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AARON

Aaron. Hebrew [W¥, Aharon, a word
of doubtful etymology, but generally sup-
osed to signify @ mountaineer., He was the
rother of Moses, and the first high priest
under the Mosaic dispensation, whence the
Eriesthood established by that lawgiver is
nown as the “ Aaronic.” He is alluded
to in the English lectures of the second
degree, in reference to a certain sign which
is said to have taken its origin from the fact
that Aaron and Hur were present on the
hill from which Moses surveyed the battle
which Joshua was waging with the Amale-
kites, when these two supported the weary
arms of Moses in an upright posture, be-
cause upon his uplifted hands the fate of the
battle dependeif (See Exodus xvii, 10-
12.) Aaron is also referred to in the latter
section of the Royal Arch degree in connec-
tion with the memorials that were deposited
in the ark of the covenant. In the degrce
of “Chief of the Tabernacle,” which is the
23d of the Ancient and Accepted Rite, the
presidin% officer represents Aaron, and is
styled ““ Most Excellent High Priest.” In
the 24th degree of the same Rite, or “‘ Prince
of the Tabernacle,” the second officer or
Senior Warden also personates Aaron.
Aaron’s Rod. The method by which
Moses caused a miraculous judgment as to
which tribe should be invested with the
riesthood, is detailed in the Book of Num-
ers (ch. xvii.?. He directed that twelve
rods should be laid up in the Holy of Holies
of the Tabernacle, one for each tribe; that
of Aaron of course represented the tribe of
Levi. On the next day these rods were
brought out and exhibited to the people,
and while all the rest remained dry and
withered, that of Aaron alone budded and
blossomed and yielded fruit. There is no

ABBREVIATIONS

mention in the Pentateuch of this rod hav-
ing been placed in the ark, but only that it
was put before it. But as St. Paul, or the
author of the Epistle to the Hebrews, asserts
that the rod and the pot of manna were
both within the ark, Royal Arch Masons
have followed this later authority. Hence
the rod of Aaron is found in the ark; but
its import is only historical, as if to iden-
tify the substitute ark as a true copy of the
original, which had been lost. No symbol-
ical instruction accompanies its discovery.
Ab. 3% 1. The 11th month of the
Hebrew civil year and corresponding to the
months July and August, beginning with
the new moon of the former. 2, It is also a
Hebrew word, signifying father, and will be
readily recognized by every Mason as acom-
onent part of the name Ifiram Abif, which
Etcrally means Hiram his father. See Abif.
Abacus. A term which has been lately,
but erroneously, used in this country to
designate the official staff of the Grand Mas-
ter of the Templars. The word has nosuch
meaning; for an abacus is either a table nsed
for facilitating arithmetical calculations, or
is in architecture the crowninE plate of a
column and its capital. The Grand Mas-
ter’s staff was a baculus, which see,
Abaddon. A Hebrew word 128,
signifying destruction. By the Rabbins it is
interpreted as the place of destruction, and is
the second of the seven names given by
them to the region of the dead. In the
Apocalypse it 1s rendered by the Greek
word 'AmoAiiwy, Apollyon, and means the
destroyer. In this sense it is used as a sig-
nificant word in the high degrees.
Abbreviations. Abbreviations of
technical terms or of official titles are of
very extensive use in Masonry, They were,
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