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“Me so Intreateth this serious and terrible matter of Spivs
ftes, that now and then insertyng some strange storfes of couns
terfepts, voth both bery Iphely visplay thelv falsehood, and alse
not & little vecreate pls veater: and pet in the ende pe so aptly
concludeth to the pucpose, that pis ppstories seceme not Mule
tales, ov {mpectinent bagaries, but bery truethes, natuvally
falling unvex the compasse of his matter.”
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PHILOSOPHY B MYSTERY.

THE CHALLENGE.

“ There are more things in heaven and earth, Horatio,
Than are dreamt of in your phllosophy.”—}famm.

THERE was a shallop floating on the Wye, among
the gray rocks and leafy woods of Chepstow. With-
in it were two fair girls reclining : the one blend-
ing the romantic wildness of a maid of Italy with
the exquisite purity of English nature; the other
illuming with the devotion of a vestal the classic
beauty of a Greek.

There was a young and learned bachelor sitting
atthe helm. Study ﬁad stamped an air of thought-
fulness on his brow ; yet a smile was ever playing
on his lips, as his heart felt the truth and influence
of the beautiful life around him.

Listen, gentle reader, we pray thy courtesy and
thy patience, as a rude, unskilful pen traces the
breathed thoughts of these wanderers of the Wye.

CastaLY. We have roamed, dear Ida, among
the classic lands of the far-off Mediterranean : we
have looked from her pinnacles of snow on the sil-
very gleaminess of Switzerland, and from purple
sierras on the sunny splendour of Spain; yet these
English meadows, Wl& their fringes of wild bloom,
come o’er the heart with all the freshness of an in-
fant’s dream. Yon majestic crag of Wyndchiff is
flinging its purple shadows athwart the water, and
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8 THE CHALLENGE.

floods of golden glory are streaming through the
beech-woods of Piercefield ; and see, our little sail,
white as the wing of a swan, is wafting us towards
Abbey Tintern, along this beautiful valley, where
the river almost doubles on itself; meandering
among its mead-flowers and its mosses, as loth to
leave its luxuriant bed. Listen! the breath of
evening is among the trees that dip in the ripple of
the Wye their leaves of shivering gold. at &
scene t{)r minions of the moon to revel in! Say,
shall we charm the lingering hours of this midsum-
mer night among the ivied cloisters of the abbey %
But where is Astrophel, our moon-struck student,
who, like Chaucer’s scholar, keeps
“at his bed’s head, ’
A twenty books clothed in black and red,
Of Aristotle and his philosophy 7" .

They have not taught him courtesy, or he would
not steal away from the light of our eyes to com-
mune with owls and ivy-bushes.

Yet we promise him our smile for your sake,
Evelyn. Indeed, I am thinking his mysteries will
chime in admirably with the solemnity of this lone
abbey. We appoint him master of our revels.

EveLyN. Let your smile be in pity, fair Castaly,
onthe illusions of Astrophel. Ensconced in his dark
closet, within a charmed ring of black-letter folios,
he has wofully warped his studies, and has read
himself into the belief that he i a ¢IPTED SEER.
Yet love him, lady, for his virtues ; for his history
is a very paradox. His heart is melting with char-
ity for the beings of earth, yet his mind is half
weaned from their fellowship. At his imminent
peril, he leaps into the Isis to save a drowning bo?
and the world calls him misanthrope withal. It
ishthe fate indeed of many a cloistered scholar,
whose
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¢ desires are dolphin like,
And soar above the element they live in.”

Such is Astrophel.

Ina. He looks his part to perfection. There is
a shadowy expression in his dark eye, as it were
poring over the volame of his own thoughts. Be-
neath the slender shaft of yon eastern window, be-
hold this proselyte to the sublime science of shad-
ows. He approaches.

Ev. The kour is on him yet. Astrophel!

AsTropHEL. Whisper, and tread lightly, Evelyn,
for this is haunted ground. Underneath this vel-
vet turf rest the mouldering bones of a noble. I
have held communion in my slumber with the spirit
by which they were once animated and moved ;
and the mysteries of the tomb have been unfolded
to me, The etdolon of Roger Bigod has thrice
come across my sight.

CasT. A ghost! ‘

Ev. And Astrophel believes the truth of this vis-
ion! Such fantasy might well become the Cister-
cian monks, who once stalked along these gloomy
cloisters, but not an Oxford scholar. .

AsTr. And why not an Oxford scholar, Evelyn?
. I do believe in the existence of beings out of the
common course of nature ; and, indeed, the history
of the world has ever proved the general leaning
to this belief, and my own mind feels that this uni-
versal adoption is a proof of reality of existence.
Smile at or reason with me, you will not shake
my faith, for I believe it true; and even Johnson
confessed, that * although all argument might be
agginst it, yet all belief is for it.””

Ev. The diffusion of this fallacy, Astrophel,
proves only the universal sameness of the constitu-
tion of mind. You may, indeed, cite the high au-
thority of Johnson, that *“a helief in the apparisions
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of the dead could become universal only byitstruth.”
Yet, if this one word apparition be rightly inter-
preted, it will not imply the existence of real phan-
toms, however ethereal, defore the eye, for the no-
tion so construed would have been a grand error of
Imlac; no, he adopts an indefinite expression, con-
scious that mere metaphysics were not illustrative
of this subtle question.

There was one Theophilus Insulanus, who, I
think, calls all those who- have not faith in phan-
toms ¢rreligious, because, forsooth, * these ghosts
are never employed on subjects of frivolous con-
cern.” I may be under the ban of this flimsy en-
thusiast, but you will not gain me as a proselyte,
Astrophel, for, like our great poet, I have seen too °
many ghosts myself.

Yet I know some few self-created wizards, who
have solved to their hearts’ content those two grand
mysteries, the real existence and the purpose of
ghostly visitations ; who, like Owain Glyndwr,
“can call spirits from the vasty deep,” and even
expect that they will # come when they do call for
them.” Others have laboured under self-glamou-
rie, and believed themselves magicians, until put
to the proof. 1 remember the painter, Richard Cos-
way, was under this illusion; and when the old cyn-
ic Northcote desired him to raise Sir Joshua Rey-
nolds, the pseudo-magus confessed himself foiled
by advancing this simple excuse, “ I would, were
it not sinful I”

It were well if these monomaniacs were laid in
the famous bed of St. Hilary at Poictiers ; for there,
with the muttering of a pmger or two, as the le-
gend tells us, madmen may be cured.

But, in truth, the light of divine reason has so
far dispelled these fancies for the supernatural, that
very few of ws, I presume, are conﬁfent in the hope
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of raising a ghost when we want one; or of laying
it in the Redg Sea for a hundred years, by two cler-
gymen, with *bell, book, and candle,” and scraps
of mystic Latin, when it becomes rude or trouble-
some.

Ina. Will you not concede that many visionaries
have believed, and written from pure and even holy
motives ? o

Ev. There is no doubt of this, lady; yet while it
has fanned the flame of superstition in minds of low-
er intellect, with many, the endeavour to prove too
much has marred these motives, and weakened faith,
even in the credulous; so that we may hope the
wild romances of Beaumont, and Burthogge, and
Baxter, and Aubrey, and Glanville, and that arch-
mystagogue Moreton (whose book is half full of
prolix dialogues between ghosts and ghost-seers),
will soon be mere objects of interest and curiosity
to the black-letter bibliomaniac and the more eru-
dite legend-hunter. :

CasT. Wewill not submit to your anathema, Eve-
lyn. This learned clerk has challenged our faith.
‘What a treasury of secrets might he unfold to us
from the mystic tomes of antiquity, the wonders of
profane psychology; from the tales of ArabiatoVa-
theck and the Epicurean, from the classic mythol-
ogy of Homer to the wild romances of his humble
prototype Ossian.

Let it be 4 iatch: we will listen, Astrophel, .
while you ¢ unsphere the spirit of Plato ;> and here
we sit in judgment, on the velvet throne of this our
court of Tintern. -
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NATURE AND MOTIVES OF GHOSTS.

“In the most high and palmy state of Rome,
A little ere the mightiest Julius fell,
The graves stood tenantless, and the sheeted dead
Did squeak and gibber in the Roman streets.”
Hamlet, 4to B.

Astr. It is not from the sources of mytkology
alone that I adduce my illustrations of the reality
of ghosts, but from the myriads of incidents which
ancient and modern Aistory record. Yet may I
well crave your courtesy for the scraps of fable,
and perchance of imposture, that may unwittingly
creep into my discourse. Listen to me. .

It was believed by the ancients that each body
possessed three ghosts—to be released on its dis-
solution. The manes at once emigrated to the re-
gion of Pluto; the spiritus ascended to the skies;
the wmbra or shade still wandered on the earth; or,
as the poet has more comprehensively sung,

¢ Bis duo sunt homini, manes, caro, spiritus, umbra ;
Quatuor ista loci bis duo suscipiunt : .
Terra tegit carnem, tumulum circumvolat umbre,

Orcus habet manes, spiritus astra petit.”
Meaning that there are four principles in man, and
this is their destiny: the flesh to earth; the ghost
to the tomb; the sowl to Hades; and the sperit to
heaven.

The Queen of Carthage, confiding in this creed,
threatens Eneas that her umbra will haunt him
upon earth, while her manes will rejoice in his tor-
ments. . :

The notions of other mystic scholars are thus re-
corded by old Burton in his “ Anatomy of Melan-
choly;” as those of Surius, “ that there be certain
monsters of hell and places appointed for the pun-
ishment of men’s souls, as at Hecla in Iceland,
where the ghosts of dead men are familiarly seen,



—

NATURE OF GHOSTS. 13

and sometimes talk with the living. Saint Greg-
ory, Durand, and the rest of the schoolmen derive
as much from ZAtna in Sicily, Lipara, Hiera, and
those volcanoes in America, and that fearful Mount
Hecklebergin Norway, where lamentable screeches
and howlings are continually heard, which strike a
terror to the auditors: fiery chariots are continual-
ly seen to bring in the souls of men in the likeness
of crows, and devils ordinarily goe in and out.”
And then, to bring this fantasy to a climax by a

andemonium of ghosts, listen to Bredenbachius, .

-1 his “Perigranions in the Holy Land,” where

“once a yeare dead bodies arise about March, and
walk, and after a while hide themselves again :
thousands of people come yearly to see them.”
And this reminds me of the phantom of old Booty,
who, at the hour of his death in England, was seen
by the crew of a ship running into the crater of
Stromboli in the remote Mediterranean—a story
which even in the present century was made the
subject of discussion in a justice court.

Now, you must know, the ancients believed that
only those who died of the sword possessed this
privilege. . ' .

These are the words of FlaviusJosephus: “ What
man of virtue is there that does not know that those
souls which are severed from their fleshly bodies in
battles by the sword are received by the ether, that
purest of elements, and joined to that company
which are placed among the stars: that they be-
come good gemons and propitious heroes, and show
themselves as stich to their posterity afterward ;
while upon those souls that wear away in and with
their distempered bodies comes a. subterranean
night to dissolve them to nothing, and a deep ob-
livion to take away all the remembrance of them?
And this, notwithstanding they be clean from all

B ,
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spots and defilements of this world ; so that in this
case the soul, at the same time, comes to the utmost
bounds of its life, and of its body, and of its memo-
rial also.”

The mystery of the nature of these ghosts I may
not presume to define; but there are many learned
writers of antiquity who believed in their material-
. ¢y, and broached the intricate question of their
quality and formation.

The alchymist Paracelsus writes of the astral
element or spirit, one of the two bodies which com-
pose our nature: being more ethereal, it survived -
some time after the death of the more substantial
form, and sometimes became the familiar spirit of
the magician. And what writes Lucretius the Epi-
curean to illustrate his credence in apparitions ?
That the surfaces of bodies are constantly thrown
off by asort of centrifugal force; that an exact im-
age 18 often presented to us by this surface coming
off, as it were, entire, like the cast skin of the rattle-
snake or the shell of the chrysalis; and thus the
ideas of our absent or de friends szrike on the
mind.

The olden chymists, in the age of Louis XIV,,
accounted for spectral forms by the, saline atoms of
a putrid corpse being set free, and combining again
in their pristine form. Listen, I pray you, to this
grave philosophy of an abstruse essay, written in
1794.

¢ The apparitions of souls departed do, by the
virtue of their formative plastic power, frame unto
-themselves the vehicles in which they appear out
of the moisture of their bodies. So ghosts do often
appear in churchyards, and that but for a short
time, to wit, before the moisture is wholly dried up.”

¢ Such are those thick and gloomy shadows damp,

Oft seen in charnel-vaults and sepuichres,
Lingering and sitting by a new-made grave.”
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And we read in the Chronicles that * during
the time the ancients burned, not buried their
dead, there was no such appearance of ghosts as is
now.” .

‘Why waves the coarse grass ranker over the
grave?l It is touched by the larva of the rotting
carcass, which, ascending from its putrid chrys-
alis a butterfly or Psyche, flits a while like an
ephemera, and drops again into the vault.

A sentiment something like this, I believe, was
the grand cause of the enrolment of the mummies
by the Egyptians ; for they thought while the body
remained entire, the soul was flitting about it:
and the early Christians even beliéved that a por-
tion, at least, of the soul remained uncorrupted by
the body. :

Evelyn will grant that among the Romans there
was a devout wish to be buried near venerated
beings and saints, an emanration from whose bodies,
they believed, would inspire the hearts of the be-
lievers.

And here I will relate a story from the Dinan
Journal of 1840, and also the fragment of a very
‘nysterious tale, told with all the solemnity of a
faithful chronicle: .

“ We had the curious tacle of a long pro-
cession of girls from Pleudiheus, passing threugh
our streets to the chapel of St. Anne, to offer up
prayers for the repose of the soul of the mother
of one of them, who has been dead twenty-two
years, and who every five years has appeared to
her daughter, urging her to have masses said for
her. This time the troubled spirit prescribed the
day, hour, and place of the service, and even the
precise dresses she would have the votaries wear.
Consequently, they were all lightly clothed in
white, although the rain fell and the streets were
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full of mid. Some of the inhabitants of Dinan

affirm that they saw the ghost of the deceased
marching at the head of the procession to the door
of the chapel, where it remained till the mass was
finished, and then suddenly vanished.”

Returning from the harbour to Cadiz with some
Spanish donas, thé Baron Geramb heard a voice
in French, crying, “ 8ave me ! "Help, help !” but
at the time he took little or no hee«i) of the mat-
ter. On the morrow was seen on the shore of
the harbour a body on a black board, with lighted
tapers by its side, which was covered by the baron’s
direction. During a tempest in the evening, some
secret impulse directed him again to the-shore.
Before his-bewildered sight arose: from the spot a

shapeless phantom, wrapped in the black winding- .

sheet which he had provided.- :
+; The phantom moved along with gigantic strides,
sisuming ‘a globular form, and then, whirling in
* spiral circles, bounded off, and appeared at a dis-
.Jance like a giant, The spectre led the baron to
the streets of Cadiz, its course being: accompanied
by a noise as of the tinkling of autumnal leaves.
In Cadiz a door suddenly opened with force, and
the sgectre rushed like lightning into the house
and plunged into the céllar. - There was the sound
of deep groaning, and the baron ‘descended into
the vault: there lay theé corpse, nsked and livid,
and on it was prostrated an aged man, uttering the
deep sighs o(P abject misery and despair.’ %.n 8
gloomy corner of this cave of death leaned the
phantom, revolving in its spiral whirls, and then
changing to & floating cloud of light; and then
there beamed forth the pale features of a youth,
undulating as if on the bosom of a wave, which
murmured in the ear. Then came the chanting
of anthems and prayers for the dead, and a glitter-
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ing young girl in white robes glided into the cellar
a'.ll)g(i}l'(nd?. i%lrdevoﬁon by the "Eody.

The phantom—and so the legend proceeds.

There is a wondrous mystery, I grant, envelop-
ing this story; but if there be any truth in that
alchymic reanimation, Palingenesy—

«If chemists from a rose’s ashes

‘ Can raise the rose itself in glasses ;”
nay, if the sparkling diamond shines forth from a
mass of charcoal, why may not the ashes of a body
be made into a ghost, illustrative of the philosophy
of substantial apparitions, adopted by IE
body rebuslt, after being resolved for & time into
its constituent elements? The Parisian alchymists
of the seventeenth century, indeed, demonstrated
this mystery, and raised a pheenix from its ashes.
They submitted to the process of distillation some
earth from the cemetery of the Innocents, during
which ceremony they were scared by the appear-
ance of perfect human shapes struggling in the
rlass vessels they were employing. And, lastly,

r. Ferriar thus deposes: A ruffian was executed,
his body dissected, and his scull pulverized by an
anatomist. The student, who slept in the chamber
of experiment, saw, in the night-time, a progressive
getting together of the fragments, until the crimi-
nal became perfect and glided out at the door.

And here is a legend of deeper mystery still.

There was a merry party collected in a town in
France, and among all the gay lords and ladies
there assembled there was none who caused so

eat a sensation as a beautiful young lady, who
ﬁ:.nced, layed, and sang in the most exquisite
style. There were only two unaccountable cir-
cumstances belonging to her: one was, that she
never went to church or attended family prayers ;
the other, that she always wore a slender black

2 B2
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velvet band or girdle round her waist. She was
often asked about these peculiarities, but she al-
ways evaded the interrogatories, and still, by her
amiable manners and beauty, won all hearts. One
evening, in a dance, her partner saw an oppor-
tunity of pulling the loop of her little black girdle
behind : 1t fell to the ground, and immediately the
lady became pale as a sheet, then gradually shrunk
t:uldy shrunk, till at length nothing was to be seen
in her place but a small heap of gray ashes.
And what think you now, Evelyn1
Ev. I think your. candle burned very blue, As-
trophel, when you were poring over these mid-
night legends; yet I believe I may by-and-by
explain the story of your Lady of the Ashes—all,
excepting the mystery of the sable girdle. But
methinks you should not have stopped short of the
ualities by which we may recognise the genus of
ese phantoms. There was once, as I have heard,
a ghost near Cirencester, which vanished in a very
nice perfume and a melodious twang, and Master
Lilly therefore concluded it to be & fairy: and
Propertius, 1 know, writes of another ; and he de-
cided that the scent diffused on her disappearance
proclaimed her to be a goddess! Glanville has
set himself to argue upon, nay, demonstrate all
questions regarding materiality and immateriality,
and the nature of spirits ; puzzling us with math-
ematical diagrams, and occupying fifteen chapters
on the nature of the witch of Endor: and Ansrew
Moreton, -too, in hig “ Secrets,” comments, with
pedantic profanation, on the “infernal paw-wawing
of this condemned creature.” Coleridge, and even
Sir Walter, who had a mighty love of legends,
Ppropose a question, whether she was a ventriloquist
or an aristocratic fortune-teller, or 'an astrologer
or a gipsy, imposing on the credulity of Saul. And
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et that same Sir Walter very shrewdly suggested:
tyo Sir William Gell the mamgfactureyof g ghost
with a thin sheet of tin, painted white, so that by
half a turn the spectre would instantly vanish.

Cast. A ghost, I believe, according to the rules
of fantasy, ought to be without matter or form, or,
indeed, any semsible properties. Yet are very se-
rious tales related of guns bursting when fired at
them, and swords broken by their contact, and of
loud voices issuing from filmy phantoms, through
which the moonbeams are seen to glimmer. A
spirit ought, of course, to communicate with us in
another way than that which we know, and possess
those ethereal faculties of creeping through chinks
or keyholes, and of resuming its airy form, like the
sylph of Belinda, when the “ glittering forfex’’ had
cut it in twain. An exquisite morceau of such a
phantom’ just now flits across my memory. It is
of two old ladies. dwelling in two border castles
in Scotland. One of these dames was visited by
the spectre bust of a man, and the other by the
lower half of him. 'Which had the better bargain
I know not, but I believe— .

-~ Asrr. Nay, it were not difficult, lady, to over-
whelm me with tales like yours—the idle and un-
meaning gossip of a winter’s night ; but there are
miny speetral visitations so intimately associated
with events, that the faculty even of prophecy can-
not be doubted. Bodine, as Burton writes, is fully.
satisfied that “ these souls of men departed, ¢f cor-
poreal, are of some shape, and that absolutely
round, like sun. and moone, because that is the
most perfect form; that they can assume other
aérial bodies, all manner of shapes at their pleas-
ure, appear in what likeness they will themselves ;
that they are most swift in motion, can pass man!‘
miles in an instant -and so likewise transform bod-
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ies of others into what form they please, and, with
admirable celerity, remove them from place to
place ; that they can represent castles in the ayre,
armies, spectrums, prodigies, and such strange ob-
jects to mortal men’s eyes; cause smells, savours,
deceive all the senses, foretel future events, and
do many strange miracles.”

Then the eccentric Francis Grose has thus
summed up many of their wondrous attributes :

¢ The spirit of a person deceased is either com-
missioned to return for some especial errand, such
as the discovery of a murder, to procure restitution
of lands, or money unjustly withheld from an or-
phan or widow ; or, having committed some injus-
tice while living, cannot rest till that is redressed.
Sometimes the occasion of spirits revisiting this
world is to inform their heir in what secret place
or private drawer in an old trunk they had hid
the title-deeds of the estate, or where, in trouble-
some times, they had buried the money and plate.
Some ghosts of murdered persons, whose bodies
have been secretly buried, cannot be at ease till
their bones have been taken up and deposited in
sacred ground, with all the rites of Christian burial.”
The ghost of Hamlet’s father walked on the plat-
form at Elsineur to incite his son to revenge his
murder ; and many modern phantoms have enli--
vened the legends of our local histories, bent on
the same mysterious errand.

" The mythology of the ancients, and the fairy.
superstition of our own land, are also replete with
legends of these apparitions. The rites of sepul-
ture were essential for the repose of the manes. If
the body was not quietly entombed, the soul waa
wandering on the banks of Styx for one hundred
years ere it was permitted Charon to ferry it
deross the river. Thus spoke the shade of Patro-
clus to Achilles in his dream:
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« Thon sleep’st, Achilles, and Patroculus, erst
Thy best beloved, in death forgotten lies.
Haste, give me burial : I would pass the gates
Ot Hades, for the shadows of the dead
Now drive me from their fellowship afar.”
And this is a prevailing sentiment among the North
American Indians :
¢ The bones of our countrymen lie uncovered,
their bloody bed has not been washed clean, their
spirits cry against us : they must be appeased.”
In the letter of Pliny the copsul to Sura, we
learn that there was at Athens a house haunted by
a chain-rattling ghost. Athenodorus, the philoso-
pher, hired the house, determined to quiet the rest-
less spirit. “ When it grew towards evening, he
ordered a couch to be prepared for him in the fore-
part of the house, and after calling for a light, to-
gether with his pencil and tablets, he directed all
his people to retire. The first part of the ni
passed in usual silence, when at length the chains
began to rattle. However, he neither lifted up
his eyes nor laid down his Pencil, but diverted his
observation by pursuing his studies with greater
earnestness. The noise increased, and advanced
" nearer, till it seemed at the door,and at last in the
chamber. He looked up and saw the ghost ex-
actly in the manner it had been described to him?
it stood before  him beckoning with the finger.
Athenodorus made a sign with his hand that it
should wait a little, and threw his eyes again upon
his papers ; but the ghost still rattling his chains in
his ears, he looked up and saw him beckoning him
as before. Upon this he immediately arose, and,
with the light in his hand, followed it.” The spec-
tre slowly stalked along as if encumbered with his
chains, and, turning into the area of the house, sud-
denly vanished. Athenodorus, being thus desert
ed, made a mark with some grass and leaves where
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the spiritleft him. The next day he gave informa-
tion to the magistrates, and advised them to order
that spot to be dug up. This was accordingly done,
and the skeleton ¢f 2 man in chains was there found ;
for the body, having lain a considerable time in the
und, was putriged, and had mouldered away
g)om the fetters. The bones, being collected to-
gether, were publicly buried; and thus, after the
host was appeased by the proper ceremonies, the
house was haunted no more.” )
Yet, not only to entreat the rites of sepulture, the
hantom will walk according to some law of those
geings remote from the fellowship of human nature
—it may be to obtain readmission to that earth from
which it was, by some fairy spell, in exile. :
In the wilds of Rob Roy’s country, there is many
a Highlander beljeving still the traditions of the
Daoine Shi, or Men of Peace; and among the le-
gends of Aberfoyle there is one phantom tale that
18 apropos to my illustrations.
ere was one Master Robert Kirke. He was
one evening taking his night walk on a fairy hill,
or dunshi, in the vicinity of his manse. On a sud-
den he fell to the ground, struck, as it appeared to
many, by apoplexy; the seers, however, believed
it to be a trance inflicted on him by the fairy peo-
Ele for thus invading the sacred bounds of their
ingdom. After the interment, the phantom of the
minister appeared to one of his relatives, and de-
sired him to go to Grahame of Duchmdy, his cousin,
and assure him that he was not dead, but was at
that time a prisoner in elf land, and the only mo-
ment in which the fairy charm could be dissolved
was at the christening of his posthumous child.
The counter-spell was this: that Grahame should
be present at the baptism, holding a dish in his hand,
am? that when the infant was brought, he should
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throw the dish over the phantom, the appearance
of which at that moment was faithfully promised.

‘When the child was at the font, and while the
guests were seated, the apparition sat with them at
the table; but fear came upon the Greeme at this
strange glamourie : he forgot the solemn injunc-
tion, a.nf it is believed that Mr. Kirke, to this day,
¢ drees his weird in fairy land.”

PROPHECY OF SPECTRES.
«P'll take the ghost’s word for a thousand pound.”— Hamiet.
Ev. TaESE are very meager spectres, Astrophel,
or accomplices, as the lawyer would say, after the
fact.
Asr. I have reserved prophecies for this evening.

‘In the earliest profane records of our globe, we

read of the frequent visitations of prophetic phan-
toms. Listen, Evelyn, to a story of your own Pliny
—the legend of Curtius Rufus. When he was in
low circumstances, and unknown in the world, he
attended the governor of Africa into that province.
One evening, as he was walking in the public por-
tico, he was extremely surprised with the appari-
tion of a woman, whose re aid beauty were
more than human. She to%iu him she was the tu-
telar power who presided over Africa, and was
come to inform him of the future events of his life :
that he should go back to Rome, where he should
be raised to the highest honours, should return to
that province invested with the proconsular diin’lty,
and there should die. Upon his arrival at Carthage,
as he was coming out of the ship, the same figure
accosted him upon the shore. It is certain, at least,
that being seized with a fit of illness, though there
were no symptoms in his case that led his attend-
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ants to despair, he instantly gave up all hope of re-
covery, and this prediction was in all its points ac-
complished.

The shade of Romulus appeared to Julius Procu-
lus, a patrician, foretelling the splendour of Rome.
The fate of the battle of Philippi was shown to
Brutus in his tent by the evil spirit of Ceesar; and
Cassius also saw the phantom of Julius on his
horse, prepared to strike him, shortly before his
suicide. In the Talmud we read of the announce-
ment of the Rabbi Samuel’s death to two of his
friends six hundred miles offt. Then, the host of le-
gends in that “treasure-booke” of mystery, “ Wan-
Jey’s Wonders ;” the visions of Dion; of Alexan-
der; of Crescentius; of the Pope’s legate at the
Council of Trent; of Cassius Severus of Parma;
and myriads of analogies to these; nay, may we
not believe that the Grecian bards wrote fragments
of real history when Patroclus foretels the death
of Hector, Hector that of Achilles, and Mezentius
of Orodes, or when (Edipus predicts the lofty fate
of his family to Theseus? :

But leave we the olden classics for the proofs
ot later ages. In the pine forests of Germany, and
in wild Caledonia, the legends of spirits and shad-
ows abound in the gossip of the old crones, both
in the hut of the jager and the sheiling of the
Highland peasant.

The Taisch (like the Bodach Glas of Fergus
Maclvor) murmurs the prophecy of death, in the
voice of the Taishtar, to one about to die; and
the Wraith, Swarth, Waft, or Death-Fetch, ap-
pears in the Eidolon, or likeness of the person so
early doomed, to some loved friend of the party,
or sounds of wailing and prophetic voices scream
and murmur in ‘the mountain blast. The wild
romances of Ossian, and the shadowy mysteries so
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brightly illustrated in the poesy of the “ Lay,” the
“ Lady of the Lake,” and “ Marmion,” prove how"
deeply the common mind of Scotland leans to her
mysteries ; how devoutly her seers foretel a doom.
The evidence of Martin, the historian of the West-
srn Isles, is clear and decisive testimony of the
gossession of a faculty of foresight; and in the re

ecting minds of many sages, who seek not to ex-
plain it by the term coincidence, or to impute the
vision to mere national superstition. Indeed, in
their records we have rules noted down by which
the seer may overcome the imperfections of his
vision. If this be filmy or indistinct, the cloak or
plaid must be turned, and the sight is clear; but
then the fated seer is often presented with %és own
wraith,

Tn Aubrey’s “ Miscellanies” we read how Sir
Richard Napier, immediately before his death, w