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DWELLERS ON THE THRESHOLD

CHAPTER VI.

PARACELSUS: A BIOGRAPHY (continued).
[A.D. 1493—1541.]

§ 2. HIS PHILOSOPHY—§ 3. THE PHILOSOPHER'S
STONE—§ 4. VAGUE SPECULATIONS—§ b. THE
ELIXIRK OF LIFE.

$ 2. His PrirosorHY.

ArrEr having demolished the systems con-
structed by the philosophers of antiquity,
Paracelsus felt that he owed to humanity a code
of his own, which he professed to found upon
the Bible. And, first, with respect to the phy-
sical ills of man, he thought that he had found
in its sublime pages a key to every malady. A
novel but fantastic idea! To transform the
Holy Scripture into a hand-book upon health,
and elevate Moses or St. Paul into the place of
Asculapius! As far, indeed, as those general
laws of sobriety and cleanliness are concerned,
which so largely influence the health of man,
the Bible sets them forth in clear and emphatic
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language. But Paracelsus soared above so
simple and obvious an application.

According to this whimsical theorist, the
whole of the Old Testament was not endowed
with equal powers of healing. The most
salutary and efficacious portions were the Pen-
tateuch of Moses, who spent so many years in
solitude, only to plumb to its depths the sacred
art of the transformation of metals; and the
Apocalypse of St. John, who was—as everybody
knows—well versed in the occult sciences ;
who, the apostle of Hermes as well as the
Evangelist, gave a proof of his two-fold mission
by issuing, alive and uninjured, from the
boiling cauldron of Domitian. The Apocalypse,
indeed, is the book whose leaves we must read
and re-read, if we would fathom the mysteries
of medicinal magic; and of a truth the theories
of Paracelsus are enveloped in an infinitely
deeper cloud of obscurity than the revelations
of the solitary seer of Patmos.

Having discovered the secret of disease in
the Bible, which comes from Heaven, Paracelsus
naturally sought in Heaven the source or germ
of that disease. He perceived that every malady
originated in the planetary spheres and the
constellations, and that it follows as a con-
sequence that, when a patient presents himself
before a physician, the first thing the latter
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has to do is, not to investigate his symptoms,
but—to take counsel of the stars! Yes: a
skilful leech will scrutinize the face of heaven,
and not the physiognomy of the invalid ; will
listen to the throbbing of the spheres, and not
to the pulsation of the overloaded heart!

So prone are mankind to submit to the
marvellous, and to place implicit credence in
the truth and beauty of everything that is
incomprehensible, that the wildest theory,
whether suggested by knave or madman, has a
chance of duration. This “ astral medicine,”
these “planetary cures” of Paracelsus out-
lived their creator, and were reproduced by
successive dupes or dupers. His theory forms
the basis of that of Mesmer, who, in 1766,
took for the subject of his prelections—* The
Influence of the Planets upon the Human
Body.” What mysterious spell exists in
yonder beautiful stars that so overmasters our
reason and imagination as to impel us to
connect our existence with theirs by any tie,
however fanciful—mow ascribing to them an
influence over our fortunes, and now a power
over our frail and feeble bodies P—

.. . Yeare
A beauty and a mystery, and create
In us such love and reverence from afar,
That fortune, fame, power, life, have named themselves a star!
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Mesmer; it is true, speedily abandoned this
doctrine to adopt another, whose germ was also
furnished by the inventor of the cabalistic and
sidereal medicine. But the inventor himself, as
was fitting, showed himself more persevering,
and despite of all the scientific vagaries which
incessantly cropped up in his prolific and
heated brain, long continued to consult, in
reference to the ailments of his patients, the
stars whose responses it is not easy to con-
tradict. For it is with them as with the dead
—they never falsify the oracles which they are
made to pronounce, or the decrees which they
are supposed to utter.

If a woman consulted him, Paracelsus,
whatever might be her disease, began his treat-
ment by examining the moon, because, said he,
the moon is the adequate expression and
embodiment, as it were, of the female nature.
He was so persuaded that but for the existence
of the earth’s satellite, there would not be
found in the one sex the variations of health
from which the other is exempt, that he saw a
something divine and celestial in the periodical
proofs of their different organization.

From such reveries as these it was easy to
proceed to the establishment of an astral
physiology. An idea which, born in Greece,
but afterwards overlaid by the cumbrous philo-
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sophy of Rome, continued to be cherished by
the Fathers of the Church and the sophists
of Alexandria, represented man as a world—a
microcosm—the likeness in little of the world
which he inhabits. This elegant and prolific
idea has inspired many a page of lofty eloquence.
It was now adopted by Paracelsus, and pushed
to an absurd extreme. Accustomed to read, or,
at least, to mis-spell, the heavens, he now
pretended to discover them in man ; to establish
the theory that not only “our life is but a drop
of the celestial quintessence,” but to sketch in
every individual an abridgment, or compen-
dium, of the heavenly sphere. How consoling,
remarks a French ®riter, to our vain and
weak humanity! Let us when we suffer, sigh,
“T am a heaven ; my trouble cannot endure !”
Here is a rude contrast, certainly, between
“lepram, podagram, et hydropem,” and the
serenely beautiful skies. But the recollections
of our infirmity need not long perturb us, and
we could speedily lull ourselves to sleep in
dreams of a beatific purity.

A physician named Joyand, who wrote,
about a century ago, a book entitled *Précis
du Siécle de Paracelse,” runs riot in praise of
this grand idea of a human microcosm, and
ascribes the honour of its conception entirely

VOL. II. 1
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to our great philosopher. From the eulogistic
pages of the disciple we may gather some idea
of the teachings of the master.

“Man is a miniature wotld: not indeed as
regards his corporeal substance, but as he
includes all the virtues and operations of
the great world. In him are all the celestial
movements, the nature of earth, the properties
of water, the quality of air, the character
of every fruit, every mineral, every constellation.
He likewise combines in himself the qualities
of animals. His body is a fine assemblage
of the* elements. The organs by which he
perceives all the objects which surround him
are of an entirely celestialmature. The emotions
and agitations of his soul resemble the winds,
the whirlpools, the lightnings, the thunders,
and the meteors which ferment in the region of
the air and the wind. They perturb his heart
and his blood. This is why man is a little
world, and wholly the image of the universe.”

But as if the vagueness of the above would
not be sufficient for ordinary mortals, Paracel-
sus proceeds to define more distinctly his
astral man, and to show how he presents a
complete exposition of the solar system.

“'We have, like our universe, seven principal
powers. The heart, source of vitality, is the
sun, whence issues the vivifying heat; the
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brain may be compared to the moon ; it obeys
her phases, grows and wanes as she does.
These two organs have in the human body the
same importance as those two great luminaries
in the celestial order. The heart, which is the
centre of movement, the brain, whence radiate
our ideas, are most intimately connected, like
the sun and the moon, which follow and
approach one another to recommence their
course together and yet separately. The
liver, where the blood is prepared which makes
life, is subject to Jupiter, a planet essentially
sanguine and vitalic. The reins, which contain
the reservoir of reproduction, depend upon
Venus, a prolific planet and the mother of
generations. The spleen, the depository of the
bile, submits to the law of Saturn, a sombre
and melancholy star; and the vessel of the
gall, the domicile of passion, is under the
influence of Mars, an impetuous and wrathful
planet. There remain the lungs, which, agile
as Mercury, are subject to the same vicissi-
tudes. Placed in continual agitation in the
midst of the chest, where they wrap round the
heart, they raise the air to reanimate it, like
Mercury, who presides over the winds, and who,
wandering round the sun, appears to tremble
on his verge but to execute his orders.”
' 1—2
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Such was the singular mixture of ancient
myths, astronomical signs, and fanciful specula-
tions which the followers of Paracelsus admire
as his philosophy! The discoveries of modern
astronomers have unfortunately spoiled its
completeness. The number seven no longer
limits the planetary system, and it would be
necessary now-a-days for Paracelsus to deter-
mine the share of the human body possessed
by Neptune and the Georgium Sidus, to say
nothing of Juno, Pallas, Vesta, Themis, and
Astrea! The researches of Herschel and
others have greatly augmented the complica-
tions of anatomy !

But Paracelsus was not without nobler and
purer ideas. The Dwellers on the Threshold
catch some faint glimpse of the light and glory
that pervade the Beyond. And one of his
ideas was afterwards propounded by a philo-
sopher, who, unlike the would-be magician, was
an exact reasoner—the learned and sagacious
Descartes.  Afflicted by the brevity of life,
which prevents the accomplishment of so
many noble works; which does not permit to
so many promises of glory the time needful for
ripening into fulfilment; which interrupts so
many grand chains of thought, whose links
succeeding generations are not able to take
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up; Descartes persuaded himself that it was
possible to remedy this evil, and protract
existence far beyond its usual limit. He con-
ceived that if there were a more complete
equilibrium between us and the multitude of
beings and objects which surround us—if: the
elements of our bodies were more certainly in
equilibrium with the air, the fire, the light, the
earth—if we would better seize the astral or
solar influences to which man is subjected—
establish a greater harmony between him and
the elements which he assimilates—prepare,
as it were, a sort of *“hygienic breastplate”
against the accidents which strike and the
circumstances which fatigue him—we might
. finish by rendering the processes of time tardier
and moregentleandby keepingback almost inde-
finitely those wrinkles of the mind whichare surer
signs of old age than the furrows of the brow.

Such was the grand chimera which dazzled
the brain of Descartes! Alas, he did not live
long enough to learn how to extend his own
life, and men must still suffer, and sorrow, and
die, as the necessary preparation to that
glorious immortality which shall infinitely
surpass the visionary earthly existence of
these unhappy dreamers !

The dream of Descartes, however, had been
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anticipated by Paracelsus. He also had longed
to oppose an impenetrable rampart to death, or
to prolong human life through many genera-
tions. And he, too, failed to discover the
secret, to find that elizir of immortality which
has been the vision of so many hot imagina-
tions. But he has left on record the prin-
cipal points of the philosophy on which he
founded his researches in his  Archidoxa
Medicine.” It contains the leading rules of
the art of healing, as he practised and
preached them. “I had resolved,” he says,
“to give ten books of the ¢Archidoxa,’ but
I have reserved the tenth in my head. Itis a
treasure which men are not worthy to possess,
and shall only be given to the world when
they shall have abjured Aristotle, Avicenna,
and Galen, and promised a perfect submission
to Paracelsus.” The world did not recant, but
Paracelsus relented, and at the entreaty of his
disciples published this tenth book, the key to
the nine others, but a key which might pass
for a lock, and for a lock which we cannot even
pick. It is entitled the *Tenth Book of the
Arch-Doctrines ; or, On the Secret Mysteries
of Nature.” Here is a brief summary of it :—
He begins by supposing and ends by esta-
blishing that there is a universal spirit infused
into the veins of man, forming within us a
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species of invisible body, of which our visible
body, which it directs and governs at its will,
is but the wrapping—the casket. This uni-
versal spirit is not simple—not more simple,
for instance, than the number 100, which is
a collection of units. Where, then, are the
spiritual units of which our complex spirit is
composed ? Scattered in plants and minerals,
but principally in metals. There exists in
these inferior productions of the earth a host
of sub-spirits which sum themselves up in us,
as the universe does in God. So the science
of the philosopher has simply to unite them
to the body—to disengage them from the
grosser matter which clogs and confines them,
and to separate the pure from the impure.

To separate the pure from the impure is, in
other words, to seize upon the soul of the
heterogeneous bodies—to evolve their  pre-
destined element,” ‘ the seminal essence of
beings,” “ the first being, or quintessence.”

To wunderstand this latter word “ quint-
essence,” it is needful for the reader to know
that every body, whatever it may be, is com-
posed of four elements, and that the essence
compounded of these elements forms a fifth,
which is the soul of the mixed bodies, or, in
other words, its “ mercury.” I have shown,”
says Paracelsus, “in my book of ¢ Elements,
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that the quintessence is the same thing as
mercury. There is in mercury whatever wise
men seek.” That is, not the mercury of
modern chemists, but a philosophical mercury
of which every body has its own. * There are
as many mercuries as there are things. The
mercury of a vegetable, a mineral, or an
animal of the same kind, although strongly
resembling each other, does not precisely
resemble another mercury, and it is for this
reason that vegetables, minerals, and animals
of the same species are not exactly alike. .
The true mercury of philosophers is the radical
humidity of each body, and its veritable semez,
or essence.”

The explanation does not appear very intel-
ligible to us, but our readers may be more
fortunate. Paracelsus, however, understood
himself, and strong in the principles which he
had enounced, he next aspired to extract the
soul from all these impure substances, and to
fashion out of it an universal spirit, in case the .
first should fail him. He thought that if he -
could succeed in extracting from every sub- .
stance the essence which it enclosed, whether
under the form of a salt or a fluid, he should
infallibly procure, by the chemical combination
of these liquids and salts in the * vase of art
and nature,” a duplicate of man’s universal
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spirit, so that he might rejuvenate himself
when there was need. His deductions were
sufficiently logical ; but logic does not mate-
rially assist us in practical matters, and Para-
celsus felt this so keenly that he resolved with-
out delay to do something more than reason.

However headstrong he may have been
under the continual influence of pride and
drink, he was not slow to perceive that his
plan of regeneration exceeded the limits of
man’s life, and that Death would not halt
until he had pilfered from every substance the
juice or the poison which was to dethrone him.
Paracelsus, therefore, resolved to classify the
plants and minerals by the order of their
nobility and power, and to work only upon
their types. These preliminaries achieved, he
began to operate upon the poppy, and having
seized its ““ predestined element,” reduced it to
the state of laudanum. .

The reader, however, must not believe that
this species of Theban mucilage, named also
the specific anodyne of Paracelsus, was the mean
and unambitious drug now employed in medi-
cine. A thaumaturgist like him could not
content himself with a balm so unsophisticated.
To render it more efficacious, he mixed, says
Nicholas Lefiore, with his extract of poppy, the
Juice of orange, cinnamon, musk, ambergris,
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saffron, the essence of coral, and salts of pearls,
digested together at several operations, and
incorporated by a delicate manipulation! This,
truly, might be called an electuary poetically
combined. How far more prosaic are our
modern pharmacopolists! We shall utterly
humiliate them when we record, as the con-
clusion of the above recipe, the final recom-
mendation of Paracelsus: it is simply to add
—after the trituration of all these curative
substances—a sample and a half of the quint-
essence of gold. You perceive, says the
anonymous author of the abridgment of his
doctrines, that the secret consists in the quin-
tessence of gold, and the magistery of pearls
and coral. The rest, the artist will do well.
The scholar is as simple as the master is
enigmatic! “The rest, the artist will do
well!” But it is precisely that which we
cannot do which fails us. To say nothing of
the “essence of corals” and the ““ magistery of
pearls,” which are perhaps but bagatelles, how
shall we procure the quintessence—that is, the
mercurial element—of gold? This would be
neither more nor less than the Philosopher’s
Stone, which it is evident Paracelsus wished
us to believe he possessed. But as according
to his own avowal the stone cured everything,
" what need had he, when having at his disposal
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the remedies for all diseases, to compose one
which should only cure a portion of them ?
However, the philosopher had accomplished
something. He had begun by discovering the
secret of sleep. Sleep cannot restore to us our
youth : but it beguiles us sometimes with the
phantom of it. To dream that we have is
half having! He was so pleased with this
result that he went no further. He stopped
short in his scientific enterprise, and it
mattered not what was the malady—even for
a broken leg—he administered his narcotic.
This preparation of opium constitutes the first
arcanum, or the first magistery, of which he
treats in the fifth book of his “ Archidoxa.”
It was, perhaps, his Azoth—the spirit which he
carried in the pommel of his sword—the demon
which arouses a myriad other demons, some
bright and beautiful, some horrent and dia-
bolical, for the dreams of the opium-eater are
not all lighted with sunshine, but frequently
plunge into the depths of darkness and despair !
Opium flavoured—upon paper, at least—
with the quintessence of gold and the magistery
of pearls, played for some time a wonderful
part. Then this specific grew weary -of curing,
and, it is said, even poisoned several persons—
a not uncommon accident with your universal
remedies!  Paracelsus was therefore con-
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strained to summon new genii to his aid. He
returned to his retorts and alembics, but in
order to restrict his analysis and gain time,
sought for a plant worthy of holding in the
vegetable kingdom the same rank as gold in
the metallic—a plant whose * predestined
element ” should unite in itself the virtues of
nearly all the vegetable essences. Although
this was not easy to distinguish, he recognised
at a glance—we know not by what signs—the
supremacy of excellence in the melissa, and
first decreed to it that pharmaceutical crown
which at a later period the Carmelites ought
to have consecrated. How he obtained this
new specific may be seen in the * Life of
Paracelsus,” by Savarien :—

“ He took some balm-mint in flower, which
he had taken care to collect before the rising
of the sun. He pounded it in a mortar,
reduced it to an impalpable dust, poured it
into a long-necked vial which he sealed her-
metically, and placed it to digest (or settle) for
forty hours in a heap of horse-dung. This
time expired, he opened the vial, and found
there a matter which he reduced into a fluid
by pressing it, separating it from its impurities
by exposure to the slow heat of a éain-marie.
The grosser parts sunk to the bottom, and he
drew off the liqueur which floated on the top,
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filtering it through some cotton. This liqueur
having been poured into a bottle he added to
it the fixed salt, which he had drawn from the
- same plant when dried. There remained
nothing more but to extract from this liqueur
the first life or being of the plant. For this
purpose Paracelsus mixed the liqueur with so
much ¢ water of salt’ (understand by this the
mercurial element or radical humidity of the
salt), put it in a matrass, exposed it for six
weeks to the sun, and finally, at the expiration
of this term, discovered a last residuum which
was decidedly, according to him, the first life
or supreme essence of the plant.”

How did he recognise it, or assure himself
that it was what he sought? We know not:
that internal voice which for ever vibrates in
the ear of conquerors might warn him; and
moreover, the operation had reached its utmost
limit, and nature had nothing more to sug
render. But at all events, it is certain that
what he found in his matrass was the genie or
spirit he required; and with the surplus, if
there were any, we need not concern ourselves.

Those who may wish to know what this
genie was like, are informed that it as exactly
resembled, as two drops.of water, the spirit of
aromatic wine known to-day as absinthe suisse.
It was a liquid green as emerald—green, the
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bright riante colour of hope and spring time.
Unfortunately, it failed as a specific in the
conditions indispensable for an elixir of immor-
tality ; but it was a preparation more than
half-celestial, which almost rendered old age
impossible. This assuredly is not all that
dreamers and philosophers hope for, but unless
" you are greedy of an immeasurable life, you
may well be content with gaining so much,
and Paracelsus was contented.

‘We remember that our philosopher was not
only a chymist, but a magician. So he had
no need to demonstrate by experiments that
his essence of melissa could renew man’s
happy years of youth, or prevent them from
gliding away. He was so sure of his fact, that
before revealing for whom this boftle of youth
was destined, he wrote his book ‘De Renova-
tione et Restauratione Hominis.” The ama-
teurs of literary singularities may consult it ;
it has the merit of not being more lucid than
his other works. Here and there, however, a
few phrases seem decipherable, which is more
than can be said for the works of some modern
philosophers! And those among our readers
who do not wish to grow old will find therein,
if any skilful operator will procure for them
the essence already described, the manner of
using it, and of rejuvenating themselves as
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. often as they may wish. Nothing can be
more easy. When once you have obtained
your flagon of youthfulness, you have only to
pour a few spoonfuls into good white wine
until the wine assumes the same colour as the
essence, and then to drink it fasting every
morning.

Here we must own a formidable difficulty
presents itself. Of what wine does Paracelsus
speak? Is it the ordinary juice of the vine,
or the philosopher’s wine, which is only an
infusion of the ““green lion” into the “milk of
the virgin”—which is nothing more than the
“blood of the red lion dissolved in the vinegar
of the philosophers ”—which again is the
“mercury of vitriol”? I feel all the force of
the objection. But it is not insuperable.
After mature reflection and an attentive exami-
nation of the text, we have convinced ourselves
that Paracelsus only refers to good Rienish
wine, which is 