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JOHN SCARNE’S

CLASSIC BALL ROUTINE

Photographic Interpreiation by GEORGE KARGER
Edired In GEORGE STARKE

The great Nate Leipsig raid: “Scarne is the most expert

exponeni of table magic 1 have ever seen in my life”

John Scarne, one of the world's foremost sleight of hand artista, gives
you a pet routine which he has developed over a period of many years.
He has uscd it with grear suecess. It has vutstanding entectainment value,
having been thoroughly audience-lested,

Many amaieurs, even professional magicians, hesilule to learn tricks
which depend upon sleight-of-hand. The reason probably is thal the in-
struclions are often vague and insufficient.

Now by means of 22 clear photographs of Scarne’s hands in action,
taken by the famous photographer Geovrge Karger, vou will easily be able
te learn and perform this miraculous effect. Scarne has so simplified 1he
rmoves that you will require little practice.

After you have mastered this effect vou will find yon have a magical
gem which can be performed silting or standing. surronnded by people,
and without employing anything except a few lule balls, vour hands, anil
a bit of personal shywmanship.

EFTFECT
The effect is 2 bewildering scries of magical auppeavances and dis-
appearances of small halls. Starting out by taking a pinch of ashes from

an ash tray, you cause hall after ball mysterionsly to materialize, multiply
and vanish. Al the end of the rouline, the balls hecome ashes once again.

REQUIREMENTS

Four little balls and an ash try. You can use balls aboul % inch in
diameter made of cork, rubber, paper, cotion, elc.




INSTRUCTIONS:

.-IBBHEVIATIO.'\'S
LH. — Irfr hand: R-H. — right hand; T. — thumb; F. — finger.

Three balls are in right coat pocket. While the B.H.
rests on Lable with a ball finger-palmed at pase of $th and
i Fs. LHLT. & lst F. reach over to ash fray and secure a
piech of ashes = ).

LH. lst F. shows ashes, and as both hands come to-
srther LHT. & 1st F. (£2) slide hall diag_onally‘ arross
gnzers of R.H. 50 that ball comes into view at tips of
& 1a1 F. of hoth hands (F3}- 1Ball is immediately 1rned
a few times by T. & 1st F. of Loth haniis, placed on table
ami the hands casually shuwn 1o he empty (=1).

RH.T. & Ist ¥ pick up ball (#£3). T. rolls hall down
into hase of last twe Fs, (60} aus hall is apparently placed
in LAL (57} L.IL is closed as if holding ball, Turn palm
Jdown and rub Bps of 15t and 2Znd Fs. against the T.in a
circular motion S0 ihat ball evaporates and vanishes as hand
is turnped palm up and shown emply (=8

R.H. goes 10 pocket, finger-palms a 2nd ball and
brings out Zrd ball visibly hetween 1K.HT. & lat F. Place
(his ball npenly on table.

R.H, is curled inlo a hst with fingers on tahle, and R.H.T. pushes ball into the T. crotch and into fisl
(= 10). R.IL. rotates T. and [s. in circular motion and squeezes 18l ball out of thumb crotch (&11).

R.1L. repeats lhe ruiary motion and 2nd hall pops ot of thumb cretch {(#12). 3rd ball is retained finger
palmed.

®.4. picks up one ball and actually places it at Lase of fingers of L.iL., which is held palm ups and
then does likewise with 9nd hall, so that ball beiween LH. 4th & 5th Fs. is reailly to he ﬁnger-pa]mcd
(=13). At this point, R.11. is palm down and L.H. is palm up shuwing the two balls.

| Buth hands come 1ogether, each muking 2 half turn at the same time, so that R.H. is now palm up and
L5 is palm down; und in doing 50, I..H. apparently places the two balls in R.H., but really drops only one.
The other ball, whirh is petween Hh & b Fs., is retained in 1..H. ﬁnger-palmed. ~ow R.H. shows the two
balls in the palm. (You have given the impression of iranslerring 1wo balls from L.H. to K.H.)

R.11. plares both balls on lable and you usk speclator: “YWhich bhall seems larger?” When he indicates
the ball, pick it up with R.L and say: wThat's right, this one is really twu balls.” [In order to make two balle
out of one balls R.H. picks up “larger ball® and romes underneath other hail ﬁnger-palmed in L.H. (11
and this R.H. ball pushes the other ball along the fingers on the inside of L.H. uniil the twe balls appear 2l

finger 11ps. (#15).] Both balls are then pulled apart and placed on lable so that you now have three balls
in a line.

R.H. picks up middle ball and apparently places it in LH. Show ball has vanished from LH. {(Same
moves as Fo. 0 & 7.

R.H. reaches into coal pockel, produces the ball and places it on table. However, in going 1o poeckel,
vou have serured u ‘Hh ball in inger-palm position.

R.H. picks up two balls, vne at a time. and acluaily places them at coots of ¥s. of L.H. (=16). L.H.

qurns paim down as R.H. wras palm up, and yon apparently drop two halls inio R.H., b really drop only
woe (=17). Show the two balls in It.H.

R.H. comes OVeY and above L.H. and openly drops the two halls. one at a \ime, into opening of L.H. ksl
., —18}). and R.H. 1s1 F. pushes each ball into fisl.

R.H. picks up thicd hall on iable. really places it in porkel and shaws hand empty. L.H. goes through
rotary motions of squeezing out oné ball al a time until lhree balls pop out of the hand (#£19).

The three balle are lLined up on table. and hands are shuwn empty. 1LH. picks up vne ball and apparently
places it im LH.: KRH. wih this ball finger-palmed. picks up and ball, apparently placing this one tuo in
L.H. i =20). R.H.. with twu halls finger-paimed. picks up 3rd ball (=21) and openly places it in pocket.
a1 the same lime dropping the twv ﬁnger-palde balls into pocket.

LH. T. rubs agains 1st two fngers and reaches over int ash trav securing 2 hit of ashes on
1st F. Hand i then turned over in a flonrishing manner to show that halls have vanished and have heen
ma_g‘ita“‘_\' changed back again inlo ashes (=22).
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