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PREFACE.

——.———

THE only object of the following pages is to aid in
dispelling the mists which for many centuries have been
gathering around the person of the supposed founder of
Christianity, and which have prevented mankind from
obtaining a clear view of the true Redeemer, who is not
to be found in history nor in external forms, but who
can only be found within the interior temple of the soul
by him in whom his presence becomes manifest.

It must be left to the intelligent reader to decide
whether the accounts given in this book may be ac-
cepted literally as historical facts, or whether they are
intended to represent eternal and ever-occurring pro-
cesses going on within the fnner consciousness of man.
The only key to the understanding of the truth is the
power to perceive it ; for the truth teaches itself, — not
by the light of argumentation,—but by its own light,
and it teaches nothing else but itself.

All that the reading of books can possibly accom-
plish, is to aid us in bringing the truth which exists
within ourselves to our own understanding, and to drive
away the clouds of erroneous conceptions which may
keep us from knowing ourselves.



4 PREFACE.

There is nothing to prevent man from rising into
the higher regions of thought where the light of the
truth exists, except his clinging to erroneous opinions;
there is no way of driving away the darkness except by
the diffusion of light.

THE AUTHOR.



CONTENTS.

PAGE
DEDICATION . . . . + « + v & + & o o « o o o« .7

INTRODUCTION . . « . &« ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢« & o & « « o & 9
THE TRUE HISTORY OF CHRIST (An Allegory) . . . . . 2§
JEHOVAH . . . . . . . . . . . L. . .. .. 29
NAZARETH . . . . . . . . . . .+ .« + . . . 38
THE MYSTERIOUS BROTHERHOOD . + . . . . . . . 59
THE MYSTERIOUS BROTHERHOOD, corlinued . . . . . . 73
THE HIGHER DEGREES . . . . . . . . . . . . . 82
THE WISDOM-RELIGION. . . . . . « « . . . . . 8
THE TEMPTATION . « « « 4 4 o + « « « o o« « « 04
THE SERMON UPON THE MOUNT. . . . . . . . . . 106
FHE DoCTRINES OF THE CHRIST SPIRIT . . . . . . . II8
HeroDIAS . . . . . . . « . .+ o o . . . . . I28
JERUSALEM . . . . . « . ¢« « & « « « « « « . 135
THE GREAT RENUNCIATION . . . . . . . . . . . I4§
THE TEMPLE . . . . . . . . « ¢« « « « « o« . 157
THEHERO . . . . . . . . . . « . . . . . . 166
THE FINAL INITIATION . . . . . . . . . . . . . 180
THECHURCH . . . . . . .« « « « « « « « + . 186
CONCLUSION . '+ « « « « « o o o o o o o o o . 197

.



DEDICATION.

——

ETERNAL One! Thou self-existent Cause

Of all existence, source of love and light;
Thou universal uncreated God,

In whom all things exist and have their being,
Who lives-in all things and all things in Him;
Infinite art Thou, inconceivable

Beyond the grasp of finite intellect;
Unknowable to all except thyself.

Nothing exists but Thou, and there is nothing
In which no Good exists; Thou art, but we
Appear to be; for forms are empty nothings,
If not inhabited by Thee; they are

Thyself made manifest. Addressing Thee

We sin, because we separate ourselves

In thohght from Thee who art our very self;
For we are nothing if we are not ‘¢ Thou,”
And Thou art ‘“we”; we have no life but Thine,
No will or thought, no love or strength but Thine;
Thou art our life, our will, our mind, our all;
We are in Thee and Thou in us; Thou art
The ¢¢Father” and Thyself in us the ¢ Son.”
Thy Spirit fills the universe with glory

And impregnates all Nature with thy power,
Enabling her to bring forth living forms

Of plants and trees, of animals and men;

It fructifies the soul of man and gives

Birth to the ¢¢ Christ,” the saviour of man,
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Call'd the divine Atma or the ¢ Lord on high,”
The ¢ Master,” He who makes immortal all

In whom His presence is made manifest.

If He awakens in the heart of man

To the self-consciousness of His existence,
Then will there be no further death, for He
Is perfect and requires no further change.
Thus ¢ Christ” is God made manifest in Man
As man, and no one can attain to God
Except through Him; for He Himself is God
In Man, and He who strives to find His God
Must seek for Him in His own holy temple
Within himself in Spirit and in Truth.

To Him, the Christ, the God in man we pray;
To Him alone, not to external gods,

Nor to the spirits in the Astral Light;

And praying strongly we fulfil our prayers.
For rising up to Him we are Himself,

And grant that which we ask of Him ourselves.
No man knows Ged; it is the God in Man
Who knows Himself in him and lifts man up
To the conceptic.m of what is divine

In his own nature. Rising up to Him

We come to God through Christ, through God to Man,

And to all nature in His Holy Spirit.




-

INTRODUCTION.

—————

EvVER since the beginning of the Christian era a storm
of varied opinions in regard to the supposed founder
of what is called “ Christianity ” has been raging in the
world of mind, finding its expression on the external
plane in deeds of violence, in innumerable cruelties,
wars, atrocities, and crimes, such as are almost beyond
the power of human imagination to conceive. From
the time of the maniac-emperors, when the Roman
arenas were reddened by the blood of the Nazarenes,
down to the Middle Ages, when Christians had ceased
to be persecuted and became pe.rsecutors in their turn ;
when the scum of all Europe pillaged and plundered
the inhabitants of the “ Holy Land” in the assumed
name of Christ ;— down to comparatively modern tim'es,
when the skies of all European countries were black-
ened by the smoke ascending from burning fagots, upon
which men, women, and children, suspected of heresy,
were roasted to death by those who claimed to be the
followers of Him who had taught the doctrine of uni-
versal fraternal love ; —and still further down to our
present time, in which the churches struggle to regain
their waning powers and wealth, —the cause of all
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religious warfare has always been a difference of opinion
in regard to the nature of “Christ.”

While the most fanatical adherents of orthodox the-
ology, entirely ignoring the religious histories of the
world, with its Manus, Avatars, Buddhkas, and Saviours
of mankind, such as are said to have appeared upon
this globe millions of years before the advent of modern
“ Christianity,” regard the person of him who is called
The Christ as being the “only begotten son” of an
extracosmic creator of the world, conceived in some
miraculous manner by a virgin of Palestine, and while
they thus apply the most gross and sensual exoteric
explanation to a beautiful ancient myth, which hides
a sublime and eternal truth; the modern critic either
denies that such a person as the Jesus of Nazareth
of the Gospels ever existed, or he sees in him merely
a man of extraordinary talents, a hero who dared to
proclaim what seemed‘to him to be the truth; a reli-
gious reformer, who died like many others for the
promulgation of a grand but impracticable idea.

Some of these critics are very profound thinkers;
but they have evidently not looked behind the veil
that divides the eternal, ideal, but nevertheless real
world from the sensual world of illusions, wherein we
live. They were unacquainted with the constitution
of the “spiritual” organism of Man, and they could
only see the mortal part of Jehoshua; while their
opinions in regard to his spiritual nature were based
upon speculations which may have approached the
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truth in proportion as they followed their highest
intuitions.

Thus Kant regarded him as the ideal of human per-
fection; John Stuart Mill, as a very extraordinary man;
Lord Amberly, as an “iconoclastic idealist”; Fichte,
as the first teacher who revealed the unity of, Man with
the Supreme Spirit; Hegel, as an incarnation of the
Logos ; Schelling, as a kind of Awatar, i.e. one of the
periodical descents of Divinity; Dr. Keim, as a myste-
rious man, whose glorified spirit inspired his disciples
to attempt the reformation of the world ; Strauss looks
upon him as a moral reformer, who occasionally stooped
to imposture to secure the confidence of his adherents ;
Renan, as an effeminate idealist, an impostor who per-
formed “ bogus phenomena” ; Schleiermacher, as a man
in whom self-consciousness was so saturated with the
Divine principle, that he really became a god incarnate ;
Anatole Bembe, as a modern anarchist and socialist of
the most fiery kind ; and Gerald Massey, who bases his
opinions upon historical researches, finds that Fekoskua
Ben-Pandira was born some 120 years before the
Christian era, and that the typical Ck7ist of the gospels
was made up from the features of various gods.

It appears that those who have attempted to disprove
the existence of an historical personal saviour of man-
kind, have done no serious harm to the interest of
religion ; because the pious mind intuitively feels that
the gospel accounts, attributed to the four Evangelists,
contain after all a great deal of truth, even if the events
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which are told therein have never occurred in history;
but those who attempt to base the whole foundation of
their religious conviction upon the existence of an histor-
ical Jesus and ask others to do likewise, may be doing
serious harm ; for the belief in an historical Jesus can
after all be merely a matter of opinion, and a faith based
merely upon a possibly fallacious opinion, having no
knowledge for its foundation, rests upon a very insecure
basis indeed. There are very many well-meaning people
upon this earth who imagine that it is indispensably
necessary for one’s salvation to believe that a man
called Jesus of Nazareth once lived and died in Pales-
tine; but it would be difficult to give any intelligible
reason why the belief in such an historical person
should be necessary for that purpose, or in what way
such a belief should differ in its results from a belief in
Julius Caesar, Aristoteles, or any other person in history ;
as all opinions in regard to things of which we have no
personal experience are merely opinions and constitute
no real knowledge. To believe in an event of which
we know nothing is to cling to a superstition, even if
the event is actually true. We can have no self-knowl-
edge about persons that existed before we were born ;
but we may at any time and at every place realize the
presence of the true saviour, the eternal living Christ
within ourselves.

AJl attempts to explain intellectually the miracles and
deeds attributed to the great Nazarene, for the purpose
of making it more plausible, that they have actually
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occurred in a literal sense, are therefore degrading to
religion, and may be looked upon as a sacrilege ; for
they drag spiritual truths down to gross material life;
they force sublime ideas into narrow material forms,
and destroy the beauty of the ideal by causing it to
appear in a vulgar sensual shape. Even the most
exalted virtues with which a poet may endow a per-
sonal saviour will never give him that lustre which
shines around the head of the eternal and impersonal
Christ, and all attempts to make the beautiful allegories
-of the Bible agree with historical facts will be unsuc-
cessful, and even appear ludicrous to the unprejudiced
and clear-thinking observer.!

The question, whether or not the doctrines of the
Bible are true, cannot be decided by answering the
question, whether or not the events described therein
have actually occurred in external life; that proof must
be sought in the internal evidence of those doctrines,
and this evidence will appear plain enough as soon as
they are understood.

The vain attempts to prove rationally the possibility
of the occurrence of miracles such as are described in

1 Gerald Massey says: “The worst foes of the truth have ever been,
and still are, the rationalizers of the myths, such as the Unitarians. “They
have assumed the human history [of Christ] as the starting-point and
accepted the existence of a personal founder of Christianity as the one
initial and fundamental fact. They have done their best to harmonize the
divinity of the mythos by discharging the supernatural and miraculous
element, in order that the narrative may be accepted as history. Thus
they have lost the battle from the beginning by fighting it on the wrong
ground.” — GERALD MASSEY, The Historical Fesus and Mythical Christ.
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the Bible, are equally absurd ; for the indisputable proof
that one single miracle had actually occurred, would
immediately overthrow the foundation of all religions
and destroy the belief in an eternal and unchanging
God. God, being himself the Law, or the Cause of the
Law, cannot act against himself without committing
suicide, and those who are trying to uphold a belief in
the possibility of anti-natural or absolutely supernatural
occurrences, are denying that God is the ruler of Na-
ture. They degrade him to a fallible being who changes
his mind, and is subject to whims, such as are produced
by external influences; but what external influences
could possibly act upon God, who is self-existent and
omnipresent and who includes the All? The fact that
no miracle has ever occurred is the most formidable
argument for the existence of a universal God ; for it
proves the existence of universal and unchangeable
Law, whose Law-giver must be equally universal and
not subject to change. Those, however, who attempt to
reconcile the miracles of the Bible with material reason,
by seeking to explain them by theories of sleight of
hand, or by the spiritistic theory, are to be pitied most;
for they prove that they have neither the faith which
characterizes the Christian, nor sufficient intellect to
see where the so-called “realities” end, and where the
realm of the fable representing the true Ideal begins.

~ From “profane history” we can gather very little in-
formation in regard to the person of the great reformer.
All that we can learn from a few short remarks in Zac:-
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tus and Josepkus (believed by some to be interpolations)
is, that some such person actually existed, and we are
led to infer, that he was regarded by some as a sorcerer,
by others as one of the would-be reformers and religious
fanatics of those times, that he was opposed to the pre-
vailing religious views, and that on account of the at-
tacks he made upon time-honored institutions, upon
which the security of the church and the authority of
the clergy rested, he was finally put to death.

So-called “sacred history,” as contained in the “four
gospels,” is believed to give a detailed account of his
life and his doctrines; but while there seems to be a
vein of truth in regard to actual historical occurrences
underlying the gospel accounts, the great bulk of the
latter is in contradiction to Common Sense, and merely
a repetition of different allegories, such as we may find in
the ancient books of the Egyptians, Persians, and Brah-
mins. These ancient myths have been most curiously
mixed up with the biography of Jesus of Nazareth and rep-
resented as having actually taken place during his life.
In fact, the few probable details in regard to the life of
Jesus are so much loaded with fables and misinterpreted
allegories, that the “New Testament” deserves to be
regarded rather as a poem, describing psychological pro-
cesses, than as a book of history, describing external
occurrences.

If we examine that book without any prejudice and
without any sectarian bias, we find therein two currents
of thought. The first applies to the life of a man, who
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—if he has not been entirely misrepresented —must
have been a great genius,a hero,and a reformer. The
second current refers to sacred truths, such as were
taﬁght in the secret doctrines of the Arians and Egyp-
tians; truths which we find stated in the books of Hermes
Trismegistus, in the Bhagavad Gita, and others. In
these ancient books we find reference made to the Ckrist
principle long before the name of “Christianity” was
known, and the myths of the “Immaculate Conception,”
the “Son of God,” etc., may be clearly traced to this
ancient origin. This discovery, far from throwing
discredit upon the veracity of the principles upon
which primitive Christianity was based, serves rather to
strengthen the foundation upon which the original doc-
trines rest; it does not overthrow the truths stated in
the Bible, but goes to confirm them, by showing that
the processes thus allegorically described, are not merely
events of the past, but that they are continually occur-
ring, and will in all probability continue to occur in the
future. '

It is usually claimed by those who adhere to a belief
in a merely personal and historical Christ, that the gos-
pels were written by the apostles, who having been
disciples of Jesus and eye-witnesses of the miracles he
performed, knew what they were talking about. Granting
—for argument’s sake—that these men had left some
written accounts; they cannot be held responsible for
all the additions and interpolations which were after-
wards made by their followers and which cannot stand
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the test of sound reason and logic. It has however been
proved by recent researches, that neither of the four
gospels in their present shape was written by the apos-
tles; but that they were probably collected long after-
wards by some unknown members of the church, who
labelled them with the names of the 'apostles, so as to
impress upon them the stamp of unquestioned authority;
while they undoubtedly eliminated from the existing
traditions a great deal that may have appeared preju-
dicial to the interests of the church, or contrary to their
own views and opinions. ‘

It is not our intention to enter into a discussion in re-
gard to the origin of the gospels, nor would we expect
any great benefit to arise from a controversy in regard
to such matters; because in matters of religion and
where no knowledge exists, sentiment forms a stronger
attraction than reason. No argument is strong enough
to force a person to lose his hold of a favorite opinion
to which he has resolved to cling; while those whose
kno“'rledge is the result of mere argumentation, have
usually very little power of spiritually perceiving the
truth. Those who cling to time-honored superstitions
as well as those who love scepticism and sophistry, will
live on the food they have chosen, until they are satiated
with it.

What does it matter to us, after all, to know whether
or not our ideal Christ has ever existed in history? If
we were in a position, or if it were necessary for us to
imitate the daily deeds of the man Jesus of Nazareth in

s
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all their details, then would it perhaps be important to
know whether or not the accounts told of these deeds
are literally true; but as we are living in a different age
and under different circumstances, we cannot imitate his
external life in all its details ; but we can look up to him
as a high ideal and imitate his #nner life, and we may
live up to such an ideal without knowing whether or
not it has ever been embodied upon this earth. To imi-
tate his thoughts is far more important than imitating
his personal acts.

If we look at the image of Jehoshua, seen through the
trembling mists of incense, mixed with the vapors of
human blood and the smoke of burning heretics, we see
merely an unnatural and distorted image of the Jewish
Jehovah, a ghastly-looking shadow that seems to be
neither a god nor a2 man. If we look at him from a
rational standpoint, and apply to him the rule by which
mortals are usually measured, we find that our measure
is somewhat too short, for we discover in him a sublim-
ity of character, an unlimited love, a transcendental
intelligence, such as is not found combined in one per-
son in the modern history of the world; but if we look
at him as being one of the full-grown flowers of human-
ity, a person whose mind was illuminated by Divine
Wisdom, —an Adept, — who possessed the knowledge
of his own Higher Self, all that appears strange and
impossible in his character becomes at once clear and
comprehensible ; but we cannot conceive of him in that
light, without entering to a certain extent within the

-
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mystic realm of occult science, whose key is the power
of spiritual perception, called Zntuition. Looked at in
that light, he stands before us as an ideal Man and as a
personification of Divine Wisdom. :
The standard of morality and spirituality of a people
will always depend on the quality and attitude of the
ideals they follow. If their ideals are monstrous and
unnatural, they will be vicious and lead unnatural lives ;
if their ideals are true, they will be guided by considera-
tions of truth. The ideal created by the Spanish monks
and which they called their “Christ” was a devil, and
their deeds were the actions of devils. The standard of
morality and spirituality existing among the various
Christian churches of the world, including more than
two hundred Christian sects, may be correctly estimated,
according to their higher or lower conception of the
term “ Christ.” In mafly cases we find that conception
very narrow, and therefore the doctrines of these sects
differ in such cases widely from the doctrines of Christ.
“The Christ” or “ Messiak” means the redeeming
power of Universal spiritual consciousness, love, and
intelligence, while the limited “ Christ” of the churches
is merely a person, whose love manifests itself at best
only inside the church. The real Christ means Univer-
sal Life, while the “Christ” of the sects means sepa-
rateness and favoritism. True Christianity means
spiritual enlightenment, unisersal benevolence, charity
and tolerance; Churchianism means mental darkness,
stubborn ignorance, selfishness, intolerance, self-conceit,
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and hate for all who will not submit to clerical rule.
True religion, such as may perhaps be found in the far-
distant golden age, means that entire renunciation and
self-sacrifice, such as we find it described in the Bkaga-
vad Gita and in other sacred books of the East, and
which is also represented by the ill-understood symbol
of the Christian Cross; but modern sectarianism, the
offspring of the worship of the bloodthirsty Jehovah, is
based upon a concentration of all our hopes and aspi-
rations upon the attainment of some selfish personal
benefit here or in the hereafter; upon a craving to save
that worthless self, even if its salvation were to involve
the ruin of the rest of the world.

True religion — the power to know and realize spirit-
ual truths —is attained by those who can rise above the
sphere of their illusive self; sectarianism is kept alive
and nourished by the love of men for their own animal
self and by the fear to lose that beloved thing. As long
as this love of self —based upon an entire misconcep-
tion of the true nature of Man —is not eradicated from
the heart of mankind and replaced by knowledge, the
Upas-tree of dogmatism will find therein a soil in which
to spread its roots and to reap temporal benefits for the
church at the expense of the eternal welfare of its de-
luded adherents. :

In jJekoskua Ben-Pandira we behold a divinely in-
spired man. Inspired,—not by any external personal
deity, — but by the eternal light of Divine Wisdom, that
illumined his mind. We behold in him first a Rabbi,
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a man of great talents, who sought earnestly after the
truth, and who, after having been initiated into the
ancient Egyptian mysteries, became a prophet and a
seer. Having arrived at a knowledge of the truth, he
heroically defended it against the priests of the temple
and sacrificed his life in the attempt to bring the life of
the true Christ, that existed within himself, to the under-
standing of the masses. He attempted to dispel the
clouds of darkness, created by superstition and fear, so
that the light of spiritual knowledge might enter the
hearts of mankind. He taught the principle of univer-
sal fraternal love, of a love for the sake of love, — not a
love on account of expected rewards ; but his ideas were
too grand, too sublime, to be comprehended by the nar-
row-minded bigots of his age. He was murdered by
those whom he attempted to save, and He— whose
whkole life-effort was divected to overthrow the supersti-
tious belief in a limited God, separated from humanity
and subject to whims and caprices, — was so little under-
stood by his followers, that, after kis death, those who
claimed to believe in his teackings, made of himself such
a limited god, separated kim from humanity, and selected
him for an object of their external worship.

“In “Jesus of Nazareth’ we behold a beautiful allegory,
representing the spiritual germ of divine Intelligence in
the soul of Man, conceived in the heart by the power of
the spirit of Divine Wisdom, continually born in the
mystic Bethlekem situated in the purest region of the
human soul. To speak of Him as an “historical per-
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son” is a blasphemy and an absurdity. He never was
killed by the Jews, although he is continually crucified
by professed Christians. He is alive to-day and will live
forever, and resides in the hearts of those who adore him
and obey his commands.

Is mankind nowadays better prepared to receive the
gospel of the universal saving power of Knowledge and
Love than when Jehoshua lived? Are men ready now to
do away with the religion of fear and selfishness and
substitute for it the gospel of Freedom? Will it now be
possible for them to comprehend that their beloved self,
to which they cling with the grip of despair, as a drown-
ing man clings to a straw, has no permanent existence at
all —but is merely an illusion, a product of a continually
changing interaction of correlating forces; which, acting
within the physical plane, produce that sensation which
causes the illusion of isolated existence? Will the pious
be ready to believe, that before they can hope for any
immortality of their individual self, they will first have to
begin to live by finding that individual Higker Self, their
Saviour, who exists in a life beyond the separation of
form? Will they be ready to receive the gospel of eter-
nal and universal life in the spirit, or will they regard a
doctrine which denies the immortality of the lower seft
as being identical with denying the immortality of the
soul? Have men become intelligent and heroic enough
to be free, or must they still be furnished with the
crutches of hope and fear to enable them to stand up-
right? Are men now their own Masters, or are priest-
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craft and superstition still necessary evils, to keep the
ignorant in subjection and terror and to make them obey
the law? Is a religion which is based upon the love of
men for their animal selves, and whose only excuse for
existence is its expediency and usefulness for political
and social purposes, really useful in the end? Issucha
religion calculated to ennoble mankind, or may perhaps.
the cause for the growth of selfishness and its resulting
evils be found in that spirit of egotism upon which that
religion rests? .W’ill it be practicable now to proclaim
truths, which have at all times been carefully hidden
from the eyes of the ignorant, and if not, should not
the truth be told for its own sake and irrespectivagyf
any consequences that may result therefrom? Can the
knowledge of the truth have any other effect in the end
but that of ennobling those who open their eyes to its
light, even if the dawn of to-day will cause a temporary
disturbance among the dark mists of ignorance which
cover the face of the earth?

These important questions seem to be well worthy of
our consideration, especially at the present day, when
the Christian temples all over the world are seen to
totter and shake, because they are built upon sand;
when the monsters of anarchism, socialism, nihilism,
etc., born of ignorance, rear their heads, and tyranny
and monopoly, the offspring of selfishness, are vampiriz-
ing humanity; when the whole of Europe appears to be
threatened by a devastating war, and America is begin-
ning to suffer the ills produced by causes transplanted
from the old world to the new. *
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In regard to so-called science, the age which seems,
now to be nearing its end has been one of blind materi-
alism; in regard to so-called religion, it has been one of
formalism and credulity in supposed historical facts; but
it is said that now has the time arrived when one of the
seals of the “closed book” spoken of in the Bible is to
be opened; that is to say, that the understanding of
mankind as a whole will be opened to a comprehension
of eternal truths, which for ages past have been mis-
understood.

The following allegories describe the processes which
are taking place within the inner or thought-life of all
wjpo strive for initiation, and which must have therefore
also taken place within the inner life of Jehoshua, if
that person was what we may well suppose him to
have been,—a man illumined by the spirit of Divine
Wisdom.



THE TRUE HISTORY OF CHRIST.

(AN ALLEGORY.)

Forever the Light shineth into darkness, but the darkness com-
prehendeth it not.

LoNg, long ago in the past, perhaps millions of ages
ago, at a time beyond human calculation, there was a
realm of Light, wherein resided the Spirit of Wisdom.
His body was like a Sun, and the living rays emanating
from him filled the universe with glory. Matter of a
fiery and ethereal kind, such as is unknown to man,
filled all space, and the light coming from that Spirit
penetrated the realm of Matter and endowed it with
life and sensation. Gradually this matter began to cool,
centres of attractions were formed, and around these
centres still more matter condensed, and they grew
into revolving globes travelling with lightning velocity
through space, being guided by the Spirit of Wisdom.
Upon these globes stones, vegetables, animals, and
human beings grew.

But in proportion as this matter became dense and
solid, it became impenetrable to the light coming from
the Spirit of Wisdom, and the men born therein groped
in darkness, until they discovered a phosphorescent
substance in the caves of the earth which gave forth a
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light like a diamond after having begn exposed to the
sun, and they called it “Ratio.” By the light of this
stone they were able to see their surroundings. Men
and animals used this stone, but in the hands of men it
shone brighter than when the animals used it.

But the light which they now possessed threw a false
glitter upon the objects which it illuminated and caused
them to appear distorted and not as they actually were.
The Spirit of Wisdom, pitying mankind on account of
their ignorance and darkness wherein they lived, re-
solved to descend to them; but being unable to make
himself visible to men, because their eyes had become
petrified and blind, he attempted to manifest himself by
assuming a more solid shape in their souls.

He entered the Heart of Man and found it to be a
stable, filled with animals of all kinds. There was an
ox called the Wi/l tied to the yoke of passion, and an
ass called Reason, led about by erroneous speculations.
There was a %og called /ntemperance, and a goat called
Lechery, and around the door prowled the tiger, the
wolf, and the hyena, seeking to gain admittance, while
snakes and poisonous reptiles were wriggling and crawl-
ing through the cracks of the roof. The stable was full
of impurities, the windows were covered with cobwebs,
that prevented the light from entering; but in spite of
these disgusting surroundings the Spirit of Wisdom
remained there and attempted to clean it and transform
it into a temple, fit for him to reside therein.

He attempted to make his presence known to the
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proprietor of the stable, but for a long time his calls
were not listened to; for besides the noise made by the
animals in the lower part of the building, there was a
great noise made in the upper story, which was occu-
pied by traders of all kinds, by lecturers and preachers,
scientists, theologians and moralizers, of whom each
one tried to make himself heard above the rest.

By some accident the voice of Wisdom attracted at
last the attention of the proprietor, but he could not
understand what it said, for the language seemed for-
eign to him. He therefore sent a commission to exam-
ine the claims of that Spirit. So)lzz’:try and Supersts-
tion, the daughters of Igmorance, and a fellow named
Logie, an illegitimate son of a woman called Experience,
arrived, accompanied by a dog called Se/fiskness. They
listened to the Spirit and wrote down what he said.
They then asked him for his certificates, to prove who
he was, and wanted to dispute with him; and as he did
not answer their arguments in a manner comprehensible
to them, they shook their heads and did not believe
what he said. The animals clamored that the strange
visitor should be ejected, for his presence disturbed
them in their comfort and ease. Moreover, the angel
having begun to assume a material form, needed some
nourishment to acquire substance and strength, and he
abstracted blood from the animals in the stable and
nourished himself with it.

Such a state of affairs appeared intolerable to the
proprietor of the house, and he resolved to kill the
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intruder. He was, however, afraid to attack him openly,
because he feared the light that shone from his body.
He had in his employ two servants in whom he trusted,
although they were fwo thieves, who continually robbed
their master of his most valuable treasures whenever
any opportunity offered itself ; but he knew it net, and
believed them to be his faithful assistants. The name
of one of these thieves was Credulity, and the name of
the other was Scepticism, and both were the greatest
enemies of the Trutk.

One evening the Spirit went into the garden that
surrounded the house. He had succeeded in transform-
ing, by his magic power, some of the animals into men,
and they followed him; but the proprietor hearing of
his whereabouts, sent his servants to have him arrested.
But Credulity and Scepticism had never seen the Spirit
of Wisdom and did not know him; they therefore ap-
plied to Logzc, who by a certain trick of argumentation,
which he had learned from a sorceress in the West,
whose name was Curiosity, managed to come very near
to the 7yut/, and kissed him, and (they) then treach-
erously overpowered the Spirit of Wisdom and caused
him to be crucified. But the Spirit, being immortal,
could not die; the men who attempted to kill him
merely destroyed his form, and thereby rendered them-
selves incapable of seeing his outward expression, and
the Spirit of Wisdom returned to his eternal home, to
descend again and again into the hearts of men and to
tepeat the same process forever and ever, by being born,
crucified, and resurrected every day.



« JTEHOVAH.”

A beautiful god is the most noble product of Man.

MAN-CREATED GODSs are most wonderful beings. They
possess all the virtues and vices of those who made
them, and they in return cause their creators to be
vicious or virtuous, foolish or wise. It is known to
the student of occult science, that if a man consciously
and wilfully performs an act, whether it be good or
evil, he calls a living power into existence, which reacts
upon him, until the strength with which it has been
endowed by him who conjured it up, is exhausted, and
while it lives, it may be either a curse or a blessing to
its creator. Thus it is even with the creating of gods,
and the law that applies to an individual man also ap-
plies to a people.

From the time of the Babylonian captivity up to the
present day a curse seems to have been attached to the
Jewish nation. They have been persecuted in almost
every country; they have been hated wherever they
went. Justly or unjustly, their cowardice, selfishness,
and greed have almost become proverbial; as a nation
they have surpassed all others in grasping and hoarding
wealth ; they are as a whole believed to be tyrannical,
unrelenting, and obstinate, while on the other hand they*

N
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excel other nations in such virtues as grow from a state
of separateness and isolation ; they closely cling to each
other, they assist each other in need; they love their
families, and become even heroes in the defence of what
they may legally claim as their own.

If we attempt to trace the curse which seems to rest
upon them to its origin, we may find it in the fact that
they have created that cruel, bloodthirsty, and selfish
god, whom they called “ Jehovah,” and the god whom
they had created, reflected upon them his own attributes
and became the instrument of their punishment. They
materialized a grand idea, forced it into a limited form
and endowed it with life, and they thereby chained them-
selves to that form and became its slaves. In creating
a separate god of their own, isolated from the universal
God of humanity, they became themselves separated
and isolated from the rest of mankind; their god, whose
favorites they imagined themselves to be, was the out-
come of their own selfishness, and he became the instru-
ment of their torture : the birth of Jehovah became the
curse which clung to their heels wherever they went.

For millions of years the eternal Bra/m, the great
and universal Spiritual Sun of Wisdom, had sent his
beneficent rays into the world of mind. He knew no
distinction of person, but gave the light of wisdom to
all who opened their hearts to receive it; the water of
Truth descended like rain upon all, and refreshed those
who opened their souls to drink it in. Life, Light, and
Happiness were accessible to all ‘mankind, without the

L2
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interference of man-ordained priests; the Universal God
asked for no other sacrifice but that which rises up
spontaneously from a pure heart, the adoration of abso-
lute Good, —a sacrifice which, kindled by the fire of un-
selfish Love, rises up like a cloud to the throne of the
Eternal and returns again like heavenly dew, showering
upon him who offers the sacrifice seven times more of
that which he gives.

Thus in ancient times the heaven-ordained priests —
that is to say, all human beings who were conscious of
the existence of a universal divine ideal—fed the gods
with sacrifices of pure and exalted thoughts, and were
fed in return by the gods;! they sent their spiritual
aspirations from the altar of a pure heart into the
highest regions of thought and called spiritual forces
into action, which reacted upon them, endowing them
with knowledge and ennobling their characters. Their
“prayers” served to thin the veil of matter by which
they were surrounded and to enable them to look
beyond the “gates” of their prisons. The higher state
of consciousness to which they arose created a new
¢ Jerusalem” in their souls and caused them to realize
their own true manhood and their true condition as
living, embodied, spiritual powers, kings and lords of
creation. They needed no help from external, personal
gods ; because they were aware of the living presence
of the universal Spirit of Wisdom acting within them-
selves.

1 Bhagavad Gita, III. 12,
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But as with the increase of the population the battle
for terrestrial existence became stronger, and men, forced
by external circumstances, began to give more attention
to their animal necessities than to the requirements of a
life in the Eternal, as they became strongly attracted to
sensual things, and lost proportionately the power to
conceive of that which transcends sensual perception ;
they became unconscious of their own,divine nature,
they lost confidence in the divine power within them-
selves, and clamored for help from external sources.
They forgot how to pray, and learned how to deg; and
as no god appeared to give them the things which they
desired, they invented gods of their own. They needed
gods who promised to save them from slavery, because
having become slaves to Se/f, they were now too busy to -
execute the commands of their master, and to attend to
his affairs, to give much attention to their salvation, and
to work themselves effectively to recover their freedom.
Thus the Unlimited, Eternal, and Infinite disappeared
from their view, and in its place they created limited,
personal, and changeable gods. The god which the Jews
created was called “Jehovah,” —a name whose real
meaning was known only to few,—and they endowed
him with all the good and evil qualities which character-
ized their own selves.

Natural and heaven-ordained priests, such as were con-
scious of the divinity existing in man, and who refused
to render homage to man-made gods, were persecuted
and slain ; divine worship became a matter of trade and
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was intrusted to man-ordained clergymen, who had no
higher ideal .than their own semi-animal selves, repre-
sented by the gods who were the offspring of their own
imagination. The interest of the church became par-
amount to the acquisition of Wisdom, external cere-
monies and material sacrifices took the place of spiritual
aspirations and heart-offerings, hopes of future rewards
and fears of punishment in the dread hereafter took the
place of that nobility of character which seeks to do
good for the love of Good, irrespective of any conse-
quences that may accrue to one’s self therefrom. Exter-
nal heavens and hells were invented, and the priests truly
possessed the keys to them; for by acting upon the
imagination of the believers, they could cause them to
believe to be either in heavén or in hell. Thus the
eternal Reality, the Trutk, was deposed from its throne
in the hearts of men, and priest-craft, with its illusions,
assumed the sceptre.

When the Jews created their god they lost their own
manhood ; they lost all confidence in their own power.
Thenceforth they trusted in their creature, and the god
whoese fathers they were, fed them with promises and
prophecies, which were never kept nor fulfilled. While
the gods of the Romans inspired the latter to perform
deeds of valor, this Jewish god promised to accomplish
their duties for them. Instead of helping themselves,
they now waited for help from their god, and remained
slaves, bound by chains of their own construction. But
in vain arose to the clouds the odor of burning bullocks
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ing a mental image, which they endow with their own
character ; they concentrate upon it their thoughts,
their hopes and fears, and as they themselves become
old and toethless and wrinkled, they are horrified to see
the image in the mirror before them change its features.
They discover imperfections about their god, where
they had imagined everything to be perfect. They then
attempt to “doctor ” their god ; they apply plasters and
salves, they paint him and dress him up, they seek to
prolong his life; but the new generations, having a
younger ideal, see him putrefy below the varnish and
mask : they want a young god, a god that resembles
themselves, and they create a new one for themselves.

Thus gods are continually subject to change. As
the character of a nation changes, so changes its god.
To reform the gods of humanity, humanity must be
reformed. Only when all men are of one mind, will
they all have the same God.

But that universal ideal which causes all men to be
of one mind cannot be found in external creeds, cere-
monies, and forms, nor in adjustable opinions and doc-
trines ; for external appearances, opinions, and theories
are continually subject to change. Each human being
differs from every other in his external appearance and
in the way he thinks. There is only one thing which
all men share and which constitutes their humanity :
it is the consciousness of being human ; the knowledge
that they are superior to stones, vegetables, and animals,
and that they belong to the great family of mankind.
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which men have invented ; for the gods, the servants
of the church, will be useless, and with them their own
authority will be at an end. Then will the people cease
to sacrifice to the golden calf, and the kingdom of the
true Felhovak, who rejoices within the hearts of men
when they kill their animal passions and sacrifice to
him their erroneous opinions, will be restored; but
those who refuse to open their eyes to the sunlight of
truth will remain in darkness and suffer the tortures
which they themselves have created by their own mor-

bid imagination.



NAZARETH.

From the conjunction of the Intellect and the Intuition, the Son,
whose name is Wisdom, is born.

ONE of the most beautiful countries in Palestine is
Galilee. 1t appears like an oasis in the midst of the
desolate sunburnt wastes, so frequently seen in the
Holy Land, and in ene of its most charming spots is
situated the village of MNazareth. Green are the fields
and abundant the forests, and in the orchards around
the huts composing the village the fig and the lemon
grow. To the east is the River Jdrdan, flowing tran-
quilly between the gardens and villas situated upon its
borders and sparkling in the light of the sun, from the
time when that fiery orb rises above towering Mount
Tabor until he sinks again below the horizon, behind
the cliffs of the Carmel mountains, that loom up in the
distant west; while towards the north may be seen a
small white strip, the Mediterranean Sea, throwing its
foam upon the sandy beach of Pheenicia.

Thus in the mind of man, and in the midst of the
wilderness of opinions, a place may be found, deserving
the title of “Holy Land,” where the river of thought
tranquilly flows, illuminated by the Sun of Divine Wis-
dom, that, ever since the beginning of the world, arose
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from the East; while in the distant West loom the dark
mountains of Scepticism. In that sacred place will the
Truth, the true Saviour, be known.

At the beginning of the Christian era the village of
Nazareth was a collection of huts, built like all small
oriental houses of sun-dried clay, put up apparently
without any pretension to design. There were none of
those broad avenues and streets, comfortable for walk-
ing and driving, which we are accustomed to see where
European civilization exists ; but there was that charm-
ing disorder and variety which gives to ancient towns
their peculiar character and endows each spot with a
certain amount of individuality of its own. The houses
were without windows towards the sides of the street,
to keep out intruders, and they received their light
from interior courts, which in this mild climate served
as places for sitting or working during the day and for
sleeping apartments at night.

The population of Nazareth, amounting to some four
thousand individuals, were for the most part a modest
and unassuming people, differing in that respect from
the inhabitants of Judea. They were of a mixed kind,
consisting of Hebrews, Pheenicians, Arabs, and Greeks,
to which were added a number of Roman officers and
guards, stationed there for the protection of the inter-
ests of the Romans.

As it is usually the case in places where types of
various kinds intermingle, the women of Nazareth were
very beautiful. They were celebrated on account of
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their charms all over Palestine; nor could it fail that
their beauty attracted the attention of the stately Roman

- soldiers, and that the latter won the love of the former.
Human nature was at those times not fundamentally
different from what it is now, and we need therefore not
be surprised to hear, that one of the stalwart Roman
warriors, whose name was Pandira, fell in love with one
of the dark-eyed daughters of Nazareth, and that the
fruit of their “illegitimate” union was a son, whom they
called Jekos/iua, and who, having inherited from his father
the manly pride of the Roman, and from his Jewish mother
his almost feminine beauty and modesty, became an
appropriate vehicle for the unfolding of that great and
powerful spirit of wisdom that inspired him to over-
throw the altars of the cruel Jehovah and to teach man-
kind the gospel of fraternal love.

Let not the pious ear be shocked at the statement
that Jehoshua was of illegitimate birth; nor need the
“historical ”’ fact that he was born out of wedlock les-
sen our respect for the great reformer; for it is not
often that the truth comes in a manner which is con-
sidered legitimate among men. They consider only
that knowledge legitimate which has for its parents ex-
ternal observation and logic; but the greatest spiritual

_—~ truths come by intuition, without external signs. They
are the products of interior perception and understand-
ing, and they are rejected as being illegitimate by those
who reason from the plane of external effects. They
descend silently from heaven, they enter the soul during
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our dreams; they may be communicated to us in visions
and are seen by the spirit, but they are not accepted by
the sceptical intellect, which is spiritually blind. The
way in which such a knowledge arrives is authorized
neither by science nor by the church, for sciences and
churches belong to external things, and such truths are
therefore rejected by the world.

Only those whose souls are pure and immaculate,
whose minds have formed no legalized adulterous alli-
ances with pseudo-scientific and erroneous theological
dogmas, only those whose hearts cling to no foreign
opinions, but possess within themselves the spirit of
knowledge, will be able to receive such illegitimate
truths by the power of inspiration. Their souls may
become ‘ Mothers of Christ,” their minds illuminated
by the Holy Spirit of Sanctity, their hearts become
living temples of God.

Of Jehoshua’s mother little is to be said. Women in
oriental countries —then as now — had but little oppor-
tunity for receiving an education or for displaying any
other accomplishments than their natural talents and
physical charms. Ignorant, innocent, and of modest
manners, uneducated but kind, sympathetic and beauti-
ful, Stada, like many others of her sex, was guided more
by the decisions of her heart than by the calculations
of her intellect. Her heart yearned for love, and she
hoped to find in Pandira the realization of her ideal.
Her story is a mere repetition of millions of others of
the same kind. As in the case of her prototype Psycte,
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her lover departed as soon as she began to find out
who he was, and after a period of grief she married a
poor citizen, a carpenter, who, on account of her beauty
and sweetness of temper, consented to become her hus-
band and a father to her child.

In the family of this carpenter and builder of houses,
Jehoshua passed the days of his childhood, learning to
construct Zgy-kouses and cages for animals. He evidently
was a very talented child ; for the toy-houses which he
constructed were as well adapted for their purposes as
the physical form of man is adapted for his soul. While
the gospel accounts, whose allegorical language evidently
refers to the growth and awakening of the intelligent
principle in man, represent Jesus as a supernaturally
wise, and therefore unnatural child, the so-called apocry-
phal gospels speak of him as a wild and mischievous
boy, who naturally possessed some powers of black
magic, by which he injured his playmates whenever
they dared to contradict him or refused to submit to
his whims. Considering the latter accounts as having
been greatly exaggerated, we may well suppose that,
having inherited from his father the temperament of a
soldier, he found but little taste in following the pro-
fession of his foster-father, and preferred roaming about
the neighborhood of the village and a stroll to the
mountains, to handling the saw at the carpenter’s bench.
The illegit