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Table of alchemical equipment and
operations by Athanasius Kircher

This systematic table of alchemical operations gppharatus is found in Athanasius Kirchdyndus
Subterraneus. Amsterdam, 1665. Tomus Il., page 260.

Chymia is engaged about :-
Equipment
Place

Furnaces
OPEN
Proving
Bellows

COVERED
Simple
Calcining
Cementing
Reverberating
Dissolving
Ascending

by the dry way
in a flask

in a sand bath
by the wet way



in a water bath
Descending
Compound

Athanor

With auxiliary furnaces

Vessels

HEATED

made from special materials
Glass

Phials

Circulating vessels
Pelicans

Double pelicans
Philosophers Egg
Mineral

Metal

Subtiliation

in flasks

in boiling vessels

Fusion

Moulds

Casting cones
Earthenware

made only of earthenware
for fusion

Ash cupels

Crucibles

not for fusion
cementation box
containing another vessel
sand bath

muffle furnace

made from any materials
Superior alembic

closed alembic for cooking
alembic with a beak
Inferior alembic
Cucurbites

Retorts

NOT HEATED

for storing
Receptacles
Dishes

for transferring
Funnels
Separating funnels

Instruments
Instruments for use in the fire

Always necessary
thin items



gridiron

iron rod or poker
thick item
shovel

optional

wooden

dyoptra (for protecting the eyes against the fire)
metallic

iron plate

Mortar

Sources of heat

Natural rays of the Sun
Artificial

simple

for digesting
Athanor
Dung-bath

for separating
gently

Ash-bath

fiercely

indirect
Sand-bath

Bath of iron filings
directly

Coal fire

flames

mixed bath

of sea water

of dew

Operations
Solution
Calcination

Corrosion

by vapours

by immersion

in the wet way
by Amalgamation
by Precipitation
in the dry way

by Cementatio
by Commixtion

Ignition

by Combustion
by Reverberation
by Incineration
by Vitrification



Dissolution

SUBTILIATION

by operations of short duration
by Elevation

in the dry way
Sublimation

in the wet way
directly

in an Alembic

in a bladder
obliquely

through a side Retort
by Descension

by heat

by cold

Deliquium

Filtration

by operations of long duration
Exaltation

by Circulation

by Ablution

Digestion

by Putrefaction

by Imbibition

by Cohobation

by Coration

by Extraction

LIQUEFACTION

simple

proving

through Cineritium (ashes)
through Antimony

Coagulation
by cold
by heating

The three alchemical flasks of Oldfield

These alchemical three flasks were bequeathed bgapt, Clement Oldfield, to Queen Elizabeth |, \after some
subterfuge sold them to Roloff Peterson of Lubddks correspondence is preserved in the Domestie $tapers. |
show here the summaries of the contents of eatgr fedbm the Catalogue of the State Papers.

Elizabeth Vol. LXXV. 66. [1570?] Note of the contsrof the letter to Her Majesty written from J. &ebn, native
of Lubeck. On the subject of alchemy: offering & three wonderful alchemical glasses; and of tidertaking by
Robert Smythe, on the peril of his head, to brig@@0 dollars into the Queen's coffers by theirmsea

Elizabeth Vol. CCXLV. 130. [Oct. 20. 1593. LubeRploff Peterson to the Queen. Clement Ouldfieldnbn
Kent, came to lodge in his house at Lubec, 11 S&87, and continued there until 6 Sept. 1593, wieedied; he
studied alchemy night and day, and had broughtéifrts such perfection that, if the Lord had spahneglife six
months longer, he believed he should have reapekdairt's desire. The day before he died, he gebritrmed the



writer that he had at last found out and long kepécret of such value, and so far exceeding fadirpthat none but
high and mighty Princes should participate, he theivered to him three glass bodies, containicgethical
preparations, sol, luna, etc. and explained thease sundry others. After this he told him he haxlost wonderful
secret, which, in the hands of any man but meadlfukin this art, would work wonderful things, drwished the
writer to make profit thereby, in regard of his ¢hmess; but inasmuch as the great and infinitedreaghat might be
attained by these means rather appertained to dfesty of kings and princes than to men of histestee bound
him by an oath to present the same to the QueEngtnd, and wait her answer six months, beforamiogehe
matter to any other, or making profit thereof, whie might then do if she refused; after this leddgd up the
ghost. If Her Majesty will send any skilful mante further advertised, and to see the thingsady¢o discharge
his trust; but if he has no knowledge within sixmtits, shall esteem himself freed from the coveramd,at liberty
to dispose thereof. [2 pages.]

Elizabeth Vol. CCXLVII. 36. [Feb. 2nd. 1594.] Pragmiby Rob. Smith of Great Yarmouth, that whereasase
delivered into the hands of Sir Thos. Wilkes, clefithe Council, a letter to the Queen from Roléterson, of
Lubec, offering to present three glasses or badiagchemy, one of Sol, one of Luna, and the ottiéviercury, as
the gift of Mr. Ouldfield, born in Kent, and hadered Sir Thomas, at the peril of his head, todp#d0,000 dollars
into Her Majesty's coffers for these glasses olidmdvithout one penny of expense, if it will pledser Majesty not
to meddle with the receiving of them; and whereasbtls were moved as to how Her Majesty might cardide
virtues of these glasses or bodies, as being wittiwar or deceit, and whether she would accephtbethe money;
he confirms on his allegiance and life, the fivgb tparticulars, and offers to bring Roloff, if heds, and the glasses
or bodies, before Her Majesty, to be examinedy aftéch, if she shall refuse the bodies, he willdoeind as before,
to procure the money at his own charge.

Elizabeth Vol. CCXLVII. 72. [Feb. 20th. 1594. HaroptCourt.] Instructions to Rob. Smith, of Yarmouibnt by
the Queen to Lubec. He having received the Queeplg to a letter from Roloff Peterson, of Lubexid repair
thither, deliver the letter, receive the three glagdies, and bring them to Her Majesty. He issttegtain from
Peterson whether the materials therein were comeidsy Ouldfield to be brought to full perfectiand if anything
is lacking, what it is. Also to recover any bookspapers of Ouldfield relating thereto, or othehisf books which
treat of alchemy; also a secret menstruum, witiutch the materials aforesaid can hardly be brotgperfection.
All these things are to be brought to Her Majestygrder to ascertain their value, and either dettaém, or return
them, on the consideration mentioned. [Copy. 1phges.]

Elizabeth Vol. CCL. 9. [Sept. 30th. 1594. Greenwlireclaration by the Queen, that whereas Clemduffield
made a bequest, containing certain secrets ofmlght® Roloffe Peterson of Lubec, on conditionhit being first
offered on composition to Her Majesty, the saidussg shall be delivered unopened to the deputiyeofterchant
adventurers at Stade, for Peterson; or if sheciagald to keep it, he shall receive 500 I. for #meswithin six
months. [Copy.]

Elizabeth Vol. CCLI. 57. [March 13th. 1595.] Insttions for Rob. Smith, sent on Her Majesty's seruito
Germany. You shall repair to where you know thespes remain, with whom you are to confer on theiserfor
which sent, and speedily bring to Her Majesty'darsfthe sum which you promised, for the mateti@igueathed to
her by Clement Oldfield, deceased. As she has pexrthe said materials, or 500 I., before 20th IAgwrkt, to
Roloff Peterson, of Lubec, you are, if possibleinform her before that time, whether you can cossgghe matter.
If unable so to do, you are to tell Peterson thatgerson to whom the Queen sent for advice dogetmaterials is
ill, and cannot attend before June, and to recuesistponement till June 15, when the money ogdttugls will be
delivered him by the governor of the Merchant Adveers at Stade, who has received orders to thedtef

If you conclude with the parties to whom you regortthe promised sum, it may be paid at Stadd,ipdrand, and
part on bond, and the materials delivered, withiguible or alteration, as left by Oldfield, on Jurte

All secrecy is to be observed, that it may not lggpesed that the Queen has any other interestisatid materials
than as a princess to whom, for their rarenesgpeemousness, they were offered; but that, theiregh@ow in the
realm some acquainted with them, she has left tioetime disposition of a servant of hers, by whom sice deputed
to make such benefit as their value allows. Peteisto be led to suppose that your journey to Genmis to bring
to Her Majesty a person who can inform her aboaitfaterials. You are to send a speedy report akethdt of
your mission, that orders may be given accordin@\./2 pages.]

Elizabeth Vol. CCLI. 58. [March 14th. 1595.] The@wil to Alderman Saltonstall, governor of the Meaat



Adventurers of London, resident at Stade. We sendtlyree cases, two of wood, and one of black optt sealed,
with glass bodies therein, which you are to serthéoccompany, to be safely kept until further osdéfrbefore or
about 24th April next, Roloff Peterson of Lubeclshiim, by a writing from Her Majesty, either tisaid cases or
a sum of money in lieu thereof, he is requestgubsipone his claim till June 10, since a persomfoom Her
Majesty sent to judge to quality of the things eaméd in the glasses could not hitherto come tddfigbecause of
sickness, but she has now sent into that courgpeaial messenger for him. You are to keep youinigathe
glasses a secret from Peterson, Rob. Smith, adtha&lis, and only to deliver them on order fronm][$hos.

Wilkes. [1 1/2 pages. Copy.]

Elizabeth Vol. CCLIV. 46. [Oct. 1595.] Protest te imade by the deputy governor of the Merchant Atlirers at
Stade. In Sept. 1594, the Queen received from RBEtrson of Lubec certain material of alchemglest up in
glass cases, and promised that they should benegtisafe and unopened in six months, to the Mechmnturer's
deputy at Stade, for restoration to Peterson,sw tlat he should be paid 500 |. Before the tinpoiyped, the
Queen, as she could not obtain information in tif#he virtues supposed to be in the materialsymed them to
the said deputy, requesting Peterson to wait awemtdl Rob. Smith had procured a person from Gamynto
inform her of their qualities. Peterson promiseavait till Sept. 30, when he declared he could waitonger, and
demanded the 500 I. Sent the Queen word, and extéier directions, that as Peterson will not beardrto wait
till she can procure a skilful person - who is eaasily to be found - to test the value of the malgrHer Majesty
returns them. Thereupon, |, the deputy, herebyaetadhim the three glass bodies, to see thatliheg been
unopened, and am ready to deliver them to him swélivery of the Queen's note thereon.

Peterson having refused to receive the same, depaty, protest my freedom from any charge or dgmmalating
to the said goods, and declare that neither | rearVbjesty is bound to pay the 500 I., unless stterbtained the
goods. | think Peterson forgets the high statdefstacred person he deals with, in claiming theayevithout
having intimated his mislike of the delays. [6 paye

Colours to be observed in the Great Work

This is contained idurifontina Chymica: or, a collection of fourteemall treatises concerning the first matter of
philosophers, for the discovery of their (hithestomuch concealed) Mercury. Which many have staljiou
endeavoured to hide, but these to make manifesthddoenefit of Mankind in generdlondon, 1680.

Colours to be observed in the
Operation of the Great Work.

YOU must expect to have it exceeding Black, wittindays after you have put your Composition ine@tass
over the Fire; if it be not black, proceed no ferthor it is unrecoverable: it must be as blackh@sRavens Head,
and must continue a long time, and not utterlyoselit during five months.

If it be Orange colour, or half Red, within someadinime after you have begun your Work, withoutidbyour
Fire is too hot; for these are tokens that you Hawat the Radical humour and vivacity of the Stone

Know ye not, that you may have Black or anythingexi or compounded together with moisture: But yaisim
have Black which must come and proceed of PerfeatalNine Bodies, by a real Putrefaction, and totiome a long
time.

As for the colours of Blew and Yellow, they sigeithat the Solution and Putrefaction is not yefquely finished,
and that the colours of our Mercury are not yet wathgled with the rest.

The Black aforesaid is an evident sign, that inkteginning the Matter and Composition doth begipurge it self,
and to dissolve into small Powder, less than théelan the Sun; or a glutinous Water, which feetimg heat, will
ascend and descend in the Glass: at length ithigken and congeal, and become like Pitch, exogeliack; in
the end it will become a Body, and Earth, which sarall Terra foetida; for then by reason of thefgur
Putrefaction, it will have a scent or stink liketaitGraves newly opened, wherein the Bodies ar¢hooowly
consumed. Hermes doth call it Terra foliis, but pn@per name is Leton, which must be blanched aadiemvhite.
This blackness doth manifest a Conjunction of trededvnd Female, or rather of the four Elements.

Orange colour then doth shew that the Body hatlyebhad sufficient digestion, and that the hurgi@ithereof the
colours of Black, Blew, and Azure do come) is balf lovercome by the dryness.

When dryness doth predominate, then all will betevRiowder: It first beginneth to whiten round abitat outward



sides of the Glass; the Ludus Philosophorum doghtkat the first sign of perfect whiteness, is dippearing of a
little hoary circle passing upon the Head, shevitisglf round about the Matter on the outward siofethe Glass, in
a kind of Citrine colour.

The Six Keys of Eudoxus, opening into the most Secret
Philosophy.

Taken from M.A. AtwoodSuggestive Inquiry into the Hermetic Mystery.

The Six Keys of Eudoxus

THE FIRST KEY
1. The First Key is that which opens the dark prism which the Sulphur is shut up: this is it whicnows how to
extract the seed out of the body, and which folmsStone of the philosophers by the conjunctiothefspirit with
the body -- of sulphur with mercury.
2. Hermes has manifestly demonstrated the operafititis First Key by these words: In the caverhithe metals
there is hidden the Stone, which is venerable hibfigcolour, a mind sublime, and an open sea.
3. This Stone has a bright glittering: it conta@nSpirit of a sublime original; it is the Sea o Wise, in which they
angle for their mysterious Fish.
4. But the operations of the three works have atgteal of analogy one to another, and the philespdo
designedly speak in equivocal terms, to the entthizese who have not the Lynx's eyes may pursuagyrand be
lost in this labyrinth, from whence it is very haaodget out. In effect, when one imagines that thggak of one
work, they often treat of another.
5. Take heed, therefore, not to be deceived herét i a truth, that in each work the Wise Artisight to dissolve
the body with the spirit; he must cut off the Ragdread, whiten the Black, and vivify the Whitet igas properly
in the First operation that the Wise Artist cutbtbe head of the Black Dragon and of the Raven.
6. Hence, Hermes says, What is born of the Craheideginning of this Art. Consider that it is gparation of the
black, foul, and stinking fume of the Blackest Bddhat our astral, white, and resplendent Storfierieed, which
contains in its veins the blood of the Pelicaiis kit this First Purification of the Stone, andhé$ shining whiteness,
that the work of the First Key is ended.

THE SECOND KEY
1. The Second Key dissolves the compound of theeStand begins the separation of the Elements in a
philosophical manner: this separation of the eléminnot made but by raising up the subtle ané parts above
the thick and terrestrial parts.
2. He who knows how to sublime the Stone philoscgihy, justly deserves the name of a philosophiaceshe
knows the Fire of the Wise, which is the only ingtient which can work this sublimation. No philosephas ever
openly revealed this Secret Fire, and this powexrfj@nt, which works all the wonders of the Artmi® shall not
understand it, and not know how to distinguishyitlee characters whereby it is described, oughta&e a stand
here, and pray to God to make it clear to himtterknowledge of this great Secret is rather agjifleaven, than a
Light acquired by the natural force of reasonimg;him, nevertheless, read the writings of theqsaiphers; let him
meditate; and, above all, let him pray: there igifficulty which may not in the end be made clbgiWork,
Meditation, and Prayer.
3. Without the sublimation of the Stone, the cosi@r of the Elements and the extraction of thedilas is
impossible; and this conversion, which makes Waté&tarth, Air of Water, and Fire of Air, is the gnvay
whereby our Mercury can be prepared.
4. Apply yourself then to know this Secret Fire jethdissolves the Stone naturally and without vicks, and
makes it dissolve into Water in the great sea @Mlise, by the distillation which is made by thgsraf the Sun and
Moon.
5. It is in this manner that the Stone, which, adow to Hermes, is the vine of the Wise, becorheg Wine,
which, by the operations of Art, produces theitifised Water of Life, and their most sharp Vinegahe Elements
of the Stone cannot be dissolved but by this Natdelly Divine; nor can a perfect dissolution bedwuaf it, but
after a proportioned digestion and putrefactionlaith the operation of the Second Key of the Rivstrk is ended.



THE THIRD KEY
1. The Third Key comprehends of itself alone a lrgain of operations than all the rest togetfie philosophers
have spoken very little of it, seeing the Perfettid our Mercury depends thereon; the sincerest,eag Artefius,
Trevisan, Flammel, have passed in silence the Patpa of our Mercury, and there is hardly one fdwvho has
not feigned, instead of showing the longest andrtbst important of the operations of our Practih a design
to lend you a hand in this part of the way, whichi yrave to go, and where for want of Light it ipmssible to
know the true road, | will enlarge myself more tlodhers have done on this Third Key; or at leasillfollow in
an order, that which they have treated so confys#ut without the inspiration of Heaven, or witlhéhe help of a
faithful friend, one remains undoubtedly in thibyanth, without being able to find a happy delaece from
thence.
2. 1 am sure, that you who are the true Sons adri®ei will receive a very great satisfaction ingkplaining of
these hidden Mysteries, which regard the separatiorthe purification of the Principles of our Merg, which is
made by a perfect dissolution and glorificationtte body, whence it had its nativity, and by th@nate union of
the soul with its body, of whom the Spirit is thalytie which works this conjunction.
3. This is the Intention, and the essential pofrihe Operations of this Key, which terminate & ¢feneration of a
new substance infinitely nobler than the First.
4. After the Wise Artist has made a spring of liyivater come out of the stone, and has presseti®@wine of the
philosophers, and has made their wine, he ougtatke notice that in this homogeneous substancehwdppears
under the form of Water, there are three diffesitstances, and three natural principles of bedi®alt, Sulphur
and Mercury -- which are the spirit, the soul, #imelbody; and though they appear pure and perfanited
together, there still wants much of their beingfeowhen by distillation we draw the Water, whistthe soul and
the spirit, the Body remains in the bottom of tlessel, like a dead, black, and dredgy earth, wihietertheless, is
not to be despised; for in our subject there isingtwhich is not good.
5. The philosopher, John Pontanus, protests tbatety superfluities of the Stone are converted antrue essence,
and that he who pretends to separate anything dtamsubject knows nothing of philosophy; for thitndich is
therein superfluous, unclean, dredgy -- in fine, Whole compound, is made perfect by the actiavuof-ire.
6. This advice opens the eyes of those, who, tceraakexact purification of the Elements and ofRhaciples,
persuade themselves that they must only take thtdesand cast away the heavy. But Hermes saypthaer of it
is not integral until it be turned into earth; heit ought the sons of science to be ignorant bieaFire and the
Sulphur are hidden in the centre of the Earth,thatithey must wash it exactly with its spirit,extract out of it the
Fixed Salt, which is the Blood of our Stone. Tlsishe essential Mystery of the operation, whichads
accomplished till after a convenient digestion arglow distillation.
7. You know that nothing is more contrary than &rel water; but yet the Wise Artist must make pdeteveen the
enemies, who radically love each other veheme@ihsmopolite told the manner thereof in a few woAlkthings
must therefore being purged make Fire and Watbe tBriends, which they will easily do in their éanvhich had
ascended with them. Be then attentive on this poioisten oftentimes the earth with its water, wod will obtain
what you seek. Must not the body be dissolved byihter, and the Earth be penetrated with its Hitynith be
made proper for generation? According to philosophthe Spirit is Eve, the Body is Adam; they ouighibe joined
together for the propagation of their species. Hersays the same in other terms: "For Water isttbagest
Nature which surmounts and excites the fixed Naitutbe Body, that is, rejoices in it."
8. In effect, these two substances, which are@fttdme nature but of different genders, ascendsitdg together,
leaving but a little faeces in the bottom of thagssel; so that the soul, spirit, and body, afteexact purification,
appear at last inseparably united under a moreeraniid more perfect Form than it was before, ardiffesent from
its first liquid Form as the alcohol of Wine exaatéctified and actuated with its salt is differémm the substance
of the wine from whence it has been drawn; thisgamnson is not only very fitting, but it furtherngogives the
sons of science a precise knowledge of the opasatibthe Third Key.
9. Our Water is a living Spring which comes outtad Stone by a natural miracle of our philosophye Tirst of all
is the water which issueth out of this Stone. H&mes who has pronounced this great Truth. Haaekledges,
further, that this water is the foundation of out.A
10. The philosophers give it many names; for samedithey call it wine, sometimes water of life, stimes
vinegar, sometimes oil, according to the differ@egrees of Preparation, or according to the diveifeets which it
is capable of producing.
11. Yet I let you know that it is properly calldtetVinegar of the Wise, and that in the distillataf this Divine
Liguor there happens the same thing as in thavwincon vinegar; you may hence draw instructionwhager and
the phlegm ascend first; the oily substance, irctvitine efficacy of the water consists, comes the &c.



12. It is therefore necessary to dissolve the diyely to extract all its humidity which contaitie precious
ferment, the sulphur, that balm of Nature, and vesfud unguent, without which you ought not to hagwer to see
in your vessel this blackness so desired by alpttimsophers. Reduce then the whole compoundwater, and
make a perfect union of the volatile with the fixéds a precept of Senior's, which deserves dtianthat the
highest fume should be reduced to the lowest;Herdivine water is the thing descending from heatlereducer
of the soul to its body, which it at length revives

13. The Balm of Life is hid in these unclean fagg®sl ought to wash them with this celestial watetil you have
removed away the blackness from them, and thenWater shall be animated with this Fiery Essendachv
works all the wonders of our Art.

14. But, further, that you may not be deceived wlithterms of the Compound, | will tell you tha¢ tbhilosophers
have two sorts of compounds. The first is the camgoof Nature, wherof | have spoken in the Firsyer it is
Nature which makes it in a manner incomprehensdtae Artist, who does nothing but lend a hantlabure by
the adhibition of external things, by the meanw/bich she brings forth and produces this admirablapound.
15. The second is the compound of Art; it is thes&\finan who makes it by the secret union of thelfixith the
volatile, perfectly conjoined with all prudence, ialin cannot be acquired but by the lights of a puafbphilosophy.
16. The compound of Art is not altogether the samthe Second as in the Third Work; yet it is alaalye Artist
who makes it. Geber defines it, a mixture of Argéxe and Sulphur, that is to say, of the volagitel the fixed,;
which, acting on one another, are volatilized ardd reciprocally into a perfect Fixity. Considaetexample of
Nature; you see that the earth will never produet if it be not penetrated with its humidity, atitht the humidity
would always remain barren if it were not retaimed fixed by the dryness of the earth.

17. So, in the Art, you can have no success ifdmuot in the first work purify the Serpent, boffrttee Slime of the
earth; it you do not whiten these foul and bladcks, to separate from thence the white sulphuchvit the Sal
Amoniac of the Wise, and their Chaste Diana, whehea herself in the bath; and all this mysteryistie
extraction of the fixed salt of our compound, inieththe whole energy of our Mercury consists.

18. The water which ascends by distillation cardpswith it a part of this fiery salt, so that thusion of the water
on the body, reiterated many times, impregnatégs, and fertilizes our Mercury, and makes itdibe fixed,
which is the end of the second Work. 19. One cahatier explain this Truth than by Hermes, in theseds:
When | saw that the water by degrees did becorskehiand

harder | did rejoice, for | certainly knew thatioaild find what

| sought for.

It is not without reason that the philosophers ghis viscous Liquor the name of Pontick Water eltsberant
ponticity is indeed the true character of its w@tand the more you shall rectify it, and the mare shall work
upon it, the more virtue will it acquire. It hasamecalled the Water of Life, because it givestiifethe metals; but it
is properly called the great Lunaria, becausesabitghtness wherewith it shines....

20. Since | speak only to you, ye true scholafddefmes, | will reveal to you one secret which yall mot find
entirely in the books of the philosophers. Somthefm say, that of the liquor they make two Mercairiethe one
White and the other Red; Flammel has said morécpéatly, that one must make use of the citrine ddey to
make the Imbibition of the Red; giving notice te thons of Art not to be deceived on this poinh@asimself had
been, unless the Jew had informed him of the truth.

21. Others have taught that the White Mercury éslthth of the Moon, and that the Red Mercury isoidl of the
Sun. But there are none who have been willing tavstlistinctly to the Sons of Science by what mdaey may
get these two mercuries. If you apprehend me wel,have the point already cleared up to you.

22. The Lunaria is the White Mercury, the most phdinegar is the Red Mercury; but the better teedaine these
two mercuries, feed them with flesh of their oweaps -- the blood of innocents whose throats atetltat is to
say, the spirits of the bodies are the Bath whezeStun and Moon go to wash themselves.

23. | have unfolded to you a great mystery, if yeflect well on it; the philosophers who have spolteereof have
passed over this important point very slightly. @ogolite has very wittily mentioned it by an ingeus allegory,
speaking of the purification of the Mercury: Thiglwe done, says he, if you shall give our old ngad and silver
to swallow, that he may consume them, and at lehgthlso dying may be burnt. He makes an end afitérsy the
whole magistery in these terms: Let his ashesregetl in the water; boil it until it is enough, aymu have a
medicine to cure the leprosy. You must not be ignbthat Our Old Man is our Mercury; this name edlagrees
with him because He is the first matter of all nethle is their water, as the same author goes say, and to
which he gives also the name of steel and of ttedtone; adding for a greater confirmation of whah about to
discover to you, that if gold couples with it elewémes it sends forth its seed, and is debilita@i@tbst unto death;
but the Chalybes conceives and begets a son mmiewd than the Father.



24. Behold a great Mystery which | reveal to yotheaut an enigma; this is the secret of the two omées which
contain the two tinctures. Keep them separatelg,damnot confound their species, for fear they &hbeget a
monstrous Lineage.
25. 1 not only speak to you more intelligibly thany philosopher before has done, but | also reieeybu the most
essential point in the Practice; if you meditatréon, and apply yourself to understand it welt;dhove all, if you
work according to those lights which | give youuymay obtain what you seek for.
26. And if you come not to these knowledges bywhg which | have pointed out to you, | am very waskured
that you will hardly arrive at your design by omgading the philosophers. Therefore despair ofingth search
the source of the Liquor of the Sages, which castall that is necessary for the work; it is hiddexer the Stone -
- strike upon it with the Red of Magic Fire, andl@ar fountain will issue out; then do as | haveveh you, prepare
the bath of the King with the blood of the InnocgrEnd you will have the animated Mercury of theeyiwhich
never loses its virtue, if you keep it in a vessell closed,
27. Hermes says, that there is so much sympattyeketthe purified bodies and the spirits, that theyer quit one
another when they are united together: becauseitiig resembles that of the soul with the glodfidy; after
which Faith tells us, there shall be no more sdjmrar death; because the spirits desire to lidrtleansed
bodies, and having them, they enliven and dwetthém.
28. By this you may observe the merit of this pwasiliquor, to which the philosophers have givenmertban a
thousand different names, which is in sum the gidahest, which radically dissolves the metala true
permanent water which, after having radically digst them, is inseparably united to them, incregsieir weight
and tincture.
THE FOURTH KEY

The Fourth Key of the Art is the entrance to thed®el Work (and a reiteration in part and developroéthe
foregoing): it is this which reduces our Water ifarth; there is but this only Water in the wosdhich by a bare
boiling can be converted into Earth, because thecig of the Wise carries in its centre its owngwir, which
coagulates it. The terrification of the Spirit iietonly operation of this work. Boil them with patce; if you have
proceeded well, you will not be a long time withpetceiving the marks of this coagulation; andhét appear not
in their time, they will never appear; becauss & undoubted sign that you have failed in sorsergml thing in
the former operations; for to corporify the Spivitaich is our Mercury, you must have well dissolvkd body in
which the Sulphur which coagulates the Mercurynidl@sed. But Hermes assumes that our mercurialrshed|
obtain all the virtues which the philosophers httte to it if it be turned into earth. An earth adxble is it for
fertility -- the Land of Promise of the Wise, whaowing how to make the dew of Heaven fall upowét,se it to
produce fruits of an inestimable price. Cultivdten diligently this precious earth, moisten it ofteith its own
humidity, dry it as often, and you will no less awgnt its virtue than its weight and its fertility.

THE FIFTH KEY
The Fifth Key includes the Fermentation of the 8tavith the perfect body, to make therof the medi@hthe
Third order. | will say nothing in particular ofétoperation of the Third work; except that the EerBody is a
necessary leaven of Our Paste. And that the Spight to make the union of the paste with the leanghe same
manner as water moistens meal, and dissolvesdlierieto compose a fermented paste fit to make bidas!
comparison is very proper; Hermes first made ¥irgp that as a paste cannot be fermented withéernaent; so
when you shall have sublimed, cleansed and sepatsdoulness from the Faeces, and would make the
conjunction, put a ferment to them and make themdrth, that the paste may be made a fermenthwhpeats
the instruction of the whole work, and shows, {hat so as the whole lump of the paste becomegigdy the
action of the ferment which has been added, sih@lphilosophic confection becomes, by this openath leaven
proper to ferment a new matter, and to multiplp iinfinity. If you observe well how bread is mageu will find
the proportions also, which you ought to keep ambegmatters which compose our philosophical p&stenot the
bakers put more meal than leaven, and more wederttte leaven and the meal? The laws of Naturthareiles
you ought to follow in the practice of our magistdrhave given you, upon the principal point,tal instructions
which are necessary for you, so that it would hgesiuous to tell you more of it; particularly caraing the last
operations, about which the Adepts have been ésssved than at the First, which are the foundatidrthe Art.

THE SIXTH KEY
The Sixth Key teaches the Multiplication of the 18tpby the reiteration of the same operation, whimtsists but in
opening and shutting, dissolving and coagulatindpibing and drying; whereby the virtues of the $tane
infinitely augmentable. As my design has been aalgscribe entirely the application of the threealiciaes, but
only to instruct you in the more important operati@oncerning the preparation of Mercury, whichgh#gosophers
commonly pass over in silence, to hide the mysidrmm the profane which are only intended forlige, | will
tarry no longer on this point, and will tell youthing more of what relates to the Projection of Medicine,



because the success you expect depends not thEhawe not given you very full instructions exceptthe Third
Key, because it contains a long train of operatighich, though simple and natural, require a guealerstanding
of the Laws of Nature, and of the qualities of Matter, as well as a perfect knowledge of chemiatrg of the
different degrees of heat which are fitting fordae@perations. | have conducted you by the straiglgtwithout any
winding; and if you have well minded the road whidiave pointed out to you, | am sure that you wdlstraight to
the end without straying. Take this in good pastfrme, in the design which I had of sparing yohausand
labours and a thousand troubles, which | mysel€havdergone in this painful journey for want ofemsistance
such as this is, which | give you from a sincerarhand a tender affection for all the true sonsoiénce. | should
much bewall, if, like me, after having known thegmatter, you should spend fifteen years entiretire work, in
study and in meditation, without being able to astrout of the Stone the precious juice which dleses in its
bosom, for want of knowing the secret fire of thiseywhich makes to run out of this plant (dry avithered in
appearance) a water which wets not the hands, aidhwy a magical union of the dry water of the sEthe wise,
is dissolved into a viscous water -- into a meduiguor, which is the beginning, the foundatiand the Key of
our Art: Convert, separate, and purify the elemesdd have taught you, and you will possess e Mercury of
the philosophers, which will give you the fixed glolir and the Universal Medicine. But | give youioet
moreover, that even after you shall be arrivethatknowledge of the Secret Fire of the Wise, yittystu shall not
attain your point at your first career. | have drngany years in the way which remains to be ganarrive at the
mysterious fountain where the King bathes himselfnade young again, and retakes a new life exémpt all
sorts of infirmities. Besides this you must knowhio purify, to heal, and to animate the royal bétis to lend
you a hand in this secret way that | have expatiateler the Third Key, where all those operatiaesdescribed. |
wish with all my heart that the instructions whidimave given you may enable you to go directiyn® [End. But
remember, ye sons of philosophy, that the knowlexfgrir Magistery comes rather by the Inspiratibhleaven
than from the Lights which we can get by ourselvéss truth is acknowledged by all artists; it@s §jood reason
that it is not enough to work; pray daily, read ddmoks, and meditate night and day on the op&satd Nature,
and on what she may be able to do when she iseb&ig the help of our Art; and by these meanswititsucceed
without doubt in your undertaking. This is all Meanow to say to you. | was not willing to make ysuch a long
discourse as the matter seemed to demand; nedkerltold you anything but what is essential to Ad; so that if
you know the Stone which is the only matter of Stone, and if you have the Understanding of Oug,Rithich is
both secret and natural, you have the Keys of tthealdd you can calcine Our Stone; not by the compaicination
which is made by the violence of fire, but by alpémphic calcination which is purely natural. Yétserve this,
with the most enlightened philosophers, that tlieethis difference between the common calcinatidictvis made
by the force of Fire and the natural calcinatidwattthe first destroys the body and consumes tatest part of its
radical humidity; but the second does not only @res the humidity of the body in calcining it, il
considerably augments it. Experience will give ¥oowledge in the Practice of this great truth,yfou will in
effect find that this philosophical calcination, iatn sublimes and distills the Stone in calciningriuch augments
its humidity; the reason is that the igneous spirihe natural fire is corporified in the substasievhich are
analogous to it. Our stone is an Astral Fire whigmpathizes with the Natural Fire, and which, &sia
Salamander receives it nativity, is nourished amavg in the Elementary Fire, which is geometricaltgportioned
to it.

Phantom alchemical plants of Quersitanus

The first book, chapter 10 of Quercetanus [Du ChagShe Practise of Chemicall, and Hermeticall Physicke
London, 1605, contains an interesting descriptioalchemically produced phantom plants.

Another [demonstration of the living forces in shltreceived from a most learned and famous Patgra skilfull
Physitian, above 26 yeers since.

This man was so excellently, and phylosophicalilfidkin the preparing of ashes out of all the {gaof any maner
of plant, with all the Tinctures and Impressionabthe parts of the plant, and would in such vaeaserve all their
Spirites, and the Authours of all their facultidgt hee had above thirtie such plants preparedfdbeir ashes of
divers sorts, conteynes in their several glassaded up with Hermes seale, with the tytle of gaatticular plant,
and the propertie thereof, written upon the saroeaS that if a man desired to see a Rose or Maldj-gr any
other flower, as a red or white Poppey, or suck: liken would hee take the glass wherein the aftmsh a flower
was inclosed, whether it were a Rose, a Marie-ga@deoppey, a Gilly-flower, or such like, accordamgthe writing



of the glass did demonstrate. And putting the flaxha@ Candell to the bottome of the glasse, by titievas made
hote, you might see that most thinne and impalpasies, or salt, send forth from the bottome ofjthsse, the
manifest form of a Rose, vegetating and growingpyfittle and little, and putting on so fully therfn of stalkes,
leaves and flowers, in such perfect and naturalkevim apparant shew, that a man would have beleerdy, the
same to be naturally corporeat, whereas in trutfag the spirituall Idea, indued with a spiritussence: which
served for no other purpose, but to be matched higtfitting earth, that so it might take unto $aly[d] body. This
shadowed Figure, so soone as the vessell was fiadmarthe fire, turned to his ashes again, and vamgsaway,
became a Chaos and confused matter.

When | had seene this secret, endevouring withyaiight to attain to the same, | spent much timeualt, but yet
lost my labour.

Triumphal Chariot of Basil Valentine

Transcribed by Ben Fairweather.

This was first published as Triumph-Wagen AntimonAn Tag geben durch Johann Thdlden. Mit einerr&fte,
Doctoris Joachimi Tanckii., Leipsig, 1604. Thereviurther editions in German issued in 1611, 18846 and
1757. A Latin edition was published in 1646. An Estyversion was first issued in 1660, and theresvfarther
editions in 1667 and 1678. This work was much conmtedtupon in 17th and 18th century alchemical works

BASIL VALENTINE
HIS
TRIUMPHANT CHARIOT
OF
ANTIMONY
with Annotations of
Theodore Kirkringus (1678)

Since,Basil Valentingby Religious Vows am bound according to the Oafe3t. Benedict, and that requires
another manner of Spirit of Holiness, then the camr8tate of Mortals exercised in the prophane lessitf this
World; I thought it my duty before all things, ine beginning of this little Book, to declare whaniecessary to be
known to the piouS$pagyristinflamed with an ardent desire of thigt; as, what he ought to do, and whereunto to

direct his aim, that he may lay such Foundatiorth@efwhole matter, as may be stable; lest his Bigldhaken with
Winds, happen to fail, and the whole Edifice tambelved in shameful Ruine, which otherwise, befognded on
more firm and solid Principles, might have contididier a long series of time. Which Admonition | getl was, is,
and always will be a necessary part of my Religiotfice; especially, since we must all die, andone of us,
which now are, whether high or low, shall long bersamong the number of Men. For it concerns ncetemend
these Meditations of Mortality and Posterity, leaythem behind me, not only that honour may bergteethe
Divine Majesty, but also that Men may obey him sirdy in all things.
In this Meditation | found that there were fiverpripal Heads, chiefly to be considered by the \aiseé prudent
Spectators of our Wisdom and Art. This first of enis,Invocationof GOD. the second;ontemplation of Nature
The third, True Preparation The fourth, The Way dfising The fifth, Utility andFruit. For he, who regards not
these, shall never obtain place among €agmistsor fill up the number of perfe@pagyristsTherefore touching
these five Heads we shall here following treat, smdlar declare them, as that the general Worklmeayrought to
light and perfected by an intent and studious Qjmera
1.[GOD TO BE FIRST INVOKED]
Invocation of GOD must be made with a certain Halvintention, drawn from the bottom of a pure aitere
Heart, and Conscience, free from all Ambition, Heqigy, and all other Vices, which have any affinitith these,
as Arrogance, Boldness, Pride, Luxury, MundanelBety, Oppression of the Poor, and other deperigist all
which are to be eradicated out of the Heart; tHagma Man desires to prostrate himself before tirerie of Grace,
for obtaining bodily health, he may do that wit€anscience free from all unprofitable Weeds, theBody may




be transmuted into an Holy Temple of GOD, and brggd from every uncleaness. For GOD will not be kedc
(which I earnestly admonish) as Worldly Men, plegsand flattering themselves with their own Wisdohink:
GOD, | say, will not be mocked, but the Creatoalbthings will be invoked with reverential feand
acknowledged with due Obedience. And for this thegreat Reason. For what hath Man, that he matstwun to
be recieved from this his Omnipotent Creator, wletfou have respect to the Body, or to the Souichvbperates
the Body? Hath no he, for sustention of this, dutie meer Mercy communicated to us his Eternal Vi2Q&nd
also promised Etern&8alvatior? Hath not he also provided food and cloathinghHerBody, and all those things
without which the Body cannot subsist? All thesehbomble Prayer a Man obtains of that most excehaither,
who created Heaven and Earth, together with thifigible and Invisible, as the Firmament, Elemekisgetables,
and Animals. Which is so very true, that | am delygassured, no Impious Man shall ever be partakére
Medicine, much less of the Eternal Heavenly Br@dwbrefore place your whole Intention and Trust D05 call
upon him and pray, that he may impart his blesgingpu: let this be the beginning of your work,ttbg the same
you may obtain your desired end, and at lengttceftdat you intended.

For the Fear of the Lord is the Beginning of Wisdom

Whosoever purposeth in himself to seek after thhich is the greatest of Terrene things, especiaiyknowledge
of every good thing, that is in the Creatures, @D hath liberally imparted to Men, and implanted t@¢heir
effective power) irtones, Herbs, Roots, Seeds, Animals, Plants, M@jévletalsyea and indeed in all things; let
him cast away all Earthly thoughts, reject all thepends on them, and hope for freeness of Hewttpiaay unto
GOD with great lowlyness of mind: So doing, his éaj freeness may at length be turned into freedhich no
Man will doubt, who knows, that he alone is GOD owteliveredsrael from all his Enemies; which deliverance he
did in very deed effect, not only ftgrael, but also for all Men making humble supplicatiom$iim, and praying
with brokenness of Heart. Therefore let Prayerhayfirst point of our Admonition, which also is,cahy us is
calledInvokation of GODwhich if made, not with Hypocrisy and a feignedatt, but with such Faith and Trust, as
that, with which theCenturionin Capernaunprayed; with such lowlines of mind, and confesb®ins, as the
Womanof Canaanwas endued with; with such Charity as Bamaritanshewed to the Man wounded in the way to
Jerichg pouring Wine and Oyl into his wounds, paying @Glsarges in the Inn, and giving order he shoulddrg v
carefully looked to; Lastly, if a Man’s Christiarh@rity extends itself so far, as if he obtain wiaiprays for, he
would willingly communicate of the same to his Naigur, then he shall unobtainably obtain Richestgalth,
the of hisPrayer.*

*What the Author hath premised here at large, alséwhere often inserted touching Piety, the worsti@OD,
and Invocation of his Name, | purpose neither taige nor dispraise; Let them by judged by signsi®bwn
earnest Piety, Arguments of his sincerity and dighapresses of his fervent zeal (by so many Tegits and
Reiterations) often boiling up. Every Man, accogltn the Opinion of his mind, and the presuasianwhich he
was educated from his Childhood, will more or lesteem of this. It was my business to translatéthbors
writings into Latin, in such a Method and Order,lgdhought would in no wise give any distaste ®dkelicate
Palat of the Reader; also to indicate that, whielems pertinent to the business of every Chymistraedspagyrist,
and not to neglect the other. For since Piety igilable for all things, as divine Oracles teachgdahe principal
exercise of Piety is Prayer; by which Celestialt&#re obtained of GOD the giver of all good thingsr Author
wills, that unto him the mind by lifted up, everthia midstof the Operations of Chymistry full dfdar and toil. If
prayer effected no other thing, it certainly cotiethe mind (called away from all other thingsiittself and
renders it apt for that which is in hand; whencedmes to pass, that it reflects upon many thiagd,considers
them, which otherwise would not enter the minid,sét about its Work perfunctorily, and distractsih vaious
Conceptions: And so by the help of Prayer we receiany things, which we (if not ungrateful) mustdse
acknowledge we have obtained from GOD.How oftenishiound to be of use in Spagyric Works every kfterws,
that hath any time entirely devoted himself to thisiness; viz. how often those things which hg smught and
could not find, have been imparted to him in a mutirend as it were infused from above, or dictdigdsoem good
Genius. That also is of use in dissolving all Réddlor Enigmatical Writings: For if you burn withgreat desire of
knowing them, that is Prayer; and when you inclipar mind to this or that, variously discussing andditating
many things, this is Cooperation; that your Prayaay not be idle, or tempting GOD: yet this youresgbur is in
vain, until you find the Solution. Neverthelesgoifi despair not, but instantly persist in desirda®ase not from
labour, at length in a moment the Solution will fal this is Revelation, which you cannot receivdess you pray
with great desire and labour, using your utmosteanur; and yet you cannot perceive, how fromtadke things
(of which you thought) which were not the Soluttbthe Enigma, the Solution it self arose. Thioldifg of the
Riddle opens to you the mystery of all great thitagsl shews how available Prayer is for the obtantrof things
Spiritual and Eternal, as well as Corporal and gtiing goods: and when Prayer is made with a Heattf@igned,
but sincere; you will see that there is nothing enfit for the acquiring of what you desire. Letgbesuffice to be



spoken of Prayer, which Basilius and all Philosoggheith him do not vainly require, as an Introdactito
Chymistry. For Piety is profitable for all Worksspecially for Great Undertakings.

2. Next in order aftePrayeris Contemplationby which | understand an accurate attention eddtlsiness it self,
under which fall these considerations first to beed. As, what are th@ircumstancesf any thing, what the
Matter, what theForm, whence its operations proceed, whence it is @dend implanted, how generated by the
Stars conformed by th&lementsproduced and perfected by the thRemciples Also how the body of every thing
may be dissolved, that is, resolved into the fitatter, or firstEssencgof which | have already made mention in
other of my writingsyiz. how the last Matter may be changed into the fast] the first into the last.*

*What are here set down, touching the true Thedfgtolosophy, are compendiums of those things, twhic
Philosophers have in os many Books (writ aboustrae business) revealed, shall | say, or conceégednd to the
words of the Author, and you will see, that he getly knew that Spirit penetrating all things, whijaresides or
bears rule in all things, yet is involved and abstted matter and defilements on every side; fronchvifiionce
freed, it returns to the purity of its own substanion which it produceth all things, and is allaii. To comment
upon this, would be a work no less than the pratlyiof all Books of Philosophers, compiled with sacburate
study, and contending with so great contention alioel Theory.

This Contemplationwhich absolves the second part of our AdmonitisiGelestial, and to be understood with
Spiritual Reason; for the circumstances and depévery thing cannot be perceived any other wagn thy the
Spiritual Cogitation of Man: and thSontemplatioris twofold. One is called possible, the other isgible. The
later consists of copious cogitations, which nguerceed to effects, nor exhibit any form of a matiéich falls
under the Touch. As if any one should endeavoabtoprehend the Eternity of the Most High, whiclkasn and
impossible, yea a Sin against the Holy Spirit, sogantly to pry itno th®ivinity itself, which is Immense, Infinite,
and Eternal; and to subject the incomprehensiven€alwof the Secrets of GOD, to humane Inquisitidre other
part of Contemplationwhich is possible, is called tAéneory This contemplates that, which is perceived bychou
and Sight, and hath a forméturein time: this considers, how that nature may dpddkand perfected by
Resolution of it self; how every body may give foftom it self, the good or evil, Venome or Medgilatent in it;
how Destruction and Confraction are to be handMttreby under a just Title, without Sophistical efes; the pure
may be severed and seperated from the impure SEgeratioris instituted and made by divers manual operations
and various ways; Some of which are vulgarly kndyrexperience, others remote from vulgar experiefibese
are,Calcination, Sublimation, Reverberation, CirculatjdPutrefaction, Digestion, Distillation, Cohobatio
Fixation, and the like of these; all degrees of which arenébin operating, learned, perceived and manifeshby
same. Whence clearly appears what is moveable, ie/fized, what is white, red, black, blew, or greeiz. when
the operation is rightly Instituted by the Artificdor possibly the Operator may err, and turn @$idm the right
way; but thalNatureshould err, when rightly handled, is not possilbleerefore if you shall err, so thidature
cannot be altogether free, and released from tlily Bo which it is help Captive, return again iywur way, learn
theTheorymore perfectly, and enquire more accurately inmtie¢hod of operating, that you may find the fouratat
and certainty in Seperation of all things. Whicla isiatter of great concern. And this is the sedonddation of
Philosophy, which follows thBrayer. for in that the sum of the matter lies, and istamed in these words. Seek
first theKingdom of GODand hislusticeby Prayer, and all other things, which Man seeks in thesafarals, and
he hath need of, either for the sustentation olttheé his body, shall be added to you.

3. Next to theTheory which researcheth out the inmost properties iofj) followsPreparation which is
performed by Operations of the hands, that sonmen®a& may be produced. FroRreparationariseth Knowledge,
viz. Such, as opens all the fundamentals of Medicimper&tion of the Hands requires a diligent applaratf it

self, but the praise of Science consists in expeegbut the difference of theAaatomydistinquisheth, *Operation
shews how all things may be brought to light, axylosed to sight visibly: but knowledge shews thecpice; and
that, whence the true Practitioner is, and is heiothen confirmation: because the operation ohttrels manifests
something that is good, and draws the latent agdem nature outwards, and brings it to light foodjoFor, as in
Spirituals, the way of the Lord is to be prepamalso in these things, the way is to be openddgegpared; so
also in these things, the way is to be opened agplped, that no errour be from the right path, taedProcess may
be made, without devious errours, in the direct teelyealth.

*Manual Operation is chiefly required in this thiRhrt, without which, every Operation, like a Shianting
Ballast, floats and is uncertain. It is difficuti Express this with a Pen; for more is learned bgeoseeing the work
done, then can be taught by the writing of manyaBaget if it be no offence to you, to peruse tli@smmentaries
together with Basilius (in this so necessary puaiit) not a little help.

4. After Preparation and especially after separation of the good fileerevil, we are to proceed to thdseof the
weight or dose, that neither more, nor less théit, imay be given. For above all things, the Pbigsi ought well to



know, whether his Medicament will be weak or strasgo whether it will do good, or hurt, unlessrésolve to
fatten the church yard, and with the loss of hisdaand hazard of his own soul.

*By Use, the Authour understands what others cafie)éor what will a good Medicine profit you, ifyy&now not
in what quantity to administer it; that the sameymather heal, then hurt or kill. By experienceytd learn this, is
a work full of perilous casuality, yet the Discipgi or knowledge of Doses was found out this way; ind
afterward easily taught by Words. Where a livingcéas wanting, it is safer to be too timerous nlire any wise
bold or adventurous, although of Antimony | carradf that being duly prepared it is as harmlessediine as
Cassia or Manna. The whole caution is chiefly abtsutise, after the first preparations; becausedy still retain
much of its own crude Venom.

5. After the Medicament is taken into the body, anthltiffused it self through all the Members, thahiay search
out those defects against which it was administetedUtility comes to be considered; for it is possible that a
Medicament diligently prepared, and exhibited ie deeight, may do more hurt then good in some Déesgeaend
eem to be Venom rather then Medicine. Hence anratecteflexion is to be made to those things, wipialfit or
help; and they are diligently to be noted, thatmay be mindful to observe the same in other cases.

Yet both in the tyseandUltility, this one thing is necessary to be consideredywhether the Disease be an external
and open wound, or only an internal and latent éwilas the difference of these is great, so thg @f curation is
not the same. Therefore the bottom of every Disegasebe knwon, that it may be understood, whetthersame
may be cured by external remedies only, or mushfnathin be driven outwards.

*That Indication is to be taken from things helpargl hurting, is known even to Tyro’s. But whatAlhor
subjoyns touching internal and external curatiore aot so rude, as not to deserve good Attentiont &so those
things which he permixeth with his own Satyricgbfebension, if the Reader be so wise as to belfeteBasilius
intermixed them to deter the unworthy deriders lo§i@istry from approaching to his sacred Arcanuneswfil be
wise for himself. For whilst others rail and sweith indignation, he gathers the fruit of the Authéxioms, which
as another Agent he scattered among these Thoimitgst\ou, O lover of Chymistry, peruse these osg Iwill |
keep silence.

For if the Center of the Disease by within, sudfleadicine must be given, as can search out, appdetuath restore
that Center; otherwise the Physicians labour vélfioitless and in vain.

Moreover, if there be an internal Disease, whiébedin, and is fed from an internal Original, it mnosver be driven
inward by external remedies; for great discommoudity/thence ensue, and at length Death itself. 8hilmhay be
understood by the similitude of a Tree; for if ame, whilst it germinates or flowers, repels thedurs to the
Interiours, whence they proceeded to the nutrimétite earth; that Tree will be so far from bringjiforth the
desired Fruit by the flower, that a suffocatiortted same ariseth from the violent conjunction ahburs not
finding any out-let. Therefore there is great digfece between fresh wounds inflicted by Prick, Guiny other
way, and the old which derive their Original frorithin. For the fresh wounds may be perfectly curgaxternal
remedies only; but in those, which are nourishethfwithin, an external application of Oyls, Balsgitdaguents,
and Plaisters profits little, unless the Internaliftain be stopped, whence the humours flow texernal parts.
When the Fountain shall be stopped, the Flux wilse, and the evil may easily be cured with Di&t.dhis no
great point of Art to heal any fresh wound; foisteivery Country-man can easily effect with crudedtaut to
remove all Symptomes which happen in wounds, amthytaip the Fountain of the evil, this is the woakd this the
labour of the Artist.

[DOCTORS REPREHENDED]

Now come hither, you physicians, how many so elvere be of you, that arrogate to your selves tHie ®f Doctor
of either Medicineyiz. of internal and external Diseases; understantig/ditle of your honour, and consult your
own Conscience, and see, whether you recievedrtratGOD, that is, possess it in verity, or whether yourpst
as a form, for honour sake. For, as much as Heiawistant from the Earth, so vastly differenttis rt of healing
internal Diseases, from the Sanation of externalnes. If the Title be given to you IOD, the sam&OD will
give a Blessing, Felicity, Health and happy eveits;if your Title be vain, and only devised andwsed for
ambition, all things will evilly succeed to you: yiohonour will fail, and you will prepare for yoself Hell-fire,
which can no more be extinguished, then it candpeessed by words. For Christ said to his Disciptesi call me
Lord and Master, and ye do wellherefore whosoever assumes a Title of Honouhitatsee, whether he do well,
and whether he ascribes not more to himself, tleakniows and hath learned, which is the real abtidgoTitle.
For he, who will write himself Doctor of either Miethe, ought to understand, know, and be well s#iiin both,
viz. the Internal and External Medicine. Nor shouldbkdégnorant of Anatomy, that he may be able tavsthe
Constitution of the Body, and discover from whatrivkeer every Disease proceeds, together with its taouand
cause. Also remedies, with which he may cure tlee&8e, and circumstances of external Wounds, & to



understood by him. GoodOD! where will the Title be found, what will becométbhe Master, when an exact Trial
shall be made, for discovering the ignorance adé®ctorsof eitherMedicine?

In times past, long before my days, the Doctorsleflicine did themselves cure External wounds, addgd that a
part of their Office; but in these times, they t&8ervants, whom they employ in these things, aisdwhy the
noblest of Arts is become a Mechanick Operation; same of those who exercise it, are indeed sonely, as
they know not Letters, and scarcely know how (aditgy to the Proverb) to drive an Ass out of therCdihese, |
say, profess, themselves Masters in curing wouaras Doctors of Doctors; and to speak the truth &s they may
by a better right glory in this Title, they thou gmificent Doctor, umbratical Chyrugion, and mostagant Boaster
of Titles, why do you style yourself Doctor of edttmedicine? What more now Master Doctor, whatysay most
expert Chyrurgion? | pray be not offended at thigake it amiss; for you your self will quickly efess, if you do
but seriously consider wounds made by Prick or that, you have as much knowledge in the cure ohtlees is in
the Brain of a dunghill Cock, which Children leargitheir A.B.C. are wont to set in the Frontispie€éheir

Primer.

[TRUE DOCTRINE, WHEREIN IT CONSISTS]

Therefore | persuade all Men, of what state or d@@dsoever, who are desirous of Learning, fromnlasters to
search out the true Doctrine, which consistBri@paration and afterward in these

[OPERATIONS AND UTILITY GIVE EXPERIENCE] so they,rogjou, shall possess the Title assumed with
honour, and Men will undoubtedly have confidencgan, and you will in very deed do them good, tiagihyou to
the Eternal Creator give thanks cordially withaeighing. But let every Man seriously think with tself, what it is
he ought to do, and what he is to omit, and whetketoth justly or unjustly use the Title assuntemt. he, who
assumes any Title, ought especially to understamadandition of that Title, and why he assumedritwhat the true
foundation is. It is not sufficient, if anyone iwtthe vulgar say (saving your reverence, let theendi@licate Men
pardon us, if we intending to speak to the purposke mention of putrefaction) this is egregiousg]ut hath a
strong and grievous ill savour, and know not howoines to pass, that a Man, who perhaps eats foadost
grateful taste and odour, and well accommodatdtistaatural Appetite, thence makes excrement enditbd
qualities so contrary, and yielding an odour s/ vergrateful, and repugnant to Nature: of whichreéhie no other
reason, then natural putrefaction and corruptidre Jame happens in all Aromatical well smellinggsi It is the
Philosophers part to enquire, what odour is, andneh it receives its virtues, and in what the eirfiit may be
made manifest to true profit. For the Earth is mghed and fattened by stinking dung, and noblet Esyaroduced of
it. Of this matter there is not one cause only,dautBook would swell to an huge Volume, if we shiolout briefly
hint at all natural Generations and mutations;BigestionandPutrefactionare the principal keys of them. For the
Fire andAir make a certaiMaturation, by which a Transmutation of tl&arth andWatermay follow; and this is
also a certain mutation, by which of evil smellilgng a most fragrant Balsam may be produced; antieon
contrary, of most grateful Balsam ill favoured DuBgit perhaps you will say, why do | produce exaspf so
very rude and absurd? | do confess the exampékéntfrom a Cottage, rather then a Royal Courtaymtudent
considerer of things, more accurately diving ifite matter, will easily understand, what such exasipitimate to
him, viz. that of the highest things the lowest are made the lowest the highest, so that, of a Medicarizent
produced of Venome, and of Venome Medicine; ofslveet, bitter, acid, and corrosive; and on theraopiof the
corrosive, another thing more profitable.

[NATURE ABSCONDED FROM MEN]

O goodGOD, how much is Nature absconded from Men, so thatsslems to disdain to be wholly seen by us? But
since thou hast ordained so very short a time oLda, and thou the Judge of all, reservest mduiygs to thy self
in the Creatures, which thou hast left to be addnin®t known, by us, and of which thou alone witthe beholder
and Judge, grant unto me, that unto my Life's ermméy keep thee and my Saviour in my Heart, thatleeshealth
and necessaries of the body, which though hastlilgebestowed, | may also acquire the health ofSoyl and
Spiritual Riches; of which inestimable good | amefd from all doubt by that thy mercy, in which, foy soul, for
me a miserable sinner, thou didst (on the Treb®fdross) shed Sulphur and Balsom; which is indeedrtiferous
Venom to the Devil, but to us Sinners, a most presemedy. | do certainly heal my Brethren, asafaconcerns the
Soul, by Prayer, and in relation to the body, withh Remedies; therefore | hope they will on thaitpuse their
endeavour, that they with me, and | with them, mblength inhabit the Tabernacle of the Most Higid in him
our GOD enjoy Eternity.

[SPIRIT VIVIFICATIVE, AND OPERATIVE] But to returrto my Philosophy oAntimony | would have the
Reader, before all other things, to understand,ath¢éhings contain in themselves operative anificative Spirits;
which inhabiting in the Body feed and nourish thelwss, and are sustained by the Body. Elementssbleas
want not these Spirits, which (the liviigOD permitting that) whether they be good or evil, dndlveir Habitation in
tehm. Men and Animals have in them a living opa@pirit, which receding from them, nothing bi@arkass



remains. In Herbs, and all things bearing Frupéit of Sanity exists; otherwise they could rnt,any
Preparation, be reduced to Medicinal use. MetadsedirMinerals, are endued and possessed with dlair
incomprehensible Spirit, in which, the power andué of all their possible effects, consists. Fhiatgoever is
without Spirit, wants Life, and contains in itset vivifying Virtue. Therefore, you are to knowathin Antimony
also there is a Spirit, which effects whatsoevat, iar can proceed from it, in an invisible waydamanner, no
otherwise, than as in thdagnetis absconded a certain invisible power, as wd shale largely treat in its own
place, where we speak of thagnet

[SPIRITS OF VARIOUS KINDS]

But there are various kinds of Spirits;* visibleth® Intellect, and endued with Spiritual knowledgaich
notwithstanding cannot (when they will) be toucloedpprehended, as Natural Men are touched; [SERIF
THE ELEMENTS] especially they, who have their fix@dsidence in Elements, as are the Spirits of Eights
and other Objects formally darting out Light froheselves: such afdry Spirits, who inhabit the AirAqueous
Spirits living in Waters; anderreneSpirits living in the Earth, which we Men c&hrthly Men, which are chiefly
found in wealthy mines of the Earth, where theywshead discover themselves to us.

*What follow, seem somewhat confused, accordineadsentiments of certain Theologicians, who halé h
various opinions of Spirits residing in the Firdr,Aand other Elements; adjudging them to the Eabfire of Hell.
All which with Basilius, we leave as unknown, t® Jndgement of the Divine Knowledge. But what hneséiif
subjoyns, touching the wonderful virtue and powekmtimonial and all other Chymical Spirits, whiale our
selves with so great admiration have often seerymwderstand only of material Spirits; which certgiare endued
with as great virtues, and effect things no lesadeoful then those Spirits, which Phantastick pessppressed
with Melancholy) affirm they see and talk with; yemannot remember that | ever found written orldesd (by
such, as taking a liberty of lying, endeavour tegsle or terrify others) any greater or more wondkvirtues then
these Spirits have.

[SPIRITS WANTING SPEECH)]

These Spirits are endued with Senses and Undenstaikthow Arts, and can change themselves intordiFerms,
until the time of their Judgement; but whether finitery sentence ought to be pronounced agairestths yet, or
no, that | leave to the Providence of the Divingédty, from whom nothing is hid. There are otheiri€p wanting
speech, which cannot shew themselves visibly irvéng act; and they are those which live in Animalsin Men
and the like, in Plants also and in Minerals; nthadess they have in themselves an occult and typetafe, and
manifest and discover themselves by their efficagipower of operating, which they contain in andrkabout
themselves, and most apparently give testimonfaif virtue of healing, whensoever that (by helphef Art) is
extracted from them, being accurately seperated freir body. After the same manner, the efficagiSpirit, and
operative power ofntimony manifests its gifts, and distributes them amorenMbeing first loosed from its own
body, and freed from all its bonds, so, that #li¢e to penetrate, and render fit to be applyatiadse Uses, which
the Artificer proposed to himself in Preparation.

[ARTIST AND VULCAN OUGHT TO AGREE]

But the Artist and/ulcanought to agree: [FIRE MAKES SEPERATION] the Fiigas seperation for an operative
power, and the Artificer forms the matter. [EXAMPLEBF A BLACKSMITH] As a Black-smith useth one soft
Fire, also Iron only is his matter, which he intetidr forming divers Instruments. For some time# bé makes a
Spit, at another time Horse-shoes, another timavg 8nd at length innumerable other things, evéryhich serves
for that Use, unto which the Smith intended ithaligh the matter is but one, which he preparesdanany divers
uses. So oAntimonyvarious works may be made for different uses: liictv the Artist is the Smith that forms;
[VULCAN, THE KEY] Vulcanis as it were the key which opens; and OperatmusUtility give experience, and
knowledge of the Use. O! if foolish and vain Merdhaut Ears to hear, and true eyes with understgndiot only
for hearing what | write, but for understanding ireanumand knowledge of the use; assuredly they would not
suck in those insalubrious and turbid Potions Haten to these limped Fountains, and drink ofifled! of Life.
[DOCTORS REPREHENDED]

Therefore let the World know, that | shallprovegb@retended Doctors, who seem to be wise, to beerfiools
and Idiots,and cause many unlearned Men (but ssiaheastudious Disciples of my Doctrine) to becdme
Doctors in very deed. Wherefore | here solemnly aitd invite all Men, who earnestly aspire to kremgle, with a
chearful mind, good Conscience, and certain hapemntbrace and become Spectators of our Doctrime, an
accurately to peruse my Writings and Informatidos;so, at length, they (being possesors of whay gought) will
extol and commend me after death, rendering myahname immortal, with their perpetual remembraofcey
praises, as long as the World endures. But if when dead, any one be pleased to institute a disipatin the
Schools against me, my writings will fully answdlrtas Objections, and | am assured my Disciplel n@ver



forget the benefit received from me, by which tél obtain the Empire of Truth, which ever wasne, and
always will be to them, sufficient to suppress a tda the Worlds end.

[ANTIMONY OF 2 KINDS]

Also let the well meaning and sincere observer mfkAow, that there are two kinds of Antimony velifferent
from each other: one is fair, pure, and of a goldeperty, and that contains very mudircury, but the other
which hath mucltSulphuris not so friendly to gold as the first, and istoliguished by fair long and white shining
streaks. Therefore one is more fit for Medicine Atchemy then the other: as when the Flesh of Fishes ipaoea
with the Flesh of other Animals, although both thase, and are called Flesh, yet each of thesemach differs
from the Flesh of the other; even scAmitimonythe difference is the same. Many do indeed wifith@® Interior
virtue of Antimony but few of tehm ever taught the true Foundatibthe virtues with which it is endued, or found
out which way, or in what manner it recieves th&wm;that their Doctrine is founded upon words oekists
without any true foundation, and they themselvess lilie fruit they hopes to receive by such Writikgs to write
truly of Antimonyis a work that requires profound Meditations, adrargely unfolding itself, and knowledge of its
manifold Preparation and of the tru&oulof it, in which all the Utility is cited, and whicbeing known you may be
able to give an indubitate Judgement, of what@vigood, Venom or Medicine is latent therein. Ih@ a matter of
small moment by a truéxameno search inté\ntimony and thereby to penetrate fundamentally into #seface,
and through earnest study to attain the final kedgé thereof, that the Venenosity of the same fagaihich
unskilful Men ignorantly exclaim) may be taken awawd it be changed and prepared into a bettee,3tatoming
a Medicine fit for use and void of Venom.

[ARTISTS VEX, WREST AND TORMENT ANTIMONY]

Many Artists intending to Anatomiz&ntimony have divers ways vexed, wrested and tormentedaime, in such
wise as it cannot be well described in Words, mashk believed; yet, the matter being truely exadhitieey
effected nothing. For they sought not its true Sand therefore could not find the feigned Solit,afthich
themselves sought. By the black Colours a mistaeas before their Eyes, so that they could neithserve the
true Soul itself, nor know it. [ANTIMONY COMPAREDQ A CIRCLE] ForAntimonylike untoMercury, may

fitly be compared to a round Circle, of which thex@o end; in which the more diligently any Maelsg the more
he finds, if Process be made by him in a right aag due order. Yet the Life of no one Man is sigfit for him to
learn all the mysteries thereof. It is Venom amdast swift poison, also it is void of Venom and astnexcellent
Medicine; whether it be used outwardly or inwardihich is a thing hid form most Men by reason @itlown
blindness; and they judge it an incredible, foolstul vain work, because (through their ignorancis)unknown to
them, who can no otherwise be excused, then thgtdbserve the name of Stupidity: yet that is adid suffered in
them, because they desire not to learn or be heftemed, either here, or elsewhere.

[ANTIMONY ENDUED WITH THE 4 FIRST QUALITIES]

Antimonyis endued with all the four first qualities; itdsld and humid, and against it is hot and dry, and
accommodates it self to the four Seasons of the géso it is volatile and fixed. The volatile paftit is not void of
Venom, but the fixed is free from all venenosityhigh is so very strange, as it may be reputed dtieecseven
Wonders of the World, of which so many Writers hdiseoursed, not knowing themselves what they writ.
[ANTIMONYS VIRTUES INEXHAUSTIBLE] There hath beenon*Man before me, and at this day there is none
found, who hath so thoroughly learned the powetugj strength, operations, and efficacyAotimony or so
profoundly penetrated into all tlienergythereof, as nothing more is latent in it unfournd, or which cannot be
brought to light by experience. If such a Man cdwddfound he would be worthy to be carried abowtTniumphal
Chariot, as in times past was granted to Monarchs andpblieroes, after they had happily fought Battlesl a
were returned with Victory. But | fear, that marfyoar Doctors will be constrained to provide a Gbiafor
themselves.

*Here the Author speaks largely in commendationraifrdony. Read, read (I say) O Lover of Chymistnd gou
will find nothing Hyperbolical, nor anything Thraisk. Basilius in speaking as he doth, hath not ested the
Praises of Antimony; because no Man unto this daydcever experience all its Virtues. We have seany of its
Effects, and many new Effects are daily found bipaa Searchers, yet many more remain unknownh&ods in
Fire is an inexhaustible Fountain; (for the moreuytake from it, the more it gives) so in Antimogam inestimable
Treasure of new Virtues. For if from it you extrdstAcetum a thousand times, it will a thousantes, yield new
Acetum. Nature seems to have made choice of thisrMj therein to hide all her Treasures. Therefood without
reason hath Basilius made for it a Triumphant Cbgrivhich is daily enriched with Spoyls taken fritia Camps of
Ignorance.

For the Masters of this terrene World are so inteshgvith their own Thoughts, that they seek notHiogn
Antimony but Riches, and forget to search its tytiior medicine, and the Health of the Body, which
notwithstanding ought above all things to be soutjtatt (being brought to Light) the wonderful Wordsour GOD



may be made manifest, and the Glory given to hiith great thankfulness. It is not to be denyed,tbat more of
Riches and Health may be found in it than either gih, or | myself, can believe: for | profess nglfsio other than
a Disciple in the Knowledge of Antimony, althoughit | have seen, experienced and learned moreyihanand all
such as you are (who arrogate to yourselves gkébtierein) either have learned, or ever candeatet no Man
should therefore be troubled, or despair of Beggffitit because the World, indulging their own Itigude, have
neither esteemed, nor with due Reverence acknoatetige Munificence of the Most High, but have pnefe
Riches before Healtli;OD hath spread as it were a Spider’'s Webb before Eyas, that being blind they might
not know the Secrets of Nature absconded in thefedithis Mineral.

[RICHES REQUIRED BY ALL]

All men cry out Rich, Rich we would be. | confessuyall aspire to Riches, and with the Epicure 3éng Body must
first be provided for, the Soul may at length dled somewhatand withMidas(as in the Fable) you desire that all
things whatsoever you touch may be turned into Gdkhce it is, that so many seek their desired é&ich
Anatomy But because they accept not that Gift of the @reaith a grateful Heart, which before all Thirgfsould
be procured, and cast the Love of their Neighbainird their back, therefore they in vain look thers¢ in the
Mouth; for they know his Age and Strength no méw&ntthe Guests at the Marriage-Feagamaof Galilee knew
the wonderful Work, whiclChristthere wrought, when he turned Water into Wine.yTkreew, that Wine was
Water, and that the Water was turned into Winey fierceived by the Taste; but how that Transmutatmppened
was hid from them. For the Lord JESUS, our Savimserved the Supernatural Work to himself, asstifieny of
his Omnipotency. Wherefore | say, it is every Mahigy, to search out the Mysteries aladanums which the
Creator hath insited in all Creatures; for altho@@hwe said) it is not Credible, that we Men dardughly learn
and penetrate all Things; yet we are not forbightire into them, since by Study and Diligencersech may be
effected, as although through some defect a Manbeayindred in such wise, as he cannot attaingaésired
Riches and perfect Sanity, yet he may acquire émtugccasion him not to repent of his Labour, ratiter to
minister unto him matter of Joy and Rejoycing, thatsees himself so far Adleptist as he stands always obliged
to render thanks to hiSreator.

[SOLUTION WHEN NECESSARY]

Therefore, whosoever desires to become a perfeatomist ofAntimony the first thing to be considered by him is
Solution of the Body; and in order to this, he ntage it in a convenient place, and propose to &iitke right
way, that he be not seduced into devious Pathar8fche must observe the Governance of the Fiéng Care
that it be neither too much, nor too little, or toat, or too cold. For the summ of all is sitecaimexact Governance
of the Fire; by which the vivifyin@piritsof Antimonyare extracted, and loosed from their bonds, anérsgered
capable to manifest their Effects operatively. Algomust take great Care, that this Operative ¥ib@ not
mortifyed and persih Adustion. [DOSE, OBSERVABLHjifidly the Use or Dose is to be observed by himat He
may administer it in due manner, knowing the Measas | above mentioned, when | spake of the fiireipal
Heads requisite in the Exercise and Practise ofi@@$tyy; but here | only hint at it cursorily by way a parable.

By Resolutiorthe sum of the Matter is proposed, but by Fife firepared to profit. For a Butcher cuts out an Ox
and divides it into parts, but no Man can profiyabhjoy this Flesh, unless he first boyl it by Fiog which
Operation the Red substance of the Flesh is chaagg@repared into white Aliment. If a Man consteal by
hunger, should eat that Raw and Red flesh, it wbal¥enom to him rather than Medicine; becausa#teral
Heat of the Stomach is too weak to concoct andstlidgpat crude Body. Hence, my dear Friend, you cmaglude,
that sinceAntimonyhath greater Venom, and a more gross Mineral Blody Animal Flesh (as by the above recited
common Example | have already shewed) it will gdsmve more perillous, if used Crude, without ren@amom,
which will suddenly kill the Sick. [VINEGAR, NOT TRNSMUTABLE INTO WINE] Therefore the Venenosity
of Antimonyis so to be taken away, as it may never againsbheerted into Venom, after the same manner, as
Wine, which being once, by putrefaction and cofiarpturned into Vinegar, never afterward yields &pjrit of
Wine, but always is and remains Vinegar. but onGbatrary, if the Spirit only of the Wine be seferh and the
Aquosity left by itself, and the same Spirit aftard exalted, it will never in any wise be chang#&od Vinegar,
although it should be kept an hundred Years; blitalviiays remain Spirit of Wine, no otherwise, theVinegar
remains Vinegar.

[WINE, TRANSMUTABLE INTO VINEGAR, HOW]

This Transmutation of Wine into Vinegar is a worfdeThing; because somewhat is produced from Wivigch
was not before in its vegetable Essence. In whiihalso to be noted, that in distillation of Wite Spirit first
comes forth; but (on the contrary) in distillingriéigar the Phlegm first comes, afterward the Sgisit, have
shewed above in its own place, where | also madgiareof this Example. [SPIRIT OF WINE, VOLATILZE]
Therefore Spirit of Wine makes Bodies volatile, dnese itself is volatile; [SPIRIT OF VINEGAR, FIXb Spirit of



Vinegar fixeth all Medicaments, as well of Minerals Vegetables, and renders them solid, so thatiherehend
things fixed, and expel fixed Diseases.

[ANTIMONY CONTAINS ITS OWN VINEGAR]

*Consider and observe these things diligently;tfas principal Key is of great concern. Therefémimony which
contains in itself its own Vinegar, ought to bepsepared, as all its Venenosity may be taken awag he, who
useth it, conceives no Venom thereby, but ratheedraway and casts out all Poison from himselftheyuse
thereof.

*Beleive not only Basilius, but me also, with theedraith and sincerity affirming to you; this i®tfirst Key, this
is the principla part of the whole Art, this opdnsyou the first Gate, this will also unlock thetiawhich leads to
the Palace of the King. But as | said, not onlyebad, but also consider and observe. Here you sitaitite
Entrance, if you miss the Door, all your Coursd Wwé Error, all your Hast Ruine, and all your Wisdo
Foolishness. He who obtains this Key, and know$Asidod (which is called Manual Operation) by whioltuse it,
and has strength to turn the same, will acquirehR&; and an open Passage unto the Mysteries of iStnym
Therefore Preparation of Antimony consists in they/ i6f Alchimy, by which it is dissolved, openedvidied and
seperated; as iBalcination, Reverberation, Sublimation, eds.we declared above it. Also in extracting itseese,
and in vivifying its Mercury; which Mercury musttafward be precipited into a fixed powder. LikewliseArts and
due Method, of it may be made an Oyl, which is@&ffal wholly to consume that new and unknown Disgaich
theFrench in their Warlike Expeditions, brought into ourdens. The same is visible in other Preparations,
derived from theSpagyrickArts and Alchimy; as for Example: [EXAMPLE, OF BREIf anyone would make Beer
of Barley, Wheat, or other Corn, all these degresst be most perfectly known to him, before he fcam those
Grains extract their most subtil Essence and virne reduce the same into a most efficacious DFRirkt, the
Grains must be so long steeped in Water, as eyl be able sufficiently, to open and resolve treves (as |,
when | was a Young Man, travelling inEsmglandandHolland, diligently observed to be done in those placeis) t
is calledPutrefactionandCorruption This Key being used, the Water is drawn off friiti@ Grain, and the
macerated Corn is laid on Heaps close togetherledingo for a due time, until it spontaneously ceine heat, and
by the same heat, germinating, the Grains adheteteather: this i®igestion.This being finished, the Grains
which adhered in their Germination, are separated,dryed, either in the Air, or by Heat of Firadaso hardened.
This isReverberationandCoagulation.[CALCINATION, VEGETABLE, WHAT] When the Corn is s
prepared, it is carried to the Mill, that it may lak and ground small; this\kegetableCalcination Afterward,
by heat of Fire cocting these Grains, the moreen@&plirit of them is extracted, and the Water isiratl with the
same; which without the aforesaid Preparation caolchave been. This way the crude Water is coadéarto
Beer, and this Operation (though | speak but rydslgnd is calledistillation. [HOPS, THE VEGETABLE SALT
OF BEER] TheHops when added to the Beer, is tegetableSalt thereof, which conserves and preserves fibm a
Contraries, endeavouring to corrupt the same. Whisof boyling Water into Drink, by extraction dfet Spirits
from the Grains, th&paniardsandlitalians know not, and in my native soil @ermanyabout theRhine few are
found skilled in this Art.

After all these works are performed, a neeperatioris made byClarification, viz. of the Drink, in this manner: a
little Yeastor Fermentis added, which excites an internal motion andtlifethe Beer, so that it is elevated in it self,
and (by the help of timeeparationof the dense from the rare, and of the pure fieenmpure is made; and by this
means the Beer acquires a constant virtue in pgrato that it penetrates and effects all tHesds for which it
was made and brought into use: which before coolchave been; because the Spirit, the Operatohimaered, by
its own Impurity, from effecting its proper Work.

In Wine also doth not Experience teach the sama® ddnnot, before the time come, in which the Iripsimay be
separated from it, so very perfectly and efficaslgyerform its own Work, as after Separation &f plure from the
impure: which by Drunkeness is manifest; for Beevwine unsettled, and not purifyed, give not fdrthm
themselves so much Spirit for inebriating, as afiarification. But of this no more. After all tledoresaid, a new
Operation may be instituted, by Vegetable subliorgtfor separation of the spirit of the Wine or Besnd for
preparing it by Distillation into another Drink Burning Wine which may also be made of the Lees or Dregs of
Wine and Beer. When this is done, the Operativeu¥iis separated from its own Body, and the Spéaihg
extracted by Fire, forsakes its own unprofitabladiklabitation, in which it was commodiously hospibefore.
Now, if thisBurning Wine or Spirit of Wine, be rectifyed, an Exaltatiommade by often distilling it, and by a
certain method of Operating, the pure part (freenfall Phlegm and Aquosity) may be so concentred,as it were
condensed, as one Measure of it may effect moee, tihenty or more could have done before. Forahso
inebriates, and is swift, volatile and subtil f@netrating and operating.



*Here | admonish you, whosoever you are, who désitiee taught by my Writings, and hope to obtaiohies and a
true Medicine fromAntimony that you would not carelessly peruse my Intentionvhich is no letter writ in vain,
and which hath not a certain singular significationyour Instruction.

*Come hither you Traveller, stay your Journey h&mantemn not or flighty pass over this tautologidalf not
impertinent, Admonition; often in your mind haveaerse to this Description of Beer, search, contatepand
weigh all Things, perhaps in this turbid and fam@usf, you will find the Fish you look not for.iif this Light you
yet be blind, | know not any Collyrium will profibu: if with so certain a manuduction you cannatgan to the
work itself, | know not who will lend you a Staff what Demonstration can direct the Journey otap&l Man.
Believe, read, meditate, labour, and spare theais® many Chymical Books, which distract you withError of
various ways, this one tells you all things.

Yea, | here solemnly affirm, that there are manydsalispersed here and there in my Writings, tactvifithe
Reader give heed as he ought, and know in whatdfmedtals the principal Heads of the matter are sited as it
were buried, he will have no Cause to repent hisnofurning over the same Leaves, but will esteeenyeword as
much, as a piece of Gold coin. For you know, titioaight the Examples by me proposed, sound hassh,
delivered in a rude manner, yet they contain imtlsemewhat that is excellent and of great Momeat.I"am not
here ambitious to procure Authority or praise toWiitings, which is not my Business, nor would édome me:
for when the Operation of them shall be broughtight, they will acquire praise enough to themsslve
[EXAMPLES OF BEER, WHY PRODUCED] | purposely andilimigly produce Examples so rude and common,
because the power shtimonyand the true Virtue thereof, deeply and profouratigcoded in its inmost parts, is to
be searched out. | was willing, by these gross Festo lead you by the hand, and shew you the thay by them
you might attain to the Thing itself, and not & trery first err from the Gate; for so doing youulblong wander,
and never bring your Operation to the desired EANTIMONY COMPARED TO A BIRD IN THE AIR] For
Antimonyis like a Bird, which is carryed through tA& and as the Wind drives it, so it turns itself whigay that
wills: here, in this Case, Man acts the Part ofAleor Wind and can drive and mo@atimony at his pleasure, and
repose it in such a place, as himself choosetibahémbibe it, with a yellow, red, white or blacklGur, according
as he desires it should be, and as he rules aretrgothe Fire; becauseAmtimony(as inMercury)all Colours are
found, which no Man should wonder at, consideriag/ Imany ThingdNaturebears absconded in her Bosom,
which neither you nor | are able to comprehend amyndays.

[ANTIMONY COMPARED TO A BOOK] If a book happen tcebgiven to a Man, that is unlearned, he knows not
what is signified by that Writing, or what that ture intends; for it is hid from his Eyes, anddtends amazed, as
a Cow at the sight of a new Door. But if unto thatearned Man, anyone suggest the ExplicationeBihok, and
teach him not only the matter contained thereinatgo the use of the same, the Man no more adihi@s an Art;
but by this means it becomes to him a Common ThhegReason and Operation of which he understamdisby
his own Study can learn, conceive, and comprehamdltility so perfectly, as now none of those Tlsinghich
were contained in the Book , are hid from him; hmseshe hath learned both to read and understandisuetten
therein. Such a Book &ntimonyto those, who know not of the Art of Reading; &fere | faithfully admonish all,
who desire to be partakers of its Utilities, to téimeir mind to know and pronounce the lettersebgrthat so they
may acquire the Art of Reading that Book; and ichsa manner, that (as in a School) they may be vethrom
Form to Form, when he who hath rightly gained Eigrere, shall preside &ector and judge of that, which in
Trial is most worthy: for One is worthy to be pneéal before another, in the Possession of that.

[DOCTORS REPREHENDED] But here, what comes intomigd, and ought in no wise to be passed over in
Silence, | think good to mentiowiz: that at this Day many are found who exclaim, eaxghly pronounc€rucifige,
Crucifige,against all those, who prepare Venoms into Medicasaédy which (as they say) many Mortals perish,
or, if they escape with Life, live miserably; suateMercury, Arsenick, Antimony, etand this Clamour is chiefly
made by those, who (if it please the GODS) areed&lbctors* of Medicine, yet indeed understand not what the
difference is, between Venom, and Medicine, butvarelly ignorant how Venom may be prepared, smgsatss
into a salutary Medicament; and instead of its gmady, put on a better Nature.

*Basilius somewhat indulgeth his own Genius, inkigig against False-Phyisicians, whose ignorancehigtime)
was so very greate, as they contemned every suBlieparation of Medicine, which he himself, and @fsts with
him did profess; proscribing the same as unproféaperillous, and hurtful: against whome, it istrstrange, if the
Chymists (on the other hand) rose up with somelsraaemency, and endeavour courageously, by assestaf
their Knowledge, and Conscience, to break throungth tout of unskilful Men; but the best Things aat allways
the most prosperous. Chymists overcame by thecdusititheir Cause, but were overcome by Numberhgeting
verity and goodness on their side, thy fought witlgreat Confidence, as they were certainly asstireg should
bear away the Victory; which our Author here sheavg] Paracelsus (prophesying of the Coming of Elias
Artist) did presage would be. And certainly unto (seriously considering how greatly chymists hawvthese times



improved their Knowledge) the Dawning of that Dayhhopened itself, since | behold so many Rayiseof t
approaching Sun.

[VENOM PREPARED RESISTS POISON] Against these lia special manner exclaim and protest, against
these, | say, who (ignoranceifeparatior) exhibitPoisonto Men: forMercury, Auripigment, Antimonyand such
like, are venoms in their Substance, and unlessglyigrepared remain Venoms. Yet after a Legitinfateparation,
all their Venenosity is broke, extinguished andedbgal, so that no part of them remains, but whtaslicing
which resists all internal Venoms, although mogtipde rooted, and radically destroys the same \M&srom being
in such a manner prepared, as it can no longer tasists alPoison which is not as yet prepared, and so very well
prepares and subjugates it, as it is compelled thvétsame to put off its own venomous Nature.

[DOCTORS REPREHENDED]

Here | shall raise a great Contention among therlszh for | know they will doubt what these my Wershould
signify, as whether what | affirm and write be pbksto be done or no; and they will be dividediseveral
Opinions there-about. Some will judge it is in nisevpossible, that from those Things, of which weat, the
venenosity should be wholly taken away; nor do hder, that they persist in that Opinion, since@oetrine of
like Preparations is absolutely unknown to themg\whve not the least thought of that, which leadtié
Knowledge of thse more profound Mysteries. Yet alspart of these Men will with me be constrained t
acknowledge, it is possible a vile Thing may bengjeal into a Better. For you (y@octors| mean) must confess to
me, that your purpose is to reduce that Evil, friehich the Disease had its Original, into a bettateS Go to then;
will you not also grant, that if any Evil be in §®Things, of whiciMedicineis to be made, the same Evil must be
converted into a better State, that it may so nibelbetter perform its operation, and more powbrfuhd
profitably act, without any notable peril? But ®nento very few as yet is known, or by Experiermenfl, the Way,
by which a Man ought to proceed in these Preparstia very small part of these will assume andeyahfor the
Opinion | here affirm, and publicly profess: foryanany will be carryed away with the greater Rauying,
Venom, Venomkhich Voices, whilst | hear them, put me in mirfdtese wild Clamours, by which tlews
required thesaviourandRedeemeof the World, that he might suffer the Punishmafrthe Cross often crying out
Crucify him, Crucify himwhom they proclaimed to be the highest, most piteseost pernitious, and cursed
Venom when as indeed he was the noblest, supreme,glmogius and most profitabMedicineof our Souls
which was to deliver us from the DeathSifiners from theDevil, Hell, and allMisfortunes Although those proud
Phariseesand Lawyers neither could nor would understangl tievertheless he both then was, and will begto th
end of theWorld, and after it to alEternity, the same superexcelldviedicine and neither th®evil, nor Death, nor
the very Gates dflell, nor anyCreature how powerful, or perverse soever, can effectldngtat all, whereby to
overthrow this Truth.

[KINGS, AND PRINCES, MISINFORMED BY DOCTORS]

So | hope, yea doubt not (although all vagabonddnedmforaneoudedicastersall Physiciangresident irCities
and how many soever there be, that profess thepsdistersof any part oMedicing do all together contrive
what they can, and exclaim agaiAsttimony but that the sam&ntimonywill triumph over the ingratitudes of all
those unskilful Men (for tru@hysiciansand such as are always ready to learn, | toucher&) and by its own
power and virtue acquired after due preparatioh,overcome and tread under foot all its Enemiast, Bn the
contrary, those ignorant false Judges, and pertinacontemners dgkntimony because they know not the Truth,
together with the proud and blood-thirgigws shall perish, and be cast into the Abyss of Hédiw ridiculous
those magnificent, and to themselves only idsetors,seem to me, who detdemperors, Kings, Princesnd all
otherGreat Men and seriously admonish them not so much as thtsuchMedicineswith their Lips, because they
are noxious, venomous, and every way perilloud|lInet here declare, since | see them only to gidgcording to
their own Opinion, without entertaining any Obseimas of other things, the Knowledge of which theywe not
before acquired by their own Contemplation, andefuee cannot judge of any thing else, or othernthisa they
have learned. Therefore to these | say, if therarlyeMan, that hath taken so stronBason as present Death is
necessarily expected to follow, | will (providecetMan be left wholly to my Care) give him Antidoteby me
prepared which shall continually resist tha&nom and quickly expel it out of the Body. But | ldttare, whether
you Mr. Doctor, who do neither know this Thing, nor ever woulglgp/our mind to know it, do slight the same,
and repute it as a ridiculous, and altogether falks it is sufficient for me, that | am able (hiupraise worthy, let
praise be given t&OD) to prove and defend the Truth thereof. For | riyis@ve experienced it, | have made, |
have prepared, | have prescribed this Medicine the wants not a sufficient number of Witnessesonfirm it
under Hand and Seal.

[DOCTORS REPREHENDED]

And whensoever | shall have occasion to contenlérSchool with such a Doctor, who knows not homdglf to
prepare his own Medicines, but commits that Busitesinother, | am sure | shall obtain the Palmftom: for



indeed that good Man knows not what Medicines lesgibes to the Sick; whether the Colour of thenwbite,
black, grey or blue, he cannot tell; nor doth thistched man know, he only knows, that he foursd itvritten in
his Books, and thence pretends Possession (onasdtPossession) by Prescription of a very lomg tiyet he
desires no further Information. Here again letiti@wful to exclaim, gooGOD, to what a state is the matter
brought! what goodness of mind is in these men!twhee do they take of the Sick! Wo, wo to themthia day of
Judgement they will find the fruit of their igno@nand rashness; they they will see him whom theyeed, when
they neglected their Neighbour, sough after Mormay r@othing else; whereas were tehy cordial in tReafession,
they would spend Nights and Days in Labour, thaytmight become more learned in their Art, whenoeem
certain health would accrew to the Sick Laboue@tidus to them, they commit the matter to Chanee leeing
secure of their Honour and content with their Fatey (like Brawlers) defend themselves with aaierGarrulity,
without any respect had to Conscience or Truth]<sgem wonderful strange, and as out-landish Wargegem,
therefore they spare the Money, that should beolest in them, as if they intended to lay it outitbetter use.
Vulcanhimself,viz. the Prepairer of Medicaments, is not found ambeg; for their Fornaces stand in the
Apothecaries Shop, to which tehy seldom or neverecdA Paper Scrol in which their usiRécipeis written,
serves their purpose to the full, which Bill belmgsome Apothecaries Boy or Servant recieved, lie gveat noise
thumps out of his Mortar every Medicine, and adl thealth of the Sick.

[AUTHORS PRAYER]

My GOD, change, change these times, and put an endstartlaigant Pride, overturn those Trees, lest theyl sip
to Heaven, throw down those Giants lest tehy actateall Mountains; and defend those, who serioosiyaging
their Business, faithfully serve thee, that theyrha able to stand against these their Perseclitegsously
admonish all those in our Monastery, bound by #raesVows with me, that they would with my self Nigimd

Day pray untdGOD, that he would so illuminate these Enemies of Meaglicine, as tehy may execrate their own
Error, and acknowledge the Glory@DD, and his Power insited in the Creatures, and partke Clearness latent
in them, by Preparation and Anatomy (as it wereaking in their Ears) which otherwise surrounded emvered
over with external Impurities, would deeply be cealed, and never brought to Light. But | trust @reator of all
Things, (both of those which fall under our Sersgl of those that are remote from our Sensesperlignly hear
our Prayers; that, if not whilst | and my Brethtive, yet after our Death, such a Conversion ofifkiand Men
(GOD answer these desires) may follow, as that thickabscure Veil may be taken away from the Eyesuof o
Enemies, and they by true and infallible lllumioati obtain a clear sight, that tehy may find thest Groat: which
GOD, the eternal Governour of Time and Things of hiadd and Mercy grant.

But it is fit, that I, who intended to publish artzén Discourse of Antimony, in all its Numbers Alhste, should
begin with the *Name itself.

*Poets do often posit in the midst of their Poenistdries or Fables of Princes, that by a contingaties of
Things, they may the more easily attain their Bulich is to delight their Readers: Chymists for treo end use
the same Medium. For since their purpose is toltedhe Readers so, as they may only be understottbbg, who
wholly devote themselves with a fervent desireédStudy of that Science, they keep not that Ovd@ch proceeds
from the beginning to the End by Mediums. ThereforeAuthor, at length coming to treat of the nawfie
Antimony, whence it took beginning, acts as anokii@n addicted to some Scholastic Order: but by laypturning
from this Discourse, he answers an Objection, leefois made by Interrogation; viz. whether fronti&mony all its
Venom may be taken away, the possibility of whéchrbves by very profitable and significant Exaraple

The Arabians,to whom in times past this Mineral was known, didheir Language call Astinat but the
Chaldean<alled itStibium;among thd_atinesat this day the name éihtimonyis used, by which name they first
of all signified it. WeGermansn our Language have given it a Name, which seenexpress a certain property of
its Nature, for since it is seen to consist of daie streiked Matter, and of it may easily be mé&dass endued with
various Colours, which proceed therefrom, we halked it Spies-glassas if we should say streiked Glass. From
which Variety of the Name, by a prudent Judgmesihgular Collection may be madéz. thatAntimonywas
knwon, and greatly esteemed, and its virtue aniityJtibserved and brought into use by fhimbians, Chaldeans,
Latins,and ourGermansbut afterward, the Heresies of various Opiniorisireg, the use was vitiated, and its Virtue
and Glory first obscured, and afterward wholly egtiished. Of which there is no Reason to Doubtpfihing is
more probable, than that Truth should suffer Dameragd Shipwrack by the Oppression of Enemies. Far w
knows not the Malice of the Devil, which by Reasdmur Sins and Blindness is very often permittgda®D. The
Devil is the perpetual Enemy of Mankind, who im@afl his Strength, and all his Deceits, and omitiing,
which in himself is, to prevent the Knowledge oé throfit of true Medicine, and to exterminate it pknowing
well enough, that by that means the power and gibyOD is obscured, and those Sacrifices of the praitesea
are impeded, by which they gave thank&@D, because he hath insited as it were the Raysdbbodness in the
Creatures, whence they may obtain Health by a abawiliary.



But since to discourse of the nameAoitimony is not to our purpose, we will desist from thiatiér. For all the
Praise ofAntimonyconsists in the Preparation thereof, which is nfadeerfecting the Virtues infused in it from
Nature by theAuthorof Nature Therefore my discourse shall be of this, handiiregnd its known Virtue, and | will
endeavour to make my Name immortal. Yet beforenh&do declare the Virtue éfntimony since | above
confessed, that it is meer Venom, | would have kioaw and diligently note, that Venom is able tovdi&enom to
itself, because like itself, much sooner and muohenthan any other Thing of another Nature.

[VIRTUE OF UNICORNS-HORN PROVED]

Now let any Reader consider, and observe it asiregorthy of Note, that the trugnicorns-horn,sophisticated
by no fallacy, repels all Venom from itself, nomdaassume or draw to itself anything of Venomisamanifest by
Experience. Let a living Spider be put in a Cinclade ofUnicorns-horn and out of this Circle it cannot go, or pass
over theUnicorns-horn for it shuns whatsoever is adverse to Venom.iBbe Circle be made of venemous
Matter, it is not to be doubted, but that the Spidil go out of it, and pass over that Venom likeelf. Note this
Experiment, make a piece of Silver hollow, andipirt Water, that it may float like a Boat, and pdg¢nom into it,
then hold a piece of true Unicorns-Horn, as nigh &s you can, but so as you may not touch it, thacorns-Horn
by its spiritual Virtue will drive the Silver front, so that it will flie away like a Duck, which smming on the
Water flies, when it perceives the Snares of thel€oready to entangle it. But on the contrary, Matin a
wonderful manner loves and follows its own like agpears by this Example. Put a piece of pure imedBread in
a dish full of Water, so as the Bread may swim ujmenWater, hold a piece of true Unicorns-Horn eltisit, yet so
as it touch it not; and if you leisurely move theitbrns-Horn the little piece of Bread will folloiv Nature so
much loves its own like, and so much hates whaniie itself, as this flies and that follows. Th#are let our
Doctorsconsider, that Venom by a certain Magnetick Poftéiacts Venom, and those things which are void of
Venom, do in like manner draw to themselves thimg®, and wanting a Venomous quality.

[VENOM TAKEN AWAY TWO WAYS]

Therefore Venom may be taken away two ways; fingtits Contrary, which resists Venom, as alreadlisted of
the Unicorns-Horn. Secondly,by Like, when Venomnelgertain Magnetick power draws Venom to itselft B
Venom which must heal Venom like itself, oughtffiie be so prepared, as its Venom may pass intadited and
by its own attractive virtue, assume the othemi expel it with itself. [EXAMPLE OF SOAP] Of whicthing you
have a most clear Example ®bap That is compounded of Oil and other fat ingretidatters, which seem to be,
and in very deed are, more apt to foul, than cledmsen; but because in the Boiling of Soap, esigdby the help
of Salt, a certain Separation and Preparation denthe Soap is rendered most apt to draw to éselfwash out all
foulness and filths from Linen and other thingsirmteed may Venom in a certain manner, by Anteceden
Preparation be accommodated so, as to be no mom@édut a Medicament, it draws to itself all otR@ison,
casts it out, and restores the man to his priftimity and Health.

Now since our Discourse hath led us so far, anthave begun to open Nature so much; that the trulgli®us of
Medicine (though hitherto ignorant of this) mayaslg know, what Good or Evil is latent in Naturehat is Venom
and what is harmless; which is a thing hath noteaidbeen found out by Doctors, by reason of thein supine
negligence; and that the Truth thereof may be detmated and also confirmed, it will not be amisptoduce
certain Experimental Examples, which may discokierfruth, and refute the false Opinions of othgEXAMPLE
OF AN EGG] Put an Egg, which in the Winter is coalgel with Cold, into very cold Water, there Ieliétfor a due
space of time, and the Ice will externally adheréhe Egg-shell, but the Cold be extracted fromBEbg itself, and
restored to its pristine vigour and intireness. fBXPLE OF A MEMBER BENUMMED)] Again, if any Member be
benummed with Cold, let not the Patient neglectsifin but apply cold Snowwater round about, so ©akl
attracts the other, and the Member is restoredAJARLE OF A MEMBER INFLAMED] On the contrary, if any
one have a Member inflamed, let him apply to théammation an hot Matter; as for example, Spifit\tne,
which is mere Fire, or the Quintessence of Sulpéod, he will in very deed find, that Heat is atteakcby Heat, in a
certain Magnetick manner, and like to rejoice keJiand not only to asswage the pain and heaedahffamed
Member, but absolutely to restore the same toritsipe strength.

[EXAMPLE OF FROGSPAWN] Yet lest this our purposestd not be fully enough confirmed by Examples,ill w
also add another, by way of Supplement. Take Fpega@ in the Month of March, and laying it on a Bibdry it in
the Sun, when dry reduce it to Powder, and strethisfPowder, upon wounds made by Venomous Vipers o
Serpents; by this means such Wounds will be soapeeh as they may be perfectly healed by other déexients
applied thereunto. Or otherwise, if Linen clothsofiten moistened in Frog-Spawn, and as often ddad,that
Linen cut into small pieces and applied to Woutldsy effect the same, as the aforesaid Powder waaud done.
[EXAMPLE OF A TOAD] But that the very foundation dfis Truth may more clearly be declared; take a
venemous Toad, dry him in the Sun, shut him umiiarth closed Pot, and by burning reduce him toeAsthen
having taken out the Ashes, and reduced the saevder apply of that Powder to a Wound made byovgrand



this Poison attracts the other Poison, and joinstit itself. Why so, | pray? Because by this Bagiwhich is the
Calcination of the Toad, its interior Virtue is neahanifest, and efficacious for operating; so, thke can attract
like, and especially Venom, to itself. Therefomerfiy perswade yourself, that this Truth is infallitand
immuatable, which | have here proposed to you dhdrs by Example. If anyone afflicted with the Pdst
diligently observe this, he will find the Truth thfose things | have here above mentionedAsgteumof Sol from
which (as from an operative and all vivifying Swatfl)things in their kinds universally arise; themef | determine
that in the potency of Gold, more than in all othiings, is an Operating Nature; that is, in itsdvstrum whence
both itself, and all Metals and Minerals, in thegBming, received their first Nativity and Propdgatof
Generation. Touching which more may be said, whamall manifest to you th&strumof Sol and commend the
same most religiously to your Conscience.

[ANTIMONY, ITS ASTRUM]

After the same manner process is to be madeAwitimony which hath the same Operations with corporal Gold
yet of theAstrumthereof | now speak not. [ANTIMONY SPEAKS OF ITSHLFor | know (saithAntimony it
behoves me, before that, to fear and tremble; agthan many principaArcanumsof Medicine, | far excel it; yet
universally | am able to effect none of those Thinghich theAstrumof Sol (confirmed by the Testimony of
Celestial Verity) is able to produce. TAstrumof Mercury | omit, because | my self have my descent from the
same Original with it: but as to a Celestial pestitig power of Operating, | give the first placeDmiminion to the
Astrumof Sol

[VULCAN, A MASTER IN HIS OWN ELEMENTS]

My Writings and Books, composed by Experience, priypfollow and answer each to other; as one n{atato its
virtue) is observed and esteemed by another, arsd lmyu=ire be proved of what value it is. So theseSayings, or
Writings, or Medicaments, ought to be brought ith® Schools, as tending to one Scope and EndtHat8chools,
| say, where Riches obtain to themselves (as iewen Hereditary place, and instead of that takayaail the
Honour, which is due t¥ulcanonly, who can boast himself to be a Master inohis Element of Fire. Which may
be shewed by Example, and a true and marifestf. [EXAMPLE OF STEEL AND A FLINT] When most hard
Steel is struck with an hard and solid Flint, Féxeites Fire by vehement Commotion, and accensi@wing forth
the occult Sulphur, or the occult Fire is manifddtg that vehement Commotion, and enkindled byAtinso, as it
truly and efficaciously burns; but tfgaltremains in the Ashes, and tiiercurythence takes its flight together with
the burning Sulphur.*

*You, who read this most simple Comparison of Steela Flint, slack the Reins of your Admirationdaeriously
ask yourself, whether there can be found out anyavaiethod, by which from this Stone and Cold Inoaty be
extracted, a Substance, of which one only Grain \fhwy do | speak of a Grain?) of which the hundped of a
Grain can in a very short time Convert a great Maésome rude Matter, into the most splendid andtrmpretious
of all Things; yea, into fire most profitable forakkind? This is possible, and is dayly done, wherfiked is made
Volatile, and the Volatile again fixed. He that hainderstanding, let him understand, and ceasesfarde the
admirable virtues of Chymical Works.

[MEDICINE, INEFFECTUAL IF NOT SEPARATED FROM ITS IMURITY]

So here also understand, tlaitimonyought in a certain Method so to be handled, ddésury may be separated
from the Sulphur thereof, in a Natural Manner. NaswFire, which lies absconded in Matter, unlebg imade
manifest, and can be demonstrated, is profitabladthing, is not (as | may say) tangible by thenétg nor can it
effect any thing to purpose; so Medicine can effexthing that is excellent, unless it be first saped from its
Grossness, rectified and so discharged of Impsritirified and brought to Light by due Prepamatias is
manifest in all Things: for when Separation of puee from the impure is made, and all that is maootr or
terrestrial is segregated from the pure Metal, thendesired Harvest is to be expected. Hencanitisifest, that
Fire can effect nothing, before it is in a certaianner opened and set at Liberty, that beforeiiit éscertain manner
opened and set at Liberty, that it may operateréfbee, to comprehend much in few Words, | say thithe
Condition ofAntimony Whatsoever is occult and absconded from the Kedgé of the Vulgar, that injoys the
Name and Honour of Artjiz. as long as it lies hid; but so soon as it is disced and made manifest, Art hath end,
and it becomes a Mechanick Work; as | have thae declared in other of my Books.

[EXAMPLE OF BEES]

A Bee sucks Honey from Flowers, with such Art as Afimighty hath insited in it, in which Honey igdat a
Virtue, Juice, and Corroborative Power, of whiddedicine is made, as is obvious to the Eyes dfialh.
[EXAMPLE OF A CORROSIVE VENOM OF HONEY] Now, fronhatHoney of a sweet and most pleasant
Taste, a violent Corrosive and present Venom mayrépared; which perhaps no man, unless he wholéethed
it, will believe; no man certainly considers thisjess he be a diligent Observer. Yet for this €dtisney is not to
be condemned, nor is it to be said, that althotiath a most grateful Sweetness, yet it is a @omedicine;



because a Corrosive may be made of it: but it shrather be said, that Corruption proceeds fronPtmgsicians
ignorance, who knew not how duely to prepare iteHeam willing to teach the ignorant Physicianfreee him
from the last Judgement. [HONEY, HOW PREPARED] Roney is prepared of the Superfluities of Brute
Animals, by which the Grounds and Fields are fattkmn those Grounds arise Flowers, Herbs, Fraggrof
various kinds, from which the Bees suck a mosta@ulintessence: by this is made the Alteration@ederation
of one Thing into anotheyjz into Aliment of another Form and Taste, whiclmwise agrees with the former, and
that is called Honey. Of such Honey is prepared@dFfmost grateful, pleasant and fit for man, amdhiany Things
most profitable. Of the same may be prepared aRai®st hurtful to Man and Beast.

[NATURE TO BE FOLLOWED]

Therefore, do you Searcher of Nature, of what &g, Fortune, or Condition soever, follow me anduk&a | will
shew you the Truth, without any Mixture of falsidrawn from the very Foundation. | will make youwlenstand,
who proceeds rightly, and who unadvisedly. | vét¢h you to separate the Good from the Evil, thghest from
the Lowest. For oAntimony if its Venom be first changed into Remedy, is madMedicine, which eradicates, and
like Fire penetrates, prepares and by cocting coesuall Diseases. [QUINTESSENCE OF ANTIMONY, WHAT]
WhereforeAntimonyis first to be prepared into a tr&one which is the Quintessence thereof; and becansts i
Operation it is altogether like unto Fire, (whedueed to its Coagulation) it shallby me be namedstione of Fire
when thisStoneof Fire is rightly prepared, as in the End of this Treatisdl further show, its Medicinal Virtue
consumes all noxious Humours, purifies the bloothenhighest Degree, and performs all that mayfieeted by
Aurum Potabile

[DOCTORS REPREHENDED]

Therefore, | pray you, my unexperienced Doctor, Whwee neither learned my Preparation, nor concdivedlse,
not to judge from a false suspicion, and your ogmorant Thoughts; but set about the Work itseld l@arn how
the Preparation dhntimonyought to be made, how you should further proceitl ity how its Venom is expelled
and separated, and Salutary Medicine posited ipldee of it, and exalted. When | say* you shalldhperformed
This, then at length will you be able to judgehw tlifference, and understand those things, whebre were very
far remote from your Knowledge.

*Here again the Author waxeth hot against false Riigss; but do you read on, and after this Heatnikk give you
a profitable Doctrine, which you may soon find iqu& Fortis and Spirit of Wine.

[DOCTORS REPREHENDED]

O you wretched and to be pitiddedicasterswho painted with &ucus breath out | know not whthrasonick
Brags, and pass over Mountains wanting Foundatvafking through Clouds in your own Thoughts, andwmot
where at length you shall rest your Foot: you,\, $@admonish to consider what you will answerthia Extreme
Judgement of the Son GOD. Seekand when you have found, convert what you findde, and so performing
your Office commit the Rest 80D, who will give success, and never leave you ddstivf help. But you
infamous men, more mad thBacchanalianFools, who will neither learn, nor foul your Hangih Coals, judge
not lest you procure Judgement to be pronounceitgistgaou, which your Childrens Children may writeveh to
your shame in an undeleble Character.

Every Physician ought above all Things to take Cénat he do neither less nor more, than procugdRistitution
of Health lost, not instituting his Curation comtrdo Nature, or deviating from her direct IntemtigEXAMPLE OF
SPIRIT OF WINE AND AQUA FORTIS] When Spirit of Winie poured upoqua Fortisa vehement Ebullition
is made, and these two Natures will not easily fisthemselves to be together; but he, that knows
Distillation to conjoin them and unite them, acdogito the true Intention of the Philosophers, taymse them in
many things for good. [EXAMPLE OF OIL OF TARTAR ANBINEGAR] After the same maner, Oil or Liquor of
Tartar, and Vinegar made of Rich Wine, act eachugiber, for they hate and fly from each otherf-ias and
Water, although they proceeded from one and the ddaiter. Therefore the Physician ought in a specénner to
be mindful, to understand all Circumstances from3ick very exactly, and consider the same beinigratood that
in Curing he may use such Means, as are fit to verttee Disease, lest the Patient be injured byvtbdicine. As
for Example, when Iron is dissolvedAgua Fortis if you suddenly pour Oil of Tartar upon that Saln, you shall
difficultly preserve Glass from breaking; for thentrary Natures, like unto Gun-powder, take FireJ break the
Glass. Of all these Things, our Gown Doctors knathimg at all; therefore they have no other Defefiocgheir
Ignorance, than Silence only.

[DOCTORS AND APOTHECARIES REPREHENDED]

You titular Doctors, you | speak to, who write loBgroles of Receipts: you Apothecaries, who withryo
Decoctions fill Pots, no less than Those (in PriGoarst) in which Meat is boiled for the sustematof some
hundreds of men: you, | say, who hitherto have ligad, suffer aCollyriumto be poured into your Eyes, and
permit them to be anointed with Balsom, that thestntioick skin of Blindness may fall from your Sightd you



behold the Truth, as in a most clear Glass. [AUTIBOFRAYER]GOD grant you Grace, that you may know his
wonderful Works, and the Love of your Neighbourrbeted in you, that you may search out true Meeicimhich
the Ruler of the Heavens hath, by his own omnigdiand, and his ineffable and eternal Wisdom, fedoove
infused in, impressed on, and communicated to bisi&Creatures, for the Good of Mankind; whence may
find help in his greatest Necessity, and CounseHfealth in his Diseases. Why do you, miserable Wof the
Earth, and food of Worms, look so intently on thadRor Shell, and neglect the Kernel, being unmihdf your
Creator, who formed you according to his Image; when asgaght to give thanks to him, and with diligentut
to search out his Works, exceeding Nature hergatarn and look into your self, there behold thadw of your
own ingratitude, that you may be ashamed of yofjrespecially because you have not search out tiirsgs,
which the most wis&OD, for the good of Mortals; hath infused in his Greas; by knowing which, you might
have offered unto him the most acceptable Sacrifideraise and Gratitude.

But | will put an end to this Discourse, lest myaf®(which | can scarcely keep in, from continuijing from
mine Eyes) should blot this my Writing, and whilsteplore the Blindness of the World, | blemiststhi
Lamentation, which | would have known to all meanh a man Religious, incorporated in a most holye@rin
which | will persevere, as long as it shall pletieOmnipotenGOD, to animate this miserable Body with Vital
Spirit: therefore | must not write other things,atherwise, than is agreeable to this State. Bdtl e Office of a
Secular Judge, | would lift up my Voice, and soantrumpet in their Ears, that those deaf men may, lveho
hitherto would not acknowledge the Truth, but duigmorance, without Cause, falsely and slandesopstsecute,
calumniate, condemn, disparage, and meditate heyvrttay totally suppress the same.

But thou, O LordGOD, who dwellest in the Highest, who art called amditart theGOD of Rest, who sitting in the
Supreme Throne of Majesty, governest Heaven anith Bahich thou hast created, who conservest thes Siad
ordainest the Course of the Firmament in its Moticoording to thy Command, before whom all Creattmremble,
which are found in the Earth, or in Heaven, anditifiernal Spirits are astonished with unexpressdidad, be
pleased, | pray to look down upon the Transactadrthis most ungrateful World, and teach them irdisato know
those Things, which thou hast outwardly and visjirigposed to the Sons of Men, that thou mayestdisgd in thy
Throne, known in thy Verity, and adored in thy inmae Majesty. As for myself, | am unworthy and madde man,
give thanks unto thee, for thy great and infiniiéé<Gand Benefits of Riches and health bestowechenand laud
thy Majesty for ever for the same. More, O my Fatma Lord, | neither can, nor am able to desirthis perishing
World.

[ANTIMONY, ITS ORIGINAL AND ROOT]

Now, that we may write oAntimony and begin our Discourse from the very FoundatidmenceAntimonyacquires
its Empire, Triumph and Glory, by which it is exaltto perfect Operation, we must before all Thisigsover the
certain Original of its Root: how it is generataedhe Earth, to the Dominion of what Stars it ibjsated, and what
Elements have throughly digested it, and which tedyythat have brought it to Maturigntimonyis no other than a
Fume, or (as | may otherwise call it) a Mineral @ap which is genited from above by the Stars, aftetward by
the Elements deduced and digested to formal Cotguland Maturity. Here it is to be noted, tattimonyhath
acquired its Essence, Virtue, Power, OperationQunality, from the same Principle, Root and Essewt&nce
Vulgar Mercury is produced; yet with more firm Codagion, so that it is brought to an harder Essgetian the
living or running Mercury of the Vulgar hath. The&son of this is, because it hath assumed frorthtke
Principles, a little more of the Substance of Sain Common Mercury. For although of all the thPemciples, it
hath the least part of Salt, yet it hath assumembthe Essence of Salt, than common Mercury neheinto it
hath happened such a Coagulation. Hardness intairgys from Salt, which vulgar Mercury hath nbtr it hath a
very small part of Salt, but in it, in a spirituabnner, is insited a certain more B&girit of Sulphur therefore it
always flows, and cannot be brought to Coagulatimhess by the help of other Metallick Spirits, aefhendued
with a very great Virtues, are chiefly found in tatrix of Saturn without which it cannot be fixed, unless by him,
who possesseth ttfg&toneof Philosophershy which its three Principles may be brought tmacordant Equality,
and then it acquires such a Body, as will melwfland abide the Hammer, like all other Metalseothise Mercuy
is and will be fluid Mercury, until its volatilitpe this way taken away. [MERCURY, NOT FIXED BY ANALS
AND VEGETABLES] Hence it is known, that all Animadsd all Vegetables are too weak to fix Mercury iat
malleable Substance (as many have in vain endeedphbecause all these have not a Metallick Nature.
[MERCURY, WITHIN AND WITHOUT MERE FIRE]Mercury, within and without, is no other than meer Fire;
therefore it is not combustible by any Fire, naekian apprehend it so, as to alter its Essencd, snddenly flies
and resolves itself into a incombustible Oil Spigity; [MERCURY UNVARIABLE AFTER FIXATION] or after
its fixation it remains so invariable, as no stridingy power of men is sufficient again to altetdihd whatsoever can
now be made of Gold may then also be made of Atybecause after Coagulation it is altogethee I&old: for it
with Gold hath one and the same Root, Stock, oddton originally.



But since | purpose not in this place to discoumsee largely oMercury, and intend only simply (yet truly) to
describe the very Foundation Aftimony from true and certain Principles, | will ceasespeak oMercury, and
proceed to a further DeclarationAfitimony Yet, whatsoever | have proposed by way of Simik touching
Mercury*, for an Introduction and further Consideratiomad written in vain, or to no purpose; but to érel, that
the very Beginning oAntimonymay be more clearly understood, which (as | be$twawved) received its original,
as it were Mercurially, with it.

*Which so miserably perplexeth all the Studentthisf Art: what our Mercury is, which is the Mattefrthe Stone,
which is found every where and in all Things, isehariefly and clearly manifested. Therefore outhfr Basilius
doth not in Vain invite your Attention. All the big am able to add to this Clearness, would ratblescure, than
illustrate the same: therefore, with him, | admbny®u to attend.

[MATTER, OF ALL METALS AND MINERALS, ONE]

Wherefore most diligently think on this; often bé&amind, observe and understand, that all Minezals Metals
together, in the same Time, and after the same enaand of one and the same principal Matter, evdyred and
genited. That Matter is no other, than a meer Vapehich is extracted from the Elementary Earthhmy Superior
Stars as by a Sidereal Distillation of the Macrocosrhich Sidereal hot infusion, with any Airy-Sulphuteso
Property descending upon Inferiors, so acts andatg® as in those Metals and Minerals is implasfedtually
and invisibly a certain Power and Virtue, which Fuafterward resolves itself in the Earth, into aaie Water,
from which Mineral Water all Metals are thencefogmerated and ripened to their Perfection; andcéa@roceeds
this or that Metal or Mineral, according as onehaf three Principles acquires Dominion, and tehlyehauch or
little of Sulphur and Salt, or an unequal Mixtufdlee weight of them, whence some Metals are fixkedt is, some
constant and stable, some volatile and easily nejtab is seen i@old, Silver, Copper, Iron, TiandLead Besides
these Metals, other Minerals also are generatéiteathree Principles, according to the Communicadiod
Participation of the unequal weight of them: as\4tdol, Antimony and many other Marchasites, or other
Electrums, and Minerals, which for brevity sakelvege omit.

But Gold, in itsAstrumand Beginning was imbibed with a much more pei$adphur and a much more perfect
Mercury, than all other Metals and Minerals, and thereftwreperative Virtue is much more potent and more
efficacious, that théstrumsof other Metals: Yea, all Virtues whatsoever agpdrsed in other Metals, and many
more than them, are found in tAstrumof Gold only. Moreover | say, when that one this¢prought to further
Maturity by Fire, it contains more Perfection, trelhMetals and Minerals together. There is ong/ dtineral, of
which | have often made mention already, in whfound a Sulphur dol equally as strong and powerful, yea
more potent and more strong, than in Gold itselfalso, there are two kinds of Metals found, inahhthis
Predominancy powerfully Triumphs, of which at ttime | have neither will nor disposition to writect | am
willing to keep within the Bounds | have set mysnlfreating of the Essence Aftimony touching which |
purpose now to speak.

[ANTIMONY, ITS 3 FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES]

ThereforeAntimonyis a Mineral made of the Vapour of the Earth cleahigito Water, which Spiritual Sidereal
Transmutation is the trugstrumof Antimony which Water, by the Stars first, afterward by Element of Fire,
which resides in the Element of Air, is extracteahi the Elementary Earth, and by Coagulation folyrellanged
into a tangible Essence, in which tangible Essefviz,whenceAntimonyis formally made) is found very much of
Sulphurpredominant, oMercurynot so much, and &altthe least of all three; yet it assumes so nialy as it
thence acquires an hard and immalleable Mass. [MONY, ITS PRINCIPLE QUALITIES] The principal
Quiality of it is dry and hot, or rather burning,@6ld and Humidity it hath very little in it, asdfe is in Common
Mercury; in Corporal Gold also is more Heat thandC@hese may suffice to be spoken of the Matted, three
Fundamental Principles étimony how by theArcheusin the Element of Earth it is brought to perfentio

Yet the Lovers oChymistryshould not think this Philosophick Reason by nhegald of absolute necessity to them,
nor need they be solicitous to know, in what cetiteAstrumof Antimonyrests, or from what root it flows; but
should rather desire to learn the Utility and ussreof;viz. which way it ought to be prepared and reducdtsto
State, that tehy may know its Virtue, Power, an@@pon, touching which in times past so many Thihgve been
written, and to this Day are mentioned, and spakeyy all men of all States and Conditions. Forltkarned, as
well as the Unlearned hope to have their ardeniresatiable Desire satisfied by This; thereforell mot detain the
Reader with ambiguous Discourses, or tedious Delaytssimply teach every Thing, which | by greaadt and
Diligence (which | have often imployed abdntimony could find out touching the Essencefoftimony For no
man, by reason of the shortness of Life, can knosearch out all itBrcanum’s because in Preparation of
Antimony one new Wonder follows another perpetually; oegiee succeeds a former Degree, Colour follows
Colour, and one Virtue, Power or Operation alwagsifests it self greater than another.



And, to begin here | sapp\ntimonyis meer Venom, not of the kind of the least Venolpus such, as by which you
may destroy Men and Beasts, so venomous a powléfused through the whole Substance of this Mihédance
ariseth the common Exclamation of all men. [KIN@SID PRINCES, MISINFORMED BY DOCTORS] For the
People, unskilful Doctors, and all Those, to whawa ground of true Medicine is unknown, do with omeuth
proclaim itVenom Venom!Poison, say they (as | myself above confessesljidntimony For this Cause let us
dissuade all men from its use; for it endangerdtbalth and Life. Therefor®octorsresident in Princes Courts,
admonish Monarchs, Princes, and other Potentates mgeAntimony Other Scholasticks cry out, Beware, you in
no wise admiAntimonyinto Medicinal Use; for it's meer Poison: these thhabitants of Cities and Villages
follow. And this far spread Clamour so moves theaggst part of Mortals, @ntimonyin these our Days is very ill
spoken of, and no man dares put confidence in théidihe thereof, which in it is found so variouslian
unexpressible. [MEDICINE, NONE GREATER THAN IN ANWIONY] For truly and holily I affirm (as truly as
GODis the Creator of all things visible, which are tned in Heaven or Earth, which either have camén time
to come shall come unto our knowledge) that undeavdn, or by the Rays of the Sun, with the Guidarfice
Experience, can be found or demonstrated no grbldicine, than is in this Mineral; yea, there is3ubject, in
which so fluently and abundantly can be found suoist certain Remedies for Health, as shall be dettlgby sure
and undeniable Experiments) to befimtimony.

Son, attend to this my Discourse, and do thou Regigde heed to my Writings, and do you wise methefWorld
diligently observe my Declaration gintimonyfounded on Experience. For rifpeoryariseth from Nature, and my
Practiceproceeds from certain Experience, which shewsésifold Utility, and infinite Ways produceth thame,
not without the incredible Admiration of all menuB assent to you, and confess (as | have befdueoaviedged in
my Writings) thatAntimonyat first is meer Venom, and before Preparation hathing in or with itself, but Poison;
and that | affirm to be true. [DOCTORS REPREHENDHRD} you, whosoever you are, insignized or not
insignized with the Degree &foctor, Masteror Bachelor whether skilful in Art, or by some other privetag
promoted; you, | say, who so inconsiderately andrsogantly without Truth exclaim, and prate agaime, pause a
while, and forget not your own Argument, hear whaave to sayAntimonyis Venom, therefore every One must
beware he use it not. No, that doth not follow Bloctor, Bachelorpr, Master;it doth not follow, | say, MiDoctor,
although you be proud of your Red Hateacleis made of the most perillous Venom df¥iper, which is called
‘animal’, whence also it had its Name; thereforenmen must use it, for there is poison in it. Ddtis {Consequence
please you? How doth this my Doctrine like you? [ROOD IN ANTIMONY FOR THE HUMAN BODY,
WITHOUT PREPARATION] You hear, that after Prepamatino Venenosity is found #ntimony for by the
Spagyric ArtAntimonyis converted from Venom into Medicine, no othemnilsan as of the Venom of a Viper is
said, which is converted infireacle but without Preparation you shall find no Goodtjmor anything of
Medicinal Help, but much loss and detriment.

[VULCAN, MASTER AND REVEALER OF ALL SECRETS]

Now, whosoever desires to become a Disciplardfmony he must, after Prayer, and an earnest Invocafion
GOD, betake himself to the Schooldiilcan for he is the Master and Revealer of all SecfstdLCAN,
CONDEMNED BY WHOM] This Master is condemned by thse Men of the World, set very light by and
derided; because they, by reason of their own §egtie and Malignity, have learned nothing of hing all
Revelation, through their own Sloath, is imped®&EDICINE, NOT PREPARED WITHOUT VULCAN] for no
Medicine was ever prepared withadtlcan whatsoever those senseless mad men shall batibkffam to the
Contrary.

[ANTIMONY, ITS WONDERFUL VIRTUES]

But | will proceed to the Proceed and PreparatioArdimony for | little value the Clamours of arrogant aredf s
applauding men: let them make and bring to lighyt\&fork that can excéhntimony It is well known to me, that of
Antimonymay be made Medicines equal to Those, which agelithand vulgar Mercury (I except thatrumof

So) for of this may be prepareslirum Potabileagainst the Leprosie, of this may be made Sqifilercury, the
highest Remedy against the FrefsDX of this other infinite Remedies may be prepatetthose Condemners
cannot perceive and understand this, what wond&t lone, because they have not learned it. No caargive a
sound Judgement of that, which he never learnddSEISERS OF ANTIMONY COMPARED TO AN ASS] Let
the Ass, ainimallike them in stupidity be their Example, who canteztich a Shepherd how to handle his Pipe, so
as to play an Harmonious Tune; because he hatlearoied. So, right Judgement, with a solid Foundatannot be
given by a man, who before hath not bent his Stutfiat way, that from Writings he may be able txdin what, in
such a Business, is just or unjust. [DOCTORS REPREBED] After the same manner in this Faculty, wet

be attributed to any of tHeoctors,before he hath from Writings, and by his own prdpbour acquired
Knowledge?



[VENOM, WHENCE IT ARISETH] Yet before | pass to tieocess itself, some One may perhaps interrupaskd
me, which way both Minerals and other Things ree¢heir Venenosity? What Venom is? Whence the Rai$o
every Thing hath its Original? How it may be takawvay, also how such a Mineral may without perilsety be
used for Health after evacuation of that Venom2hBse Questions | will briefly and clearly answigne Infusion
of Venom falls under a twofold Consideratiaig. Natural and Supernatural.

[GODS END IN PROPOSING VENOMS]

The First Reason, whOD the Supreme Lord of the Stars, and the maker alele and Earth, hath proposed to us
open Venom, especially in Minerals, is, that by this Ordination he might show to us his Wondets @owerful
Works, for distinction of Good and Evil, as in thaw he prescribed to us the Knowledge of That, tiiies as a
Duty on us to doyiz. to Choose the Good and Eschew the Evil. So hksdtee of Life in Paradise was proposed;
its right use tended to Good, but its abuse brotighfall to Evil; for by thaGOD’s Command was broke, whence
proceeded Destruction and all Evil. This is thetfReason.

A Second Reason is, that by this we might comprelsei understand the Distinction between Evil andd; and
at length learn to exterminate Malice and reposib@hess in its place. F&OD wills not, that man should perish
and be destroyed, but that he should depart froifn &hd come to amendment of Life, that Destructiaay be
driven far away from his Soul. So, to Us his Creasuwith wonderful Conveniency hath he proposeddzand
Evil, which is found both in the Precept of the \Woand in the Work of the Creature, that we mayoskovhat is
profitable and good for Health, and shun what isawd pernitious.

Thirdly, Venom is also made by the Stars, whenreoptOppositions and Conjunctions of them happgrwibich
the Elements are Infected so, as they become thseGH Pestilences, and other Venomous Diseasbisiworld:
which also is to be understood@bmets

Fourly, Venom is made from Things repugnant eadttlter, as when any One inkindles a deadly Poisdrimself,
by Anger or Sadness; also when a man drinks bdingeameasure hot.

Fifthly, among Venoms may be numbered Weapons, witich any One is slain; then the Abuse of Armgésiom
to that man. But when any One useth Arms, for tisé §nd unblamable defence of his Body, to whiahtery
were invented, then they may be accounted a cekitaghof Medicine.

Lastly, the Cause of Venom may be demonstrateddiymd, in this manner: whatsoever Nature resistesom,
and that because it fights against Nature. As vamnone eats such Food, as®ismactcannot bear, then that
Food is Venom to him; for it is repugnant to Nafuwre the contrary, if any One eat such Food, &siendly to his
Stomach, to him that Food is Medicine.

But Venom is principally attracted to Bodies in tharth, whilst they are a certain Mercurial Essgmoav | speak
of the Venom of Minerals) which yet is in an imm@&ucrude, and not well digested Form, which isigggant to
Nature, and difficultly digeested; because suchesdurial Essence is not yet perfect, well digesbellaturity,
therefore it passeth through the whole Body, aside; immature, undigestible Mineral. As if cruaercshould be
eaten by men, that would be so difficult to be digd by the Stomach, as a notable debility of théyBvould
follow. For the natural Heat is too weak to dedtied to a due Concoction and Perfection. Corn, whiceives its
Maturity from the Fire of the Great World, musteaftard be throughly cocted by the Minor Fire, thatay be
digested by the Microcosm. [CATHARTICKS, ALL VENOMES] As before we said, touching the boiling of
Flesh to Maturity; so here the same is to be umndedsof Antimony which being yet crude, and not throughly
cocted in the Earth to fixedness, the stomach af {4a | may so speak) is too weak to bear it, @imehe same, as
by certain Experience is manifest&d;. that allCatharticks whether Minerals, Animals or Vegetables, are
venomous, because of a certain Mercurial volatiégt®t still predominant in them; which volatile Bpis the
Cause why other things, which are in man, are éeghe]REMEDIES FIXED PURGE NOT] not that by this ktes
the Root itself of Diseases is laid hold on, whictly is effected by the fixedness of every medic[ROOT OF
DISEASES, HOW EXPELLED] For every Medicine througliixed, searcheth out fixed Diseases, and eraghcat
them; which Purgers not fixed cannot do, but theywdly as it were carry away some Spoil of Diseasethey
may be compared to Water, which driven by forceulgh a Street Penetrates not the Earth itself. [V BY
THE INFERIOR PARTS, NOT THE WAY TO EXPEL FIXED DISESES] Fixed Remedies purge not by the
Inferior Parts, because that is not the familiay whExpelling fixed Venoms, and that way they webuabt touch
the Kernel (as | may call it) or Center of the [@ise; but by expelling Sweat, and otherways théyesait the very
inmost Root of the Diseases, not contented witbream superficial Expulsion of Filths. Therefore wften
admonish all and every One, that all venomous Iityis totally to be taken away fromntimony before it can
either be, or be called such a Medicine, as maghsaE given. For this Cause, the Good must beratggghfrom the
Evil, the Fixed from the not fixed, and the Medgifnom the Venom with accurate diligence, if we édyy the Use
of Antimonyto obtain true Honour, and true Utility; but Foely can effect that. FoYulcanis the sole and only
Master of all These. Whatsoever Welcanin the Greater Orbe leaves crude and perfectghmdtjn the Lesser



World must be amended by a certain ottielcan ripening the Immature, and cocting the Crude legtHand
separating the Pure from the Impure. That thio&sjble no man doubts; for dayly Experience tedctiet same,
and it is very apparent in the Corporal Aspect ofo@rs, which proceed from the Fire. [FIRE, THE IRATOR
OF VENOMS] For by Separation and Fire, which perfégation, Venenosity is taken away, and a Chaageade
of the Evil into Good, as we have already said.rétoee Fire is the Separator of Venom from Medicened of
Good from Evil; which is a thing, that None of tRhysicianseither dares or can truly and fundamentally own, o
demonstrate to me, unless he who hath firmly cotethFriendship witWulcan and instituted the fiery Bath full of
Love, by which the Spouse, being throughly purgedifall Defilement, may legitimately lie down iwtter
Bridegroom in the Marriage Bed.

Fie upon the Acuteness of the Worldly Wit of thosap neither understand, nor are willing to endeato
understand these my Writings. if you did know, wisatalled fixed, and what not fixed, and whaigtdfies to
separate the Pure from the Impure, assuredly yaddymurposely forget many Things, and omitting otein
Works, would follow me only. [ANTIMONY, SPEAKS OHBELF] For in me Antimonyspeaks of himself) you
will find Mercury, SulphurandSalt then which Nothing is more Conducible for the lteaf men. [MERCURY,
SULPHUR, AND SALT IN ANTIMONY] Mercuryis in theRegulusSulphurin the Red Colour, anBaltin the
remaining black Earth. He that can separate tlaagbagain unite them in a due manner, accordidgtiso as
Fixation may bear Rule, without Venom, he may @aiith Honour and Truth; because he hath obtaime8tone
of Fire, which may be prepared ahtimonyfor the Health of Mortals, and for Temporal Susaéion with
particular profit. [ANTIMONY, CONTAINS ALL COLOURSJFor inAntimonyyou may find all Colours, Black,
White, Red, Green, Blue, Yellow, and more othertriiglours, than can be believed, all which maydjgasated
apart, and known particularly, and singularly apglio use; according as the Artist intends, sucBmination is to
be instituted.

[ANTIMONY, ITS WONDERFUL VIRTUES] Therefore now wil distinctly declare, how Medicine is to be
prepared, Venom to be expelled, Fixation to beabetit, and a true Separation to be made, by whilkvil may
be subdued and depressed, and the Good triumpheatadken into use. In the meanwhile, let the Lafekrt
consider, that every of the other Metals may bepared to every of the Precious Stones; but thig cohtains
universally the Virtue of all Stones; which thosel@lirs, which it gives forth and exhibits to thelgifrom itself in
the Fire, do sufficiently demonstrate. Its Trangp&iRedness is assigned to the Carbuncle, RubZard; its
Whiteness, to the Diamond and Crystal; its BlueoGnlto the Saphire; Green, to the Emerald; Yellmthe
Jacinth; its Black, to the Granate, which Stonet&@ios in itself a a certain Blackness occultly almsled. But as to
Metals, the Black is assigned to Saturn, the Retbtg the Yellow to Gold, the Green to Copper, Biee to Silver,
the White to Mercury, and its mixture of variousl@gos is attributed to Jupiter. [ANTIMONY, CONTAINALL
COLOURS] But as all the colours of all Metals anddtous Stones are clearly foundAntimony so also all the
powers and Virtues of Medicine are no less showet than the Colours aforesaid: but to educe fioafl these
Colours is not the Labour of one man. For our isfeircumscribed with Limits more straight, tharilyermit one
man by his Labour throughly to learn whatsoeveulakeeps concealed and absconded in her bosamein
certain way of Preparation, froAntimonyby distillations is drawn forth an Humour acid asidrp, like true perfect
Vinegar. Another way is prepared a shining Red @glsweet and savoury, as purified Honey or Suiyaother
way, a Wormwood like Bitterness proceeds therefrotinerwise, a certain Acrimony, like some Salt-@ils
always one Nature follows another. Against, butliBudtion it is driven to the Olympic Mountains, dla flying
Eagle, red, yellow and white. Also forced down bgsbent, it yields diverse Colours and Preparatialss: by
Reverberation, of it is made a Metal, like commaadl. Likewise a transparent Glass, red, yellowieyhiack, and
endewed with other Colours: all which notwithstamggiare not safe to be used in Medicine, unlessltbdirst
proved by anotheExamen Also it is reslved into rare and wonderful Oilghich are various and manifold, some of
which are made perfect with Addition, others withmixtion of any other things; some likewise arketainwardly,
others only outwardly applied to common Ulcers, ®alnds. It supplies us with so many several Extas,
varied with so many Colours, as it would tir®elphian Apolloto describe them all; but indeed, all the Mutadion
its Nature, which are discovered through the Géfére, it by its own Oracles will best unfold. [NRCURY,
MADE OF ANTIMONY] Of it is made living Mercury, an&ulphur which burns like common Sulphur, so tHat o
that Gunpowder might be made. Of it is made aangnaturaBalt and many other things are prepared of the
same.

Therefore we begin to speak of the Preparationgtificas of itEEssence, Magistery, Arcanum, Eljpand
particularTincture in which you must imploy all diligence and Cagespecially when | shall in my Writings declare
to you the Stone of Fire, and its Preparation, ttugrewith other various Secrets and Arcanums, wirideed are
scarcely at all known to the World; and which haeen little regarded, since tRgyptians Arabiansand



Chaldeandlied, who professed these Arts: of which notwéheding the use is very great, for searching outéng
Fountain of true Medicine, and all other Works jpemt thereunto.

Now diligently mind, and with profound Meditatiolomrsider all the following Preparations, one suctegdnother,
as | shall reveal them. For there is no One indemdich hath not its singular Utility, but everf/tbem is useful,
according as ordained as its State. A fixed MediaPAntimony expels fixed Diseases and eradicates tehm; but
Antimonyis not fixed, as when it is crude and not prepaopéns and purgeth the Stomach only, but touchsth n
the Root of the Disease. Therefore | will set alihatPreparation of all, that appertaing\tdimony and discover
all the Keys of its Preparation, which now (as byeav Nativity) are brought to Light, and revealgdrire, in the
same state to which tehy were ordained3)D their Creator. This unlocking and preparing of Minerahtimonyis
performed by diverse Methods and Ways, by the disgoand governance of the Fire, with manifold ladaf the
Hands, whence proceeds the Operation, Virtue, PaneiColour of the Medicine itself. And sindatimonyto the
Aspect presents a crude black Colour, mixed wiittla whiteness, | will first speak of its desttive alteration,
which consists irCalcinationandincineration and that is thus made.

[CALCINATION OF ANTIMONY]

Take Hungarian or othéntimony the best you can get, grind it, if possible, tdrapalpable Powder; this Powder
spread Thin all over the bottom of a Calcining Rannd or square, which hath a Rim round abouth#ight of
two Fingers thickness; set this Pan into a Calgiinrnace, and administer to it at first a very eratk Fire of
Coals, which afterward increase gradually: when s@& a Fume beginning to arise fromAmgimony stir it
continually with an IrorSpatula without ceasing, as long as it will give fortlorin itself any Fume. If it€alcining,
the Antimonymelt, or concrete into Clots, then remove it fritva Fire, and when cold again reduce it to a subtle
Powder, and as before calcine it, continually istiyias we said, until no more Fume will ascenaeéd be repeat
this Operation so often and so long, as until A&rgtmonyput into the Fire, will neither fume, nor concréit®
Clots, but in Colour resemble White and pure Asiié®n is the calcination @ntimonyrightly made.

[GLASS OF ANTIMONY, SIMPLE]

Put thisAntimonythus calcined into a Goldsmiths Crucible set Fuanace, and urge the Fire with Bellows, or put it
into a Wine-Furnace, administering such Fireehag\nhtimonymay flow, like clear and pure Water. Then, that you
may certainly and infallibly prove, whether the &lanade thereof be sufficiently cocted, and hatjuiaed a
transparent Colour, put a long rod of Iron colaitite Crucible, and part of the glass will stickhe Iron, which
with a hammer strike off, and hold up against tight, to see whether it be clear, clean and tranespaif so, it is
well, and perfectly mature.

Here let my Reader, unlearned and but a Beginnartjrknow (for | write not to men skilled in thi&rt, who have
often experienced the powers of the fire, but tadidates;Tyro’'s*, and the studious Disciples of tBpagyrick
Science; because to make Glassuwtimonyis a thing common, and well known to many) knoway, that every
Glass, whether made of Metals, Minerals, or angolatter, must be thoroughly cocted in Fire to Magurity,
that it may have a clear and transparent Colout benapt for further Preparation to Medicinal uskich translucid
and pure Maturity/ulcanonly effects in his secret and hidden Nature. &fuge, let every man know, consider and
retain this.

*Rightly doth Basilius say, he writes to the Tymfshis Art, because he begins with the Glass difwany, that is,
from the very Rudiments of Chymistry, and so adelydeacheth to make that, as no man how ignaaater can
be deceived therein: yet the Ancients have nobsekekperienced, how often they have erred in thai®rfor such
| have written these Commentaries. For me, letye@ere please himself in his own Writings: suralyihk | have
offered somewhat, which Posterity will always tHali accept. For although | did for several yeansst diligently
read Basilius and other Masters of the Art of Aasd in Labouring following them, as exactly asgloly | could,
yet | committed so many Errors (the rememberaneehigh fills me with Horror) lost so much Moneydamas so
often constrained to amend those Errors with labasr| have compassion of all Those, who wouldrénte this
way, incited thereunto by their earnest desiredatphheir Neighbours: for | have no respect to @ghevho aim at
nothing but Riches, and would make so noble asudbtervient to Avarice, the worst of all Vices;thetm sustain
the dammage they deserve to suffer. But do youawehendued with a more noble Spirit, First seekKingdom of
GOD, which is either constituted or propagated thafty to your Neighbour, and all other Things, winiother
men so impiously seek, shall spontaneously (wkittei bounty of GOD) be added to you. | need tonasgreat
Arguments to persuade any man to read those Coraneg)tfor every One’s own Business will sufficignt
admonish him, when he shall see me often with @né,\w&nd a most simple Animadversion to save higrsat
Charges, which he hath too frequently bestowedhndring without success. | do here candidly pretesthee,
studious Reader, had the Manual Operations beesiregrely showed to me, as | here open them, lidh@ave
saved a great Sum of Money; for | very often ervdten | would over eagerly prosecute certain Preessf
others, and by that vain endeavour, lost some Tdmss of Florens. Yet | seldom twice repeated artjasfe



Operations, which out Author (most sincerely andrdyp, of all that | know) hath in this Book insetté shall not
here institute a Tyrocinium of Chymistry, as otAethors, well known to young Beginners, have alyedwhe; but |
am willing, by Admonition to help those, who loimgee could loose this Subject from its Bonds, aitll most
fervent desire design to arive to the Goal expdsdteir Eyes and Mind, least either slippery Blaondhe Way, or
Entellus now lying prostrate, should hinder thennirgaining the proposed Reward, which is RichesHemlth.
When in the Method we have taught, yatimonyis converted into Glass, take a Platter or Disdenaf Copper,
which is smooth and broad, heat it hot at the Fitegrwise your Matter will flie out; then pourtime fluid Matter
as thin as you can, and you will have pure, yellwansparent Glass éintimony This is the best way of preparing
Glass ofAntimonyper se without addition; and this Glass, above all oshés endewed with the greatest Virtue and
Power, which it manifests after its further Pregiara This is by me calleBure Glass ofAntimony*

*This is now the Common, and well known way of nga®ilass of Antimony, which is profitable in many
Operations: but to administer it so to the Sickhwiit Distinction, is a Work full of danger and peli indeed
succeeds happily, but this casual or accidentalthez some, is not of so great moment, as theegfmexpose the
Life of one man to Peril. For | have seen a Sicknweho after he had taken but half an ounce ofrfigsion,
vomited and purged above measure, and soon aftdr [DOCTORS REPREHENDED] hence are those Tears,
hence those Clamours arise against Chymists, thg ifmpious rashness of some false Chymists wére imputed
to the Art, which PseudoChymists care not how nkémyses they fill with Funerals, provided one or tivat are
healed will blaze their Fame, and they can heantbelves called Doctors, and rob the simple of thr@iney. The
reason of this great danger is, because all thetitdéorce of Antimony contained in the fixed $iadtreof, in
which resides all its Venenosity, which weak Natwannot overcome, and therefore receive not sdirgaod
from the Salutiferous virtue thereof, as hurt fritsenVenom. But this thing should not deter sound fr@an the use
of Antimony, since they see it, even then whendmixé Venom, often to produce salutary Effect®yT$hould
rather thus reason; if that salutiferous Virtue foeed fromt he Noxious faculty, what Good woulabit do, or what
Diseases would it not heal? Therefore, behold etadfer to you such Glass of Antimony, as | myssifoften, and
may be used by every man, without any danger afreahfCatastrophe.

Take pure Glass of Antimony, made as Basilius tesrehet, melt it in a Crucible, and keep it in fRoxlong, as
until a third part be consumed. Then let it coaldayrind the same to an Impalpable Powder, uporciwpour
Spirit of Wine highly rectified, until it stand & fingers above the Powder; close the Vesselfiramd circulate
the Matter for three Months; then by Distillatiobsract the Spirit of Wine, or if it be tinged wRedness, (which
always will be, if you have rightly operated) oplyur it off, and keep it apart; for it is an exegit Medicine. The
remaining Body put into a Crucible, permit it towl, and then cast it into what Forms you will. Fiotan assume
whatsoever Shapes you will have it, which may badeings, and worn on the Hand. But its Medicingé is thus.
Put this Glass for one Night in two ounces of Qafitie, and in the Morning let the Sick drink than®/iand you
will find very good success, for it purgeth kindingd if Nature incline to bring the Matter upwaitiperforms that
action moderately, causing gentle Vomits. Only Nloi& the prescribed Dose must be diminished, ating to the
Strength, Age and Constitution of the Sick. Heegder, candidly accept of this my first Admonitidfer to thy
self, and expect to find more, if you willingly a@ntently peruse the after following.

[GLASS OF ANTIMONY WITH BORAX]

For there are other Glasses preparefirasimony by Addition ofBoraxand other things, in this manner.

Take of CrudeAntimonyone part, ol/enetian Boraxwo parts; put these together into a Crucible chlsetting the
Vessel in a Wind-Furnace, or urging the Fire wigllBws, cause to flow, that they may be well andguly mixed
together, afterward pour out the Mixture into a RarDish of Copper made hot, as thin as is possdd before was
said in the Superior Preparation, and you will fyrmai Antimonyfair and transparently clear, *likeRyropusor
Ruby, provided you observe the due and accuratbddeOperating as you ought, in the Governing Fire.

*The Caution, to which our Author here ascribedsShiecess, is that you use a most strong Fire, asdb
required for melting Gold: for without this you st acquire the Redness of a Pyropus.

The Redness may be abstracted from this Red GlétbsSpirit of Wine*, and by long continued Circtitzn in

Fire, be perfected, and rendered a most excepediitable and efficacious Medicine.

*Not with common Spirit of Wine, but with Philosap8pirit, which for extracting this Tincture, | thprepare.
Take of Sal-Armoniac thrice sublimed four ouncdst3y Wine, distilled upon Salt of Tartar so, &isnay be
perfectly dephlegmated: put them together in a Piihich place in heat of Digestion the Spirit nfally imbibe
Sulphur or Fire of the Sal- Armoniac; then distietmixture by Alembic thrice, and you will haveletMenstruum,
wherewith to Extract that Redness from the Glagsmiimony. Also the Tincture of this Glass is estied with its
proper Vinegar, and by a further Operation is petésl, and becomes a most excellent Medicament.

But a transparent white GlassAfitimony after commixtion thereof, is prepared in this mam



[ANOTHER GLASS OF ANTIMONY WITH BORAX] TakeAntimonybeat or ground small one pavienetian
Boraxvery pure four parts: put these, well mixed togetinto a Crucible, and cause the Mixture to flwell. At
first indeed it will be yellow, but if it stand |ger in Fire, the yellowness vanisheth, the Maeeives a white
Colour, and thenceforth becomes a fair and whits&IWhether this colour be brought to perfect kitgtuyou
may prove with a cold Iron, as above is said. Matier ways, oAntimonymay be formed Glasses* consisting
almost of infinite Forms.

*Let him who desires to prepare more Glasses ofwarty, consult Beguinus, Hartman, Crollius, and othe
Authors; we here acquiesce in these proposed byilgas

But since my purpose here was not to describe @lasses, then | myself had experienced, and whanhifest
happy success in Healing, | judged it unnecessawasste Paper in describing them, or by a teditaeodrse to
weary the Reader; especially since, unto you &adly in part proposed the principal Colowiz.(the Red) which is
found in Glass made @intimony The black Colour, whicAntimonyhad before Preparation, is now in a Spiritual
manner flown up the Chimney; because in such at&gimanner, very much of the Venomous Substaacdeéft
it before, through the Expulsive force of the Fag,by Calcination. Yet because in this Preparatibtihe whole
Venom is not taken away from the Glasatimony but it still retains very much thereof; | am wilh (now | have
begun) further to reveal to you, which way the Vimmmay wholly be removed from this Glass, and arrothe
Separation of the Pure from the Impure, of the \fefimm the Medicine, be instituted; by which thengae of the
Orator will be loosed, and occasion given to him of ldygxpressing my Praises, and publishing the samaiith
a great Sound, through all Parts of this Inferi@ub: which will be a necessary Consequence of ffait@Gde of my
Disciples, when they shall see with their Eyesctowith their Hands, and with their Understandingnprehend,
that | do their great profit, have declared to thmvery Truth, without Deceit, and made themHlle@s of a
memorable Testament.

Therefore the first Separation of the Sulphur fitgeBody, and the Extraction of the Tincture frasm$alt, is
performed in this manner. Take pure GlasAmtfimony as | taught you to make it, without the adjunctid any
other Thing, Grind it to subtle Powder* impalpabkFlower;

*What | here shall advise is short, but very prdfita without which what the Author appoints canpetdone, nor
by beating or by grinding in a Mortar can you ewging the Body to a requisite fineness, much lgpsma
Porphyry Stone can you grind the same. Therefeselieat it in a Mortar, afterward mix it with dibéd Vinegar,
that it may have the Consistency of a soft Paptikéter, and so grind it upon a Porphry Stone, amfeas grind
their Colours, and undoubtedly you will obtain yalasire.

Which powder put into a Glass with a Plain flattbot, called a Cucurbit, and there pour upon itrgjr@inegar
well rectified: then set the Vessel in a Digesfive, or if it be Summer, expose it to the Suristj it twice or
thrice* a Day, and so long digest it in that tenaereat, as until the vinegar contract a YellowoGoinclining to
Redness, like the colour of most clean and welifipdrGold.

*Thou art happy, if thou canst be wise by my Damm@desove of Art. | exactly followed this short Adrition,
stirring the Cucurbit twice or thrice a Day, butetiMatter was always coagulated like a Stone, andksso firmly
to the bottom, as it could by no force be remobedde; but afterward, being more wary, from thstfirbegan to
stir the Matter with a Wooden Spatula five or éimes a Day, or oftner; you may imitate the samgoif be wise,
not only here, but also in the Superior Preparatadmntimony, and in every Extraction of Tincturenfi Antimony.
Then pour off this clear and pure Extraction, andrpon fresh Vinegar, and repeat the Operatiolgragas the
Vinegar is tinged, and until no more Tincture carelatracted. Filter all these Extractions mix’ddtiger, and put
them into a Glass Body, with its Head annexed,land.M. distil off the Vinegar; until in the Bottom remain
Yellow Powder, inclining to Redness. Upon this Pewplour distill Rain-water often times, and as oftigstill it off
again, still pouring on fresh distilled Rain-watBepeat this labour so long, as until the Powdeare Sweet and
*grateful.

*QOur most sincere Author here deceives you notctiiceals a certain manual Operation, which if ytterad to
me clearly discovering the same, the Work itsdlfneiver fail to Answer your desire. If you haveamTincture,
you must have a great Cucurbit; if Little, a les# serve. For if you take a greater Vessel, thanryTincture
requires, the vinegar must necessarily have a dieato cause it to ascend, by reason of the hatghust
unavoidably rise, or it cannot be distilled; andduastaining so forcible a Fire, there is great dangf Corrupting
the Tincture itself. Here also is required anot@=aution; viz. this, after two thirds are distilledf, you must
change your Vessel and put the remaining Matter antess Glass body, and thence distill off theeWar, until the
Remanency acquire the just thickness of a Podllsn take heed, as Basilius seems to intimate yiadistil not
off the Vinegar unto dryness, lest the Tincturétdystion be wholly corrupted.

Notwithstanding all This my own Precaution now givecould not choose, but labour a whole yeatritttel
purpose, often repeating this Tincture with a vantdeavour, whence | was almost as often weary pinGiry



through desperation; for my Tincture was of noceffly in Medicine; because a meer Caput-Mortuum,only
unsavoury and of no value. Hence consider howe litly Process profits, whether set down in Writorgeceived
from a Friend by word of mouth, unless you setoaryrand, and practically learn every particulartbie Work fit
to be observed in operating. Also see, how libgratleal with you, in revealing that, the ignorarafevhich hath
put me into great trouble and charge. The manuat@gion, which is requisite for edulcorating thigRlike
Matter remaining in the bottom, is this. Upon tMatter pour distilled Water, and gently abstrace ttame by
Balneo. When you have repeated this a third timoa,will find the Water to come off sweet; whichetimust be
observed and with very great diligence. For if ymmudeceived in that, your work is at an end, allnjabour lost,
and you shall get nothing, but a Caput Mortuum. Bstrsoon as twenty, or at most thirty drops of $we¢er come
forth, an Acidity appears again and distils fortthich the unwary judging to be an Acidity of theagar formerly
added, proceed in distilling, expecting the Watecaome forth sweet; but this being the Acidity wfithony, which
(the Vinegar being extracted) immediately follols Sweet Water, that persisting to distil desttbgswhole Virtue
of the Antimony, and leaves nothing remaining lutiasavoury Caput-Mortuum. Therefoer be thou maeyw
and as soon as this Sweet Water comes forth, ¢ealstil, and take out the Pap-like Matter resiglim the Bottom,
and putting that into another Glass, permit it ty @t the Solar-Heat; or else evaporate all its Btoire with most
gentle Fire, that it may remain a dry Powder: anden you have avoided this danger, then go on.

[TINCTURE OF ANTIMONY, FROM ITS GLASS]

This Powder grind upon a Marble or Glass, first emadt; then put it in a Glass Body, and pour upar the best
rectified Spirit of Wing so much as will stand above it three Fingertigss: then set it in a Digestive heat, as
above, for extracting th&inctureof Antimony which will be high coloured and pleasantly rechitoazement; and it
will deposit a certain Earth, or feculency in tretbm.

This Extractionis sweet, grateful, and so very efficaciouddedicing as no man, that hath not experienced the
same, will give credit thereunto. TRecesin the bottom retain the Venenosity, but ExdractionMedicine only,
which Experience hath taught to be profitable Rgnfed men and Beasts. For if three or four Grarfahie
Medicine be taken, it expels theprosieandGallick Lues purifies theBlood, drives awayelancholy and resists
all Venom: and whosoever labours w@hortness of Breattifficulty of Breathing, or Pricking of the Sidelse
may be cured by the Use of this Medicine: *whicfeets many wonderful Things, if rightly administdrend in
due time.

*These Medicaments, which perform their Operatians by sensible force, as Catharticks, Emeticks,
Diaphoreticks, and the like are wont to operatd, ihgensibly uniting their own more pure UniverSalirit unto
our Spirits, amend Nature and restore it to headtle not to be used, unless where the Body hathidféen cleansed
from the impurities of pecant Humours, otherwise gast these Peals into a Dunghill, where (overwisel with
Filths) they cannot shine and manifest their Vistu€or although, by reason of their manifold Viduéhey may be
called Universals, yet they are to be numbered Withicks, before which Generals are to be usedyraitg to the
opinion of Galen, and all Physicians.

The Tincture here spoken of, performs all thosee€uvhich Basilius mentions, if the use of it beticoed for
some time. For where that Saying is of force, Mad& used help, continued heal, it must certaielyapplied to
those especially, which insensibly operate.

That Yellow Powder, of which mention is made abbeéore it is extracted with Spirit of Wine, may ¢m@und
upon a hot Stone, and then put into Eggs* boiled ha place of the Yolk, which is to be taken et these Eggs
in a moist Place, or Cellar, and the Powder wabtee into a yellow Liquor.

*Indeed soft Eggs, according to the Saying; are gwaarily and softly to be handled; but in thesedhaggs also,
I have somewhat to advise you of; for if after hawe taken out the Yolk, you be not mindful to btbat Pellicle,
which divides it from the wHite, you will wondergee how your Balsom will intrude itself within thite, and
deprive you of a great part thereof.

This admirabld.iquor heals all greelVoundsif soon after a Wound is made, it be put thergith a soft Feather,
and the Wound well covered with a Styptick, or otReeservative Playster. All fresh Wounds inflicedther by
Prick or Cut, are healed by this Liquor, withoutriétaction, Inflammation, or any superfluity of thi] so perfectly;
as unto him, who created Heaven and Earth, artkeim insited such a Medicine, due Thanks and Pdaiservedly
ought to be given. In all old, malignant, and ceive Wounds, use thExtractionor Balsomof Antimony and it
will never fail Thee in thy necessity. And thou tbsif, after me wilt write aEncomiumof its Praises and publish
the Virtues thereof, by which extrenally appliedserable Mortals may be made happy: for the Wolf*&ahcer
yeild to it; Rottenness in the Bones, malignantetbocorroded and perforate with Worms fly fronaitd it restores
to pristine Health, and provides Entertainmentifiat with itself, when its fixedness shall be duged inwardly,
and other Convenient Means duly applied outwardly.



*|f Chirurgions would here give credit to our Autharith how great Care would they prepare this Baidor
themselves, and with how great Fruit, and how festly might they use the same? For | interposingladgement
must say, that Basilius here comes far short, pressing its due Praises; for it performs more rtie declares of
it. [HISTORY OF THE VIRTUES OF BALSOM OF ANTIMOIDYie short History, drawn from the Centuries of
my Medicinal Observations, will confirm the truthwehat | have said. A certain Woman, about fortargef Age,
for seven years together suffered great doloufseinleft Breast, which were accompanied with a Tiuamal
Hardness. Those Chirurgeons and Physicians, whadhised with, did all with one Consent judge hé&elase to
be a Cancer; and she was also judged to labour wi@ancer, by the Censure of that famous Practtipwho at
Orscotus (a Village about the Dukes-Wood) very #dolyland happily practised Chirurgery, and drewhimself a
vast number of People: for after he had, for thiéenth together, in vain endeavoured to heal thisease, he
severely pronounced her Breast was to be cut ofheDisease could not be extirpated. The womesplving
rather to suffer all Dolours of the Disease, therstistain so cruel and inhumane a Remedie, camme1d,
beholding her Breast, found it wholly inflamed, anise as big as the other, and an abundance oftthimours
flowing to the Wound. | purposed to try all | codld, rather than suffer this miserable Woman tagterand
thinking of this Balsom resolved to try, whetheaflfwhich in other Diseases had fulfilled the prees of its
Author, would fail me here. Therefore, to the DsshWoman waiting my Answer, | said; in eight daye | would
resolve her, whether, there was an hopes of Curetrwithout Cutting off; and thereupon gave Hes Remedy to
anoint her Breast therewith: and which is very sga, in the Space of two Days the Matter came feriéiss, and a
just Consistency. Therefore, | then filled with ddwpe, adjoined inward and outward Remedies, whéamed
convenient for the purpose, and in two Months SplaeéVomans Breast was perfectly healed. Upon,thist
without a perculiar Joy, blessed and praised thedl_that had conferred so great virtue on this Bafs

[OIL OF ANTIMONY, FROM ITS GLASS BY DISTILLATION]

Also Glass ofAntimonyis by me two ways reduced to an Oil, in distithati(as they call it) by Alembeck.

Take Glass oAntimony as it is made of th®linera of Antimony subtily pulverized, and extract its Tincture with
distilled Vinegar; afterward abstract the Vinedsrice and edulcorate the remaining Powder. Thengo8pirit
of Wine, with which extract the Tincture, and ciiate it in a Pelican well closed, for an entire NtorAfterward,
distil it per se, without any Addition, with a cair singular *Dexterity; and you will thence reoeia wonderful
grateful and sweet Medicine, in the form of a Rell @ which after may be formed the Stone of Fire.

*This is the Work, this is the Labour, very few tBams of Art (whom Apollo loves) could extract Tiiscture by
Alembeck. There is need (as Basilius saith) ofreitepeculiar manual Operation. This Tincture lugiht many
years, and at length (GOD favouring me) found tmae. [OIL OF ANTIMONY, ITS PREPARATION
ENIGMATICALLY DESCRIBED] Wilt thou have me discdaves Thee by an Enigma? | see thou desirest ukho
therefore take this Mystery, thus. Alciatus, paigta Dolphin wreathed about an Anchor, write theseds: Make
not too much hast. Esteem of this Admonition, nitim all your Life, but also in this very mattes very
profitable to you: for the hasty Bitch (as the ®ayis) brings forth blind Whelps. Therefore | agaimd again
admonish you, to cause Wings to be prepared for Maiter, by Juno, Bacchus and Vulcan; but as yaue lyour
Life, permit it not suddenly to flie, rather deliveto Mercury to be instructed by him gradualtydccustom itself to
flying; yea, bind it with a Cord, lest (as a Birdtgout of a Cage, and past your Reach) it througiorance
approach too near the Sun, and with Icarus, havisdgeathers burnt fall headlong into the Sea. &fter you have
detained it for its due time, loose its bonds, thatay fly, and come to those fortunate Islanagpwvhich all Sons
of Arts direct their Sight, and where unto all Atsis aim to arrive, as unto their desired and I@ayght Harbour.
Here, O Lover of Art, you should not be offendedrary with me, as if | deluded you (desiroushaf Knowledge
of this Secret) by a Tantalick Apple shown. Whatikhl do? | in this Case give you advice. Would fiave me
cast Pearls before Swine? and unto all men expgusdfiystery, which the Ancient kept so holily, anghtnot
reveal it, unless to the worthy Sons of Art onlj@U thy self wouldest bewail nothing more, and destl even
execrate me, for doing so. They, who understandunaerstand Art: and unto such as are Chymistsehapened
the way, which if they diligently travel in, thegyrarrive, where they desire to be. No man did seetlearly
reveal this to me; but by reading the Writings attfors, strenuously labouring, and trusting in G@idhout
fainting or desperation (which is a most efficasddnd of Prayer) | at length attained to what MeaDo thou
study, and be diligent, that thou mayest comprehfemde, who, knows how to render Tinctures vtdais already
admitted into the very Penetrale, and Conclavéhef@hymical Art; because of all other MysteriesMethod is
the same. Peruse the Fables, search into the Riddiel consider the Parables of all wise men; tietend hither,
and all say the same. Compare the Parables of sttvéth this my Enigma, and this with them, that yaay
understand how much Light | have added in all, hadl Easy | have made the way to those serene Tewiple
Wisdom.

[QUINTESSENCE OF ANTIMONY, WHAT]



This Oil is theQuintessenceand the highest, that can be writterAotimony as you may find in my former
Writings, wherein lhave made a short DeclaratioAmtimony and in which | showed also, that there are four
Instrumentgequired for itdPreparation and the fifth is that, in whickulcanhath fixed his Residencenderstand
thus: fourPreparationsmust be made before it can be perfected; andfthad the Utility, and effect of the Work
in the Body of man. The first Labour@alcinationandLiquefactioninto Glass. The secondgestion by which
Extractionis performed. The third iSoagulation The fourth iDistillation into Oil, and after that Separation
follows Fixation, by the ultimateCoagulation through which the Matter is deduced to a perlkéaty Stonewhich
that it may operate upon Metals, must be fermeritedycquiring its penetrative Property; but noinsach, as that
Ancient Stone of the Philosophers, because ittidJmiversal; but only tingeth particularly. Touchimhich, about
the End of this Book, more shall be spoken whertraat of the Stone of Fire.

This distilled Oil* of which we have now spokenfegdts all things, that are necessary to be knowaPlyysician
and which he hath need of, in isires.

*Had | not known Basilius, | should have thought,Himthis place to have dealt like a Deceiver, agsgbond
Medicaster with you: but the Matter itself unto ree,often speaks for him, as | religiously scruglen in the least
to doubt his Promises. For whatsoever | have expegd (but there are very few Processes contaiméus Book,
which | have not tried: for He, from the very firstas my Teacher, Friend and Patron) | have foungesy
efficacious beyond the Authors Promises, thatétrseto me, he hath been sparing in declaring ttiees of his
Medicaments, least in praising them, he shoulchbaght too much to commend himself. Yet | shalhacg in his
stead, undertake comment much on their laudabl@i&sr Let him who believes not, make trial, thairay know.
Whosoever shall by his own incredulity be detefreth experiencing the Truth hereof, he will suffenishment
enough for his Offence, by the Want of the fruthefsame. For this Oil, if rightly used in its @ms a Medicine
truly Universal. Consider, | pray, what | say, ifihtly used in its time, that is, the Body beingtéid purged from
gross and crude Humours, and general Medicines (@&gou may remember | did before admonish) tiligs@n
Universal Medicine, for healing all Diseases Cumalfor Chymists are not so mad, or conceited, bgaa of the
Goodness and Virtue of their Medicaments, as nptdge some Diseases to be Unsanable. Who carreemty of
the Prnicipal Members absumed by putridness? wetuld not have all Diseases judged unsanable, éyettour
Chymical Remedies, which are everywhere vulgamdemned as such. As for Example, how often haastdned
the Crystalline Humour taken away; which who jutigetdt impossible to be reduced? But, of these hadike,
another place will be more fit to write. Only of¢ftMedicament | say, that it heals Feavers of ekarg; yea, even
the Quartan itself (that ancient Reproach of Phigsis) and in Chronical Distempers manifests wonddzffects.
Here among many of my Observations | will give gna only Experiment. [HISTORY OF DROPSY CURED] In
the Year 1665. A young Maid, aged twenty one Yeadl)en to an enormous grossness with the Dropsiee to
me for help. | took this only for her Medicine. Hayave her no other thing, then this very Medicatieice a Day,
to which | dayly added a Clister: and in twenty slape had sweat so much, as her Body was lessatiewithin
that space of twenty Days, as | said, she alsoeebaf Urine (provoked by the same Medicament) ditle, but
her Sweat was wonderful.

Note: me Friend, and Lover of Art, that this Oihether you prepare it yourself, or receive it framtoher
prepared by him, doth not imitate other Diaphorksién operating, which being used, will in theisfiDose
provoke Sweats. For if this be given to a Patiembse Body is obstructed with Humours, the firstdbasts
nothing, but gently opens the Passages, that Swesatde procured; the next day it causeth a gemttekindly
breathing of Sweats only; the third Day it Sweatslarately; but the fourth Day, and thence forwar@¢auseth
such an aboundance of Sweat, as the Waters proggdunce run through the Bed upon the Floor. liereed of
a true Physician; Hercules Club will profit littléf, not in the Hand of Hercules himself.

[THE QUINTESSENCE OF ANTIMONY, ITS WONDERFUL VIRTUg]

The Dose of it before Coagulation is eight Graaieh in Wine. It makes a man very young againydedihim
from all Melancholy, and whatsoever in the Bodyran grows and increaseth, as the Hairs and Nallgff, and
the whole man is renewed a®hoenix(if such a feigned Bird, which is only here fordimple sake named by me,
can anywhere be found upon Earth) is renewed &y Rind this Medicine can no more be burned by ihe, Fhan
the Feathers of that unknov@alamanderfor it consumes all Symptoms in the Body, likeasoming Fire, to which
it is deservedly likened; it drives away every Eaihd expels all That, whichurum-Potabiles capable to expel.
The *Astrumof Solonly exceeds every Medicine of the World when figptepared to perfect Fixation: for the
Astrumof Sol and theAstrumof Mercury arise almost from the very same Blood of their Mot and from one
original of vivifick Sanity.

*Let no man here prodigally or rashly wast his owsld; now he hears of the Astrum of Sol, nor expasself to
So great Hazard, as to enter a perillous Combahwitlgar Mercury. In the Chymical World another Shines,
and another Mercury attends on Jupiter. Yet theribgl Sol, or Mercury here, is not Gold, but moreallent



than all Gold; yea, more potent than every Mercafihough fabulous, and feigned to be capable store the
Dead to Life: it is the Gold, and Argent-Vive ofilBsophers, which Basilius here hints at. But weéhreated, and
must treat of Antimony only.

Now, no man hath cause to fear, that this OhlfimonyExtracted first with distilled Vinegar, and aftemaavith
most pure and subtle Spirit of Wine, and then fréxalted (as highly as possible)\Vaylcan will in any wise
purge, or excite frequent Stools, or make any Attens: for it effects nothing of all this, but Byveat, Urine, and
Spittle, expels the very Root of the Disease tozameent, and restores whatsoever is corrupted bysgmptom.
But Common Glass dkntimony being ground to Powder, put into a little Winéz(six Grains or more of the
Glass, according to the strength of Nature) antrtiigture set in heat for one Night, and in the Klog the Wine*
poured off clear from the remaining Powder, andsmk by the Patient, purgeth downward excitingeselStools,
and oftentimes also provokes Vomiting, by reasothefMercurial immature Property, which is yet iréré in the
Glass, as every intelligent Physician will easilgge, and indeed he ought to further to Examine tmsGlass,
when he would purge with it, ought to be provokama] administed in a due Dose.

*This is a Common Vomitory, or Emetick Wine, wediviam, which all wandering Empiricks now use in diées,
sometimes with a prosperous, sometimes with Contedwvays ambiguous Success; which proceeds faotly the
Physician and partly from the Medicine. [HISTORY GEORGE CASTRIOT] This is a Thing to be bewayled; f
as histories relate, that George Castriot King loé Epirots, when the Emperour of the Turks hadchadsked him,
how his Sword, which he had sent, when Peace weds,maacording to his agreement with the Turk, could
perpetrate such wonders as he spake of, sayingwest anything singular in it, made this Answedid indeed
send the Sword of Scanderbeg, but not ScanderBegiswith which that Sword was managed, so as tfopa so
great Miracles: so, very many Chymical Medicinasg, @ither dead, or (which is more to be deploreft@mimes
the Causes of Death, when not managed by the Haadgldlful Doctor. Which unhappy Success of thiglidine is
caused from the Mercurial Properties, with whiclsitoo much impregnated (as Basilius well notethis Place)
and which | am wont to correct in this manner.

Take Glass of Antimony, more pure, four ounceseli@mBorax one-half ounce. Melt them togethersTiging
artificially done, you will have a Green Glass tegarent as Emerald. Grind this to a subtle Powdegn which
pour French wine, and permit the mixture to stamdseveral days in Moderate Heat.

Of this Wine give to the Sick, from one drachmiavtoounces, according to the Age, Habit of Bodygrigith, and
other Things either Natural, or not Natural, whittte Prudence of the Physician (when he sits aseludgether
the Life of any One is likely to be continued of) maght always well to consider. That is Emetidké\may be
given to the Sick without peril, Experience the theestain Mistress of Physicians hath taught mej get more
than this: for when the Wine poured in the Powdedlse all exhausted, if you pour on more Frendhéj/that
will also be imbibed with the same Virtues. Forén@ntimony discovers in itself to be somewhat, ithaf all
wonderful Things the most admirable: because itaios in itself inexhaustable Treasures, and altifoyiou take
from it, yet you diminish not the Virtues theredfike stupendous Miracle also is in extracting tfiregar of the
same, and in other Works fit to be kept under &z¢ sf Harpocrates.

Many men are required for the Searching out thedPeand Virtues of this Subject. For | alone, asmn of the
shortness of my Time, could not dive into and deanat all things, do you thy self set about the Wand after me,
yea with me, thou wilt praise me and | thee: if yimad out anymore; | praise you by these my Writingnd shall
commend you out of the Sepulcher to which | amidat#d, although in Body thou art to me unknowr, eneer
had | any discourse with thee, because perhapgenhabrn.

[OIL OF ANTIMONY MADE ANOTHER WAY]

Common Glass cAntimonyis also by Addition distilled into a laudable asalutary oil, which may be used without
peril, with very great profit in thEpilepsie as here following | shall teach.

Grind the Glass oAntimonyto as subtle a Powder as possibly you can, theit jmtio a Glass-Vessel with a flat
Bottom, and pour upon the Powder thece of unripe Grapeshen having well luted hte Vessel digest it fertain
Days. This being done abstract all the Juice;&fiedt, grind it well moistened with Spirit of Vinegand a double
Weight of clarified Sugar. Then, having put it irtdRetort, in the Name of the Most High begin wtifjiand at last
administer a vehement Fire, and you will acquireast Red Oil; which must be clarified unto Trangpay with
*Spirit of Wine.

*When the Author saith, it must be clarified withriBpf Wine unto Transparency; the Admonition g indeed,
but of great weight. For he wills, that this Oilald be driven over by Alembeck, the significatiod manual
Operation of which, | have already above taught.

The Use of this, given in a small Quantity, is fdun be most profitable. With this Oil Spirit of IBmay be joined,
and the Mixture poured upon a subtle prepared @faBold, (which how it should be made | have alsegdight in



other of my writings) which hath before, togethethvits Water, passed by Alembeck. If this be dahis
Menstruuntake to itself the Tincture* of Gold only, and Wes the Body untouched.

*Do you think, O Lover of Chymistry, you understait you read? You cannot understand, unless edtivarely
Philip, or humanely Oedipus, appear to you, an@dudieteach you the way of preparing this TinctuFae difficulty
of the Enigma consists in this; viz. that all Measims, with which Tinctures are extracted, musessarily be void
of Colour; otherwise how can you know: whether gbtain the Tincture you would extract, or only eattr the
same you poured on? | will not detain you with didas Discourse full of ambiguities, but lead y@iitavere by
the hand, showing you how | instituted this Proéegke Year 1665. If you thence, by your attentard
comparing the precedent with the present, and thétbethsoe that follow, reap any profit, open B@som of your
Heart, that no part of this may fall to Earth.

| took that Red Oil, thus far prepared as is alrgathowed, and rectified it by Retort; and then aegia White
Oil, of an acid but grateful Taste. Upon this | ped half so much Spirit of Salt: the Mixture | di¢ed in a Phial
for a full Month, that these two Spirits might bellveonjoined; afterward, for the better conjunctiof them, |
distilled them thrice by Retort. Then | poured thgmon the Calx of Gold (the Method of preparingakhyou will
find in other Writings of Basilius) and set thergeather in Digestion for a Month; which being elagsthe
Menstruum was tinged with a deep Yellow Colouririrady to redness. | leisurely poured off the Timetiand
having put it into a Retort, with gentle Fire alztted the Humidity, that a red Powder might remaithe Bottom.
This Powder | edulcorated with distilled Water, aaghin extracted the Tincture with Spirit of Witleen |
rendered this Dragon volatile, and gave him his dvail to be devoured for six whole Months, and oted a
Tincture most pleasant and grateful; ten or tweBrains of which given to the Sick, provoke Sweatfort the
Natural Powers, and (not to amuse the Intelligeatds) in all Diseases both of Humane and other bgdi is an
universal Medicine.

Since it hath happened to me here to make mentiteanost excellent of all Tinctures, | will orteach the
Chymist what will be of use to him for the futurbat is to say, it is of great concern to knowhwithat Menstruum
every Tincture should be extracted, For it is ndfisient (according to the erroneous Opinion ofnyathat
Menstruums be sweet and void of Corrosion; bulsib #ehooful, that there be in them a peculiar Araitd
Conveniency with the Mercury of the Body, on wiidy are poured, that from the same they may exitsatrue
and sincere Sulphur. By Example, | shall teachg@mewhat more clearly. Distilled Water extracts Thecture
from Sulphur, made of the Glass of Antimony byllédtVinegar. But if in this Operation you persagourself
you have separated the Pure from the Impure, ytibeideceived: for this Water imbibes a certairt Sahich
infects the Tincture; but Spirit of Wine rectifiisdts proper Menstruum: because That only assuhesolatile
Sulphur thereof, and hath no Commerce with the Salt

The same happens in Tincture of Corals, which timeted with Spirit of Wine distilled upon Orang#l$ for here
you obtain not the sincere Tincture of Corals; hess by this Menstruum, the pure Sulphur is noaisged from
the Body of the Corals. The like Error to be conediin many other Things, | have observed by Egped, which
should be esteemed the best Mistress, unless @ fak granted that chargeable and fruitless Resses are
necessarily required in this Art. But that | mayclude with the Tincture, whence all this Discounsgh
proceeded; | would have no man to think this tahgeAurum Potabile of Philosophers: for this wobkla very
great Error in Philosophy, and give occasion to Bisters (as their manner is) to prefer their Sopigsefore the
Truth itself. Though this Tincture is most precioarsd a Tincture of Gold, yet it hath only assurtrelColour of
Gold: but the weight thereof, which is proper taém Potabile, adheres not thereunto.

Touching the potable Medicine here is not placspafaking, unless | would trangress the limits, Whibave at this
time prescribed myself, of Commenting upon thenpitent Chariot of Antimony, which our Basil Valesthath
made for it is so truly magnficent. Otherwise, dsll declare, how sol might be prepared by Venus\anican, so
as in the space of two hours to resolve itself Meycury united with Bacchus, leaving very few $eeehich
Mercurial Menstruum may again be separated fromrédsolved Gold; and so you might acquire a mostefta
Liguor very ponderous, which can never afterwarddmuced to its former Consistence. This very Ogpamnd have
showed to some Curious Lovers of Chymistry. Bthiexfe elsewhere another Occasion of Writing wilglven.
[LABOUR, NECESSARILY REQUIRED]

When the Fermentation is made, | shall have needvait Quantity of Paper to declare all Areanum’sof
Nature, which by this Medicine are effected beytraOpinion of all men. | urge this so much the enearnestly
to the Physician, that he may consider those thivigsh | propose Philosophically, betake himselfaioour,
perform this Preparation éfntimony and deduce it to Use; then, he himself will deifyl more Praise, and learn
from it more Operations than any of the other Rtigsis could have prescribed him.

When you shall have brougAntimonyso far, and duely perfercted your Work, in whichuyare to act prudently,
and the matter is to be largely and profoundly Wwedy that by Labour you may acquire Experience) thay you



boast that you have obtained the Magistery, whsdtnbwn or communicated to few. This Magistery mhiwith a
solution or Tincture of Corals, and exhibited w@brdial Water effects Wonders in Diseases, thatabe cured by
purifying the Blood. And whatsoever Distemper ifeoéd to you, in which the Blood is corrupted by @ccident,
this Magistery heals it, exhilarates the Heartphpotes Chastity and Honesty, and renders man agitend
everything he takes in hand.

For all these Benefits to tlgreatorandConserverof all Things, thanks is always to be given frdma bottom of
our Heart; because he hath with so great Compassspeected hi€reatures Infirm both in body and Mind, and
supplied us with Means, by which the Diseasestbkeeimay be healed, and we in every necessityrobtdace,
assistance and perfect Help.

Now my Intention is to proceed, and speak somewhtite Arcanumof Antimony but with very great Brevity.
Take ofAntimonymost subtlely pulverized One Part, of Sal Armokfaso called, which is brought frodrmenia
*Of Antimony and Sal-Armoniack equal parts are taahken, which Basilius seems to intend, but | knothow he
forgot to mention it.

also pulverized; mix these, and putting them inRetort distill them together,*

*That with one and the same labour, the Sal-Armdniagether with the Antimony, may be distilled aatdlimed,
such an instrument, as this | here show you, deisriall its Parts, may be made.

A.. is the Furnace. B. the Retort. C. the RecipiBnthe Aperture wit ha Pipe of a Moderate bignesswhich may
be set the Alembeck E. The other Furnace is F,iwtiataining a Moderate Fire, sublimes what fafitithe
receiving Vessel up into the Alembeck E. And sd/fger which is distilled from Retort B, by thed-bf the
Furnace F, is presently sublimed; Which may noy drd useful in this Case, but also in every Sulilonaof other
Matters.

and upon that which comes forth in the Distillatjppur common distilled Rain-water, but let it fitet¢ made hot,
and so by edulcorating remove all ®alt that no Acrimony may remain, and tAatimonywill appear like pure,
white shining Feathers. Dry them with subtle Haat] having put them in a Glass circulatory or Reljqour on
them good and perfectly rectifi&pirit of Vitriol, and Circulate the Mixture till both be well coimjed* and united,
then distill the whole, and pour on Spirit of Wimérculate again; then let seperated be made,&ndwe thd-eces
settling to the Bottom, but keep tAecanumwhich remains mixt with th8pirit of WineandVitriol .

*This Union must be so firm, as in distilling oneynmat be separated from the other; otherwise ydulege your
Labour and Cost. Of how great moment this Unian i§hymistry, they best know, who only by confaumdivo
things together, think they shall effect wondets; dfterwards (their Experience failing them) thegrn how great
difference there is between Union and ConfusionTfongs confounded receive no Virtue, that wasiméhem
before; but by Union, | know not what Spirit is @sged, which performs such things as the Mind of coalld never
perceive to have their being thence.

Hence consider in the Generations of Animals (wbald/believe it!) how from the Union of Elementgémerated
Sight, Taste, Touching, and so many Powers of Asjméich are insited in none of the Elements, yeicharise
from them united. Whensoever it happens, that amtire seems to have united itself with its Menstr, and
afterward may be separated therefrom, that theeefetbecause Matrimony is not legitimately Celebdanor the
union in a due manner perfect; which you shall nmtban once see to happen in the Tincture of Solfartamony.
The Instrument, by which conjoin my Tinctures, anmdwont to copulate them in an undissolvable Camriayou
shall find described hereafter in this very Bookaflin Spirit of Wine is to be noted, which happeosin other
Menstruums; because it is most easily united tog%iand again with a slight artifice separatednfrthe same.
Now when you again rectify thisrcanum one drop of it exhibited with Rose water, is mavailable than a Pot
full of the Decoction of Herbs; for it causeth aodoAppetite, corrects the Stomach, and concoctsaliignity in it,
drives away Sadness and Melancholy, makes goodiBind a good Digestion; in the Suffocation of thatfik and
Cholick Passion (both which it wonderfully appeéa¥étis instead of a Treasure of inestimable Paicd deserves
Commendation, not easily expressible by Words.

[ELIXIR OF ANTIMONY]

After the Arcanumof Antimonynext in order follows th&lixir* of the same, which you may prepare in this manner.
*This Process as it is easy to perform, so it maydle easily passed over, lest we should seeskéd™en in
hand, rather from an itching desire of Writing, thi®r illuminating Things obscure.

Take, in the name of the Lord, gobtinera of Antimony grind it subtlely, and sublime it with half so aSal-
Armoniack Whatsoever shall be sublimed put into a Glagstednd thrice distill it, seperating the Fecesrgtime.
Afterward remove from it th&al-Armoniaclby edulcoration, and reverberate the MatteAmtiimonyin a Vessel
well closed, with moderate Fire (not forcing tooahpuntil it become like the Earth @innabar. This being done,
pour on it strong distilled Wine Vinegar, and egtrits Redness; afterward abstract the Vinegail aftowder
remain. This abstraction must be mad8ainea Then, extract this Powder with Spirit of WineathheFecesmay



be separated, and you will have a pure and clemaéiion. Having finished this Operation, put tBisirit of Wine
together with the Extraction intoGucurbit and add thereto a little of the Tincture of Csyaind of the
Quintessence of Rubarb, and then administer the Bbthree or four Grains.

It causeth gentle Stools, and purgeth without @gpiof the Belly; and indeed if you have proceedelin
preparing, it renders the Blood agile, and is a igiad apt for those who desire Gentle Purgations.

Here perhaps sonthysicianmay wonder, how ‘tis possible, that this Medicé#uld cause moderate and easy
Purgations, when asntimonyis a Matter vehement and forcible, and to it is¢ai Rubarb, which of itself also hath
a Purging Property. But let him cease his adminatamd know that the venomous purging powekmimonyis by
this Preparation so mortified, as it can appret@mekpel nothing; but as soon as some purging ®insphdjoined
to it, it then according to the powers of its owatlite performs the Office of opening and purgingt Bntimony
prepared hath no action upon the *Stomach, themeggel its impurities; but by the purging Mediciits adjunct,
acquires a more open Field, and therein can opefitteut Impediment any other way, and discern, s&&ch out
the way of Effecting that better, to which it wasl@ined and prepared, without hindrance.

*[CARTHARTICKS EXPEL BUT CORRECT NOT] Note here serpusly, that Galenick Catharticks have power
of expelling, but not of Correction Humours; buty@fical Purgers are endued with either Faculty; amdtainly it
should not be minded how much is expelled, butrhaeh is healed, which the occult power of Medicamen
prepared Chymically doth much better effect, that tommon and publick violence of purging forcibly

59. [ELIXIR OF ANTIMONY, ITS VIRTUES]

I would have all men to credit these words, sinbave no necessity to write other than the Trutis Elixir in
such manner prepared, as | have taught, penetnatigurgeth the Body, @smtimonypurgeth Gold, and frees it
from all Impurity: So that if | would at large conemorate all the powers and virtues thereof, | rpusup my
Supplications to th&OD of Heaven, and intreat him to vouchsafe me a Iohde, that | might laud his wonderful
Works, and search out further, and according tatyeommunicate to others what | have found, thaytwith me
excited to admiration, may publickly render thatdsheir Creator, for his so great Blessings.

But to proceed in my purpose, having once begtieré describe the Virtues Ahtimony as far as | have
experienced them; yet what is hid from my knowledgmught to pass over in silence. For it becomesuot to give
my Judgement of things unknown, and which | havtewith myself experimented, but | leave them, comdiag
the same to other Judges, who with study and lainaihis Subject, have made some good progresandanan
can be so expert in knowing the Virtuesfoitimony as nothing shall remain unknown by him, not dmjyreason
of the shortness of his Life (as | before said)disb, and chiefly because some new thing is daylgd in it.
[ANTIMONY YET CRUDE IT FATTENS SWINE, HOW]

Therefore, let men know, thantimonynot only purgeth Gold, cleanseth and frees it fesery peregrine Matter,
and from all other Metals, but also (by a poweiaitenin itself) effects the same in Men and BedktsFarmer
purpose in himself to keep up and fatten any ofJattle, as for Example an Hog; two or three dafete, let him
give to the Swine a convenient Dose of craa¢imony about half a dram mix'd with his Food, that bhé may be
purged; through which Purgation he will not onlygaite an Appetite to his Meat, but the sooner iasecand be
fattened. And if any Swine labour with a Diseaseudlhis Liver or other Parts, or else be Leprdugjmony
causeth the Leprosie to be dryed up and expelled.

[WHY AUTHOR INDUCED RUDE EXAMPLES]

This Example seems indeed to sound somewhat gnossiatical, to the Ears of Great men especially;ny
purpose in proposing it was only to the end, thiatape Men and.aicks whose Brains were not by Nature
fabricated to the most subtle Philosophy of therhed, may see the Truth hereof, in the very Opamatself, with
their own Eyes; also that by this rude Proposaly thight give greater credit to my other Writingswhich | have
spoken a little more subtley of these Things. Yisbuld have no man, following me as his Authorgiwe a
Medicine of CrudéAntimonyto men; for mute Animals can in their Stomach cmtenuch more hard Foods, than
the tender Complexion of Men is able to digest. Wfare, he who would rightly and with profit udatimony he
must learn the Preparation thereof first, and atied know the Dose, as what is convenient for tbeng, and
what for the Old; how much may be given to robustiBs, and how much to the weak, in which no sivighitery
of this Art consists, the ignorance of which widl chore hurt than an imprudent Physician can do good
[ANTIMONY DIVERSELY PREPARED HATH DIVERSE EFFECTS]

Should | confirm all things by Examples, that wobklthe Cause of a very Prolix Writing; therefoxeill break off
this Discourse, and pass on to another Preparatidntimony and describe its fixedness; which acts like Wine,
from which its Spirit is substracted and separétenh its Body. [WINE HEATS, VINEGAR COOLS] This Syt
heals the Body internally, and if externally apglidraws to itself all the Heat of a part inflambdt, on the
contrary, when of the Wine, Vinegar is made, itlspeither inwardly or outwardly applied; althoutie Wine and
Vinegar have their Original from the same Root, prateed from the same Stock. The Reason of thésgity is,



because Vinegar is made through digestion onlyyligh Putrefaction of the Wine follows, togethetiwa
Vegetable Fixation: but on the contrary, Spiritdihe is made with Separation by distilling, or vedee

subliming, which renders the Spirit volatile. BgdireasorAntimonyis prepared, and according to its diverse
Preparations hath diverse Effects, and diversatyneonicates its Gifts to us, which are scarcely cainensible by
the humane Intellect. But the fixedness thereafching which | here treat, is thus prepared.

[POWDER OF ANTIMONY, FIXED]

Take ofAntimonyas much as you will, grind it to a subtle Powaertich put into aCucurbit and pour on it ofAgqua
Fortis so much as will stand above it the breadth ofsmgers; and having well and firmly closed the \&splace
it in a subtle heat for ten Days, that the Mattayrhe extracted. Decant off this Extraction pure elear, and filter
it, that it may be freee from all feculencies antpurities; then put this Extraction into a GlassdBcand abstract
all the Aqua Fortisby Distillation in Ashes or Sand, and in the bottthe Powder oAntimonywill remain yellow
and dry. Upon this pour distilled Rain-water, and ipin a like Glass in moderate heat, and you dlve a Red
Extraction. This again filter, and gently distif ¢fie Rain-water by B.M. and the Powder will remegd in the
Bottom. Upon this red Powder pour strong distiNddegar: this Vinegar will in some time draw todtsthe Colour
red as Blood, and put dovireces Afterward distil off the Vinegar, and there wéljain remain a red Powder. This
Powder reverberate continually for three days togretvithout ceasing in an open Fire; This beingeda@tstract the
Tincture from it by Spirit of Wine, and separate Becesremaining from the Tincture. All these Works beirigh
so great labour performed, again separate thet 8pM/ine by distillation irBalneq and a fixed *Red Powder will
remain, which operates wonderfully.

*Diaphoretick Antimony is sold in Shops, but whathbe Author shews us, by the name of Fixed Poafder
Antimony, is not to be bought for Silver or Golde tVirtues of which so far exceed all that, of white Common
sort are Partakers: In vain with so great attentiand study (of which in preparing this Powder, thex very great
need) did our Philosopher intend this Work, if th&ysteries of so great Effects must come to thelmey of the
Vulgar, or be publickly sold for Money. Let him wéitains to this fixed Powder use it in Chronicas&ases,
especially where Sweats are to be excited, andilhseg Effects causing him to rejoice, if he usa himself; and
by which he will be glorified, if he use it in othe

Half a dram of this being taken thrice a daig, Morning, Noon, and Night, or oftner, hurts no mtan it expels all
clotted Blood out of the Body, and being long takenurely opens all perillous Imposthums, and exiem;
radically cures th&rench Diseasecauseth new Hairs to grow, and notably renoviesvhole man.

[FLOWERS OF ANTIMONY]

Now, since | have taught to make a fixed Powdekrfmony and the Extraction thereof very commodious foe Us
leaving this Discourse, | purpose briefly to trefthe Flowers oAntimony which may be many ways prepared.
But the greatest part* of men neither can discoafsaor answer to these; because they have notdddhe
Processes of such Operations: but the least\parthe Disciples, Apostles, and Followers of 8gagyrick Artwill
more esteem my Writings, more diligently read thamd more prudently give Judgement of the same.

*How much Chymistry was impeached by Calumniethéarimes of Basilius, is manifest by the very nRelques
of Writers, with which some Theologicians, imprutiejudging what they understood not, and Politiganot
much more prudent than them) have defamed theirBvaks; and in the mean while also given occasiodthers,
more throughly searching into the matter, of judpthose very Authors, with not greater circumspectd have
likewise bespattered other innocent Persons witir Bensure. | do not here speak of those Writehg sharply
reprehend certain Vagabond Sophisters, that cogettieir own Wickedness, under the Pretext of a muisie Art,
do by a great Name impose great Frauds upon th@leebor this kind of men are not only worthy ofese
Reprehension, but also of due Punishment. But, &hiato they deserve, if under their Denominatioa Good be
abused? Why is the most certain and so salutarypaofitable an Art proscribed? Because there arenrfoaind,
which use not the Art itself, but the Name and 8haaf this Art. Yet | am unwilling to prolong tigology, lest
Envy, which hath been the greatest cause of Calufathyipon me in this manner lamenting, whilsebh Basilius
encouraging his, and have reason to applaud our dimmes, in which some part of that most thick CJamcich
cast out so many Thunders, is already vanished YRIKCAL MEDICINES SOLD IN SHOPS] In Shops they now
sell Medicaments, Chymically prepared (as they aag)those very Persons, who are willing mostlya@steemed
Hippocratick Disciples, scarcely dare to condemry@tstry, and since they call into use what are mayléhe
Chymical Art, they cannot deny it. Are not thoseds at hand, in which Elias the Artist, the Reveafigreater
Mysteries is to come? Of whose coming Paracelsetesoly prophesied in carious places in his Wigs? Perhaps
it will be worth our while, for the Solace of thppressed Disciples of Basilius, to quote certaacpk, in which he
predicts the coming of Elias not then born: whislany One commaodiously interpret, as all other &gyof that
man are to be taken, he will find nothing of abstyrth them, unless he resolve to discover his absurd
Stupidity, or wicked Envy. In the Book of Miner&$ap 8. Paracelsus thus writes: what is the mibst GOD



suffers to be discovered, but whwat is of greatement is yet hid from the Vulgar, until the comirfdlias the
Artist; others read, until the Art of Elias, whea bomes. And again, in his Book of Minerals, Tezathe first. It is
indeed true (saith he) that many things lie hidhe Earth, which I, as well as others am ignorahtrr this |
Know, GOD, in time to come will manifest his Womsgdand bring to light many more of them, then uhte Day
have been known by us. Also this is true; themmihing absconded, which shall not be revealediefoee there
cometh One, whose Magnale lives not yet, who siatlal many Things.

Therefore be comforted, be comforted, O Lover gin@stry, and prepare the way of that Elias, whags happy
times, and will reveal more Secrets than our Ararssby reason of Envy, and the Iniquity of theaty® durst
discover. Whosoever thou art, conversing in this éanfer some small matter to this felicity; aetius give the
World that Medicine, which by reason of evil Humpredominant, it cannot take all at once, by degréleat it
may gradually recover of its Disease, and the TafElias come (for Arts also, as well as is undawst of other
things, have their Elias, saith Theophrastus) whevéll be lawful for us to speak freely of thekings, and openly
to do good to our Neighbours, without persecutibthe Impious. Read, understand, and comfort ydingth
these.

But, my Disciple and Follower, if you will imitatee, my advise is, that you take up your Crossystt ind suffer
as | have suffered; learn to bear Persecutionhasé already born it, labour, as all our Predensssith me have
done; with continual Prayers seek unto the L@&faD, and be thou patient, and laborious without wesssn and
then theMost High who hath mercifully heard me, will not forsakeeeh for this Cause | every hour give thanks to
GOD, as my Eyes are filled with Tears can and do wine

Now, to proceed in my Instruction, touching fFlewersof Antimony it is to be understood, that the tfeleresof
Antimony may be prepared, not one, but various ways, ksa&n to everyspagyrist There are some who drive
them, mix’d withSal-Armoniackover by Retort; then they edulcorate them, byhivessaway theSal-Armoniack
and these they greatly esteem; for these Flowersfaa fair and white Colour. Others have perculigtruments
for this Work, prepared with windy Caverns, throwghich theAntimonymay receive the Air, and be sublimed.
Others, setting three Alembecks one upon anottdinsel them with strong Fire, and with one and tams labour
make white, yellow, and Rdeores; all which ways | have tried, and found no Errotliem: but the Process, by
which | make Flowers oAntimony most profitable for Medicine, and more efficadan their Operations is this.

I mixed the red Flowers @gfntimonywith Colcothar of Vitriol, and sublimed them tobget thrice. So, the Essence
of Vitriol ascends with them, and tiéoresare more strong: which being done, | extract #raes Flowers with
Spirit of Wine. TheFecessettle to the bottom, and separate themselvestierBpirit. These the Artificer lays asie,
and distils off the Spirit of Wine iB.M. until the Powder remains dry.

[FLOWERS OF ANTIMONY, THEIR VIRTUE]

These are my prepared Flowersfmitimony which | administered to my Brethren, and othessp in there
Necessities, required help of me, for their Soplstsial, in respect of my Ecclesiastical Stated & their Bodies
temporal, by reason of the Trust they reposed irAmyTheseFlores purge gently, without frequent, or excessive
Stools, and have cured mahgrtianandQuartan Feversalso very many other Diseases; so that | purpdsethe
help of our Saviour Jesus, and his most Holy Moklfiary, to ordain in my Testament a perpetual Monumephup
my Altar, of all the Cures which | have performedHis grace; that | might so doing, not only gitiariks toGOD,
but also make my Gratitude known to Posterity, thay likewise may acknowledge the wonderful waskghe
Most High, which | (by my diligence) have extracteaim the Bowels of Nature, and which he himseti had and
absconde in her profound and most secret Recesses.

But touching the Sublimations @intimony which are afterwar called Flowers; let the Reddgher observeviz.
that they are like Waters, which break out in higbuntains. Now, of the difference of waters, whafse in the
highest Mountains, yea in higher than they, if scah be foun; for even unto them woul the watecgrd; since it
is known, that in the tops of the highest Mounta8rings do very often issue it; an of other watehich are foun
by digging deep in the Earth, and by following tH&prings must be searched out: [MATRIX PERCULIAR T
EVERY ELEMENT] any man may judge that thatrix of waters in the Earth, is on one part more abuthglan
replenishe with the Riches of waters, then on atosince every Element hath a peculiatrix, either strong or
weak, according as it is produced by 8ylus whence Elements derive their Original an havedpdNow, when
such aMatrix is strong and potent in the Earth, it can drivehfats Seed strongly and efficaciously from itsély a
vehement Pressure, even up to the Snowy Mountéithe &lps, or to the very top of thBabylonish Tower.

*This Parable is of very great moment, but so végrao those, from whose Eyes the Cataract isrtakeay, as to
explain it to them, would be to hold a Candle te tlght of the Sun: to others, from whose sighiGh&aract is not
took off, this place gives no occasion of detragrtime same. Therefore, read, peruse, and meditag;is an
Instructor to the Day; the later Reading explaihe former, and the former the later.



If any fatuate man hear this my Discourse, he sdll, | am either mad or drunk with Wine; but thil ae no other
than a Reproach, like to that, which was cast uperDisciples of our Saviour. Of Sublimation, thealRon is the
same; for as Waters, which are many times fourtdérhighest Mountains, are more salubrious, anatroool than
those, which by digging deep into the Earth areadbin Plains: so, if the Matter by pressure & footdire be
driven upwards to the Mountains of the Ancient WN&en, who died long before my time, the Earth, vahior the
most part is unprofitable, remains until its Saklsbe extracted from it for its proper use. Tlrimade Separation,
by which the Evil may be distinguished from the @pthhe Pure from the Impure, the thick from thethire subtle
from that which is not subtle, and the Venom fréma Medicament. We miserable Mortals, by Death wkierhave
deserved for our Sins are put into the Earth, uvilputrefie by time, and be reduced to filths; aftdrward by the
Heavenly Fire and Heat raised, clarified, and exblb a Celestial Sublimation, where all &eces all Sins, and
every Impurity shall be separated, and we mad&tms ofGOD, and of Eternal Life, unto which the Lord of his
Mercy and Goodness bring me with you. But | hopenam will take amiss this Comparation of the Murelaiith
the Spiritualyviz. the Heavenly Exaltation with the Earthly Sublimat For no man should suppose what | have
done, to be done without Reason, but rather knleat,Itam not ignorant what is white or black, howaim the
tenebrous and dismal Air differs from the sereng @aar Heaven. Therefore let us break off thicbisse, and
produce another PreparationAaitimony

Let the Disciple, Apostle, and faithful Imitator Aft, understand this Instruction, and accordintgh®true
Philosophick Doctrine faithfully consider, that eyd&xtraction fromAntimony(as also from all other Things) hath
great difference in Operation, which neither comsis the Matter, nor is known by the Matter, frarhich it is
drawn; but consists and remains in the Preparagiod,in the Addition, by which the Virtue is extred from the
Matter, as is known by Experience; as for ExamyMbatsoever is Extracted froAntimony or any other thing with
Spirit of Wine, hath a far other virtue of Opergtithan those, which are extracted with good amdpskinegar.
The Causes of this | have already hinted in myroffigtings; but the principal Cause have is, beeaals
Extractions made with Spirit of Wine, froAntimony or any purging Herbs, Roots, or Seeds (undergtit first
Extraction) powerfully expel by Seidge: but on twntrary, whatsoever is extracted with Vinegargetin not
downward but rather prevents that, and retainsdergin peculiar manner, by which the Volatilelignged into
fixed.

This is a singular Secret, and Arcanumof great price; but there are none, or very feunfy who mind such
things; because many things are hidden, and lipld&eried in thisArcanum which no One, either Master or
Servant, nor any Wise man of this World hath uhts Day observed or considered.

[EXTRACT OF ANTIMONY] Therefore the Extraction é&ntimonyis made two waysjiz. with Vinegar, and with
Spirit of Wine. Vinegar obstructs, and Spirit of Wi of itself powerfully expels and causeth Uriag also Stools;
as elsewhere in another manner is shewed, andialép@adhere | speak of my Twelve Keys, as namdhgattthe
Extraction of Glass ofAntimonymoderately purgeth; but on the contrary the Eximacmf the same Glass, which is
made with Vinegar purgeth not: which is true andpermixt with any falsity. But this Experience g&/occasion
of thinking and reflecting, by which way of Reasumi Nature gives promotion and production to a true
Philosopher. But it is a thing much to be admitedt every Subject, which is first of all extracteith Spirit of
Wine, should have a Purging Property. Yet when $std&ntimonyis from the beginning extracted with distilled
Vinegar, and that Vinegar again abstracted, and tteAntimonyextracted with Spirit of Wine, all its venomous
purging virtue passeth away, and no sign therenfnes, nor assumes it to itself any power of prawplStools; but
it performs its Operations by Sweat, and other welyefly by Salivation and Ejection by the Mouithsearcheth
out all hurtful Evils in the Body, purgeth the Bihcheals the Diseases of the Lungs, and profitsethidho are strait-
breasted, and troubled with a frequent Cough.\wo®l it Cures very many Disease, also asswagethlayivant
Cough, and whatsoever is of that Disposition, anal Medicine very admirable.

Moreover, thre is another ExtractionAfitimonymade in this manner. Grind crudatimonyto powder, and pour
upon it strong Vinegar, not of Wine, but made sfitopeMinera, and expose the Mixture in a Vessel well closed
to theSolarheat; then, after some time the Vinegar will Ingéid with a Blood-like Colour, pour off this Exttan
clear, filter it, and distil by Alembick in Sanhen again, in distilling, it shews admirable Cokpleasant to the
Sight, and wonderful in Aspect. This Oil* at lendtécomes Red as Blood and leaves ntagesand prevails
against many Infirmities: [EXTRACT OF ANTIMONY, ITSIRTUES AND USE] for its singular Virtue and Use
is commanded in the Leprosy; the New Disease lais#yn amongst the Soldiers is by it consumed aisdi dip,

and indeed it effects Wonders.

*Here thy Sincerity, Valentine, is suspected. Wholgathis thy Prescription make this Quintessemdech Petrus
the Spaniard, in his Book of the Quintessenceldftahgs, deservedly extols, as the greatest Setfehilosophy?
What shall | say? Malice makes thee, not a pervdngetimerous man, fearing, lest if Arcanum’s dddae
communicated openly to the wicked, they would de mort with them then good. This Process seemstto be



purposely described obscurely by this Religious Ktemy else should he not have written otherwisetaise he
knew the Sons of Art would understand it by his&hpt. But that you, Reader, may understand, yeremot in
vain spent your Money in buying, or time in readingse Commentaries, | will clearly and nakedlydi®r to you,
how | myself have oftentimes performed this verskdm you give good heed to all Things, that yaymot at all
be deficient; for the Operations are so concatedate co-linked together, as one being omittedhegligently
performed, all the other are spoiled, and your Labcannot answer your Desires.

Take the best Minera of Antimony, which is fria}fbe if you take crude Antimony, as Basilius se@riadicated,
you can effect nothing; because it hath alreadyitsamost subtle Sulphur in the first Distillatiogrind it to so
subtle a Powder, as it may pass through a TiffagiyeS put it into a Cucurbit, and pour upon it Vgae, which
according to Art is distilled from its proper MirgerSet it in Digestion for forty Days, and (if ybave exactly
observed all things, which are here unto requirgol}r Vinegar will be tinged with a Colour red asoBt. This red
Tincture poured off by Inclination, put into a Ret@nd gently abstract the Vinegar. The Powderagrnimg extract
with Spirit of Wine, that it also may contract abdl-like Colour. Put this Extraction into a Circtitay Vessel, like
to this, the Figure of which | here expose; becdusever found any more apt to render the Spiritatile: Then
place this double vessel in B.M. to be digesteldrsg, as until you see the Tincture raise itselivapds and pass
over volatile by Alembeck; seeing this, cool yoasaél, and put all the Matter into a Cucurbit, aistil the Spirit
according to Art, which will pass over the Helmrad as Blood. Then again abstract the Spirit, and will have a
most ponderous, thick Oil.

How this Oil should after this be joined with itwm Salt, and united, we elsewhere speak; the uatich in
amending Metals is very great. Here we have deedrih and brought is so far, as it becomes a ragséllent
Medicine in grievous Diseases, which are in allggla accounted uncurable. It performs its whole @pen by
Sweats. And since there is no Disease, whichjish&bt; what need is there to name any? It is béitbe
altogether Silent, then to detract from its praideg reciting a few. There is no man who hath neateProgress in
Chymistry, that knows not what the Quintessen@atimony is.

ThePhysicianbefore all Things, should diligently contemplageuse, according to his own Experience and
Knowledge; but especially completing its Preparatioa due manner, without being weary of his labou
forgetting any of those Things which are prescrittede performed.

[LIVER OF ANTIMONY]

Again, another Extraction gfntimonyis thus instituted. Take, in the Name of the LarfdAntimonyand crude
Tartar, of each equal parts; put these well mixed togathPowders, into a strong Crucible, which willt soffer
the Spirits to penetrate it, and burn this Mattethie Fire, until th& artar be wholly combust: this work must be
done in a Wind-furnace. Grind this burnt Matteateubtle Powder, and pour on that Common Waterrfiegle hot,
and so edulcorate the Matter by Lixiviating. Anditsbecomes &iver*, so called by many of our Ancestors, who
lived long before us.

*The Liver is a Cause of much Discourse in Banquaeis the Liver of Antimony will be to us no smatkc@sion of
the like in Chymical Operations. But in the firéaqe consider, that instead of Crude Tartar, ibester to take Salt
of Tartar, not only for accelerating the Operatiffor otherwise it must be melted so long, as uhél Tartar be
changed into Salt) but chiefly, that you may halss&of a far better Colour. Also Basilius forgot,for some
Reason did omit, to appoint the Glass first to barpd into a Platter made hot, and then beatendwdrer in an
hot Mortar: otherwise the Glass, by reason of th# 8f Tartar, as soon as it takes the cold Aiclieinged into a
certain Pulse or Pap. Besides, he omitted to detexrihe Quantity of Water, in which this Powderddde
dissolved, that we may have a more fair and dedputoin which Exaltation of Colour very much ig¢esi. Also the
Precipitation of the Liver from the Water, whichgshbe made with Vinegar, be involved in Silencttalgh this,
and the above mentioned, are necessary in this&iper

Here | am unwilling to forbear to admonish, that waly in this, but in every Melting of AntimonlyetArtist ought
to observe the Face of Heaven, and begin his Whdnwhe same is clear and serene. If you do otlserwiou will
in vain deplore the Obscurity of the Colour in yduwver of Antimony. For if you laugh at me, attritng much
Virtue to the Influences of the Stars, | shall deryou, deploring the unluckie Success of manyeRs®ms. But |
would not digress so far, as to take on me to ptheeVirtues of Celestial Influences, against netier knowing
so little, as they cannot understand, or havingegigmced somewhat do not discern; but in the medewhe so
obstinate, as they will not believe those thinggtikhey see, have tried, and in very deed fourzktso. | would no
more urge Reasons against these men, then aghasst,twho deny even the Mutation of Metals by tihreef
Philosophers. We judge such men more worthy ofédapit than Refutation, who say that is not possibitech
they have beheld with their Eyes, and done withr ttends: for it is very rude to say, | deny, | gewho proves?
These perverse men by their thus acting, do soregfmmovoke the patience of good ingenious Arfistiying that
they, with a certain Zeal of confirming what thesgert, will proceed so far, as to discover to ththeir Experiment



of so excellent an Art. But | do not think that afighem, who have obtained the Mystery will bergrudent, as
unadvisedly to cast Pearls before Swine, and toodisr to the unworthy, what GOD hath revealed to;hor give
them of the Bread he Eats, which is not to be tcaBtogs.

Therefore, returning to the Matter from whencedrdssed, | affirm, that there are some times ofyta, in which
if Liver of Antimony be made, and precipitated véitdue Menstruum, it will be imbibed with altogethaother
Colour, and be endued with other Virtues than thdtich is made at another time; and that, bothNt&tals, and
for healing the Infirmities of men, as | my selv@axperienced in many grievous Diseases, and Symapif
Diseases. | will also add this: from the Liver ofténony may be extracted a Redness with Spiritiné\Which
Redness is made volatile, and passeth over the,léiinh also may be exhibited to all without dandéor is there
any great need of that Caution of Basilius (evefiotgethe Redness is volatilized) that it must beigin a small
Quantity. For being given from thirty to forty, fifty Drops, it sweats moderately, and doth notd&uor Vomit: but
it effects wonders in purging the Blood, extirpgtthe Roots of a Disease, and rendring the Patiggdrous, by
insensible Expiration, and its occult Virtues. TWisndible Wine needs not the Bush of Eloquencerntorend it to
the Sick; who once having experienced its Virtkesw what it can do, and that it as much answes# thesires,
as they esteem their Money.

Put this Liver dried into &ucurbit pour thereon most pure Spirit of Wine; abstrhet$pirit by distilling inB.M.

so that a third part only may remain. But beforstiliation, the Spirit of Wine together with the tEaction must be
filtered through Paper. This Extraction may indeedorofitably used; but in a small Dose, and witkag Caution.
What happens in this Operation is very admirabde.tRe Spirit of Wine abstracted, can no more bigedrwith the
red Extraction, whence it was distilled; but oreafk above the other, as Water and Oyl, which ddmmixed.
But if the abstracted Spirit of Wine be poured uptirer Liver ofAntimony it again attracts the Colour to itself; yet
this, although poured upon the former Extracti@nrot be mixed therewith. Which is a Thing so gigmas it may
be numbered among Wonders. But who can declafd/tivelers ofGOD? or who will worthily esteem the Gifts of
the Creator, which he hath implanted in his CrestRtby us scarcely perscrutable with deep Meditatio

| before made mention of the Extractionfoftimony from its Glass* by Vinegar, and also by Spiritvifne: but |
now say, when such an Extraction is made by Vinesyat the Vinegar is again abstracteddyl. and the Powder
which remains is resolved in a moist place, intd @yLiquor of a Yellow Colour; it effects such Waers in
Wounds, new and old, as | neither can, nor daoemomit them all to writing.

*Here our Author acts as a Teacher careful, andd@iiiffection, who not satisfied once to mentiathaften
inculcate the principal Precepts of his DoctrineitBwhat it is, that specially moves him to repibat Virtues of the
Sulphur of Antimony, | see not: he saith, he repeathing in vain; therefore do thou, Reader, dithudgest it of
Concern, more attently consider, whether you mayhece find somewhat that is not mentioned, oiRkason why
it is again spoken of. I, who profess myself tdemo the Intelligent, reiterate nothing here. Hattcomprehends,
let him comprehend; he that hath not there undexdtd fear will not here understand.

[LIVER OF ANTIMONY, ITS VIRTUES]

For it represseth all Symptoms of what kind so gseffereth none to take Root, and admits no Padtiein in fresh
Wounds. Also the Extraction of this Powder, befSwution is made by Spirit of Wine, effects the saiend yields
not us inferior to other Medicaments, which are Buistered against internal Affects.

| have often made mention of this Preparation epbf my Writings, also in this Treatise Afitimony very
largely; because | know how great benefits and boeat Secrets are latent in it. Therefore | hopeDisciple will
be affected with tediousness, by Reason of Repesitin my Writings, which | faithfully open and bg to Light.
For whatsoever | write is not without Reason; andwords are Short, but require much Consideratthpugh
often repeated. To the Ignorant my Discourses itnri# little understanding, to Children and thexperienced
little Profit; but to my Disciples and Apostles, afiuhealth and prosperity.

[EXTRACT OF ANTIMONY, BY A CAUSTICK WATER]

There remains another Extraction by a Caustick Watkich Experience hath taught me in this manner.

Take of Vitriol and Common Salt, equal parts; frirase by Retort distil a Water*, which being foraad by
vehement fire, comes forth a matter like thin Bytte the Sediment of QOil Olive, which keep apaitdse.

*Here | will teach you the Manual Operation, O LowéiChymistry, which undoubtedly you will greatbfee=m of,
when you shall find the great commaodity thereafparating. Lest, as it often happens, when youl th& Spirits of
Metals, your Vessels should be broken. Of yourtER#tort A. open the upper hole B. into which muirymatter by
Parts, lest all together senting the heat, showtad! to forcibly; and presently Close the Holalwits proper
Cover. To the Spirits received in the Vessel Q.igxgiven by the hole D. into the other oppositéteer E. to which
again is applied the other Receiver F. So, the nsatgle Spirits ascending through the Hole D. edtilthe
Recipient F. But the more gross remain in the bot@. of the Reciever C. This Instrument will betraps for your



use here; not only, as | said, lest a most stropigit$assing out break the Glasses, but also ftieo Works, as by
an easy Speculation you will hence gather.

Subtly grind the Caput-mortuum, and in a Cellampeit to resolve into Water, this Water keep aifigf it through
Paper. Afterward takelungarian Antimonygrind it to a fine Powder, and having put it i€acurbitwith a flat
bottom, pour this Water thereon, and set the Vésddeat. When it hath stood there for a due tithe,Matter will
be like anAmethystwith a blackish Violet-Colour. Then augment theefmuch, and you will have a transparent
Colour, like unto a blu&aphire From this Colour precipitate a white Powder, bypng on Common Water.
[EXTRACT OF ANTIMONY, ITS VIRTUES, AND USE] This Pwder taken, hath the same Operation, as the red
Extraction of Glass oAntimony by Seidge, and it also excites Vomiting. [MARSANRSMUTES INTO VENUS]
In that Solution made from th@aput-Mortuumand kept in a Cellar, if thin Plates of Iron bgegted Mars will be
truly transmuted int&enus as Experience will teach.

Now further consider. Take that distilled Oil or W@ as is spoken of above in this process and ipaponCrocus
Martis, with Sulphurreverberated to a Redness; set the Mixture in,Heat you will have an extracted Tincture of
Mars, red as Blood. Take of this Extraction one parthe Red Extraction oAntimony which is prepared with
fixed Salt Nitre and Spirit of Wine, three Partbtlee Water oMercury* leisurely injected through a long Pipe; one
Part;

*[WATER OF MERCURY, HOW MADE] Chymists, that they mish the Ingenuities of their Readers; and more,
lest any but the true Students of Art should peretinto their Secrets, deliver not all Things melace, but
scatter their Documents, that by the Diligent Cdiilen of them, they may judge of their Aptnesshasagle
proves her Young, exposing them to the Solar Raygou see Basilius here proposeth the use of Vidaidercury,
which he taught to be made in his Treatise, whéateiled a Supplement, or rather gave a rude Drawghhat
Process. For neither there, nor here doth he magstion of an hole, that must be open, in the sopgrart of the
Retort, and thereinto a long Pipe fitted throughieththe Mercury may be put in, in very small Pascélor if you
include a very small part of Mercury in a Retoitstf made very hot with a vehement Fire, as thistrbe, if you
would extract the Spirit, that Mercury, with its mwehement and untamable violence, would not amist bthe
Retort, but overthrow the Furnace also; unless gime it a larger space, and greater liberty of Flgi so that, after
it hath visited many Retorts, it may rest, and beis it were tired, settle. But since it is welblam to all true
Chymists, of how great Virtue this Mercury is,hie Resolution of Metals, | will here make no furtimention
thereof.

and of the Calx of Gold dissolved in this Causti¢kter, half a part. Mix all these together, anérafthey are canted
off clear, distil the Mixture with a Moderate FiireSand. All will not pass over by Distillation, ba fair clear
Solution remains fixed * in the Bottom; which we ynase in old open Wounds, wherein it laies a Fotiaddor
Healing to Amazement.

*This Solution is not yet fixed, but if you be riet¢@ady wearied with labour, by a further Operatipou may fix it.
The principal Use of this is, in the EmendatiomMgftals, which Basilius doth not so much as menfimw the
Genius of all Chymists will understand me, heredidly discovering this Secret to all. Do thou, Lowé
Chymistry, in mind and though swiftly follow me @xpding the Oracle; but the Operation cannot bewitly
performed.

This Powder must first be Extracted with strongediar, which afterward abstract, and what remainghia bottom
edulcorate with distilled Water: again Extract itttw Spirit of Wine, and abstract the Spirit, andtlire bottom will
remain a Red Powder. Join this with the fixed Salftich is made of the Feces, which remained afieMinegar
was used for Extraction. And deliver it to Vulcanthree Months space, that it may no more fly ftomFire, but
most pleasingly sport with and in the same. If getform this, you have Two conjoyned in an inselplera
Matrimony: and you have separated the pure fromintygure, have rendered the Volatile fixed, anddixee
Volatile, and are not far from that Felicity, whigtill answer all your Desires.

The Caput-Mortuumwhich is left, being resolved in an Humid placields a Liquor so sharp, as Agua Fortis
may be compared with it in sharpness. But of tlerigh at this time. For | must now speak of a @/Ribwder,
which may also be preparedAfitimonyin this manner.

[POWDER OF ANTIMONY, WHITE AND FIXED] Take puré&ntimony which is brought frontHungaria or
found in like Mountainous Places; grind it to atilPowder: take also the same measure of puréti®@aklvhich
hath been the third time diligently cleansed. Tasnposition burn in a new glazed Pot (which wasnévected
with Fatness) in a Circulatory Fire; not all togathbut by parts, and at divers time. This way péfating, Ancient
SpagyristcalledDetonation a Term of Art to be learned by the Disciple of,Ars being not Common to every
Rustick, in his Artifice and Experience.

This Operation being performe,d grind the hard Brativhich remained in the Pot, to a fine Powded, @pon it in
another Glazed Pot pour common Water warm; whicblnithe Matter is settled again repeat the pounngfo



Water several times, until all the Salnitre be &otied: Lastly, dry the remaining Matter, and witbsh Salnitre* as
much as its own weight is, burn it again, and reffemsame Operation the third time.

*[POWDER OF RULAND] Basilius doth not misguide @lude you, O Lover of Chymistry, whilst he so cdlydi
discovers most Secret Mysteries, and so sincerafaithfull present their wonderful Effects. Asthig very
Operation you have an Example: For after the fidbstonation with Nitre, and so soon as you shallhssgarated
the Salnitre from the Powder with pure Water, yaueénthe Powder of Ruland, with which that man &fféco
many Medicinal wonders, whereby he got to himseffreat a Name, and so much Wealth. Which, if yepgre
under a certain Constitution of Heaven (as | addjsa preparing the Liver of Antimony) you will lleso much the
better, by how much the more Red: for the ColotinésSoul thereof, the Effect of which in MedicReland
proved and commended; but he, neither exhausteudises, nor did he persuade the Unexperienced,sh great
Virtues were latent in this Medicament. This CrootiMetals (for so it is called) is not that, whiishpublicly sold
in Shops, upon eight Grains of which they pour dwnces of Wine, and although the Sick only driak #ine,
without any other Powder, it oftentimes works gaifdy, upwards and downwards, as either way, somes both
ways, the life itself issues out. But the useisfiththus. Take eight, nine, ten, or eleven Graiithis our Authors
preparing the first Time, according to the strengftthe Sick, and all other Things co-indicatingup on them
three or four ounces of Wine; for it matter not tmuahether you take more or less of the Wine.Heelfixture in
B.M. for the space of four or five hours, and straet a most Red Tincture from this Crocus of Metalhich in an
infusion of the Crocus of the Shops cannot be etdd this Wine, no impregnated with the SulphuhefCrocus,
together with the more subtle part of the Powdérictvin canting off comes out, | give to the Said it purgeth
kindly upwards and downwards without molestatioor 8bth this Medicament only expel Humours, butigas
proper to Antimonials rightly prepared) it strikasthe very Root of the Disease, and whatsoeveraBody is
corrupted and declined from its due state, thainitends and restores. What wonderful Effects, thlig Bincture
hath discovered to me, | forbear to mention, legiduld be compelled to bring their Credit in Quastwho have
experienced them. In this only believe me, whosdkea art, that woulest use Chymical Medicamealtsays be
sure to take the true Tinctures of Things, in whidir Volatile Sulphur is absconded; if you neglihis, you
neglect your own Fame and Gain, and the HealtthefSick.

What remains after this third Operation grind wuatle Powder, and on that pour the best Spiliofe; circulate
the Mixture for one Month, in a Cucurbit or Circtdey diligently nine or ten times, so often pourimg fresh Spirit.
This being done, dry the Powder with gentle head, far one whole Day keep it red hot in a Cruciklesh as
Goldsmiths use to melt their Metals in. Afterwaedalve this Powder (in a moist Place, upon a Stor&lass
Table, or in Eggs boiled to an hardness) into aidigwhich set in heat, again dry, and reduce twdeo. This
Powder effects many egregious and wonderful Thimipsch cannot easily be believed by Those, who tmte
proved the same.*

*If you have believed, or experienced the virtugbisfPowder once detonated, you will not be a Té®m this
third Detonation. Set to your hand, touch and Umg, &and it will perform the same, which true Diapétick
Antimony can, but with greater Security and Efficac

But it operates not suddenly, it must have timexercise its Powers, and shew its own Virtue, leyTtastimony of
Experience, very admirable.

[POWDER OF ANTIMONY, WHITE AND FIXED. ITS VIRTUES]

Whosoever labours with internal Imposthumes, et taike of this white fixed Powder shtimonyin the Spirit of
Wine, or any other rich Wine, the fourth part ddeam, five or six times a Day, and he will find lnigernal
Imposthume opened, and all the Coagulated Blodx texpelled by degrees, without any peril of LifeHealth.
He, hwo is afflicted in his Body with the New Diseaof Souldiers, if he use this Powder in the aaicemanner,
will also find this Evil consumed throughout theald Body, and by the same expelled. Moreover,atipceth new
Hairs, and renovates a man to the admiration ghalt; it gives new, sound, and pure Blood, anbesHffecter of
so much Good, as ever the least part of it (althdoguity seems to require this) cannot by me berded or
declared. [NO MAN MADE DOCTOR WITHOUT LABOUR] It isot fit that | should here manifest all things
clearly, and in such manner, as any man, withobblaand Toyl, by reading my Writings, may beconpegect
Doctor, no more than it is fit, that doung Country Manshould be fed with the whitest and best bakedaBre
which he hath not prepared with his own LaboutherCorn of which himself thrashed not out.

*Valentine hath so clearly detected all Things, asiman, either before or after him, hath done it endearly. All
that came after him seem to have conspired, andeztogether to spread Clouds over that Light, twiie brought
into the World. Hence it is, that they do not Palgliextol his Praises, according to the high Estex@ry man
Privately hath of him; nor have they translated B@oks into other Tongues, although He, of all Atghis the
most worthy, Who speaks in the Languages of albNstthat he may be a comfort to the Lovers oinGtyy,
erring in the Labyrinths of others, and always puiod a new Off-spring of Philosophers. But no mawukhthink,



that he could so clearly speak, as every man, limgd@hymistry (according to the saying) with unwedgidands,
might presently understand him; that is, as himsaith, not possible to be done, nor is it expetdieat the Son of a
vile Clown should eat of the finest Flower, in paepg which he took no Pains; yet (as below he esséth) our
Author hath used plain, simple and clear Words.

[AUTHORS APOLOGY]

But | make too large a Progress in this open Foéldoctrine, in which Ancient Hunters take theirks, and the
Young Ones presently follow them with their Netsr Fny Style (as all my Writings witness) hath ataer singular
purposed Method, like that of all Philosophers befme. If anyone think it strange, that | here ps®pcertain
singular Processes, in which my Philosophy diffessn other, let him be answered with this, thati&adphic
Speech much differs from the Method of other meiss@urses, who nakedly and sincerely declare saweeBs,
without any Ambiguities or Cloudings of Enigmas.eféfore, consider the difference, and accuse npami | had
deviated from Order, in my Style of Philosophy, afidPreparations and Processes. For in a Philos@}ikcourse,
it is not behooful to learn and judge of what apgies to the Theory, but the Practice teachethtlgeunstruction of
Processes; therefore in them, true, simple, cledmweell grounded Words are to be used.

[BALSOM OF ANTIMONY] Also, of Antimonyis made @8alsom against grievous Diseases very profitable; yet
not CrudeAntimony but of theRegulughereof, whence may be made livikigrcury, in the following manner.
Take of the bedtungarian Antimonyand crude *Tartar equal parts, and of Salniti€daart; grind them well
together, and afterwards flux them in a Wind-fuetgmour out the flowing Matter into a Cone, and¢het it cool;
then you will find theRegulus which thrice or oftner purge by Fire, with Tartard Nitre, and it will be bright and
white, shining like Cupellate Silver, which hathnfinated and overcome all its Lead.

*What | advised to in the Preparation of Liver oftitrony is here to be repeated; instead of Crudeaaraake Salt
of Tartar, by which the Operation will sooner anetter proceed. Salnitre here is unprofitable. Tliere, take
Antimony and Salt of Tartar, of each equal parts|tthem and make a Regulus, according to the Rerde given
by Basilius. If you cast away the Glass (as all feegrthe most part do) you will do ill. [TINCTURBEO
ANTIMONY, FROM ITS GLASS, ANOTHER] For |, of thajpare a very profitable Medicament in this manner.
grind this Glass in an hot Mortar, taking heed tmtract no Humidity from the Air, which may eadily prevented,
and having put it in a Phial, pour Alcohol of Witiereon, and thence extract a most beautiful Tiectin Colour
red like Blood. This Tincture is a most excelleotdial, if thirty, forty, or fifty Drops of it beaken in convenient
Liguor, and that, if you will, twice or thrice a gafor it is taken with safety, and recreates tHeole Man.

Grind thisRegulugo a subtle Powder, and having put it into a Glpssir it on Oil of Juniper, or Spirit of
Turpentine, which comes forth in the first Distiltan, and is pure as Fountain Water; keep the VYegsiéclosed, in
a subtle heat d8.M. and the Oil of Juniper, or Spirit of Turpentindllwecome red as Blood, which pour off, and
rectify with Spirit of Wine. [BALSOM OF ANTIMONY, TS VIRTUES] This is endued with the same Virtues, a
Balsom of Sulphur, as | shall then show, when tevof Sulphur, because they require one and the sam
Preparation.

Of this Balsom only three or four Drops, takendhrin a Week with hot Wine, heal the Diseases®Lilngs, cure
the frequent Cough, amssthma also they are conducent in tertigo, prickings of the Sides and in diuturnal
Coughs.

[OIL OF ANTIMONY PER SE] Also many Oils may be piaed ofAntimony someper seand without Addition,
and many others by Addition. Yet they are not edduigh the same Virtues, but each enjoys its ownpeding to
the Diversity of its Preparation. Of which | noweiyou this Similitude. There are many kinds of Aals, which
live only in the Earth, as are many Creeping Thingerms and Serpents; also others, some of whiemew kinds,
which before were not, and also these proceed Rutrefaction of the Earth. Some inhabit the Watassll kinds
of Fishes; others fly through the Air, as every Kot Flying Things, and Birds; some also are ndwikin the Fire,
as the Salamander. And besides these, in the mbiRdgions and Islands, are found many other Arsimahich to
these Nations are unknown, which prolong their bijethe Solar Heat, and which die so soon as bitdagh
another Air. ScAntimony when prepared by the Addition of Water, assunmesheer nature and Complexion for
operating, then when prepared by Fire only. Andaalgh every Preparation of it ought to be madeit®y;, Without
which the Virtue of it cannot be amnifested: yensider, that the Addition of Earth gives it whaodlgother Nature,
than the Addition of Water. So also wh&ntimonyis sublimed in Fire through the Air, and furtheepared,
another Virtue, other Powers, and another Operdtibow, than in the Preparations already descriffdtbrefore
the Oil of Antimony per se without addition, and the true Sulphur thereef prepared after this Method.

[TRUE SULPHUR OF ANTIMONY]

Take crudeHungarian Antimonyput that ground to a subtle Powder, into a Gassurbitwith a flat bottom: pour
thereon the true Vinegar of Philosophers rendrerkraoid with its own Salt. Then set the Cucurbinfy closed in
Horse-dung, oB.M. to putrefy the Matter for forty Days, in which tnthe body resolves itself, and the Vinegar



contracts a Colour red as Blood. Pour off the Varegnd pour on fresh, and do this so often, asthetVinegar
can no more be tinged. This being done, filtettal Vinegar through Paper, and again set it, gatarclearn Glass
firmly closed in Horse-dung, d@.M. as before, that it may putrefy for forty Dayswhich time the Body again
resolves itself, and the Matter in the Glass besoaseblack a€alcanthum or Shoomakers Ink. When you have
this Sign, then true Solution is made, by whichftivther Separation of Elements is procured. Pistlitack matter
into another Cucurbit, to which apply an Alembiakd distil off the Vinegar with Moderate Fire; thie Vinegar
passeth out clear, and in the bottom a sordid magteains; grind that to a subtle Powder, and edate it with
distilled Rain Water, then dry it with gentle heatd put it in a Circulatory with a long Neck (tG&culatory must
have three Cavities or Bellies, as if three Glolere set one above another, yet distinct or ajgatt &om other, as
Sublimatories, with their Aludel [or Head] are wdatbe made, and it must have a long Neck likeial Pfor
Bolthead) and pour on it Spirit of Wine highly riied, til it riseth three Fingers above the Mati@nd having well
closed the Vessel, set it in a moderate Heat forMenths. Then follows another new Extraction, #rel Spirit of
Wine becomes transparently red as a Ruby, or ashedgst Extraction of the Vinegar, yea more f&iour off the
Spirit of wine thus tinged, filter it through Papand put it into a Cucurbit (the black Matter whiemains set
aside, and separate from this Work; for it is naffipable therein) to which apply an Head and Resgiand having
firmly closed all Junctures, begin to distil in A&shwith moderate Fire: [GOLDEN COLOUR FROM ANTIMORNY
then the Spirit of wine carries over the Tinctuf\atimonywith it self, the Elements separate themselvehk eac
from other, and the Alembeck and Recipient seeragemble the form of pure Gold transparent in Asgadhe
end some few Feces remain, and the Golden Coldbeilass altogether fails. The red Matter, wiiictistilling
passed over into the Receiver, put into a Circeyafior ten Days, and as many Nights. By that Ciatioh
Separation is made; for the Oil thereby acquiresABy, and separates itself to the bottom fromSbeit of Wine;
and the Spirit of Wine is again Clear, as it wafirat, and swims upon the Oil. Which admirable &apion is like a
Miracle in Nature: Separate this Oil* from the $paf Wine by a Separatory.

Here you have not only whatsoever can be madetirhAny, but also almost all that can be promisedby
Chymist. This is that with which all the Books biGhymists are filled, which is involved in so igdables,
complicated in so many Riddles, and explicate sdatimany obscure Commentaries, that is, which ithalWorld
is desired by Fools, sought by the Sons of Art,fandd by the Wise. This Basilius reveals, thisdpeats, this he
inculcates; this is his Triumphant Chariot, which &s it were carries about, and often shows invim@us Parts of
his Writings. Before in this Treatise, he preséntmder the Name of an Extraction of Crude Antisndrere it is

Oil of Antimony, soon after it is converted int&®ne, which is called the Stone of Fire. ThusRinideus often
offers itself, always various, yet always the samfeubstance. Compare all these Processes, wh&k@bften
diversely propounded, which these my Commentaréeemapon the Extraction of Crude Antimony, andwalu
have the Work complete in all its Numbers; you ale a Treasure, in which, if you know not what lyave, |
remit you to Aesop’s Dunghil-Cock, who found a Geithe Dunghil, but knew not what he had. Consider
diligently, O Lover of Chymistry, and you will fitleat no man hath dealt more clearly and sincerélth Thee,
than Basilius, and me after him, who show theeetllee Hare lies, which so many Others have humtegin. If
now you be not here wise, you will not be healdd thiree Anticrya’s. Therefore | will add nothirlgst | make
Fools mad, who now indeed are wise.

This Oil is of a singular and incredible Sweetnegth which no other thing may be compared, itriatgful in the
Use, and all Corrosiveness is separated from itmido can by Cogitation judge, by Understanding aeimgnd,
what incredible Effects, potent Powers, and prbféa/irtues are in this Royal Oil. Therefore thigstSulphurof
Antimony | have given no other Name, than my Balsom oé;Liifecause it effects very much, by the Grade©D,
in those, in whom was no help to be hoped forbyuhe mercy of50D, and nothing remained by a most certain
expectation of changing Life with Death; as my Bret can witness hath been often done. It refreshetan so,
as if he were new born; it purifies the Blood; maxtd exhibited with the Tincture of Corals, it aleath Leprosy,
and expels every Scab, which through impurity efBhood takes Root in man. It drives away Melangtasid
sadness of Heart, it confirms the Junctures, andehbll strengthens the Heart, when given withMagistery of
Pearls. Also it helps the Memory, and in Swouningae noble Medicine is not found, if six dropdtahixt with
equal parts of Oil of Cinnamon be put upon the Tmn@nd the Nostrils and Arteries be anointed wilittle of the
Essence of Saffron.

Ah GoodGOD, what moves me to speak, write, and invent mariggdh For | suppose | shall find few among the
Doctors who will give absolute Credit to these my Writipgvhich | have declared faithfully, instead of a
Testament, to my Disciples, Apostles, and Followeus Others, who before knew these wonderful E¢feand
have often in Truth experienced these Virtues, midie accurately attend, and more easily believe far this
bounty of mine {iz. because | have opened, by the permissidbd@D, the Powers and Virtues which are infused in



the Creatures, and have as it were freed them fhason, brought them to Light, and unto free Opemtgive me
thanks, and speak honourably of me, after | amaedito Dust in the Grave.

[ANOTHER TINCTURE OF ANTIMONY]

Another way to drivéAntimony without Addition, over by Alembeck is this.

Make aRegulusof Antimony by Tartar andSalnitre as | have above taught, grind this subtily, put & great
round Glass, and place it in a moderate heat of SHnis way theAntimonywill be sublimed: whatsoever shall be
sublimed, that dayly put down with a Feather, #idéngth it may remain in the Bottom, and thenesisé until
nothing more of it can be sublimed, but the whelmains fixed in the Bottom. Then is ydreguludixed, and
precipitatedper se But consider, here is required a sufficient tiemegl repitition of the Labour often, before you can
obtain that. This Red Precipitate take out, grirtd & subtle Powder, which spred upon a flat dedrcStone, set in
a cold moist Place and there let it remain forMonths; at length the Precipitate begins to resitlself into a red
and pure Liquor, and the Feces or Earth is seghfaie it. [TRUE SALT OF ANTIMONY] The Salt oAntimony

| say, only resolves itself into Liquor, which &lt and put into £&ucurbit that it may be condensed by extraction of
the phlegm; and again set it in moist Place, thiéinyigld you fair Crystals. Separate these fromitiPhlegm, and
they will be pellucid, mixt with a red Colour; bwhen again purified become white. Then is maderthe Salt* of
Antimony as | have often prepared it.

*Like with like, is a Proverb among the Greeks, anldere manifest in our Chymical Work. For thist@aluates all
Menstruums, for their more easie extraction of Négthut those Extractions most, which are maderdfrdony, as
of a Mineral to it of affinity and like.

[SALT OF ANTIMONY, AND ITS USE, WHEN REDUCED TO OIIOR SPIRIT]

This Salt dry, and mix with WenetianEarth (which is called Tripel) three Parts, andtiong Fire distil it. First a
white Spirit comes off, afterward a red Spirit, eiialso resolves itself into white. Rectify thisrf@mently and
subtily in a dry or moisBalneq and so you will have another white Oil distilledm the Salt ofAntimony This

Oil, but why do | call it Oil? this Spirit, | shadilrather say, since the Salt is distilled in a Bl Manner, in
Quartans and other feavers often manifests itai®&tand is very conducent in breaking the StortkeeoBladder; it
provokes Urine, and is profitable in the Gout. Catsly applied to old corrosive Wounds, which haweirt
Operation fromMars, it purifies them. Also this Spirit of the Salt Ahtimonypurifies the whole Blood, as the Salt
of Gold doth. And although, in healing very mankestDiseases it may be profitably applied, yes indt so
perfect, as the above described red OAfimony in which its Sulphur is deduced to the highestifigd and
separated, as | said; therefore | forbear to speake of this.

Now, since | have treated of the Sulphur and Satrdimony and shewed how they may be reduced into Oil and
Spirit, to be subservient to Medicine; | here tiregafurther, purpose to speak of Mercuryalso, and to manifest
what Medicine lies absconded, and as it were buniéd

[MERCURY LIVING EXTRACTED FROM ANTIMONY]

Take theRegulusof Antimony made in such manner, as | above taught, eigis.F2alt of Humane Urine clarified
and sublimed, one Part. Sal-Armoniack one Part.cenedPart of Salt of Tartar. Mix all the Salts tthge in a Glass,
and having poured on strong Wine- Vinegar, lutgith the Luting of Sapience, and digest the Salth the
Vinegar for an entire Month in convenient Heateaftard put all into a Cucurbit, and in Ashes distif the
Vinegar, that the Salts may remain dry. These dits3nix with three Parts dfenetianEarth, and by Retort distil
the Mixture with strong Fire, and you will have anderful Spirit. This Spirit pour upon the aforesRiegulusof
Antimonyreduced to a Powder, and set the whole in puttiefator two Months. Then gently distil the Vinegar
from it, and with what remains mix a fourfold weigif the filings of Steel, and with violent Firestil by Retort:
then the Spirit of Salt, which passeth out, caroiesr with itself theMercury of Antimonyin the Species of Fume.
Wherefore in this Operation you must apply a gReatipient with a large quantity of Water in it,doing, the

Spirit of Salt will be mixed with the Water, butetitMercury collected in the Bottom of the Glass imte living
Mercury.*

*What were Arcanum'’s in the times of Basilius, ave/tin our times but vulgar Chymical Works. How oftball

we find any One, who numbers himself among truen@y, that is ignorant of the way of making Meycaf
Antimony? either in this manner, as Basilius tedlicher in another. For various Artificers have nawented
various Methods, and every One useth that, hedmsbves of.

Behold, O Lover of Art, | have showed you, howAaitimonymay be made runningercury, which very many
have so long, and in so many Parts of the Worldjlshand how we may use thiercurywith praise in Medicine,
| will here discover and set down in Writing.

[MERCURY OF ANTIMONY, ITS MEDICINAL PREPARATION ANDUSE] Take in the Name of the Lord, of
this Mercuryone Part, express it through a Skin, and pout ofred Oil of Vitriol highly rectified, four Past
Extract the Oyl, and the Spirits of the Oyl wilhmain with theMercury. Force it with vehement Fire, and somewhat



will be sublimed. Thus Sublimate again put downmufite Earth in the Bottom. Then pour on other @fithe same
weight as before, and repeat this labour a thing tiThe fourth time, put the Sublimate which assewith the
Earth, and grind both together, and the whole bélclear and pure, like$peculunor Crystal. Put this into a
Circulatory, and pour on it a like weight of Oil Witriol, and thrice so much Spirit of Wine. Ciraté until
Separation be made, and at lengthNtegcuryresolve itself into Oyl, and float about like Oili@. When you see
this, separate this Oil from the other Liquor, god it into a Circulatory, and there pour on straligtilled Vinegar,
and permit it so to rest foro about twenty Daysefthis Oil again acquires its own Gravity, andlsgsto the
Bottom; and whatsoever Veneosity was in it, remairthe Vinegar, which will be tenebrous and altbge
confused.*

*There is no need of Torches at Noon Day, nor @@ahmentaries in so perspicuous a Description, bighvh
Basilius teacheth to make the Mercury of Antim@wggin leisurely, give heed to all particulars, ayalr Work
shall never deceive you. Lest | should darken thtéd, | desist from Commenting; but add, that bibibnot, but
that this Mercury will manifest wonderful Effeatsthe Humane Body: Yet | have not experiencediiitses for the
health of Animals, therefore my Commentaries motserceed my Experience.

But in the Emendation of Metals, it shows itseli¢cendued with singular Virtues. For | say, anebely affirm, he
that can bring this Oil here described by Basilitssthe state of a fixed Stone, may glory thatteadfixed
Tincture, only inferior to the one only King of i§i the Great Stone of Philosophers. When thougraseeded
thus far, O Lover of Chymistry, go not back, ndetaff thy hand from the Plough: but go on chearfyderhaps in
so great a Grove.

The Golden Branch, with Leaves and Twigs of Gold

Will shew itself to Thee.

[OIL OF THE MERCURY OF ANTIMONY]

This is a greaf\rcanum and seems repugnant to Nature, that this OilldHogt swim, and afterward being
rendered more ponderous, settle to the BottomcBuider, the Oil of Vitriol is also heavy, yet whiaeMercury
in its Separation is not altogether pure, it stadasve it; but when the impure Lightness is takemfit by Vinegar,
because the Vinegar assumes that, then the OyVesdés just weight, becomes compact, and setiléise Bottom.
This is the Oyl of théMercury of Antimony which is the fourth Column of Medicine.

Now come hither you Lepers! where be you? | wipsly you with means for Health. This Oil is profita against
the Apoplexy, comforts the Brain, makes a man itrituss, and cherisheth the vital Spirits of the &H&anyone
hath laboured long with grievous Diseases, andfailsome time dayly use this Oil, his Hairs and/INawill fall
off, and he will be renovated, as a man newborhth® Blood in the Humane Body is by it so purified every
Evil is taken off from it, and expelled. This he#ig French Diseasewhich we have lately inherited; for by this
Medicine it is radically extirpated. And, to comhgsd much in few words, the praise of this Oilrisager in
Medicine, than can be expressed in Speech or Writin

Why do we, miserable Mortals, taken from the Eaatig ready to return into Earth, stick here? Whywdmot
hasten to give Thanks @odour Creator, for this Medicine so mercifully granted to Us?WBoctors(if it please
the Gods) of either Medicine, come to me a religiman and Servant &OD, | will manifest to you what your
Eyes never saw, and will show you the way of Heaftti Sanity, which before you never knew. Yet if ane be
found among you, who understands my Processeshantlay of Preparation, better than I; let himydyp not be
silent, or set a Seal to his Lips: for here | stegatly to learn, nor am | ashamed further to irgguand desire that
Light, which before | knew not. For | have oftendsdhat this our Life is circumscribed with morteast Limits,
then that one man should be able to search otihailys, which Nature bears absconded in her Bosom.
[[IDLENESS, CONDEMNED] But on the contrary, | beitige Author, let them be silent, who have experidriess
than the Author, let them be silent, who have eigpeed less than |, and if they have not attaineal olid
Understanding of my Writings, let them not attetaqpamend them, or (like Brawlers) with inconsideraétords
reprehend, what they never learned in the Schantsthe Processes of which they never received finem skilled
in the Law. For my Terms otherwise sound, and §jgother than theirs, who oppose themselves agaiastand
who are shamed of the Labour of Planting Treesadi@fafting fruitful Sprouts thereon; thereforeyhalways
abide among dry and withered Wild Trees, and caemattain to any Branch of green, sappy, and malhured
Fruit Trees.

[FISHES DIE NOT OF COLD]

Hasten not, | say, O man experienced in our Arpass your Sentence of Judging, and be not witbrgpndemn,
what you have not yet yourself acquired by Thougtitgained by Discipline. Many imprudent men freqtly say,
Fishes are frozen in Waters; but these discovér el imprudence and want of Knowledge. for itlwikéver be
proved, that a Fish, even in the bitterest Wintdirever be frozen in Waters, as long as the Icthofe Waters is
dayly broken by the diligence of Mortals. [WHY THEYIE IN FROZEN WATERS] But the reason why Fishes



die, is because, when the Ice is not opened, tbgfiration is hindred, and they thence are suféatdor it may
easily be proved, that no Animal can live, wheit tbe Use of air is denied. Whence it may wellcbacluded, that
those Fishes, which are found dead under the Watan extreme Cold Season, die not of Cold (as ofidittle
understanding think) but because they are depo¥édr. By like Reason (that we may apply this Exade) | say;
sinceAntimony is to produce such admirable Fruits, it is tddden out of the Mountains; but first, by the Cafe
the Miners spiracles, or breathing places, areddarfor it, and afterward it must be prepared Witter, Air and
Fire, as with auxiliary Mediums, lest its fruitleess be suffocated in the Earth. But with manylabdrious
Preparations of Artifice, it must be manifested anolught to Light, for the expected Sanation ofdaises, by
reason of which it hath been so long sought into.

[ADVICE AFTER REPREHENSION] Where now, O wretch! ahontemnesAntimony and among all men
accusest it as mere Venom, where is thy Rhetooickjalect, wherewith to defend thyself? But siticeu
understandest neither White, nor Black, nor GreenRed, nor Yellow; nor knowest which way to gmabto
justify Antimony its Virtue, Power and Utility, being unknown teee, thou doest well, if thou keepest Silence, and
permittest this Reprehension of thy Ignorance, A&&e driven with vehement wind to fly over thy tdeéearing,
that if those Winds and Waves should be predomjtlaptown weak and frail Bark would be sunk andreatged.
To avoid this peril, seasonably call upon thy SiegMaster, as the Disciples of dBaviour Jesus Chrigtid, when
they feared they should perish. Yet this must motibne with a dissembled and feigned, but witlua &md pure
Heart, without all Hypocrisy; then your Redemptamd Help will undoubtedly follow, so that in all ke you will
see and find the Winds and the Sea to obey youakidhings be brought to the desired End.

I wish man were but so disposed, as he would dlmdptain somewhat with labour and Diligence, thertainly
the gods, the Presidents of Prosperity and Art éigile Success, by which such a Disciple and Fatoaf Art
might be assured, that in the wished School of @t desired Domicile of Grace, Felicity and Healtbuld not be
denied him, but that he himself should certainky aad find the Foundation of the Corner Stone, wpoich he
might commodiously build up all the other OrdersSténes. tHen would cease the so many evilly fodnde
Impertinencies of Bablers, which in the Schoolsighe Ears of Disciples, and in Houses the EatkeoSick; and
the Matter itself would speak, as it were with opdouth, and by certain Experience confirm, thatesi(@ or
Palace of Stone cannot so easily be set on Firbamd, as a Pidgeon-House, or the old Nest ob&k®omposed
of rotten Wood, and dayly dried more and more gyShn.

[CENTER OF ART, NOT KNOWN BY EXTERNAL ASPECT]

But my Auditor and Disciple, do thou with sharp gachent weigh this my sincere Information, and ifettvent
desire strive to penetrate the inmost Center of winich by the external Face can be known to no;parsecute
and press after the Virtue and Power thereof, heratise, than as a Hunter pursues a Wild Beastolseait its
Footsteps through the Snow, that you may rightijiiguish, and not take an Hart instead of an Himndn Hare
instead of a Fox, or give a false estimate thef®p&rring from its Footsteps. Well, cast out ybdlats, and take a
multitude of Fishes, according to your own WistDasire. Place your Threads as is behooful, anddespf the
Birds, which allure others to their place, and g tvay of Fowling you will fulfil your desire witprofit. That by
these, to every Searcher | may briefly propose mgnénition and Advice, | say: My Friend the Huntgdispose
rightly your Nets and Instruments for Hunting atidneth; and you Mariner, who Night and Day saibtigh the
vast Seas, and are often driven hither and thitiehe Winds, give heed to the Point of your Corspasad
undoubtedly you will reap profit, and not bring heyour Ship, swiftly returning, without great Gaih
Merchandize.

But why do | treat of many things, or spend timgnafitably (as tatling Sophisters are wont to dopéating out
the empty Chaff? | am deceived; [WORDS OF THE AUTRIALL OF USE] I do not unprofitably spend my time;
for all the Words in my Writings are of use, andtiam are found few empty Letters, which contaihsmme
Utility together with a profitable Instruction, sleat the time | spend in Writing will rather be adReation, than a
Burthen to me. Therefore now, after the manneresicers, | will step back one pace, and into then@bgl
Laboratory infer a new Doctrine of External ThinfBNTIMONY IS A PRESENT HELP AGAINST WOUNDS]
viz. Show, thatAntimonyis of such a Nature, as may be prepared so, sltbpresent help in Medicine pertinent to
External Wounds, which manifoldly offer themseltesis, and are delcare by Chirurgy. therefore Il lvélyin and
briefly explain my Processegiz. how that is to be used in Medicine, and how iy mpeofitably be prepared.
Whosoever thou art, among Junior Students, thated¢s$o search out the Occult things of Naturel, @nbring her
hidden Secrets to Light, attend to what | say, thati mayest be able to distinguish Day from Niginijl what is
clear from the Obscure.

[ARCANUM OF ANTIMONY]

Take ofHungarian Antimonyne part, Common Salt half a part, and six pari&rgilla not burnt, grind all
together, and distil vehemently with a continuakRiithout Intermission and at length an Oil witinse forth: from



this abstract its Phlegm by Distillation, that d dry Powder may remain in the bottom of @gcurbit This
Powder grind subtily, and resolve it into a Liquapon a Marble Stone; and you will have a red sigifidalsom for
Wounds, which far excels very many other BalsoTsS [USE AND VIRTUES] Its Use* is principally in Waouls,
which have been a long time open, and in the Cwéhich theDoctorswith their Plaisters, Unguents, Oils and
Ligaments could effect nothing: but with very grBasgrace they at length take off the Horse’s Rridhd Saddle,
and return him to the Stable, whence they had him.

*A wise General of an Army so disposeth his Saddietime of Fighting, that in the beginning of Battle, the
good and strong Soldiers fight, and in the Enchefsame the best and most strong come to deatheitBnemy;
but such as are not powerful enough, for the firad last Encounter, in Arms or strength, are by plated in the
midst, that they may take Example of fighting ftbenFormer, and hope of help and Victory from thgéet. The
Emperor is imitated by the Orator, in placing higgAments so, as he may overcome the minds of rasitiuB
imitates the Orator, in disposing his Processesasdie may lead his Disciples to Sapience, anéthi¢ of
Wisdom. We have already had famous Processesnaxpiaining them have used our Endeavour, andritanéed
some Light. Now follow those, that are in themsebtlear enough, and not of so great moment asottmecfr;
therefore we shall not insist upon them.

[WHY THE AUTHOR SPEAKS SIMPLY]

My Form of Speaking Savours of Simplicity; for | @aman Religious, to whom the Method of Secular iden
unknown; therefore cannot so clearly detect andrdesall Things, as the Matter itself seems taineq Such a
man as |, as to the Terms, because he cannotrealfgruse them, desires to be pardoned in this jfame neglect
anything therein, he craves the candid Acceptatifcall men, and in respect of his State offers leiinwilling and
ready to serve aChristiansDay and Night, and by his PrayersG®D, to recompence this their Benevolence.
[BALSOM FOR WOUNDS, ITS USE]

This Oil is salutary in many grievous Accidentsd @specially in old wounds, so that few Medicinesfaund,
which must not give place to this. Only that Oihigh is prepared with the Vulgar Sublimate of Apastaries, is
equal unto it in Effects, and is oftentimes by Eigxece found to be better, especially in Welf andCancer and in
theNoli me tangereBut in ordinary Fistula’'s, and théerpesthe superior Oyl effects wonders, which were thety
confirmed by Experience, could not be believed, ahdnhich I recite not, lest someone or other $tigudge me to
do it from Ambition, or that thence | hunt aftemi@, which was never by me either sought or desiredat this
time, as | can holily affirm, is it aimed at by me.

[ANOTHER OIL OF ANTIMONY]

Now | will give you the Preparation of another Oil.

TakeMercury mortified (which is sublimed to clearness and Sgtegnand sold by Apothecaries) aAdtimony of
each equal parts. Grind them together, and disifitby such a Retort, as will retain the Spiritcth and
afterward rectify this Oil with Spirit of Wine. Thethe Operation is absolved, and the Oil becomgaseBlood; but
at first it is White, and like Ice or congealed tut This Oil effects wonders in many Affects, whéfature gave no
hope of Amendment, and it always mostly showsadtsd, virtue, power, and efficacy, in the perfenidadation of
Evil into Good.

By Addition may be prepared another Oil very padfie in external Wounds.

Take ofAntimonyone partSulphurone partSal-Armoniackpr Salt of Urine purified half a part, adlx-vivetwo
parts. Expel the Oil strongly: whatsoever is subdith that grind with th€aput-Mortuum and thereon again pour
the Oil distilled off, and thrice distil it; theie Oil is prepared.

When old Wounds can in no wise be healed, therthis®il. For it is strong, potent and penetratiard lays a
good Ground (even as QOil of Vitriol doth) for futuBanation.

[BALSOM OF ANTIMONY, AND OTHER INGREDIENTS]

An admirable Balsom of divers Ingredients (amongcwlis Antimony very useful in old Wounds is thus prepared.
Take ofSulphur four ounces, set it over a moderate Fire to naeld, put into it half a pound dMercury, and stir the
Mixture so long together, as until both become blass. [CINNABAR, HOW MADE] This Mass grind to Powde
(for it is made a€innabaris wont to be prepared) then grind with it four ces ofAntimony of redArsenickfour
ounces, ofcrocus Martistwo ounces and of Powder of Tiles eight ouncesaRthese into a Glass Cucurbit, and
sublime them, as such things are wont to be sublifflUBIES OF ANTIMONY] and in this Sublimation youwill
have Rubies in Colour not inferiour to the Orientalt tehy are not fixed; for they are volatileddly from the Fire.
Let the Artificer separate these Rubies from then@bar, which ascends in the Sublimation, grinchthe Powder
and extract them with strong Vinegar. This beingaldet him abstract the Vinegar leisurel\BitM. and a Powder
will remain; this Powder grind small as before, &ading put it into another glass, extract its Time with Spirit of
Wine, and separate the remaining Feces. This Exirawith Spirit of Wine digest i8.M. well closed for one
Month. Then abstract the Spirit of Wine, as youraused the Vinegar, and put the remaining Powater & flat



Glass Dish, and set that dish in a Cellar intoiafBlaof Water, that it may Swim upon the Wates a Boat. So
doing, the Powder which is in the Glass will ireavfdays resolve it self into a clear nad perludgglbr.

This Liquor is salutary in old open Wounds, and isulnerary Balsom in like Accidents, if put inteetn, and they
covered round with a common Stiptick Plaister. itutnal open Wounds, it leaves no man destitutieed,
although such, as in the Cure of which all otehmBéies have been tried in vain. Of open Ulcersciwvhiave their
Original from within, | speak not here; for theyncmt perfectly be healed without internal RemediROTS OF
DISEASES MINDED BY FEW] which dry up all Fluxionand radically extirpate the Disease: althoughiatttme
few are found, who bend their thoughts this waytaie any Course to touch the Root itself of tHoseases, of
which | now treat.

If Men would in their Minds well consider the Caliies of Life, into which the Fall of our first Pemts precipited
us, and seriously weigh that Original Sin, andgteat troop of Evills thence issuingz: of Sadness, Anguish,
Diseases and Miseries, they certainly would spbeit time better, and employ more labour to seargtthe health
of their neighbours, so strictly commended to thenthe Supreme Ruler of Heaven, and by him comnthade
their proper Duty. [SUCH AS SHUN LABOUR DO NOT WHATHEY OUGHT] But how many (with grief be it
spoken!) shunning labour, consume their time unfatolf, and do not what was to be done by themwihatt they
formerly have done, and still ahve a lust to dangpafraid to do so much, as will soil their Fing&mnds; as if they
did envy the Tradesman, who perhaps gets a smadll§yaselling Soap, which they would not willingbyy, to
wash their delicate hands. Are not all we miserdidetals, that live here, Strangers in the Eartsggssing
nothing, that we can call ours? [GOODS OF GOD LERNNLY FOR TIME OF LIFE] Are not all Things we here
use, the Goods of olword, lent to us, whilst we live and no longer? Theref@eought so to behave our selves in
using them, taht supported with a good Consciereenay be able to stand in that Day, in which anoliot is to
be given for them; and be not for our Ingratitudstdnto Prison, and utter Darkness where shaldsping and
gnashing Teeth. If this were the Meditation, arid the Intention of every Man, he would be like andter, if he
should think of admitting Sin in himself, or of egting his Office; and all Men would, with a cen&mulation
strive to pleasure their Neighbours, with the Giétseived fromGOD. But these things are remote from the
thoughts of the World, and Wordly MeMioney, Moneyis the Scope of all their Intentions; this the Poteek
directly or indirectly, and for this the Poor atéservient to them, that they also may participéthe Mamon of
Iniquity.

Yet take heed, | advise you to take heed, lesBtiees of that Flesh, sticking in your Throat, saffte you, or the
Back-bones of Fishes pierce your Heart. But wh#t dailmonition help which the World little esteenafsand
derides? Hear, | pray you an History; or learn eaBle. [AUTHORS PILGRIMAGE] When |, according to my
vow, undertook a Pilgrimage &t. Jamesto visit that holy Place as a Stranger, | prayge@OD, and bound myself
with a Vow, that if he granted me an happy Retarmy Monastery, | would render him due Praise. Hated my
Request, and | daily return Thanks to him. Butdutght many more would have rejoiced with me, ancelgiven
thanks to the sant®8OD, for the famous Reliques, which at that time Iugiat with me to our Monastery, (for
Consolation of the Poor, and many Others) thaighitrprocure to it self a Name, in this perishingli¢y of Tears,
that could not be wiped out by any Oblivion. Yehbe few were rendered either better, or more gratefGOD,
for so great a benefit; but persevered in Derisintt Contempt of that, whicdBOD will vindicate in the last Day.
But of these enough at this time, let us proceeslininstruction ofAntimony whence yet another Medicine may be
prepared, which | myself have experience to be sahytary; and effectual in every kind of Feavars] in the
Pestilence.

[ANOTHER OIL OF ANTIMONY PER SE]

Grind Antimonysubtily, put it inot a Glass Retort, and distihith a strong fire, without any Addition, 3 or 4ngs,
and always with a large Receiving Vessel; at lerdthis made a Red Powder, which extract with&gar, and
circulate the Extraction with a gentle fire for twhole Days; abstract the Vinegar by Distillingdahat which
remains, by a singular* Artifice in distilling wilbe changed into an Oil. Let this Oil be furthercGlated until all
Humidity be drawn off therefrom, and it again bdueed to Powder, as it was; when the Vinegar isafted and
separated by Distillation, then gather the Oil imeav Receiver.

*This Extraction may be rendered volatile with $paf Wine, after the same manner, as | taughtipdormer
Operations.

[QUARTAN, QUOTIDIAN, AND TERTIAN FEVERS CURED]

Four Grains of this Oil taken with water 6arduus Benedictyéf the Sick be well covered and Sweated, heal
Quotidian, Tertian and QuartaRevers. The same Dose is very available for exyethe Pest, either given with
Spirit of Wine, or with distilled Vinegar, accordjras theParoxysmof the Pest first invades, either with Heat, or
with Cold. [HISTORY OF 3 OF THE AUTHORS BRETHREN &RED OF THE PLAGUE] Which is witnessed
by three Brethren in our Monastery, who recoverftth® Plague by this Arcanum, when they expectedther but



Death, and had made their Wills. This so reconditeit Minds to this my Art, as they helped me higreater Zeal
then before, both by their Prayers and Labour,sgeht the leisure time they had exempt from RaligiDuties, in
serving me daily; and in a short time attaineda@eat Experience, that by their own Industry, redindustry of
their Brethren, they gained more true Knowledgsdgarching out the Arcanums of Nature, then theydcbefore
obtain in a longeseriesof time. Therefore, for these Men, | give themmtke& even unto my very old Age, and in
very deed | return them thanks, because they dedewy well of me, and of others, by their so faithfabour; but
they finished their Course of this Life before raad entred the way of all Flesh, wherefore | recemantheir
Reward to the Supreme Physitian, who dwells irhigeest Heavens, and there will refresh them wifficgent
Joy, and make up in Heaven that Just Recompendeh Wware on Earth was denyed them by ignorant, and
ungrateful Men.

[ANOTHER OIL OF ANTIMONY PER SE]

Another Oil ofAntimonyfor wounds, is prepared with Addition in the fallmg manner.

[OIL OF SULPHUR PER CAMPAN. HOW MADE] Take &ntimony Sulphur Saltnitre of each equal parts;
Fulminate those under a Bell, as Oilflphurper Campanis made; which way of preparing hath long sineerb
known to the Ancients. But Consider, you will havbetter way, if instead of a Bell, you take anmibeck*, and
apply to it a Recipient; so you will obtain mord,@vhich will indeed be of the same Colour, as thhich is made
of Common Sulphur, but in powers and virtues niittla more excellent, then it.

*| now, O Lover of Chymistry, Speak to you by P&sunot in words onely that by a Compendium of Spg®u
may also have this Compendium of Labour, and Chdghold this Instrument, and provide for yourselth an
One, that you may follow Basilius, in making Oilafiphur per Campan. For this way one ounce wdld/you as
much Oil, as a Pound will make in the Common Metkodm Sixteen ounces of Sulphur you may extrd€ahna
Ounce of Oyl, which others, in their way, do scirexpect from Sixteen Pounds.

We use 3 or 4 Drops of this inwardly taken withrEmf Wine against the Phthisick of the Lungs; butwardly, if
it first be anointed, and a Stiptick Playster applyagainst all Wounds stinking, and tending togfattion, and so
you will find it to be the most certain Remedy df\&ounds.

[ANOTHER OIL OF ANTIMONY PER SE]

Again another Oil of Antimony against all corrodiWpunds very profitable, is this way made.

Take ofAntimony one pound, Common Salt dried, one-half pounassTiiroken; five pounds. Grind all together,
and put them into a Retort, whence distil a Yelldoik When all the Spirits are come forth, put thathr in another
glass. and from it extract the Phlegm, and a powdléremain; which in an humid place spread upstane, and
you will have an Humid Balsom, which is a singtRemedy in all Verminant Wounds, and in the Canaéich
hath being cheifly in the Face of a Man, and inBheasts of a Woman. Much more might be writtethc
Balsom, did | not fear, that every unskillful Mamd the Rabble of Sophisters would fall foul on arg say |
speak too largely, and commit more to writing, tEeperience hath taught me; and so that | boagtafnl
Speculations, and mere Imaginations.

[ANOTHER OIL OF ANTIMONY PER SE]

Moreover, another Oil is made in this manner.

Sublime one part ointimony with a fourth part of Sal Armoniack, with subthére. The Salt carries up the Sulphur
of Antimony red as Blood. Grind this Sublimate to a fine Pexy@nd if you took at first one poundAfitimony
grind with it again five ounces of Sal ArmoniackdaSublime as before. The Sublimate dissolve iro&stnplace.
Or otherwise, take the Sublimate, and edulcordterih the Salt added, gently dry it, and you wdMe Sulphur,
which burns like Common Sulphur, which is soldhet Apothecaries. From this Sulphur extract its ftire with
distilled Vinegar, and when you have abstractedviilnegar by gentle Heat of B.M. and by a subtilee€tion
again distilled the remaining Powder, you will hdifen this Operation you erre not) a most ExcefteQil,

grateful, Sweet, and pleasant in its use, withoyt@orrosiveness or peril.

*This is another Repetition of the Process, by wthiehBalsom of Antimony is made, as our Authoisdalh this
Treatise, or the Quintessence of Antimony, of whftdn above. Yet in the process there is thismdiffce, that here
the Sulphur is separated by the Sal Armoniack fiteenAntimony, and then extracted from the Vinegérereas in
the other Process, the Sulphur is extracted byihegar, whilst it is yet united with the AntimoByt these are not
things of so great a Moment, as to frustrate thfedfof Operations. Therefore this Variety gives gineater Liberty
to the Operator, that he may not be ScrupulouBdsé Things, in which he understands the Reasehatfhe doth,
and of the Method by which he acts.

It heals the Phthisick, remedies the Prickinghef$ides; and if any One labours with difficultyBreathing, let
him take two Grains in the morning, and as manyight going to Bed. In the Elixir or Spirit of Winand he shall
be healed, For it dilates the Passages of the Beegzells all Impurities, and Phlegmes out of Bneast; and to me
it hath often produced many unlooked for Effectst &nce in other PreparationsAfitimony | have described



such Virtues, as with this are common to themdigévit needless to repeat them all, lest in theéaB@s of Art |
should create tediousness through multiciplity afrds, or alien thoughts by an impertinent Tautology

In the mean while, the Liquor, which, as | aboviel saas resolved in an Humid Place, is an extevedicine, and
very profitable; for it cleanseth the Impuritiestbé Skin, and if a little Oil of Tartar be mixdukerewith, it heals the
Phagedena of the Fingers; and it often anointe@with, it purifies the Skin and cures Scrophulaes.

[TRUE SULPHUR OF ANTIMONY, OTHERWISE PREPARED]

Also, Sulphur ofAntimonyis prepared in another Manner.

Grind Antimonyto a fine Powder, which boil for two hours or ttidi longer, in a sharp Lixivium made of the ashes
of Beechwood. When boiled, filter thatimonyclear, and pour Vinegar upon the filtered Liquaord then the
Sulphur will settle to the bottom wholly red. Pauif the Phlegm and gently dry the Powder. Disti thowder with
Vinegar of Wine; extract the Tincture, and do as ga with the former Sulphur. To reduce the sante an Oil by
Distilling, is worth your while: Although the Oileve mentioned hath greater Virtues, because itly Boy the Sal
Armoniack, in the beginning of the Sublimation vieetter dissolved and opened.

There yet remain many things to be writterAotimony and especially Three, necessary to be knwondy th
SpagyrickPhysician and Philosophetiz. the Preparation of Vinegar, which is made of iiedda; and then the
Philosophick Signate Star, which is not to be agditiand lastly the Lead of Philosophers, of whiehshall speak
somewhat; touching which Many have imagined Grédwnds, and though (in their way of Reasoning, and
Speculation) to prepare the true and sincere MgrmiPhilosophers of it; which indeed cannot beajaince so
great Efficacy is not from above insitedAntimony as that in it can exist that Mercury, or of itgrepared. That
Mercury is the firsEns or first Water of Metals, which is perfect, otiwse the Great Stone of the ancient Wise
Men could not be made of it. That filshs | say, and the Seeds thereof, are found in andiveeral, in which the
Operation (according to the Genius Metals) is Paldr, and most profitable Operation; and besidésyiou may
find whatsoever appertains to internal and extededicine. For it is th€€olumnof every Shop of Apothecaries, if
duely prepared, as | often admonish; nor is angthanting in it, provided the Artist hath learnedImo
distinguish the Disposition of Metals and Mineraed diligently observes both the Preparation asel af
Antimony because then, and not before, follows a periggedment of it. Therefore | will stand to my Proenand
comfort my Disciples, according to their Wish, [atisfying and instructing them, which way the Segpian of
Good from Evil may be known to them, and givingolmhation touching the Vinegar of Philosophers, Whi
made ofAntimony.

[VINEGAR OF ANTIMONY]

Melt the Minera ofAntimony and purify it, grind it to a Subtile Powder, thitter put into a Round Glass, which is
called a Phial, having a long Neck, pour uponstitied Water, that the Vessel may be half fullembaving well
closed the Vessel, set it to putrefy in Horse-dwmdil the Mineral begins to wax hot, and cast@roath to the
Superficies: then ‘tis time to take it out; for thiga Sign the Body is opened. This digested Mait# into Cucurbit,
which well close, and extract the Water, which wdive an acid Taste. When all the Water is comdragénd the
Fire, and a Sublimate will ascend; this again griitth theFeces and again pour on the same Water, and a second
time abstract it, then it will be more Sharp. T@igeration must be repeated, until the Water be raad¥cid, as
any other Sharp distilled Vinegar of Wine. But 8igblimate, the oftner the Operation is repeatezintbre it is
diminished. When you have obtained this Acid Virmegake fresh Minera as before and pour this Vinegait, so
as it may stand above it three Fingers; put it nfeelican, and digest it two days in Heat, thenMimegar becomes
red, and much more sharp then before. Cant thisa@é#, and distil it without Addition in B.M. Th¥inegar comes
off white, and the Redness remains in the bottohichvextract with Spirit of Wine is an excellent Meine. Again
rectify the Vinegar irB.M. that it may be freed from its Phlegm; lastly dlssdn its proper Saltyiz: in four ounces
of it, one ounce of the Salt, and force it strorigyyAshes; then the *Vinegar becomes more shaighaaquires
greater Strength, and virtue.

*This Vinegar also is numbered among the chiefagdtthings, which are prepared of Antimony, theeefo
thought it worthwhile to illustrate this with sof@®mmentaries. For although it may be made in the Basilius
prescribes, yet there are still some things wantmgender the Work both more easy and more penfeuth | here
subjoin; For six pounds of Antimony are requirextesgn pounds of Distilled Water, and when (aftege3tion) we
would distil it, a certain manual Operation mustdieserved, on which depends the Success of the Wark
almost. For the Alembeck must be so placed, aBipesor Beak may be covered with Water, which eitigst be
put into the Recipient, or pass out by distillim¢pi the same; otherwise the Spirit's of the Antignewll be lost, and
more then half part of the same perish, or the Weduire much more time for its perfection. | haxpressed this
by a Figure here placed, that if any by hearingndd sufficiently perceieve this, they may be seeimdgrstand.
When the whole Water hath passed over by Alemtiexkire (as the Author admonisheth) is to be iasesl, and
three Days, and as many Nights continued withaetinission. Then let all cool, and the Sublimatha teaches,



must again be mixed with the Antimony; this Labfouthree Days and Nights must be re-assumed, &ednsards
repeated to the third time. [AUTHOR BALSOM OF LINBIAT.] Then your Water will be acid, as common
Vinegar. If you tinge this Vinegar with new MinexBAntimony, you will have a Tincture, which Basilnames his
Balsome of Life, so often described, but neveicserfitly commended. O, did Mortals know what Mystelie
absconded in this Tincture, | question whether thieuld be desirous to set about any other Preparatif
Antimony. All things are in this One. | have spgk@rLover of Chymistry, do thou act.

[VINEGAR OF ANTIMONY, ITS PROPERTY]

This Vinegar Cools vehemently, not as common Vinglgat with great Admiration, and certain Experienc
especially for assuaging the Gangreane, produoad @unpowder; also it heals other enraged Wounds an
Members, when joined with the Soul of Saturn, witttugp into an Unguent, and applied outwardly. Arigtrwith
Water of Endive, to which Sattrunellais added, it consumes the Squinancy, and extihgthists great Heat:
besides, it assuageth the Motion of the Blood iméld. In time of the Pestilence, taken inwardly, Buse of one
Spoonful, several times, and outwardly appliechio$wellings by Linen Clothes moistened thereitraexks the
Venom, and most excellently cools: but consideremvizou would use it in this manner outwardly, itstnibe mixed
with a third part of Water distilled from Frogspawn

Many highly esteem the Signate StaAoftimony and very many have endeavoured to prepare itingpao labour
to attain the same. Which some have acquired vaitidguccess, others have lost all their labourGost, Many
have assumed an Opinion, that this Star is theMatter, whence the Stone of Philosophers may k#erriaduced
hereunto, by this thought or Imaginatioig. because Nature herself hath signed it into a 8tarefore they could
not choose but esteem of it, and by these Cogitaiticere led into the Way of Error, But | sincerdgnounce, that
it is nothing so. For these kind of Searchers o the Kings high-way, and kill themselves inralzering up
Rocks and Cliffs, in which wild Goats inhabit, aBotds of Prey build their nests. It is not givertiids Star to
contain in itself so great Potency, or from itdelform so precious a Stone. Yet | affirm, thaitiles abscondea
famous Medicine, which may be made of it. The &taihus made.

[SIGNATE STAR OF PHILOSOPHERS]

Take ofHungarian Antimonys. parts. of Steel 1 part. melt these together ditharts of burnt Tartar, when melted
pour out the whole into a cone, when cold taketletRegulus, and separate it from all impurity, el Scoria.
Grind this Regulus to Powder and weigh it, then tddeto thrice so much of burfiartar, and pour it out as
before. Repeat this labour the third time; thenRegulus purgeth itself, and becomes pure and.d&sde, when
you have rightly completed the Fusion, and have asmanual Operation, as is fit (which is of prpaticoncern in
this Work) you will obtain a fair Star* bring andlising like Cupellate Silver, no less artificiallgrmed, then if
some Painter had with Compasses diligently divitiedsame.

*Here it is to be noted. In the third fusion of Regulus, the Fire must be vehemently heightenatifthny
Impurity remain with the Regulus, it may by thaeimse heat be taken away. By this means you wilt haRegulus
in beauty and Whiteness comparable to Silver,iiitue and Price far Superior.

This Star with Sal Armoniack is reduced to red *Buhbte; for the Tincture dars ascends. Such a Sublimate may
be resolved in a moist place into a Liquor, whitdtdvers wonderful Virtues in Chirurgy.

*This Sublimate, before it is set in a Cellar tothere resolved, should be purged from the Sal Araodrwith
distilled Water. They are few Things which | admsbnbut by the ignorance of these or those, greatrg are
committed, and the Work with all its Costs and @earperisheth, or at least yeilds not sufficientay what the
Materials cost.

[ANOTHER OIL OF ANTIMONY MADE OF REGULUS]

This Regulus, or Signate Star, melted often with$toneSerpentis brought to such a state, as at length it
consumes itself in it, and wholy unites itself witle Serpent.* This being done, tBectatorof Art hath a Matter
altogether hot and fiery in which very much of Artatent. This prepared Matter resolves itself into an @iis
very Oil ought to be brought over the Helm by Diistion, and then rectified, that it may be pure afear,

*Of a Snake or Serpent the Nature is such, if yackein your hold he riseth up, if you gripe him haedbursts, the
same | fear here: Therefore the Author calls th&eapent, which he mixeth with this Regulus. Bistthie Serpent
of a Stone, or a Stony-Serpent; because the Sadt,Snake willing licks a Stone.

This Oil may commodiously and securely be takerairdly; but with great Prudence and Caution, ancbftoer
then twice or thrice in a Week, and no more attane, then three Drops in two ounces of Wine, tieoWater
distilled from Herbs, according to the Exigencytlid Disease. For this Reason, it is the Physigansto know the
Causes of Diseases, together with the ComplexidheoSick, that he may the more securely use hisddes.
[SOME ARTS WHY SUPPRESSED]



This is a famouécrimony*containing in itself manyrcanumsbut there is no need to reveal all things togethe
and at once to unskillful men. Some Arts are telygpressed, that some SecretsArm@dnumsamay remain proper
to the Philosopher, who in searching them out Hafly sustained grievous Toil.

*They, who understand of how great Utility it isstdract the Essences from Metals, are not ignooduibe Virtues
of this sharp Oil. For this is the only Menstruuon this purpose. How many are they who have syt whole
Life in Chymical Operations, and never could arrigehe knowledge of a true Menstruum? To theshere
revealed, if Health be your aim, you may safelyitgethe Body; if you attempt somewhat more snbliand have
already conceived good hope you shall compourttig,is the principal help of all, for ascendingttee Throne of
the Chymical Kingdom.

But let him, who resolves to tread in my Footstepsbe weary of Searching; but what | have donehita do, and
what | have so often desired, and what with soesiWishes | have sought, let him seek. These iPliss which |
have prescribed you, are sufficient for to seandahtlee End by. Many have failed, yea many have loe¢off by
Death, before they could in their Learning attainhte Principles only; that is, they are deprivédite, before they
could acquire the Magistery of Art. Therefore, fiegt set forth a Book of Rudiments, that the $tud follower of
Art (who in his first Experiences had need of scctime) might the sooner attain his desired end,wished
Scope, and next unt®eOD give me thanks.

[ANOTHER OIL OF ANTIMONY MADE OF REGULUS, ITS EFFETS]

Moreover, in this Oil a wonderful Effect is lateRbr if this Oil be circulated with Crystals forreetime,viz. for
three Days and Nights (the Crystals being firscald) it from them extracts a Salt: which beingelathe Oil may
again be distilled off by Retort. Thus you will leaa Medicine, which admirably breaks the Ston&éRladder,
and expels it, and there also effects many oth@rgEhby a certain famous virtue in it.

[LEAD OF PHILOSOPHERS]

But that we may also say something of the LeadhiibBophers, let the curious searchers of Natuosvkihat
betweerAntimonyand common Lead, there is a certain near affiaityl they hold a strict friendship each with
other. As a Tree casts out of its side it's superfs Rosin, which is the Sulphur of that TreehasGherry-tree, and
other Trees, which give forth such Gums: thereo#iner kinds of Trees also, which by reason of tabitndance of
Mercury, produce and cast forth from themselves a ceBaarescency, which neither in Form, nor Virtuerisany
wise like to their Fruit; but hath wholy other pespies, as in Oaks and Apple-trees is apparenthwhioduce like
bastard Fruits, or Monsters: So the Earth also litehabortive Fruits, which in Separation from {hae Metals,
are severed and cast out.

Now although there is so strict an affinity betwéenimony andSaturn yet by reason of the too muSulphug
which Antimonyhath in itself, it is cast out from it: becausevtscous Body (in it's Nativity) could not come to
perfection; and therefore it was constrained negégso consist among Minerals: because it's ataumog of hot
Sulphurwas the Cause, that hindred ¥ercury, that through defect of Cold it could neither catmé&oagulation,
nor into a Malleable Body. Morever, | say, the Léaéntimonyis no other, then its Regulus, which hath notets y
obtained Mallaeableness. And, as above | said, wheRegulus and Steel by Liquefaction are unéed, deduced
to a Star, there are many, who would thence makatiient stone of Philosophers; which | beforaéetkto be
possible. Yet what Medicines may be prepared gbit, have already briefly heard; therefore touchhegm, | shall
not add a Word more.

[WHY THE REGULUS IS CALLED LEAD]

But the Reason, why the Regulus is called and atedu_ead, is this. When that Regulus is takenckvAntimony
gives forth from itself in making glass, and pubia Crucible well closed, which can resist the,fivith the Salt of
Saturn (having been first Cemented with the SaltHoee hours) and these permitted to melt together Wind
Furnace, the *Regulus, when taken out, is founketoendered soft, and more ponderous, then it ek For it
receives it's ponderosity from the Spirit of thdtSahich also gave it softness, so that it's Bowbyv is compact and
heavy.

*| not enviously, as many Chymists do, but affeately deal with Chirurgeons: wishing that they \ebin their
mind, as according to their faculty they may andtttyendeavour to prepare such helps, for theirenakly
afflicted Patients, and such Compendiums of Saastynay be prepared of this Regulus. Would you hreve
discover to you the Mystery? Hear with pleasurel ase it. This Regulus, by the Salt of Saturn resdti®lalleable,
must be mixed with equal parts of Mercury condeise8aturn, and in a vehement fire fluexed, andiedbmixed.
The Matter comes forth, in it's external Face likgo Silver, but in its internal Virtues is morele, and more
precious than any Silver. But you Chyrurgeon, studiof your own Art, and by Art covetous of Glalgguce that
into thin plates, and externally apply it to Wounasd Malignant Fistula’s. So doing, you will be @red, when you
shall see Nature, helped by this Art, to performrenm a very short time, then you could have hdpedh a longer
time, by so many Unguents and Plaisters. The Russtto use the Words of Basilius) will no more de@and



upbraid you, saying, they can effect more withex@iof crude and stinking Lard, then you are abldd with the
laborious Process of your whole Chirurgick Art.
Therefore | say, there is not much difference betwthe Stignate Star, and Lead?itimony which
notwithstanding are every where distinguished asdiverse things. For either of them is made ofGitess of
Antimony and prepared into one and the same Medicina, @sdady by me sufficiently declared. Here theeeto
break off my Discourse, that | may explain what stene of fire is, after | shall have declared Appendix which
follows.
O GOD grant thy Grace, and open the Hearts and Béfgen unwilling to hear, and to them impart the$ing,
that they may acknowledge Thee in thy Omnipotemcywonderful Works of Nature, to thy Praise, Hoand
Glory, and for the Health, Solace, and Confirmatafrthe Strength of their Neighbour, and also fest®ring the
Sick to their Pristine Health. Amen.

THE

APPENDIX

For a Conclusion you are further to know, thatimonymay be applied to many other Uses, then as above
expressed, as to Scripture or Printing, for whidhtBrs use it. Also under a certain Constellatod Concourse of
the Planets, a Mixture of Metals is made wtitimony of which Artists form Signatures and Charactemdusd
with singular Virtues. Of the same Mixture also av@de Speculums, of many and wonderful Aspects and
Properties. Also Bells and other Instruments maynade thereof, of admirable sound. Likewise Imagféden,
and many other Things*.

[ANTIMONY ITS WONDERFUL VIRTUES, THE HUNDREDTH PARTOF THEM NOT KNOWN] *The
virtues and powers of Antimony which the Authoeliarthis Appendix so lightly toucheth, and passettr, are so
many and so various, as indeed the hundredth gdtem is not yet known to Men. Which Ignoranceoubtedly
redounds to the Reproach and Ignominy of our kiretause we Men, among so many other Animals, adlyeel
with Reason, and a Faculty of Discoursing, are ad with so great impetuousness, to that wickedsdodninable
Desire of Gain, as scarcely any Man hath leisuredarch out the Wonders, which the Author of Nalhati
insited in his Creatures. But | am unwilling to e this Reprehension so often spoken of by Vakeritdo only
call it to mind. This Mineral, in which lies hid salmirable Spirit, that by Exhausting it cannotéoénausted, hath
also Virtues, which by no man studying can be@afftly known. What | have tried, out of the wagbymistry
and Medicine are few; yet Experience hath taughsmmuch, as | judge Antimony in other things shitbw itself
no less admirable, then in Chymistry and Medicine.

Yet what | think of Characters and Signatures, Whie Author saith may be made under a Concoursertdin
Constellations, | shall not here discover. It stdth me, that | can say, that among all Metals Btgerals, there is
not any Substance known, which contains so muatCefestial Spirit, and hath so great Sympathy Wit Stars,
as Antimony. Weigh this, with all that | have befsaid of Antimony, but not negligently, and Hastetihe Stone,
which is called the Stone of Fire.

But since these things concern not Medicine, npeagain to my Order, Rule, and Calling, | rest vealtisfied in
my Vocation, and commend them to the Handling dfe@t, who know them better.

OF THE
TRIUMPHANT CHARIOT
OF

ANTIMONY
AND

What the STONE of FIRE is.
[AUTHORS PARABLE]

When, at a certain time an abundance of Thoughtgcbimy internal and fervent Prayer@®D suggested) had set
me loose and wholy free from all terrene Businedsgsrposed in my self to attend to Spiritual lingpons, of
which we have need, for the more accurate scratifNature. Therefore | resolved to make myself Vgirthat |
might ascend on high, and inspect the stars* theeseadcarus and his Fathebaedalusin times past did, if
credit may be given to the Ancient Writings of Poet



*This Leave is to be given to all, who treat of 8dcFhings, viz. to declare those things, which treywilling to
discover (not to the unlearned ignorant Deridenst bnly to Men, worthy, and to such as sincerekirde and
aspire to the knowledge of the same) in a certamigudar and Parabolical kind of Writing. In whictuo Author is
the more to be excused, because when he comesdcetitest of Mysteries, which he intended to éxptathis
Book, he betakes himself to certain hiding PladeBasables, and with the Heaven of Piety, whiclwasit to cover
all things (yea even the most wicked) he so valSacrets, as None but Pious and sincere Discigflést can with
the acuteness of their sight penetrate these Cldddshou therefore, with a certain intellectualdury sport with
him, he will not delude thee.

But when | soared to near the Sun, my Feathersitistiehement heat were consumed, and burnt| hézldlong
into the depth of the Sea: yet to me, in this myeaxe Necessity invokinGOD, help was sent from Heaven, which
freed me from all peril and the present Destructieor an Angel hastened to my assistance, who comeththe
Waters they should be still, and instantly, in tthe¢p Abyss appeared a most high Mountain, upoohadtilength |
ascended, [INFLUENCE OF SUPERIORS ON INFERIORS] thmight thereon examine, whether (as Men had
affirmed) there was any Friendship* and Familiaistween Superiors and Inferiors, and whether thpeSor

Stars have acquired power frdd®D, their Creator, to produce any one Thing like teelves in the Earth.

*There hath been no Man, who had darted his sighabut were through a Lattice, into the Penetrafs
Chymistry, who did ever deny this Influence of Sopeupon Inferiors. Therefore let Basilius so ihohffirming,
and so often openly declaring it to Men, be credlltg those, who, the true Light being not yet rigpan them, do
by feelign without sight practice Chymistry.

And having searched into Things, | found, that whater the Ancient Masters had so many Ages simceritted
to Writing, and delivered to their Disciples, whareestly desired to be the true Imitators of thevass (as | may
say) more true than Truth itself. Wherefore, d#,i$ give praise and thanks to nhprd and Heavenly Father, for
his incomprehensible Works.

[MINERALS HOW MADE] In very deed (that | may expodihe matter in few Words) | found all Things, winic
are generated in the Bowels of Mountains, to besied from the Superior Stars, and take their bégininom

them, in the form of aaqueourCloud, Fume or Vapour, which for a very long tifed and nourished by the Stars,
is at length educted to a tangible form by the Eets. Moreover, this Vapor is dried, that the Wag=ss may lose
its Dominion, and the Fire next, by help of the A&tain the Ruling Power. Of Water Fire, and oEF&nd Air

Earth is produce: which notwithstanding are foumdll things consisting of Body, before the Separabf them.
Therefore thisyiz. Water is the first Matter* of all things, whicly the Dryness of Fire and Air is formed into
Earth.

*This is an Old Song, this is the Sum of Art; fritris Imitation of Nature is found the lesser Stoh€ire, from this
it is made, whensoever it is prepared, from the&also the great Philosophick Stone derives itgiDail.

[WATER OF ANAXAGORAS, WHAT] This is the water @fxagoras, the Fire of Empedocles, and Aristotliz&t f
Matter, of which all things have been, and to &y are made. Which is clearly evident in the Niatni of Man,

the Growth of a Tree, and in the Generation of Mgtor that, which constitutes Flesh, Woods, aretdit, is not
taken from Food, Rain or Earth, but is infused ititem from elsewhere. [ALIMENT, WHICH NOURISHETH.AL
THINGS, WHAT] That very Thing is the Aliment, whicturisheth all things, but that it may be so vasty
specificate, it must be separated from that Baaywyhich it dwells, and by joined to another, whighthe Chymical
Art is performed.

But now since my Intention is to describe the StohEire, how it is made oAntimony together with the Process of
its Preparation, which not only heals Men, but N&egdso particularly; it will be necessary befolieTings, to
speak somewhat of these following Heads. What ptppige Stone of Fire is; what is its Minera; whettta Stone
can be made without Matter or no; what is the emérelifference of Stones, and how many Specieseof thre
found, and lastly of their use.

[AUTHORS PRAYER]In this my purpose, | pray, O spirit of Heavenrfitnate me, that | may give a true and
sincere Instruction, viz. according as is fit foe pand the matter itself permits. Indeed | havedsagf Eternal
Absolution from this my Supreme confessor, who fEtamity possesseth the Throne of Mercy, andgiit
Testimony of all things, when the Decretory Sergeshall be pronounced upon all Men, in the Lastgéundent,
without any appeal.

[TRUE TINCTURE OF ANTIMONY NOT MADE OF CRUDE AND METED ANTIMONY]

Therefore first know and consider, that the Truectire ofAntimony which is the Medicine of Men and Metals, is
not made of crude and melt@ditimony as it is sold by Merchants and Apothecarieselxttacted from the Minera,
as it is taken out of the Mountains, and beforg ibrmed into Glass. But how that Extraction shidoé made, is the
principal Work in which the whole Art consists: Hibeand Riches attend him, who rightly attainshatt [TRUE
TINCTURE OF ANTIMONY NAMED THE STONE OF FIRE] Butny Reader, you must diligently mind thisz.



that the Tincture oAntimonyprepared fixed and solid, or the Stone of Firel (z@me it) is a certain pure,
penetrative spiritual and fiery Essence, whictetfuced into a coagulated Matter, like the Salamandgch in

Fire is not consumed, but purified and conserved.

Yet the Stone of Fire tingeth not universally, las $tone* of Philosophers, which is made of theekss of Gold
itself. To this no such power is given, as thatibuld perform such things, but it tingeth par@éelyl; viz, Silver into
Gold, Tin also and Lead; bMars andVenusit toucheth not, nor do they yield more, then fritvam by Separation
may be effected.

[THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE STONE OF FIRE AND THEI$E OF PHILOSOPHERS] As much as
Heaven is elevated above the Earth, so much detlrile Stone of the Philosophers differ from thén8 of Fire. |
myself do candidly confess, that although | havadcthis, yet | am very far distant from the othfemnd this,
whatsoever it is, | own to be received from thedwis of Basilius. Do you take heed you be not delbgeyour

own Fantasy, and that others deceive you not.

Moreover, one part of it can tinge no more, thee fiarts of Metal, so as to persist in the Trigbafurnand
Antimony whereas, on the contrary, the Great Stone obBtyihers can transmute to infinity. Also in augragah

it cannot be so far exalted; yet the gold is pure solid.

[EARTH OF ANTIMONY] The Minera, out of which thist8ne or Tincture is made, is no other then (alvab
mentioned) the very Earth éintimony from which, | say, it is made: but how or with attvirtue, force, and power
it is endued, you shall hear anon.

[POWDERS FIXED, WHY CALLED STONES] Let the Reademsider, that there are many kinds of Stones
found, which tinge particularly; but all fixed Powrd, which tinge, | here signify by the name ofrétgy yet one
tingeth more highly then another, as especiallyStome of Philosophers, which obtains the pringpate;
[TINCTURES, THEIR DIFFERENCE] the next is the Tinot of Sol and ofLuna For the White: after these, the
Tincture ofVitriol or Venus likewise the Tincture ofars; either of which hath in it self the Tincture 6, when
reduced to Fixation. Next to these follow the Times ofJupiterandSaturnfor Coagulation oMercury; and lastly,
the Tincture oMercuryitself. This is the difference and multiplicity 8tones and Tinctures, all which
notwithstanding are generated from Seed, and froenosiginalMatrix, from which the true Universal Stone
proceeds, but out of these no other Metallic Tireets to be found. But all other Things, by whateasoever
called, all Stones (whether precious or commonoyth not now, nor have | any Intention to writespeak anything
of them at this time; because they contain in tredwes no other Virtues, then what appertain to idedi Nor shall
I here make mention &nimalor Vegetablestones; because they are only conducent to Medlioindlor Metallic
Works unprofitable and void of all Virtue. Yet #fle Virtues of all ThinggMineral, Animal andVegetable
collected into one, are found in the Stone of théoBophers.

[SALTS, ENDUED WITH NO TINGING VIRTUE] Salts are ened with no tinging Virtue, but are only Keys* for
the Preparation of Stones; otherwise of themseh&geffect nothing.

[SALTS ARE KEYS] *Salts, as here is rightly said, are Keys; they ogenChest wherein the Treasure lies. But
you must be sure to take the true Key; otherwisemyay spoil the Lock, and not open the Chest.fbtssafe in this
Case to take Quid for Quo, as Apothecaries are wooti must have a Philosophic Key, and proper Siaksr
opening must be taken. Nor condemn this Distin¢tidrich is intimated, between Salts opening, wttiehAuthor
here calls (as they are) Kleys, and Salts fixinigicv enter the Treasure itself; as is sufficiemtiginifest by the Text.
[FIXATION, WHENCE] Yet, as for Metallic Salts (I mo speak to the purpose if you rightly understaniatwv
distinction | put between Mineral Salts) they aot to be slightly esteemed, nor to be rejectedimtfiires, since we
can in no wise be without them, in their Compositibor in them lyes that most precious Treasuaamfwhich
every Fixation derives its Original.

[A STONE, WHETHER MADE WITHOUT MATTER] Here some mask, and indeed very properly; whether
such a Stone can be made without matter? | andeer-or every Thing must have its own Matter; boit without
Distinction. Animalsrequire their MatteVegetablesheirs, andMineralstheirs. Only consider and before all things
observe this; [FERMENTATION, NECESSARY, WHYjz that no Body can be profitable for any Stonehuwuitt
Fermentation, which | find in the end of the Workngean as to the Preparation of the Great Stome)atde
omitted, if | would convert Metals with gain; foltkough in tangible is taken; yet from that forrBady must be
extracted a certain Spiritual and Celestial Er(styall | call it) or Apparency; for | find no othemore fit name to
give it: which Entity was by the Stars, before B#d into that Body, and by the Elements concoatedneade
perfect. Yet this Spiritual Entity must again bleaser Fire, and by ttiRegimerand Direction of the Microcosm, be
reduced to a tangible, fixed, Solid and inconsubiptMatter.

But what do I, or what do | speak? | act as if revdeprived of my Reason*, in uttering words sordype~or if |

had either Reason or Judgement, | should not discav great Things with my Tongue, or command mdta
proceed in writing them.



*Art thou well in thy Wits, Basilius, who doest tipusstitute the Arcanum of the Stone, which hatio tinis day
been so diligently absconded by all Philosopherg2I$, if thou hadst not laboured with | know ndtaw
Intemperance of Mind, thou wouldst have closed.thg, and not have so clearly opened, what it ise¢parate the
Pure from the Impure, what to render the fixed tildaand again to fix that; how the Inferior becesmSuperior,
and that again plunged into the Deep Abyss, fronchvit had ascended. To discover so many Mystdriex) few
Words, as here thou doest, assuredly if it be redéss, it is a certain very great benevolencedstétity. This is
that which moved him. Valentine seems to have duwith this Affection, and could not overcome timatination
of Well-doing to many, by the Obligation (imposedatl Philosophers) of concealing the Secret MystdrNature,
which by the Author thereof, that is, by Natureunating with Intellectual Revelation, is communaznly to the
Sons of Art worthy and chosen. The Secret of Seloagh fallen from Basilius, do thou Reader attéhgou find the
Pearl, be not like Aesop’s Cock.

All Tinctures of Metals ought to be separated has they may be moved with a certain principal Lane
Affection to Metals, and have a propensity and r@esf uniting themselves with tehm, and of redudhmgm to a
better State. Will you have an Emblem, or Examis?AMPLE OF MAN AND WOMAN] Behold here it is of
Man and Woman. If they two be inflamed with Mutualve, neither Delay, nor Rest is admitted, untiythoe
united, and their Desire satisfied: after this Wnibey rest, and are multiplyed, according to thedypleasure of
GOD, and the promise of his Blessing.

Man lives obnoxious to many and perillous Diseasesje of which debilitate and consume the powebdéatiire
so, as the Man can by no Remedies be perfectlgrezsto Health and his former Strength [LOVE, A BISSE]
But Love is a disease, with which no other Diseasg be compared, which is not healed unless byuetimh of
its own like, which either Sex desireth, and thasite is not satisfied, unless by fulfilling hislivaf the enkindled
affection. How many Testimonies of this violencdyieh is in Love, are daily found? for it not onhflames the
Younger Sort, but it so exagitates some Persorgofiae in years, as through the burning Heat thetke§ are
almost mad. Natural Diseases are for the mostgoadrned by the Complexion of Man, and therefovadie some
more fiercely, others more gently; but Love, withdistinction of poor or rich, young or old, seiz&ll, and
having seized so blinds them, as forgetting aleRulf Reason, they neither see or fear any Snaceli&r
Members are infected with the Singular Symptomstbér Diseases, all the other parts remaining semddree
from that Dolour. Whom Love infects, it invades@er, penetrates the Body and its whole Substataren, and
Essence, and leaving nothing unoffended. For tafiiage in the Heart there it kindles a Fire, thenmg heat of
which is diffused through the Veins, Arteries, atikhe Members of the body, and in a word | salyere Love
once hath fixed its Root, the man is so deprivedllsdense, reason and understanding, as he falyétings,
seriously minds nothing; he is unmindful®@OD and his Law, his promises and threats he littards; the
torments of Hell and rewards of Eternal Life headeamns. | speak of inordinate and unlawful Lovewtach, if a
man be once addicted, he adheres so pertinaci@sshgthing can reclaim, nothing can restrain tenforgets his
Duty, Calling and Condition; derides all admonitigiespiseth the Counsels of Parents, Superiorspttueds who
wish him well; briefly | say, he is so blind wittolze as he cannot see his own Misery; so deaf, aarmot hear
those, who by their faithful advice, endeavouruamtand avert from him, the damage and evil, wiiolld befall
him. Love leaves nothing entire, or sound in theaMaimpedes his Sleep, he cannot rest either iNagiDay; it
takes off his Appetite, that he hath no disposigdgher to Meat or Drink, by reason of the continLi@erments of
his Heart and Mind. It deprives him of all Privdenbence he neglects his Affairs, Vocation, andifBss; he
minds neither Labour, Study nor Prayer; casts aallayoughts of any Thing but the Body belovedstisi his
study, this his most vain Occupation. If to Lovere Success be not answerable to their Wish, sosn and
prosperously as they desire, how many Melanchbkege arise, with griefs and sadnesses, with wibith pine
away and wax so lean, as they have scarcely asly fleaving to the Bones; yea, at length tehy ltlosd.ife itself,
as may by many Examples! [LOVES SAD EFFECTS] Fahsuen (which is an horrible thing to think of)gthit
and neglect all perils and detriments, both ofBbdy and Life, and of the Soul and Eternal Salvatio
[AUTHORS CONTINENCY] But of these enough; for itdmmes not a Religious Man to insist too long ugwese
Cogitations, or to give place to such a flame mheart. Hitherto (without Boasting | speak itavk throughout the
whole course of my Life kept myself safe and frenf it, and | pray and invoke OD to vouchsafe me his Grace,
that | may keep holy and inviolate the Faith, whidtave Sworn, and live contented with my Spirit8abuse, the
Holy Catholic Church. [TINCTURE OF ANTIMONY OUGHTO HAVE LOVE TO METALS] For no other
reason have | alleged these, then that | mightesegpthe Love, with which all Tinctures ought tonh@ved toward
Metals, if ever they be admitted by them into tFurendship, and by Love, which penetrates the inrpads, be
converted into a better State.

Now let us proceed to the Preparation of the Stané leave its use to the Close of this Discourkés Stone is of
a penetrable and fiery Nature, is cocted and briotagklaturity by fire, no otherwise, then all othEnings, which



are found in this Orb; which notwithstanding asythee of a diverse Nature, so they in diverse menoletain that,
according as the Nature of Things supplies withvBise Fires.

[DIVERSE FIRES] The first Fire i€elestia] by GOD kindled in our Hearts, by which being inflamed are
moved with Love and a certain confidence in an@@D our creator, of the Most Holy and incomprehensible
Trinity, and of the Mercy, Grave of our Saviour JESUS CHRIwhich Confidence kindled is Us by Love, never
fails, never deserts us in our Necessities, butmaist certainly deliver our Souls from everlastadestruction. The
second Fire is Elemental, produced by the Suntemds to the Ripening of all things in the Macrauno$ he third
Fire is corporal, with which all Foods and Medidrere cocted and prepared, without which Men c&hereobtain
Health of Body, nor sustentation of Life. Of a fthuFire mention is made in the Sacred Scripturizsthat, which
before the Supreme JudgemenG@D shall consume this visible World: but what Fireaind how it shall operate,
that (if we be wise) we must leave to be judgetyohis own Supreme Majesty. A fifth Fire is als@ken of in
Holy-Writ, viz. Eternal Fire, in which never to have end, the Biwhall never be set at liberty from their Infdrna
Prison, and wicked Men, their Companions, adjudgetiose Eternal Fires, shall be vexed, punishédnaiserably
tormented forever: from which | pray the Omnipotantl merciful Lord to preserve us. Here | would adish all
and every Creature endued with Reason, by theyelPsdo beg that Grace and Mercy from the Omnigptaat
they may so conform their Life to the Divine Preisg@and their own Duty, as that they may escapeHine, and its
Eternal Torments.

Our stone of Fire (which is to be noted) must beted ripened with Corporal Fire in the Microcosisadl other
Medicines and foods are prepared by the same. Reranthe great Fire of the Macrocosm ceaseth ftam i
Operation, there the Microcosm begins to produceva Generation; therefore this Concoction shouddrsstrange
to no Man. [EXAMPLE OF CORN] Corn is augmented ampened by the Elementary Fire of the Macrocosm; bu
by the Corporal Fire of the Microcosm a new Coctmid maturation is effected, that man may use ajuy ¢hat
Divine Gift for his sustentation, and by the sareefgct the Last and the Least, which is produceti®first and
the Greatest.

The true Oil ofAntimony of which the said stone of Fire is made, is abmeasure sweet, and from it's earth is in
such wise purged and separated, as if a Glassffitilbe exposed to the Sun, its casts forth varand wonderful
Rays (as if many fiergpeculumsvere there present) resembling a Ruby and othkru@ Now attent O lover of
Art and Truth, and hear what | shall teach.

[ITS PREPARATION] Take in the Name of the Lord,tbé Minera of Antimony which grew after the Rising of the
Sun, and Salt Nitre, of each equal Parts; grinchteabtily and mix them; burn them together with aderate Fire
very artificially and warily; for in this the prifgal Part of the Work consists. Then you will hamatter inclining
to Blackness. Of this matter make Glass, grind @lass to a subtile Powder, and extract from ihigih red
Tincture with sharp distilled Vinegar, which is neadf it's propeiMinera. Abstract the Vinegar in B.M. and a
Powder* will remain, which again extract with Spiof Wine highly rectified, then some feces will pet down,
and you will have a fair, red, sweet Extractionjahhis of great Use in Medicine. This is the putdpBur of
Antimony which must be separated as exactly as is possible

*Take heed, take heed, O Lover of Chymistry, legiibyFire, you burn the Wings of your Bird, whithth now
raised itself to the top of Mountains. Few words aufficient to the Intelligent, there is no neadhtulcate the
same things often, our careful Father Basilius dbit often enough.

If of this Extraction you have one pound two ountz® of the Salt cAntimony as | taught you to prepare it, four
ounces and on them pour the Extraction, and ciredkeem, for a whole Month at least, in a Vessdl elesed, and
the Salt will unite itself with the Extracte®llphurt If Fecesbe put down, separate them, and again abstract the
Spirit of Wine by B.M. The Powder which remains @ngith vehement Fire, and not without admiratioli @éme
forth a varicoloured sweet Oil, grateful, pellueidd red. Rectify this Oil again in B.M. So thabaith part of it
may be distilled, and then it is prepared.

This Operation being completed, take liviidercury of Antimony which | taught you how you should make, and
pour

*This word, our Mercury, which hath so often rendiigste ambiguous, is also here to be understoodf fau
take not the true Mercury of Philosophers, you dthimg. Whosoever he be, that shall candidly tell this, he will
be to you Pylades, and you to him Orestes, andmpthill be more pleasant to me in Life, then tim jmyself to
you, as a third Sociate in Friendship.

upon it red Oil of Vitriol made upon Iron, and highectified. By Distillation in Sand remove thelBgm from the
Mercury, then you will have a precious Precipitate, indmlsuch, as never was any more grateful to thietShad
in Chronical Diseases and open Wounds, it may tatdff be used for recovering tReistine Sanity For it
vehemently dries up all Symptomatical Humors, wieellartial-Diseases proceed; in which the Spirithef Oil,
which remains with th&lercury, and conjoins and unites itself thereto, poweyfbklps.



Take this precipitate, and of the Superior SweebOAntimony,equal parts, pour these together into a Phial, lwhic
well closed set in convenient heat, and the Priatgiwvill in time resolve and fix itself in the OAlso the Phlegm
by the Fire will be consumed, and what remains brexa Red, dry, fixed and fluid* Powder which wibtrin the
least give forth from itself any Fume.

*Far hence, far hence ye Prophane, and you thatratiated in the Sacred Mysteries of Chymistry kedgnce. Let
the King enter into his Bed-Chamber, that he maysammmate his Marriage.

O tua te quantis attollet Gloria rebus,

Connubio tali!

Yet make not too much hast to enter, or disturb Meatrimonial Conjunction, let them for many Monttedight
themselves with their mutual Embraces, and nobgb funtil from their mutual Love they be changao an
Hermaphroditic Body, and have produced that Soirel@y all, if not a King of Kings, yet at leasRa&gulus or
Ruler, which delivers his Subjects from Diseasak@cessity.

Now my Follower, and Disciple of Arcanums, | wipeak after a Prophetic manner. When you have btoughr
Philosophic Studies (in the Method by me presciitbedhis end, you have the Medicine of Men andd#gtwhich
is grateful and Sweet in use, without all perilsipenetrative, yet causeth not Stools, it induéhendation, and
expells Evil. Use it as is fit, and it will yieldoy many Commodities, both for health and tempogakssity; by
which means you will be freed from want in this Momvhich is a thing of so great Moment, as no Biaerof
Gratitude can be found sufficient to answer thita of GOD showed to you.

Here, O myGOD, | as a Religious Man am troubled in Mind; and\wknmot whether | do well or ill, whether in *
speaking | have exceeded or not reached the duedBpwhilst | propose, and show to everyone, a®ie, his
proper House. Do thou, that art a young FolloweArtf inquire, search and try, as | have donepifi attain your
End, give greatest thanks®0DD, and after him to me your Master. But if you taside into devious and by-paths,
blame yourself, not me; for | am not guilty of ydemror.

*Qur Author judgeth himself to have spoken too mifiginu also think the same, you will rejoice is Badness. Yet
it is strange, that no Man can contribute a littlight to this Philosophy, but he presently repents.

Now | have said enough, and writ enough, and tasgtiearly and openly, and plainly, as more matlifeor
clearly cannot be done by Writing, unless somedaost rash Man, knowing and willingly would cast batf into
Hell, to be there Submerged and Perish: Becaustheb@reator of all Things we are most severelhimited
further to unlock these Mysteries, or to eat of Thee which was planted in the midst of Paradiseré&fore here |
will desist, until Others show, what is here todeme by Me, and what they judge is to be omitted, say no more
of this, but pass to its Use.

[ITS USE, DOSE, ETC]

Therefore know, that the Use consists in Obsermaifdhe Person and his Complexion, with relatmmhat
appertains to Humane Health, that Nature be natpovesred with too great a Quantity, or not helpgddm small.
Yet too much is not so Religiously to be feared;ifavill not readily hurt; because it helps to oger the pristine
Sanity, and fights against Venom, if any be inBlogly. This | only add, three or four grains ofgityen in one only
Dose, are sufficient for expelling every Evil, dken in Spirit of Wine. For this Stone or Tinctpasseth through all
the Members of the body, and contains in itselfMireues of manyArcanums It remedies the Giddiness of the
Head, and all Diseases, which have their Origir@hfthe Lungs. It cures difficulty of Breathing,cathe Cough;
the Leprosy anéfrench Diseas@re amended by it, in a wonderful manner. The,Basindices, Dropsies and all
kinds of Fevers, are often cured by it, Likewisexpels Venom taken. It profits those, who havenkraPhiltrum

or Love-potion: it confirms all the Members, Braktiead, and all things depending thereon. It héipsStomach
and Liver; heals all Diseases, which proceed frioenReins; cleanseth the impurity of the Blood. Alsis Tincture
of Antimony breaks the Stone of the Bladder to Powder; apélixit; it provokes Urine, when stopped Biatus’s.
It restores the vital Spirits, cures Suffocatioritef Matrix, makes the Menstrues flow if stopped atays them if
inordinate. It causeth Fruitfulness, and makesSéhed sound, and available for Generation, bothaméh and in
Men. Lastly, this Stone of Fire inwardly taken (genient Plaisters being also outwardly applied)stee Cancer,
Fistula’s, Rotteness in the Bones, and all cormgdlicers, and whatsoever takes beginning fromtiygutity of the
Blood, also the Disease itself call®dli me tangereAnd that | may comprehend all in few Words, tBtene, like a
Particular Tincture, is a * Remedy against all Syonms, which can happen to the Humane Body. All Wwhic
Experience will very clearly demonstrate to youd apen the way further to you, if you be a Physicizlled by
GODto that Office.

*Here the Medicinal Virtues are spoken of at lariger Basilius supposeth Thee not to be defiled Wi¢hFilths of
Avarice, but splendid in the Light of Charity, amarning with a Desire of helping thy Neighbour|deling him
discovering thse Secrets. Now farewell, O LoveZlofmistry, and if thou, hast gained any Light, eitirom the
Interpretation of Basilius, or my Commentaries,osnit, and communicate the same to the Sons oftrat,



Philosophy oppressed for so many Years with tledlénable Yoak of Avarice, may at length be revj\at a
return be of those times of Egyptians, in whiclsfegistus and so many wise Magi, Philosophizegvitbtempty
denominations, but with wonderful Works.

In these, | think | have done my part, and writ entiren sufficiently oAntimony If any One follows me, he may
add his own Experiences to these, that (with thguar favour olGOD) before the consummation of the World, the
Mysteries of the most High may be revealed, ta@i@y and honour, and the Conservation of healtvihy
finished this Discourse, | intend for a time todilent and return to my Monastery, there to lednitoBophy further,
that | may be able to comment of other Thigns antrave already promised, | shal@D willing) write of

Vitriol, common Sulphur, and the Loadstone, andnofheir Principle, Powers, Operations, and Virtues.

Let GOD the Lord of Heaven and Earth grant to usgeral Health here, and hereafter Eternal Salvationthe
Refreshment of our Souls, in the Seas of Joy aadn®ts, never to be limited within any Boundsnoé tiAmen.
Thus | conclude this Treatise Ahtimony and all whatsoever | have written of the ReddDi\ntimony which is
made of its Sulphur highly purified, and of the i8pivhich is prepared of its Salt. Incline youridito those, and
with them compare these last, which | have presdrjmu touching the Stone of Fire. If you acutepsider them,
you may easily find their Union unto the End, bistGomparation. For the Foundation is the sameR#w®son the
same, the Friendship the same, by which Healtagaired, and the Stag long sought taken with aspletaHunting.

FINIS.

Aphorisms of Urbigerus

Aphorismi Urbigerani, Or Certain Rules, Clearly denstrating the Three Infallible Ways of Prepariig iGrand
Elixir or Circulatum majus of the Philosophetsondon, 1690.

To our Dear Disciples, Honor'd Coadepts, and all WéiWishers to our Hermetic Art.

Finding you, dear Sons who have through our metiamed to the true knowledge of our first Mattegrthy to
receive our farther Instructions in the remaindehe Process, to extirpate all such Ambiguitiesyau may have
conceived in our Absence, to facilitate your Labarsd to precaution you in the bringing your Warkts Highest
Perfection. We here, according to your desire, s&o you, and for your sakes, to the Public halmost infallible
Rules, necessary for preventing of Errors in thesagUndertaking And tho you, ever - honored Co&jeuld
never yet so far prevail on yourselves as to canma&Resolution of presenting the World with thé Rractice of
this our Art, joined to the Theory, we are neveghe most certain, that we shall not receive anyriRend from
you for bringing to light these our Rules which e so penned, that even those, who know not ensoR, will
not only soon perceive, that all we have writterthie real Truth, clearly exhibiting both the Theand Practice of
the whole Hermetic Art, but also conclude, thasth®perations must of necessity have very oftesgubthrough
our own hands from our giving such positive Ruled efallible Instructions, elucidating all the madscure and
intricate Enigrns of time Philosophers, and warrtimgm of all the Accidents, that may happen isvtbeking of our
Subject. We are, we say, confident, you neithel, wilr can blame us for this: since you will easligcern, that our
Design is purely to instruct our Disciples, andvera all the Well-wishers to this most noble Adrfr being
imposed upon, and cheated, by any false pretendegtA to the end that those, who shall from th&riai
Benignity, by the help of these our Aphorisms, threowise, have received the blessed knowledge rofirsii
Matter, which is the very same in all our three svaf/producing the grand Elixir, may through these certain
Rules obtain the accomplishment of their Desires.

Having in our Travels fortuned to meet with somesBas of true Principles in Philosophy and Religiwe could
not but embrace them and instruct them towardgiiteer Perfection, which cannot be attained witttba true
knowledge of our Celestial Art. by which comprehiegdall the Mystery of Mysteries, we learn also himserve
God in Faith and Truth. And since we have no Obilgeto any living Soul for time knowledge, we pess, having
attained it all by the only Blessing of Almighty @on our Industry and Experiences being thereforeaae liberty
than those, who receive such a Favor from us, mesather Adept, 'tis our Determination, whenevemreet with
Persons so qualified, always to do the same. Whierdfeing at present in England though we are niv&af this
Kingdom we think it necessary to set forth theseAphorisms in the English tongue not in the lemibting, but
that the Knowing, minding only the sense, will §apardon any Impropriety, they may find in our Eggsions: and
when Providence shall carry us into any other Qgumte, having attained to some competent Knowlezfgaost



European Languages, shall again take care to putbiésn in the Speech of the Place, where we shathlat we
may the sooner obtain the effects of our Desirdschvaim at nothing, but the undeceiving of the Wdy setting
down certain and evident Marks, distinguishing\terthy from the Unworthy, and at the bringing of Vi leave
their unnecessary Forms, by instructing them irtthe way of Serving God, being the only meanstaer them
happy both in this World, and the next.

Aphorismi Urbigerani
Or Certain Rules, clearly demonstrating the Threemfallible Ways of
preparing the Grand Elixir of the Philosophers.

I. The Hermetic Science consists only in the righdwledge of the first Matter of the Philosopheltsiah is in the
Mineral kingdom not yet determined by Nature.

II. An undetermined Matter being the beginning bMetals and Minerals, it follows, that as sooraay one shall
be so happy, as to know and conceive it, he shallyecomprehend also their Natures, Qualities, Rraperties.
[ll. Although some Persons, possessed with fodlistions, dream, that the first Matter is to be fdumly in some
particular places, at such and such times of the, yad by the Virtue of a Magical Magnet; yet we most certain
(according to our Divine Master Hermes) that, ladiste Suppositions being false, it is to be fourahewhere, at all
times and only by our Science.
IV The Hermetic Art consists in the true Maniputetiof our undetermined Subject, which before it lbarbrought
to the highest degree of Perfection, must of néiyessdergo all our Chymical Operations.
V. Our Chymical Operations are these Amalgamatiolihation, Dissolution Filtration, Cohobation, Biation,
Separation, Reverberation, Imbibition, and Digestio
VI. When we call all these Operations ours, theyrast all to be understood according to the com@perations of
the Sophisters of Metals, whose Industry consishg in disguising of Subjects from their Form, ahdir Nature:
but ours are really to transfigure our Subject,cgiserving its Nature, Quality, and Property.
VII. This our Subject, after its having passed tlylo all those artificial Operations, which alwagstate Nature, is
called the Philosophers Stone, or the fifth Essefidédetals, being compounded of the Essence of thar
Elements.
VIII. Time Metals and Minerals, which Nature alrgaditermined, although they should be retrograderunning
Mercury Water, and Vapor; yet can they by no mdsntaken for the first Matter of the Philosophers.
IX. Our true and real Matter is only a Vapor, ingmated with the Metallic Seed, yet undeterminedatad by God
Almighty, generated by the Concurrence and Inflgeoictime Astrums, contained in the Bowels of tlaeth, as the
Matrix of all created things.
X This our Matter is called undetermined, becabsig a Medium between a Metal and a Mineral, axidd
neither of them, it has in it power to produce battcording to the Subject, it meets withal.
XI. Such a Metallic Vapor, congealed and nourisimetthe Bowels of the Earth. is called the undermjrend when
it enchants the Serpent with the Beauty of its ieechand additional Fire, the determined Greenagon of the
Philosopher and without the true knowledge andtridanipulation of it nothing can be done in our Art
XIl. This Green-Dragon is the natural Gold of tHal®sophers, exceedingly different from the vulgahjch is
corporeal and dead, being come to the period ¢fétéection according to Nature, and thereforepabée of
generating, unless it be first generated itseldbiyMercurial Water but ours is spiritual, andtigi having the
generative Faculty in itself, and in its own Nafward having received the Masculine Quality from @reator of all
things .
XIIl. Our Gold is called Natural, because it is totbe made by Art, and since it is known to ndng,the true
Disciples of Hermes, who understand how to sepdrétem its original Lump, 'tis called also Phitmghical; and if
God had not been so gracious, as to create thtsfilraos to our hand, all our Skill and Art in @enstruction of
the great Elixir would be in vain.
XIV. Out of this our Gold, or undetermined GreeraBon, without the addition of any other createdghi
whatsoever, we know how through our Universal Mensh to extract all our Elements. or Principles;essary for
the performance of our great Work: Which is Oustfivay of preparing the Grand Elixir and since this first
Chaos is to be had without any Expense, as costihgthe trouble of digging it out of the Mines,i$lis not unfitly
called the only way of the Poor.
XV The Operations in this our first way being imanner the same with those of our second, whicktisn we
join our determined Dragon with our Serpent, wdlgb@avoid Repetitions) in the subsequent Aphosgyive
Instructions for them both together.



XVI. Our Serpent, which is also contained in thenBts of the Earth, being of all created things \sbaver the
nearest subject of a Feminine Nature to our Dratwough their Copulation such an astral and miet8kiked,
containing our Elements, is also to be broughtfag can, though with somewhat more of Expenserand,
perform the whole Mystery of Hermes.

XVII. Since our Serpent is of all created things ttearest subject of Feminine Nature to our Dragba,is after her
Copulation to be taken for the Basis of our Phipdgcal Work: for out of her Bowels, without the pelf any other
Metal or Mineral ,we must draw our Principles oeiaents, necessary to our Work, being retrograddtey
Universal Menstruum.

XVIII. This Feminine Subject cannot be retrogradewless to free her from her Impurities, and Hegerneous
Qualities, she is first actuated by her Homogenemes, that she may be in better Capacity to redéi spiritual
Love of our Green Dragon.

XIX After our Serpent has been bound with her Chpemetrated with the Blood of our Green-Drago, driven
nine, or ten times through the combustible Fire the elementary Air, if you dc not find her todeeeding
furious, and extremely penetrating,, 'tis a sigat {fou do not hit our Subject, the Notion of thenkbgenea, or their
Proportion.

XX If this furious Serpent, after it has been diged by the Universal Menstruum, filtrated, evapeda and
congealed nine or ten times, does not come ovelQtoud, and turn into our Virgin Milk, or Metallargentin
Water, not corrosive at all, and yet insensiblyd avisibly devouring every thing, that comes nigdtis plainly to
be seen that you err in the Notion of our UniveMahstruum.

XXI. The Serpent, of which | now speak, is our tkvater of the Clouds, or the real Eagle and Meraiditye
Philosophers, greatly different from the Vulgar,iethis corporeal, gross, dead, and full of Hetenegeis Qualities,
and a Subject fallen from its Sphere, like unripgitfrom the Tree; but ours is spiritual, tranggay living, residing
in its own Sphere, like a King on his Throne

XXII. Though the vulgar Mercury is such an unripeif, corporeal, and dead; yea, if you know hovamealgamate
it with our Dragon, and to retrogradate it with theiversal Menstruum, you may assure your self, dlid of this
also you shall be able to prepare a Sophic Merawit, which you shall certainly produce the grebxig discover
the Secret of Secrets, unlock the most difficultksy and command all the Treasures in World.

XXIII. Our Mercury is called the Mercury of the Rtsophers, because it is a Subject, which is nbetéound
ready prepared to our hand : for it must of netgss made by our Philosophical Preparations, dthefirst
Chaos, and although it is Artificial, yet it is neally prepared, Nature, which is imitated in thregrration of it,
contributing likewise thereunto.

XXIV. Since our Subject cannot be called the figrpent of the Philosophers, nor have the powew@fcoming
any created thing, before it has received suctu¥iand Quality from our Green-Dragon, and the Usiake
Menstruum, by which itself is first overcome, dekexly and buried in their Bowels, out of which bebmyn again,
'tis made capable of the same, it follows, thahsu¥irtue of killing and vivifying is natural toun Dragon and the
Universal Menstruum.

XXV. The Universal Menstruum of the Philosopherthiat Celestial one, without which nothing can Ihar subsist
in this World: 'tis also that noble Champion, whadlivers time uncorrupted Virgin, Andromeda, whaswvith a
strong Chain fastened to the: Rock in the poweh@Dragon, of whole spiritual Love having admittéut fear of
being eternally ruined and devoured by him (whiohld not have been avoided, if this noble Champiac not
come to her assistance) She is to be deliveredaiild, which wilt be the Wonder of Wonders, anddigy of
Nature.

XXVIL. If our Virgin in her Confinement, before sh&set at liberty, does not manifest her extremauBewith all
her internal, divers, delicate natural Colors wafly charming, and very pleasant to the Eyejgh#ies, that she
has not sufficiently enjoyed the spiritual Compafiyhe Dragon.

XXVIL. If the Universal Menstruum has not totallglivered the Virgin from the Claws of the Dragdrisia sign,
either that she was not sufficiently free from Rieterogeneous Qualities, or that she had not reddiom the
external Heat a sufficient penetrating Qualityttat the Universal Menstruum was too weak to penfiis
Undertaking.

XXVIII. To know, whether the Amalgamation, Sublin@at, Dissolution, Filtration, Coagulation, and Dlistion
have been Natural and Philosophical, the whole Bddiie Serpent must come over spiritual and traresg,
leaving only some few and very light Feces at tbgdm, which can by no Art be reduced! - eitheoiatrunning
Mercury, or and other kind of metallic Substance.

XXIX. After all these above-mentioned Operationsg ahe Separation, if our Serpent, being amalgainaidn any
Metal, pure or impure, cannot suffer the Fusiomiiiltbe in vain for you to go any farther with for you may
assure your self, that you do not walk in the fPa¢hs of the Hermetic Art.



XXX. Our Philosophical Distillations consist only the right Separation of our Spiritual and MeralWater from
all its poisonous oily Substance, which is of ne asall in our Art, and from though Caput Mortuumhich is left
behind after the first Distillation.

XXXI. If after the first Distillation an exceedinglcorrosive and extremely penetrating red Oil doatsascend
(which as soon as it begins to appear in the NéthkeoRetort, the Receiver must be changed it Begmnihat the
Distillation has not been rightly performed, and@ynsequence, that the internal Fire of our metaliporous
Water, being burnt up, and corroded by its poissnéapor, and the outward Fire, is still mixed wttrand with the
Caput Mortuum.

XXXII'. In case you should commit so great an Eiirothe performance of this first Distillation, lattugh it will
never be in your power to prepare the Mercury Duplethe Philosophers, unless you should begimthele
World agar; from the very beginning; yet, if yowkaany farther Skill in our Art, you may easily pege our
Mercury Simplex, with which you will effect greamé miraculous things.

XXXIII. This blood red Oil with its only Fumes petnates every Part and Atom of all Metals and Mitgrand
principally of Gold out of which Dissolution one snaasily extract the right Tincture or Essence ‘itfhly
rectified Spirit of Wine, and bring it over the Afbic with it: which is indeed a great Medicine farmane Bodies.
XXXIV. A deep blood-red Tincture of excellent Vigus to be extracted also out of the above-menti@egput
Mortuum. accidentally and unfortunately intermixeith the internal Sulfur of our Mercurial Water,cawith the
red QOil, with highly rectified Spirit of Wine : witwhich after it has been evaporated to a Powdwibed, and
Philosophically digested, you may assure yourafftfaving the Medicine of Medicines, next to thearElixir, by
which you may, imperceptibly and quickly cure atts of Distempers, to the great Admiration. OfGdllenists,
and to the Astonishment of all Vulgar Chymists.

XXXV. The most part of the Philosophers, whilstitHatention was to go farther to the noblest Petitn of our
Celestial Art, either employed this red Oil brought Potability, for internal Medicines, or to estal Diseases
without any farther Preparation of it, till theychabtained the great Elixir.

XXXVI. If the Caput Mortuum has not the Magnetic &ity in attracting the Spiritus Mundi into itséibm the
Astrums, it is a sign, that at time end of the iéton of the red Oil the outward fire was so beint, as quite to
burn up the Magnet, which is contained in the fitstes of our Mercurial Water.

XXXVII. After the first Distillation, if the leasPart of the Virgin Mercurial Water can by any Ahatsoever be
brought to running Mercury, or any other kind dflatallic Substance, it is an evident sign, thatesithe Subject,
or its Preparation and Reduction into Water, hasdren real, natural, or Philosophical.

XXXVIII. The above-mentioned Spiritus Mundi, althglu of no use at all in this our great Work, is gejreat
Menstruum in extracting of Tinctures out of Meta&iinerals, Animals, and Vegetables, and in perfoigrgreat
things in the Art volatilizing all fixed Bodies, drprincipally Gold.

XXXIX. A great many Pretenders to the true Hermé&timwledge prepare Menstruums, to dissolve common
Mercury, and to turn it into Water several manrfeways, and by several additions of Salts, Sulfitstals, and
Minerals. but, since all those Preparations ardistipal, any one, expert in our Art, will be alidereduce it to its
running Quality again.

XL. The Quality of our Mercurial Water: being tolatlize all fixed Bodies, and to fix all those athare volatile,
fixing 1t self with those, that are fixed, accomglito the Proportion of it, dissolving its own Bodlyunites
inseparably with it, conserving always its own Qtied and Properties, and receives no Augmentditaom any
other created thing, but only from its crude Body.

XLI. Our Mercurial Water has such a sympathy with Astrums, that, if it is not kept very close, dtetmetically
sealed, it will in a very short time, like a wing8drpent, fly away in a wonderful manner to its dsyghere,
carrying along with it all the Elements and Prinegpof Metals, and not leaving so much as one sidgdp, or the
least remainder, behind.

XLIl. Several Pretenders to the Magical Sciencepare Magical Magnets, to draw from the Air, andttesy
pretend) from the Astrums such Menstruums, as tthiek necessary for she Production of the GreadirElut their
Magnets being compounded of several determinatgshalthough their Menstruums are great Dissodvget we
do on assured knowledge affirm that they can npegiorm any real Experiments in our Art.

XLIl. Some are of Opinion, that, unless the Operés Master in the Magical Science, and fundaminta
understands all its Experiments, he will never lble &y any other Art whatsoever to bring forth aogh things, as
can produce the Universal Elixir. Now, althoughdeenot deny, that the Magical Knowledge is requiedttain to
the highest degree of Perfection in all Sciencea; we are most certain, that it is not at all seagy to the
Formation of the Grand Elixir upon Animals, Metd&gecious Stones, and Vegetables.

XLIV. Our Virgin Milk, or Metallic Water, being braght to a perfect Spirituality, and excellent Diaphty, is
called the true Chaos of the Philosophers: foroftihat alone, without any addition of any createdartificially



prepared thing, we are to prepare and separdteeailements, which are required to the Formatioruo
Philosophical Microcosm.

XLV. To understand aright, how out of this our Chaee are to form our Philosophical Microcosm, westfisst of
necessity rightly comprehend the great MysteryRrateeding in the Creation of the Macrocosm: ihgei
extremely necessary to imitate and use the vergddathod in the Creation of our little one, that reator of all
things has used in the Formation of the great. One.

XLVI. When our Chaos or Celestial Water has pudfieself from its own gross and palpable Bodysitalled the
Heaven of the Philosophers, and the palpable Boel§arth, which is void, empty, and dark : Anduf ®ivine
Spirit, which is carried upon the face of the Watelid not bring forth out of the palpable Bodyttheecious
Metallic Seed, we should never be able by any Avatsoever to go on any farther with time perfeaafion of our
Microcosm according to our Intent.

XLVII. This Heaven of the Philosophers, after isteeparated itself from the Earth, containing chiloBophical
Seed, and the Magnet of our Salt of Nature, anoh fitte superfluous Waters, is called the Mercurypsém of the
wise men. for whosoever attains it, at the same tittains also the Knowledge and Power of retroggalilletals,
Minerals, &c. so as to reduce them to their firstrig), to perfect imperfect Bodies, and to vivifyadeones,
conserving always its own Property and Qualityt &eif, and to produce the Great Elixir accordinghe usual
ways of the Philosophers.

XLVIII. After we have separated the Water from thater, by which | mean the Mercurial Celestial Wditem the
superfluous Water, which is the Flegm, by the Biessf God and the Infusion of our holy Spirit, @e not in the
least doubt, but we shall be able to bring forthafwour Earth such Fruits and Subjects, with whighshall
certainly perform the whole Creation, carrying @ork to the highest Degree of Perfection.

XLIX. Our Mercurial Water being of the: same Brighss with the Heavens, and our palpable gross Bdugh
did separate it self from our Celestial Water. hgwhe same Properties and Quality with the Eadhe, but
Ignorance, will deny them to be the right Heaved &ine Earth of the Philosophers.

L. If, after the Separation of the Spirit from theperfluous Waters, the World, in which it is coméal, does not
appear mighty clear, and full of light, and of 8&me brightness with our Celestial Water, it ifga,shat the
Separation is not fully performed, the Spirit begtilj intermixed with the Waters.

LI. If in the space of nine or ten Weeks, or twadl&3ophical Months at longest, our Mercurial Watas not done
separating it self from all its own Earth contamthe Metallic Seed, it is an evident sign, that yave either erred
in the working of it, or that its Digestion, havibgen too violent, has confounded and burnt uptimeipal Subject
of the Creation.

LII. This Philosophic Earth, containing our prinalfBSubject, after it has been separated from alWWaters, is very
gently to be dried by some external Heat, to ftéem its extraneous Humidity, that it may be ipraper Capacity
to receive the Celestial Moisture of our Argentimdéf, to which it unites its most noble Fruits,hwithich our
Philosophical Microcosm is generated, nourished,saturated.

LIIl. If the Earth, after it has been reverberatedmected with our Celestial Moisture, does nosendy enrich our
Air with the divine expected Fruits, you must car@believe, that in the drying of it the exterriddat has been so
violent, as to burn up the internal Head and Natdithe Earth, and consequently spoil your Undéntalas to the
performance of the whole Mystery of the Creatiaigoading to the noblest, richest, shortest, mogirag and
secretest ways of the Philosophers.

LIV. In case the Earth should be totally destropgdhe violent external Heat, although it is mosttain, you
cannot carry on our noble Creation any farther \wtjthet if you know how to amalgamate our Mercsmplex
with your common Gold, which is dissolved, vivifiehd renewed by it, you may be sure of effecthegGreat
Elixir, although neither so quick. So natural, sorrich, as you might have done without it. Andtisiour third
way.

LV. The Amalgamation of our Mercury simplix with kanon Gold consists only in the right Proportiond &mthe
indissoluble Union of both, which is done withoutyaexternal Heat in a very short time, without whexact
Proportion and right Union nothing of any Momentdse expected from their Marriage.

LVI. Know then, that this right Proportion is teans of our Mercury simplex to one of your finestranon Gold in
filings, which is dissolved in it, like Ice in conan Water, after an imperceptible manner, and as asdhe
Dissolution is over, the Coagulation and Putretacpresently follow, which Effect, it you find ndtis a sign, that
the Mercury exceeds its due Proportion. Now wheur y&old has been thus well amalgamated, unitedefoed,
and inseparably digested with our Mercury simpi@y will then have only our Philosophical Sulfur,which time
one might easily have performed the whole Work,kivay without common: Gold.

LVII. Although our Mercury simplex is exceedinglgigtual and volatile, yet since it is the right éat, digesting
the Seed or Essence of all Metals and Mineraldllittwough undigested, naturally adhere to anthein although



corporeal, that shall come near it, and will ndeare it, unless it be forced away by the Testudjiokept in a great
Fusion for many hours.

LVIII. This Mercury simplex, which before its regoadation was of a Feminine Nature, and beforeftitall its own
Earth, was Hermaphroditic, being powerful in bo#x&s, is now become of a Feminine Quality agaid,atihough
it has lost the Masculine visible Fire. yet it lkamserved its own, which is invisible to us, anthwvhich it
performs visible Operations in digesting of impetfiletals, after its Determination with any of them

LIX. If this our Mercury (the Proportion rightly slerved) should be amalgamated with any imperfe¢alMieeing
first determined with a fixed one, it will regengrand perfect the same, not losing the leastdRadf its Virtue or
Quantity: Which Metal after the digestion of a Beidphical Month will (as most Philosophers teaahable to
resist all manner of Tryals, and will be far bettean any Natural one.

LX. The Determination of our Mercury simplex withyaof the fixt Bodies is to be done by dissolvingraall
quantity of Filings of red or white according t@t8olor and Quality of the Metal, that you destrerteliorate, and
if you do not err in the Separation and Union & 8Bubjects, you may assure your self of obtainow gesire after
a Philosophical Digestion.

LXI. To examine aright, whether the Mercury simpisxightly prepared, or come to its Perfectione amly Drop,
put upon a red-hot Plate of Copper, must whitéhrdugh and through, and must not part with ih@ligh brought
into a great Fusion: Which, if you find, it doeg,niobwill be a plain Demonstration, that eithemuydercury is not
well prepared, or that it has not yet done sepagatself from its own Earth.

LXII. If your Mercury simplex, put upon its own deg Earth, does not presently unite with the Essehbetals,
appearing deeper than any Blood, and shining leighein any Fire, which is a mark of the Receptibits own
internal Fire, and that the Eagle has suckt the®laf our Red Lion, it is an evident sign, that yave erred in the
Manipulation of the Earth.

LXIIl. This Mercury, thus impregnated with its Esse, or Sulphur of Metals, is called the Mercurpléx of the
Philosophers, which is of a far greater Qualityd &firtue than the simplex, with whose Imbibitiomsthe Salt of
Nature, after its being saturated with the simptb&,whole Mystery of the Creation of the PhilosophMicrocosm
is maintained and perfected.

LXIV. To know, whether your Mercury duplex is Phslaphically prepared, and sufficiently impregnatethis
own internal Natural Fire, put one single Droptaipon a red-hot Plate of fine Silver: and if thlv& is not by this
Drop penetrated through and through with a deepFiecture, enduring the greatest fire of Fusionyilt signifie,
that you either fail in the Preparation of it, bat you have not given it time enough to receif@leSaturation out
of its own Earth.

LXV. This deep-red Tincture, extracted out of otil&sophical Earth, is called our Sulphur, our gedited,
essentificated Gold, our internal elementary Firel our Red-Lion: for without its Help and Concuge our
Philosophical World cannot be nourished, digeste@dccomplished, being the right Ground, and treselce of
the whole work of our Creation.

LXVI. When the Earth has lost its Soul, the remaindf it is the true Magnet, attracting the SalNature from the
combustible Fire after a violent Calcination fovesal hours: which Salt, after its Purification ai@rification, is
called the clarifyed Earth or Salt of the Philosesh which, Uniting it self with our single and ddel Mercury,
after their Digestion, is called by our Master Hemthe Universal Spirit earthifyed.

LXVII. The Extraction, Purification, and Clarifidain of our Earth or Salt of Nature is to be perfedthby our
Mercury simplex: which being put upon the reverbeulaEarth, will presently draw to it self, and enit self with it,
yet separable by gentle Distillation, after whibk tlarifyed Salt of the Philosophers is at hand.

LXVIII. Although we use our Mercury simplex in tiextraction of its own Soul out of its Body, and foe
Clarification of the latter; yet, since it is a [asiophical and perpetual Menstruum, it loses nagtlahits connatural
Prerogatives, nor does in the least diminish inr@itig being our true Alkahest, as Paracelsusaag#d to call it.
LXIX. Those three Principles, or Elements of oura@$, perfectly separated from their Impurities, aralight to
their highest Perfection, are rightly called theethHerculean Works: for after the Preparatiorhefit all the Labor,
Trouble, and Danger will be past.

LXX. Some foolish Operators pretend, that our GEdadir is to be prepared in a very easie manned, \&ithout
any trouble at all, to whom we will with our Mastdermes, briefly answer, That such Impostors nekhew our
Matter, nor the right Preparation of it. Yet wertat deny, but any Healthy Person, of what Age sobeemay be,
may understand all our Herculean Labors, necessdahe Performance of it.

LXXI. These our Operations are therefore calledddiran in respect to the rest of the Work, whicéxseeding
easie, and without the least Trouble or Dangend#ir that reason called Childrens Play, becauSkila or a
Woman, that has any Sense, may easily work itbaimg it to the highest Perfection, according te 8aying of all
true Philosophers.



LXXII. Although all those above-mentioned Operasare, according to the common Opinion of the RBbihders,
esteemed difficult, and dangerous; yet we can wpmrConscience assure you, that we have our seléakithout
the help of any Creature living prepared them alaacommon Kitchin Fire, as is very well known &veral
Coadepts, our Friends, who could not but admireagopatove of our Industry.

LXXIIl. No true Adept or perfect Artist can denyubthat the whole Work of the Great Elixir may frahe very
beginning to the end be performed on one only Fagnia one only sort of Vessel, and by one onl\sBemlone, at
a very small charge.

LXXIV. Some Impostors would perswade the Vulgasatt®old, Silver, and many other Ingredients areiireg to
the making of the Grand Elixir according to our lesib ways: which the Doctrines of all the Philoseysh and our
own infallible Rules clearly shew to be false: ttg most certain, that we neither use any of thejredients, nor
yet any Silver or Gold, (unless, as we have meatipin our third way) till we come to the Fermeiaatof our
Elixirs.

LXXV. We do with all true Philosphers assure ydattall things, necessary for our Philosophical kybesides
the Fewel, Vessels, and some new Instruments, dieigo the Furnace, are to be purchased for lessthe
Expence of one single Guinea, and that every wlaee at all times of the year.

LXXVI. Since neither Gold nor Silver is to be usadall in the Formation and Cibation of our Philpkizal Work,
it follows, that the old and common saying of sofghors, viz. That without working with Gold 'ti;mampossible
thing to make Gold, proved to be only a false Notd Men, who understand not our Art.

LXXVI. When our Herculean Works are brought to Retfon, which is, when our three Principles, omdats are
prepared, purifyed and perfected, unless the Riplusal and unseparable Union of them is exacttfopmed, the
Great Mystery of our Creation is not to be expected

LXXVIII Our Principles or Elements being broughtamerfect and unseparable Union and Digestias cidlled
the Triple Mercury of the Philosophers, which befimished, the whole Creation and Formation of wark is
crowned.

LXXIX All our Work of the Creation from its very Bgnning to its perfect End may, on our certain klexlg, be
perfected in less than nine Months by any skilfud aareful Artist, that follows our Rules, unlessng Accident
should happen in the Preparation of our Herculeanké/ which to prevent, we wrought them our selfimearthen
Vessel, which we count far better and surer than@ass, and which is most agreeable to the Peaofithe most
ancient Philosophers.

LXXX. Before you come to the Union of your Elementeur clarifyed Earth is before all things to bhigested in a
moderate and continual Heat of Ashes, to freeinfany unnatural Moisture, that it might have ated after its
Purification, to be in a fit Capacity to receiveuydercury simplex, by which it is to be nourishiadts Infancy.
LXXXI. If your clarifyed Earth, after it has beelggsted the space of a whole Month, does not appeaeding
dry, subtil, and frangible, it will signifie, thgbu have failed in the Purification or Clarificatiof it, or that the
external Moisture, it had attracted, is not yetgdifrom it.

LXXXII. Take great Care, that you do not begin ydubibitions of your Earth, before you find it te lvery well
purifyed, clarifyed, dryed, and brought to be vsuptil, and extremely frangible: for it would beeat Detriment
as well to your Work, as to your Mercury; and, aitgh it should not spoil your Work, yet it would teeyou a great
loss of Time.

LXXXIII. After our clarifyed Earth had been brougtat a perfect Purity, Dryness, and Frangibilityisito be
imbibed with the eighth part of our Mercury simplex Virgins Milk, which will in a very short timbe soaked into
it, as into a Sponge, which shews the hungry Stiateir Infant, and then the Fire is to be continuéithe Infant is
hungry again.

LXXXIV. If in the space of two or three days, omig at the farthest, the Infant does not shewlittsébe extreme
hungry by becoming very dry and frangible agaimiit become an evident sign, that you have overedrby your
excessive feeding of it.

LXXXV. Great care is to be taken also in the fegdiri the noble Infant: for if you do not well obgerall our
infallible Rules, you will never be able to brirtga a perfect Maturity: for in the Notion and Poation of our
Imbibitions, and the Management of them, the proggeand unfailable End of our Work is to be expéct
LXXXVI. 'Tis always to be observed, that the Firevery moderate, as long as you are making youibitins,
for fear or forcing any part of your Mercury to \esthe Earth: for as a moderate Heat makes thenlbebwveen the
Soul and the Body, and perfects all the Work: sthencontrary a too Violent Heat disunites and rdgstall.
LXXXVII. The Infant being dry, the Imbibition is tbe repeated again, and this Method is to be wsgilthe
Matter has received its weight of the Mercury: &ich time if you do not find it to flow like Waxna be whiter
then any Snow, and very fixt, you must proceed wthr Imbibitions, until you perceive the same.



LXXXVIII. The Imbibitions are not to be made anytioér, than once every three or four days, in whiicie you
will find your Matter, having soaked up all your kery, to be in great want of Food, which must bemyed, until
it be saturated: the Mark of which will be, whefléws like Wax again.

LXXXIX. Your Matter being brought to a perfect Flisdity, uncomparable Whiteness, and unalterableéness,
know then, that you have perfectioned the whit&iElivhich, being fermented with fine Silver in iRigs, will be in
a Capacity to transmute all inferior Metals inte finest Silver in the World.

XC. Before the white Elixir is fermented with comm8ilver, you may multiply it, as well in Virtuesan Quantity,
by the Continuation of Imbibitions with the Mercusiymplex, by which it may by Degrees be broughtrdichitum
in its Virtue.

XCI. The white Elixir being brought to its DegreEMaturity, desiring to go on to its highest DegrddPerfection,
instead of fermenting it with Silver, it must béated with its own Flesh and Blood, which is thelle Mercury,
by which it being nourished, multiplyed in Qualapnd Quantity, and digested, the whole Work is aqiisined.
XCII. As soon as the first Imbibition is made, ywill see a great Alteration in your Vessel: forrhevill be
nothing seen but a Cloud, filling the whole spatthe Vessel, the fixt being in controversie witie tvolatil, and
the Volatil with the fixt. The Volatil is Conquerait the beginning, but as last by its own intefie¢, conjoyned
with the external, both are united, and fixed irzsaply together.

XCIII. Itis to be observed, that the Glass Vesa#lich must be oval, with a Neck half a foot loagd very strong,
be of a fit bigness, and of such Capacity, that ydatter, when it is put into the Vessel, may takeonly the third
part of it, leaving the other two vacant: for,tifhould be too big, it would be a great hinderangegerforming the
Work, and if too little, it would break into a thgand pieces.

XCIV. After you have cibated the noble Elixir wiglour double Mercury, before it can come to its petrf
Fixedness, it must of necessity wander througthellStates and Colours of Nature, by which we @jadg its
Being and Temperament.

XCV. The constant and essential Colors, that apipetiie Digestion of the Matter, and before it cant®a
Perfection, are three, viz. Black, which signifies Putrefaction and Conjunction of the Elementkijté/ which
demonstrates its Purification; and Red, which destrates its Maturation. The rest of the Colorst #ppear and
disappear in the Progress of the Work, are onlidaatal, and unconstant.

XCVI. By every Cibation of its own Flesh and BlodRegeneration of its Colors, and Digestion, tharbfwvill
grow stronger and stronger, that at last beingy aiturated and digested, it is called the Graairkif the
Philosophers, with which you will be able to penfipiWonders is all the Regions, as well Animal, daséval, and
Vegetable.

XCVII. When your Elixir is brought to a Fluxibilityand a perfect Fixedness, if you desire to maledicine upon
Metals, you must determinate or ferment it with coom Gold in Filings, in which Determination it wilitrify, and
then you will have an incomparable Medicine, capdbltransmute all imperfect Metals into the p@std,
according to the Doctrine of all the Philosophénsugh our self never designed any thing, but aveusal Remedy
for the Cure of all curable Diseases, incident tortdn Bodies, as is well known to our Friends, waeehenjoyed
the Benefit of these our Labors.

XCVIII. 1t is to be observed in the Fermentatidmat the Elixir exceed not the Ferment in Quanttherwise the
Sponsal Ligament of it cannot be actually perfornad when the Ferment is predominant over tharE&i will
be presently turned into dust.

XCIX. The best Method of Fermentation is to take part of the Elixir, and put it into the midstteh parts of
Gold in Filings, cast through Antimony, to fredridm all its Impurities, and to keep it in a ciraty Fire for the
space of six Hours, so increasing the Fire by Degyréhat the last two hours it be in a good Fusiod, when cold,
you will find all your Matter exceeding frangiblend of the Color of the Granate-Stone.

C. Common Mercury, amalgamated with Lead, is calitite most proper Subject for making Projectionictvh
being in Fusion, your fermented Matter being didideto three parts, one part of it rolled, in Wexto be flung
upon the Amalgam: then presently cover the Cructme continue the Fire, until you hear the Noisthe
Separation and Union: then the second and thirg gasubefore, and being kept for two hours in &iooal Fire of
Fusion, let it cool by it self.

Cl. Whoever shall presume to prepare the GreatrEocording to our most Secret Ways without foliogvand
observing all these our infallible Rules, will artly find himself mightily mistaken at last, hagiafter a great deal
of Troubles, Charges, and Pains, reaped nothin®isabntent; and on the contrary they, that shalkvin our true
and infallible Paths, shall with very little Trogbdnd Expences attain to their desired End, whigleavdially wish
to all those, who are sincere well-wishers to tleerhktic Philosophy.



Circulatum Minus of Urbigerus

Circulatum minus Urbigeranum, or the Philosophi&idiir of Vegetables, with The Three certain Walys o
Preparing it, fully and clearly set forth on Onedamhirty Aphorisms. By Baro Urbigerus. A ServanGeofd in the
Kingdom of Nature. Experto Credeondon, Printed for Henry Faithorne, at the Ras8t. Paul's Church-yard,
1690. Contained iAphorismi Urbigerani..London, 1690.

To all True Lovers of the Hermetic Philosophy.
Having in our Precedent Aphorisms clearly delivesadh infallible Rules and Instructions, as areessary for
producing our Grand Elixir, or Circulatum majusg tbnly real Secret of the true Adepts, commandirgjlithe
Kingdoms of Nature, which will, we question not, feeless pleasing to all other lovers of Scienttess) to our
Disciples; and being farther inclined fully to imfo them, how to preserve themselves and othererieqt Health
by obviating any Distemper, that may otherwise oware them, before they can attain to the Accompiesfit of
their Desires: We have thought it convenient toanmjikewise to them our three several ways of mgldaur
Vegetable Elixir, or Circulatum minus, which may firepared, and brought to its utmost Perfectiahénspace of
a Philosophical Month by any skilful Artist, whoadhcomprehend and follow our certain Directioragdldown in
these our subsequent Aphorisms, where the whol&kWao evidently demonstrated, that none, whwés so little
versed in Chymistry, can be liable to mistake. Nowe any way doubt, but all those, who shall witkincere and
upright Intention peruse these our plainly-writégphorisms, will find themselves obliged to blessmdhty God
for his infinite Mercy in having inspired us to aptheir Eyes, that they may see, what is requisitéheir present
Health, and future Happiness, both which we hegantish to every one, who, as becomes a true Phlueg
unfeignedly loves God and his Neighbor.

Circulatum minus Urbigeranum,
or the Philosophical Elixir of Vegetables,
with The Three certain Ways of Preparing it.

I. Our Circulatum minus is only a specificated Elidelonging to the Vegetable Kingdom, by whichheiut any
Fire, or further Preparation of the Vegetablescame in a Moment extract their true Essence, coimigitiheir
Virtue, Quality, and Property: which is a great @tigal Curiosity, performing Wonders in the Practiéd?hysick,

and in demonstrating some Works of Nature.
[I. We call it Circulatum, because, tho ever s@nftised in any Extraction, or Chymical Experimehatever, it
loses nothing of its Quality, or Property: whichai®rerogative, pertaining to the Universal Eligalled also the
Circulatum majus, because it commands in all theetiKingdoms of Nature; whilst this, being resteairio one
only Kingdom, is for that reason called Minus.
[ll. Out of Diana's undetermined Tears, when Appbihs appeared, after the Separation of the tHeznadats,
Determination, Digestion and glorious Resurrectiga,can, without the Addition of any other creaitaidg,
prepare this our determined Elixir: Which is thestfi noblest, and secretest way of the Philosophers
IV. The Determination of our Diana's Tears consistly in their perfect and indissoluble Union witte fixt
Vegetable Earth, philosophically prepared, purifi;ad spiritualized: for the love of which they éweced to leave
their first universal undetermined Property, anctlo¢hed with a determined particular one, whicheiguired to this
our Circulatum Minus.
V. Our second way of preparing this our Vegetabigids by a right Manipulation of a Plant of tieblest Degree,
standing by itself, or supported by others: after Preparation of which, and its Putrefaction, Ré&dun into an Oil,
Separation of the three Principles, with their fieation, Union, and Spiritualization, the wholetisbe turned into
a spiritual ever-living Fountain, renewing everam| that shall be plunged into it.
VI. The third and common way is only a Conjunctadra fixt Vegetable Salt with its own volatil sulpteous Spirit,
both to be found ready prepared by any vulgar Chirand since in their Preparation the purest Sujpfontaining
the Soul, has suffered some Detriment by theitbeatg philosophically manipulated, they cannotrizeparably
joined without a sulphureous Medium, by which tloellSeing strengthened, the Body and Spirit are #iisough it
made capable of a perfect Union.
VII. The proper Medium, requisite for the indisdoles Union of these two Subjects, is only a sulpbuseand
bituminous Matter, issuing out of a plant, livingdead, which is to be found in several parts efWorld, and is
known to all manner of sea fishermen (the Copawiariind to be the best, and after that the Italiag)which, after
it has been separated from its feculent parts girmur Universal Menstruum, all the Pores and Atofithie fixt



Vegetable Salt, which is extremely fortified bybging dilated, it is made capable of receivingitg Spirit, and
uniting itself with it.

VIII. To fortify the Sulphur, and open the Poregioé Salt, no other Method is to be used, but tulimthe same
with the bituminous Matter in a moderate digestileat, as if one would hatch Chickens, and as thegaws dry,
the Imbibitions are to be repeated, until you fingb fully saturated that it refuses to imbibe amyre of the Matter.
IX. In the Course of Imbibitions the whole Masstdeast nine or ten times a day to be stirred wigpatula, or
some other Instrument of dry Wood, by which retedaMotion, the bituminous Matter receives a bdttgress into
the Body, and perfects its Operation the sooner.

X. Great care is to be taken, that in the perforreasf the Imbibitions, no kind of Soil or Dust faito your Matter,
for the prevention of which your Vessel may be kaptered with a Paper, prickt full of holes, or anlyer suitable
Covering, and that nothing come near it, whichiteswn internal Sulphur: for the Pores of the ®aihg very
much dilated and opened, it may easily determiw@dfito any other Subject, and so spoil your Uralent.

Xl. If in three, or four Weeks time at farthestuydixt Vegetable Salt does not manifest its fudk@ation, it will
certainly be in vain for you to go on any furthathiit: for you may assure yourself, that you eithe in the Notion
of the Salt or of the real sulphureous Mediumnathe Management of the Imbibitions.

XIl. When your Imbibitions are fully performed, yo8alt will then be in a convenient readiness tenee its own
Spirit, by which it is made volatil, spiritual, txaparent, and wonderfully penetrating, entring sadden into the
Pores and Particles of every Vegetable, and sépaiata moment their true Essence or Elements.

XIII. Although the Salt is fully prepared for theeBeption of its own Spirit, yet unless you well e the right
Proportion of them (which is, that the volatil alyggpredominate over the fixt) you will never beeatd make any
perfect Union between these two Subjects, contra@uality, though not in Nature.

XIV. Before you begin your Distillations and Cohaioas, after the Addition of the Vegetable Spiaditits own Salt,
a Putrefaction of eight to ten days is to precedeing which time, the sulphureous Spirit, streegid by the
bituminous Matter, and finding its Salt fit for Janction with it, has the power to enter into its&s, to facilitate
its Volatilization, and Union.

XV. If after six or seven Distillations and Coholoaits of the distilled upon the Remainder, you dofimal your
Spirit to be extremely sharp, and the Remaindénérbottom altogether insipid, it will be an evitl&ngn, that you
fail in the true knowledge of the Vegetable Spinihich, being exceeding volatil, has in its Natpoaver to
volatilize its own Body, and unite itself insepdsaWith it, finding it capable of its Reception.

XVI. It is to be observed, that in the Progresgair Distillations the sulphureous Medium doesindhe least
ascend: for as it is a real Medium, concurringrideuthe Body with the Spirit, before the Spiriieation of the
Body, and without the Concurrence of which no parténion of these two Subjects is to be expectedirsthe
contrary in the Progress of the Work its Concureewould be highly disadvantageous to them both,tatadly
subvert your Operation.

XVII. The ascending of the sulphureous Medium, whien Spirit begins to carry over its own Body, tote itself
inseparably with it, evidently and certainly siges, that you do not regulate your Fire, as yowkhand that,
instead of giving a gentle vaporous Heat to fat#itthe Union, you give a violent one to destroy it

XVIII. When your Salt is brought to its perfect 8pialization, and real Union with its own Volati&pirit, then you
will have in your power your Circulatum Minus, oelfetable Elixir, and Menstruum, with which you vii# able
to perform wonders in the Vegetable Kingdom, sejragan a moment not only their Principles or Elerss but
also at one and the same Operation the Pure frernmtpure.

XIX. If into this your Vegetable Elixir you put argreen Vegetable, shred in pieces, it will in ldemn half a quarter
of an hour without any external Heat putrify, amdgipitate itself into the bottom quite dead, (vwhis nothing but
the cursed Excremental Earth) and on the top wilirsa yellow Oil, containing the Salt and Sulphamd the Elixir
will be of the Color of the Plant, comprehendirgy\tegetable Spirit; which if it does not, 'tis grsithat your
Operations have not been Philosophical.

XX. Only one drop of this yellowish Oil, given ini@empers according to the Virtue and Quality,ilatited to the
Plant, every Morning and Evening in a Glass of Woreany other convenient Vehicle, will infallibhnd insensibly
cure those Distempers, and corroborate the vitgit§gf constantly taken to purify the Blood iitkly and
infectuous Times.

XXI. If you put Coral into this Menstruum, you wilee an admirable Experiment: for although its ®are
compacter, than in any other Vegetable; yet it @illa sudden transmit its internal Spirit into khenstruum, and
sending its Soul and Body, like a blood-red Oithie Top, will at last fall to the Bottom like a gigh Excrement.
XXII. If Myrrh, Aloe, and Saffron, of each an equ@lantity, are put into this Menstruum, the trUgstir
Proprietatis (as Paracelsus terms it) which is atrarcellent Cordial, and almost of as great Effycand Virtue, as



the Universal Elixir itself, and curing all curalidéstempers, will presently swim on the Top, asddaput
Mortuum will separate itself into the Bottom.

XXIIl. This Vegetable Menstruum dissolves not oalysorts of Gums, or any other kind of Substamctné
Vegetable Kingdom, but also all sorts of Oils araldams, coming out of Trees, separating theirEssence, by
which you may perform wonderful things both upaing Bodies, and dead ones, the last of whichaéserves
forever without opening or any further Preparatbthem.

XXIV. Though this Menstruum is only specificatedaumpVegetables, it will nevertheless in a momentaditze
Tincture out of Metals and Minerals; but it will rgeparate all their Principles, not being the appate
Menstruum for such Operations; and though suchisutpare highly balsamic for the Lungs and Splgensince
our Elixir Proprietatis far exceeds those praetdural Preparations, we only give this as a curf®ligmical
Experiment.

XXV. Since this Vegetable Menstruum is Eternal, youst observe, that you lose nothing of its QuamtitQuality
in separating of it from the Oil, and Spirit of tlegetable, which is done by a gentle DestillatmBalneo
vaporoso, the Vessel being very well luted and dityefore. The Menstruum, coming over with the Flegrthe
Vegetable, from which it is by a Destillation inlBao to be separated for farther uses, leaves itrat e Bottom,
united with its own Spirit, which will easily go ewin any common Heat, not leaving any thing beliinghich is a
Mark of its Spiritualization, Purification, and Rageration, that it has receiv'd from the Menstruum.

XXVI. Out of this Oil or Essence of your Vegetalsie prepared, or by any other Philosophical wayw@save
mentioned in our second Manner of making this dixirftif you know how to putrify it naturally withut any Fire,
and to separate all our Principles out of it, puini§ and uniting them inseparably together, beihghade spiritual
and transparent, you will then have out of thioseicRegeneration the greatest Arcanum in the Waddjpon
Vegetables, so also upon Minerals and Metals, éx@efd and Silver.

XXVII. If this regenerated Essence be determineith wir first Matter, it will then be in a Capaciigdically to
dissolve all sorts of Metals or Minerals, and pifadly Gold, which is imperceptibly dissolved in like Ice in
common Water, and can never be separated commaha@aln, neither by Destillation, nor Digestiont ofi
which, after a Philosophical Digestion, Separatibthe three Principles, with their Purificationnion, Digestion,
and third Regeneration, you may prepare the grealidth of Medicins, of equal Virtue and Quality vithe Grand
Elixir upon human Bodies, and with our Medicine glex, upon Metals or Minerals.

XXVIII. The determinating this regenerated Menstruwith our first Matter is to be performed by its
Amalgamation with it, in which the Vegetable Memstm, drawing out of it all its Qualities and Praies, and
uniting them with its own, is made capable of thme Virtue and Property, as our Mercury simplexigsolving
and volatilizing every created thing, that shalingonear it.

XXIX. Some are of Opinion, that both the Elixirs yniae produced out of several determined thingsjuaman
Excrements, May-dew, (which they call also theimgeuum from above, or Water from the Clouds) &cabso
that the Grand Elixir may be prepared out of thisany other Vegetable regenerated Menstruum;ibcé sve
know, that such Menstruums, which they call théiilddophical Mercury, although they may dissolve &olatilize
Metals, yet cannot meliorate any of them, this Blisson and Volatilization being neither naturalrithilosophical,
we therefore with good Reason judge all those @pmio be only false Suppositions and ill-grounded
imaginary Notions.

XXX. We with our Divine Master Hermes, absoluteffiran, that, Almighty God having, after he had cexhall
things, commanded every one of them to procredtefdats own kind, our Elixirs are not to be pro@dcby any of
those sophistical ways, as we have fully made appabese and our precedent Aphorisms, in whichhae given
ample Instructions for the preparing the UniveEalir out of our undetermined Matter, and the sfieated one
out of the Root of Vegetables.

XXXI. Out of the true Affection and Charity, we hafor all Lovers of Arts, we advise every one, vehall desire
to prepare either of these our Elixirs, only tddal our Infallible Rules, being the Compendium loé twhole
Practice and Theory according to all true Philogsphand not to mind any other: for some havingvdedd things
by Hearsay, others from Reading, and very few fto@ir own Practice, they may easily be imposed wgrah
deluded by any Pseudochymist or pretended Adept.

Experto Crede.

Urbigerus - frontispiece engraving

There is an interesting engraved frontispiecaghorismi Urbigerani....London, 1690. At the end of the book is
an explanation of the symbolism on this engraving.



A Postscript, containing An Explanation of the Figue, prefixt to the Aphorismi Urbigerani.

Having in our One Hundred and One Aphorisms sopersusly laid open all the Difficulties, and so@yntaught
the compleat Theory and Practice of the whole HécnMystery, that any ingenious Lover of Chymistvill not
only be enabled to understand the most abstrusmggiof the Philosophers, but also to effect agal Experiment,
which is to be expected in the Progress of our SialeArt; and yet being apt to believe, that suachare not our
Disciples, may perhaps meet with some of the Piyibeal Figures, the meaning of which they maysweasily
comprehend, we have judged it highly expedienthénFront of this our little Book to place this dtigure, by
which, being a perfect Compendium of all the Plifgical Emblems, the rest may be without any gid&culty
understood. Now since this our Figure, mysticadigresenting all our Subjects and Operations, camtaadmit of
many and various Interpretations, all which if vil@gld here set down, our Aphorisms (where theyalready
delivered, and of which this would then be a Rejoetj) would be altogether useless and insignificese therefore
at first esteemed it very superfluous to give amyhier Illustration of it. But our desire beingdo all the good, we
can, to the Public, we have on second Thoughtdvedavith our wonted Brevity to deliver the follomg
Explanation for the better Comprehension both ehid our Aphorisms.

The Tree is a Supporter of the Motto, 'Virtus ufdgior': which, being to be read from the sidetted Serpent,
representing by the Half-Moon on its Head the Rlamader whose Influence it is born, is to be nefdrto it
according to its particular Motto, which signifiebat, if you take it alone, it can do little or thong in our Art, as
wanting the Assistance of others. By the Green bmdg to be understood our first undetermined Matte



comprehending all our Principles, (as is demorstraly the Half-Moon on its Head, the Sun in its Bahd the
Cross on its Tail,) and denoting by its Motto, thaian perform the whole work without being joineidh any other
created or artificially prepared thing: which isrdiust way. But this our Dragon, when copulatinghnour Serpent,
is forced to comply with her, degrading it selfrfrats undetermined Being for the production of seicond way.
Apollo with the Sun on his head, and Diana withHzf-Moon, embracing each other, shew our thirg veand the
Continuation of our first and second. The Rivetp iwhich they descend, signifies the State, thegtrha reduced
into, before they can be in a Capacity of beinghkamgain, and before in any of our three ways tleeyle brought
to a perfect Spiritualization and Union. Apollo adtna, coming out of the River in one wonderfuldgpDiana
having obtained all, represent our Herculean wasagdy finished and the beginning of their Conjiorctand by
their going to set their foot on firm ground, whete is to sow the noble Fruits for the Procreai®to be
understood the Continuation of their Conjunctidihthey are fully united and perfected. In thish&me also, as
well as in our Aphorisms, are mystically exhibitdtthe principal Points of Faith and Religion, qmmsed in the
Volumes of the Old and New Testament: whence itifaatly appears, that the Contemplation of Natuubytleads
to the Comprehension of those heavenly Veritiesybigh alone we can expect to arrive at the Enjaynoé that
blessed Immortality, to which, as to the true atishate End of our Creation, all our Endeavourstarbe directed.

John French -The Art of Distillation

The Art of Distillation. Or, A Treatise of the Claist Spagyrical Preparations Performed by Way afillation,
Being Partly Taken Out of the Most Select Chem#aathors of the Diverse |, anguages and Partly Ouhef
Author's Manual Experience together with, The Digsion of the Chiefest Furnaces and Vessels Usefinoyent
and Modern Chemists also A Discourse on Diversey@pal Experiments and Curiosities, and of the tAnay of
Gold and Silver, with The Chiefest Preparations @ndosities Thereof, and Virtues of Them All. Allhich Are
Contained In Six Books Composed By John FrenchpbDiPhysick

London. Printed by Richard Cotes and are to sol@itmgmas Williams at the Bible in Little-Britain viidut
Aldersgate, 1651.

The Epistle Dedicatory

Preface

Art of Distillation - Book IWhat distillation is and the kinds thereof

Art of Distillation - Book 11 Of compound waters and spirits

Art of Distillation - Book 11l Of minerals

Art of Distillation - Book IV Of animals

Art of Distillation - Book VA miscellany of spagyrical experiments

Art of Distillation - Book VI The spagyrical anatomy of gold and silver [understaiction]

42 woodcuts of alchemical apparatus in the text

John French - The Art of Distillation -
Dedication




The Epistle Dedicatory

To My Much Honored Friend, Tobias Garbrand, Doctor of Physick and
Principal of Gloucester Hall in Oxford.

Sir ! It is my ambition to let the world know up@rhat score it is that | do especially honor meis hot, Sir!l, as
they are highborn heirs of the great potentatesyfach most honor them (and upon which accouréd ahall not
deny them their due) but as they excell in honastyare friends to art. That poor philosophers khtake no
delight in riches, and rich men should take deligtghilosophy, is to me an argument, that theraase delight,
honor, and satisfaction in the one than in theyangnt of the other.

| once read of a nobleman's porter who let intedt tvere richly apparelled, but excluded a poologbpher. But |
should, if | had been in his place, have ratheimlg¢he philosopher, without the gay clothes, tHangay clothes
without the philosopher. As long as | have senseason, | shall improve them to the honor of thigespecially
that of alchemy. In the perfection thereof themeréghes, honor, health and length of days. Baritefius lived
1000 years, Flamel built 28 hospitals with largeeraues to them, besides churches for it, both éinelydiverse
more were accounted philosophers, and wise memrthvgtunds with more honor in my ears than all #t#img and
empty titles of honor whatsoever besides.

In the perfection of this art, | mean the accontyiig of the Elixir, is the sulphur of philosopheet at liberty,
which gratifies the releasers thereof with threggkioms, viz. Vegetable, Animal, and Mineral. Andatvbannot
they do, and how honorable are they, that havedh@nand of these? They may commend lead into ggldg
plants into fruitfulness, the sick into health, alge into youth, darkness into light, and what #otAonth would
fail to give you an account of their power and doations. Now for the effecting of this | shall bies$ what | have
advised in the Epistle to the Reader, say only tuart the mother, and you win the daughter. Hr&vith nature,
and the fair Diana of the philosophers is at yauvise.

Now, if you cannot prevail with nature for the &8t of her daughters, viz. the mercury of philogwphyet she has
other daughters of wonderful beauty also, as ae$sences and magisteries of philosophers whichaaé
endowed with riches, honor, and health, and arifiede you may more easily prevail with their motteture for.
This art of alchemy is that solary art which is maoble than all the other six arts and scienaesbjfat did once
thoroughly shine forth out of the clouds wherebig ieclipsed, would darken all the rest (as thednes the other
six planets) or at least swallow up their lightisTis that true natural philosophy which most aately anatomizes
nature and natural things, and visually demondriite principles and operations of them.

That empty natural philosophy which is read indtheversities, is scarce the meanest hand-maidgdheen of
Arts. It is a pity that there is such great encgaraent for many empty end unprofitable arts, angerfor this, and
such similar ingenuities which, if promoted, woudthder a university far more flourishing than thenfer. | once
read or heard of a famous university beyond thdlsgtavas fallen into decay through what causeokvknot. But
there was a general council held by the learnetttermine how to restore it to its primitive glomhe medium at
last agreed upon was the promotion of alchemy esoduraging the artists, themselves. But | nevpeeixto see
such rational action in this nation, until shadassish, substances flourish, and truth prevailscivtime | hope is
at hand and desired by all true artists and, tkknowledge, especially by yourself, upon which aetduruly
honor you.

Now, to yourself therefore | crave to adumbrate sttnimg of that art which | know you will be willindor the
public good, to promote. | dedicate this treatsgdu, not that it is worthy of your acceptance, that it may
receive worth by your acceptance of it. | presetd ijou (as men bring lead to philosophers taitget! into gold)
to receive the stamp of your favor and approbatian it may pass current, with acceptance amongdhs of art,
whereby you will continue to oblige him who is

Sir,
Your most obliged servant,

John French.

London,
November 25, 1650



John French's preface to his Art of
Distillation

John French worked at a time when alchemy was lagtigely reassessed. The preface to his famousf
Distillation, London 1651, is particularly interesting in thtagives some good advice on how to investigate
alchemy.

There is a glut of chemical books, but a scardityh@mical truths. Nature and art afford a varmtgpagyrical
preparations, but they are as yet partially undisoed, partially dispersed in many books, and tledsbverse
languages, and partially reserved in private masrgls. When therefore | considered what need thefe and how
acceptable a general treatise on distillation miightespecially to our English nation (and theeaslince Baker
upon distillations is by reason of the descriptiéa few furnaces and vessels therein, besideswhare is small
variety either of preparations or curiosities salduch a high rate) | thought | could do them ettdy service than
to present them with such a treatise of that stibjbach should contain in it the choicest prepanasi of the most
select authors, both ancient and modern, and thioseveral languages, and which | have attaineshyppwn long
and manual experience, together with such as | hgweay of exchange purchased out of the handsidte men
which they had monopolized as great secrets.

But on the other hand, when | considered what ditudé of artists there is in this nation, from mand which
more and better things might be expected than friyself, | was at a nonplus in my resolutions, feguit might be
accounted an unpardonable presumption in me tortat@ethat which might be better performed by athBut for
the avoiding of this aspersion, be pleased to wtaed that | present not this to the world undgraher notion
than of a rough draft (which indeed is the worltref more unskillful and, therefore, of myself with@xception) to
be polished by the more expert artist.

| rejoice as at the break of day after a long &ualibius night to see how this solary art of alchdégins to shine
forth out of the clouds of reproach which it hasddong time undeservedly laid under. There acettvings which
have eclipsed it for a long time, viz., the mistsgmorance and the specious lunary body of deceit.

Arise, O Sun of truth, and dispel these interpdsed, that the Queen of arts may triumph in splehidenen did
believe what the art could effect, and what vartagre is in it, they would be no longer straigleiioy, nor bound
up to or lurare in verba Galeni, vel Aristotelisit vould now subscribe a new engagement to beammdeaithful to
the principles of Hermes and Paracelsus, as tlaeyl gistablished without Aristotle, their princed &alen and
Hippocrates, their lords and masters. They woultbnger stand dreaming forth, Sic dicit Galenug,Ipse dixit
Hermes. | desire not to be mistaken as if | didyd8alen his due, or Hippocrates what is his rigint indeed, they
wrote excellently in many things, and deserve wedreby. That which | cannot allow of in them isitrstrict
observation of the quadruplicity of humours (whichhe school of Paracelsus and writings of Helmuitere the
anatomy of humours has been most rationally ang discussed, has been sufficiently confuted) dued t
confining themselves to such crude medicines waiehmore fit to be put into spagyrical vesselsaféurther
digestion than into men's bodies to be fermentetkth.

Certainly, if men were less ignorant, they wouldfpr cordial essences before crude juices, balsheligirs
before phlegmatic waters, and mercury of philosapbefore common quicksilver. But many men havktde
insight in this art that they scarce believe amgtieyond the distilling of waters and oil, andragting of salts;
nay, many that pretend to philosophy, and woulddmunted philosophers, are so unbelieving thatags
Sendivogius, although he would have intimated the &rt to them word by word, yet they would bymeans
understand or believe that there was any watdramphilosophers sea. And, as he in this caseirnsarother know
diverse that will not believe that common quicksilean of itself be turned wholly into a transpaneater, or that
glass can be reduced into sand and salt of whishstmade, saying "fusio vitrificatoria est ultifugio", or that an
herb may be made to grow in two hours, and the @d@aplant to appear in a glass, as if the veappitself were
there, and this from the essence thereof, andléucpreparations as these: the two former whenemf be done in
half an hour, but the latter requiring a longerejrut yet possible. And for the possibility of #liir, you shall as
soon persuade them to believe they know nothingcfwis very hard, if not an impossible thing to)dban to
believe the possibility thereof. If there be anglsthing (they say) why are not the possessorsdtfi@rfinitely rich,
famous, doing miracles and cures and living long@sE objections, especially some of them, scarserde an
answer; yet | shall show the vanity of them and enstame reply thereunto. Did not Artefius by thephafi this
medicine live to 1000 years? Did not Flamel buddrteen hospitals in Paris, besides as many inidtde besides



churches and chapels with large revenues to thenbal not Bacon do many miracles? And Paracelsaisym
miraculous cures? Besides, what says Sendivogibna®d, he says, incurred more dangers and dififsuitty
discovering myself to have this secret than evexd profit by it, and when | would discover mydelthe great
ones, it always redounded to my prejudice and dai@gn a man that carries always about him 10,@0M¢s
worth of jewels and gold travel everywhere up aaodid, safe, and not be robbed? Have not many riatesno
mongers been tortured into a confession where theirey was concealed? Did you never hear of a vapgpu
fellow in London that, pretending to the knowledgehis mystery, was on a sudden caught aside lnesno
thirsters and by them tormented with torturesdittlss than those of hell, being forced thereblgdihad known it)
into a discovery of it? To say nothing of beinglanger of being subjected and enslaved to the yeas princes
and of becoming instrumental to their to their Ixand tyranny, as also being deprived of all lipeas was once
Raimundus Lullius. The truth is, the greatest nndttat philosophers aim at is the enjoyment of thelres, for
which cause they have sequestered themselves fimdrld and become hermits. Well, therefore, dreld
philosopher spoke Sendivogius when he said, "Beliee, if | were not a man of that state and coowlithat | am
of, nothing would be more pleasant to me than itasypllife, or with Diogenes to live hid under @tuFor | see all
things in this world to be but vanity and that deaad covetousness prevails much, that all thargsvendible, and
that vice does excell virtue. | see the betterghiaf the life to come before mine eyes and | cgjan these. Now |
do not wonder, as | did before, why philosophetsemvthey have attained this medicine, have notidar&ave
their days shortened (although by the virtue ofrtireedicine they could have prolonged them) forrgve
philosopher has the life to come so clearly sebfgehis eyes, as your face is seen in a glass. hhuobk by way of
reply to the frivolous objections of those thatiéet not the verity of this art, and not only sof Will not believe it.
If you should discover to them the process of th#goBopher's Stone, they would laugh at your siaiiyli and | will
warrant you never make use of it. Nay, if you sdaubke projection before them, they would think #hzen in
that there was a fallacy, so unbelieving are t&&yl find them, and so | leave them, and shalierdind them the
same.

There is another sort of man by whom this art lesbmuch scandalized, and they indeed have breugtat
odium upon it by carrying about, and vending thehites and reds, their sophisticated oils and sii&sr dangerous
and ill-prepared turbithes and aurum vitaes. Arbed it were worthwhile, and | might do good sex\fior the
nation, to discover their cheats, as their soptastig of chemical oils with spirit of turpentirend salts with salt
extracted out of any wood-ashes and such likeheré is not place for so large a discourse asmbigd amount to.
I shall only at this time relate to how Penotus wlasated with a sophisticated oil of gold, for b&lde gave 24
ducats for the process of an aurum potabile whiak much cried up and magnified at Prague, busattlaroved
to be nothing but a mixture of oil of camphor, @eyfennel-seed and of vitriol tinged with the lesef gold. |
know | shall incur the displeasure of some, buythee sophisticating, cheating mountebanks whoeddkeserve to
be bound to the peace, because many men, | daee,stwough their means go in danger of their li&estter it is
that their knavery should be detected, than a nafblgrough their villany be clouded and aspersed.

Now we must consider that there are degrees irathigor there is the accomplishment of the eliitgelf, and there
is the discovery of many excellent essences, n&gst and spirits, etc., which abundantly recorapehe
discoverers thereof with profit, health, and ddligh not Paracelsus, his Ludus that dissolvestiee and all
tartarous matter in the body into a liquor, woitfding out? Is not his Tinea Scatura a most not#dinine, that
extinguishes all preternatural heat in the body moment? Is not his alkahest a famous dissolvethahtan in an
instant dissolve all things into their first priptés, and withall is a specificum against all digpers of the liver?
Who would not take pains to make the quintessehbermey and the philosophical spirit of wine white cordial
and balsamical even to admiration? A whole day ddail to reckon up all the excellent, admirablgtias that by
this spagyrical art might be brought to light, lre tsearching out of which, why may not the elikgelf, at last be
attained unto? Is it not possible for them thasghsough many philosophical preparations to unédlthst the
riddles and hieroglyphics of the philosophers? @reathey all mere phantoms? Is there no fundameimtuenfor
this secret? Is there no sperm in gold? Is it wssfble to exalt it for multiplication? Is there aniversal spirit in
the world? Is it not possible to find that colletia one thing which is dispersed in all things?atis that which
makes gold incorruptible? What induced the phildswp to examine gold for the matter of their mewi@i Was not
all gold once living? Is there none of this liviggld, the matter of philosophers, to be had? Didd8@gius, the
last of known philosophers, spend it all? Surdigre is matter enough for philosophers, and alswegthilosophers
at this day for the matter, although they are umkmto us. There are, says Sendivogius, without timamy men of
a good conscience both of high and low degreedalksfxnowingly) that have this medicine and keegedretly. if
so, let no man be discouraged in the prosecutiaty @pecially if he takes along with him the fiweys which
Nollius sets down which indeed all philosopherswahe consent enjoin the use and observation of.



1. Seeing it is a divine and celestial thing, itstnbe sought for from above, and that not withofutllaresolution for
a pious and charitable improvement of it.

2. Before you take yourself to the work, propoumgaurself what you seek, and enter not upon thetjme until
you are first well versed in the theory. For itisich better to learn with your brain and imaginatioan with your
hands and costs, and especially study nature avellsee if your proposals are agreeable to thebildgshereof.

3. Diligently read the sayings of true philosopheesad them over again and again and meditateam,thnd take
heed that you do not read the writings of impositestead of the books of the true philosophers. game their
sayings with the possibility of nature, and obsqlezes clear ones, and where philosophers sayhtheyerred, do
beware, and consider well the general axioms dbpbphers, and read so long until you see a sveeatdny, and
consent in the sayings of them.

4. Imagine not high things, but in all things indtanature, viz. in matter, in removing what is hegeneous, in
weight, in color, in fire, in working, in slownes$ working, and let the operations not be vulgar, your vessels.
Work diligently and constantly.

5. If it is possible, acquaint your self thoroughlith some true philosophers. Although they wilt directly
discover themselves that they have this secrefyyene circumstance or another it may be conclimbednear
they are to it. Would not any rational man that badn conversant with Bacon, and seeing him do suiEtulous
things, or with Sendivogius who did intimate thetarsome word by word, have concluded that thesevnet
ignorant of it? There have been philosophers, @ntigps still are, that although they will not digeohow it is
made, yet may certify you, to the saving of a goest! of costs, pains, and time, how it is maded nbe
convinced of an error is a great step to the ti@itRipley had been by any tutor convinced of thosmy errors
before he had bought his knowledge at so deaeahathad long before, with less charges attaiméistblessed
desire.

And as a friendly tutor in this, so in all spaggtipreparations whatsoever, is of all things mestessary. A faithful
well experienced master will teach you more inrthssteries of alchemy in a quarter of a year thagday own
studies and chargeable operations you will leasseiren years. In the first place, therefore, amvalall things
apply yourself to an expert, faithful, and commauattiice artist, and account it a great gain if yon parchase his
favor, though with a good gratuity, to lead yowtingh the manual practice of the chiefest and ckbjmeparations.
| said apply yourself to an artist, for there iaree any process in all of chemistry so easy thatlio never saw it
done will be to seek, and commit some errors irdiiag of it. | said expert that he may be ablentbruct you
aright; faithful, that as he is able, so may faitlyf perform what he promises; and communicatiliat he may be
free in discovering himself and his art to you. Thh is, most artists reserve that to themsehubich they know,
either out of a desire to be admired the moreHeirtundiscovered secrets or out of envy to ott@rsviedge. But
how far this humor is approvable in them, | leav® iothers to judge; and as for my part, | haves lremmunicated
upon the account of a bare acceptance only whate With many years of pains, much reading, andtgrasts
known. There is but one thing which | desire teslent in, as touching the process thereof. AdHerthing itself to
be prepared, what it is | have elsewhere in tleiatise expressed. And the preparing of that issiddething worth
of anyone's knowing, and which perhaps hereaftesty make known to some. | am of the same mind with
Sendivogius that the fourth monarchy which is nemthis dawning, in which (as the ancient philosoplukid

divine) all arts and sciences shall flourish, areager and more things shall be discovered thamethree former.
These monarchies the philosophers reckon not aiceptal the more potent, but according to the caroéithe
world, whereof the northern is the last and, indégedo other than the Golden Age in which all tyrg, oppression,
envy, and covetousness shall cease, when thelébshahe prince and one people abounding with smemercy,
and flourishing in peace, which day | earnestlyestp

In the meantime, if what | know may add to youres@nce, you may have it freely. And if | shall skat this
treatise of distillation passes with acceptanceragribe artists of this nation, | shall hereafteatify them for their
good will with two other parts of chemistry, vizitldimation and calcination. And | hope this will becasion to set
the more expert artist on work, for the communitgtheir experiences to the world. One thing (@aus reader)
let me desire you to take notice of, viz. whereasgprocess is set down plain, yet all of them tinesproceeded
in secundum artem alchymistae (which art indeexdbiained by experience) and therefore many thak wor
according to the bare process effect not what ithteexd, and the reason is this, because thereavas art of the
alchemist wanting. To conclude, if you know moréetter things than these, be candid and impamnt the
(considering that | wrote these for them that kritbem not); if not, accept the endeavors of yoam,

John French.
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WHAT DISTILLATION IS AND THE KINDS THEREOF

| shall not stand here to show where the art dflidison had its origin, as being a thing not &asb be proved and,
if known, yet little conducing to our ensuing discse. But let us understand what distillation fsihich there are
three principal and chief definitions or descripgo

1. Distillation is a certain art of extracting thguor, or the humid part of things by virtue ofdt€as the matter shall
require) being first resolved into a vapor and thendensed again by cold.

2. Distillation is the art of extracting the spiial and essential humidity from the phlegmaticpfothe phlegmatic
from the spiritual.

3. Distillation is the changing of gross thick beslinto a thinner and liquid substance, or separati the pure
liquor from the impure feces.

| shall treat of distillation according to all tleethree acceptions, and no otherwise, hence | skeliide
sublimation and degrees of heat there are, andhweliie convenient for every operation, and theypareipally
four.

The first in only a warmth, as is that of horse giuof the sun, of warm water, and the vapor thensbfch kind of
heat serves for putrefaction and digestion.

The second is of seething water and the vapor dfetis also of ashes, and serves to distill thioisg$ which are
subtle and moist, as also for the rectifying of apiit or oil.

The third is of sand and filings of iron which seswvto distill things subtle and dry, or gross araism

The fourth is of a naked fire - close, open or vaithlast which serves to distill metals and miresaid hard gummy
things, such as amber, etc. | do not say servegstowistill these, for many former distillationsegperformed by
this heat, as the distilling of spirits and oil&;.gin a copper still over a naked fire; but thesgy be distilled by the
two former degrees of heat. But minerals and sikehdannot but by this fourth degree alone.

OF THE MATTER AND FORM OF FURNACES

The matter of furnaces is various, for they maynraele either of brick and clay, or clay alone withites of eggs,
hair and filings or iron (and of these if the clag fat are made the best and most durable furnaces)ron or
copper, cast or forged. The forms also of furnaresrarious.

The fittest form for distillation is round; for sbe heat of the fire being carried up equally diffs itself every way,
which happens not in a furnace of another figusdpar square or triangular, for the corners dispend separate
the force of the fire. Their magnitude must be saslshall be fit for the receiving of the vesdedit thickness so
great as necessity shall seem to require; onlyriush observe, that if they be of forged iron goper, they must
be coated inside, especially if you intend to et for a strong fire. They must be made with twtidims
distinguished, as it were, into two forges, the baw which may receive the ashes, the other atmgentain the
fire. The bottom of this upper must either be @amigrate or else an iron plate perforated with ntawigs so that the
ashes may the more easily fall down into the bottwhich otherwise would put out the fire. Yet sofumaces
have three partitions, as the furnace for revetlmraand the register furnace. In the first anddst the ashes are
received. In the second the fire is put, and inthiirel of the furnace for reverberation, the mattéich is to be
reverberated. This third ought to have a semi-tarccover so that the heat may be reflected uperctimtained
matter. The bottom of the third and uppermost partiof the register furnace must be either a pditeon or a
smooth stone perforated with holes, having stoppiestone fitted thereunto which you may take aupwat in, as
you would have the heat increased or decreasehe ltop or upper part of all these furnaces wheshall seem
most fit, there must be two or three holes mads, lily them the smoke may more freely pass outlamdit let in to
make the fire burn stronger if need requires, se @hich are to be shut with stopples made fihéort. The mouths
of the fore-mentioned partitions must have shutjest like an oven's mouth, with which you maytsitem closed



or leave them open if you would have the fire bstronger. But in defect of a furnace or fit mattemake one, we
may use a kettle or a pot set upon a trivet, ashadl show when we come to give you a descriptfath® furnace
and vessels. The truth of the matter is, a goadstavill make any still, yea and in half a daymé& make a furnace
or something equivalent to it for any operations.

OF VESSELS FIT FOR DISTILLATION

Vessels for distillation are of various matter doian. For they may be either of lead, which | aitiger disapprove
of for that they turn the liquors into a white amdky substance besides the malignity they giveheam, or they
may be of copper, iron, or tin which are bettentttze former. They may be of jug-metal, or pottertal glazed,
or glass which are the best of all, where they treysed without fear of breaking or melting. Sonakenthem of
silver, but they are very changeable. They thathte and willing may have the benefit of them.

OF LUTES FOR COATING OF GLASSES AND FOR CLOSURES AS
ALSO SEVERAL WAYS OF STOPPING GLASSES

The best lute is made thus. Take of loam and samg@ered with salt water (which keeps it from clegyi To these
add the caput mortuary of vitriol or aqua fortisdascalings of iron, and temper them well togethéis serves to
coat retorts or any glass vessels that must eradorest strong fire, and will never fail if well madSome add flax,
beaten glass, and pots and flints, etc.

Take unslaked lime and linseed oil. Mix them weti¢ther and make thereof a lute which will be sal laat no
spirit will pierce it, and this serves for the alos of glasses.

Or, moisten an ox bladder in the white of an egatéreto water, or in defect of a bladder, use papdrbind them
round where the vessels are joined together, oaeanother two or three times.

Or, if the spirits in the glass be exceedingly osive, then use the caput mortuary of aqua fditiseed oil, and
chalk mixed together.

If a glass be cracked, then wet a linen cloth ewinite of an egg beaten to water, and lay upamniypon that
presently while it is wet, sift some unslaked liere press it close with your hand. When that is ldgyon another
cloth thus wet as before and on it sift more lime.

A vessel may be stopped so close with quicksillat ho spirit can breathe forth, by which meanggthss will be
preserved from breaking by the enclosed spiritstffe head will first yield before the glass breal$e vessel
must be made as the figure hereunder shows. T8udsah good way to preserve spirits already thdtiirom the
air.



A. Signifies the head or cover.

B. The body or vessel itself.
C. The little glass to take out the liquor thainishe vessel because it cannot well be pouredasuby reason of the

quicksilver which will be apt to be lost, so by sea of the form of the vessel itself.
D . A false bottom where the quicksilver must irep which the head must be set upon the quicksgeethat the

quicksilver may come above the bottom of the head.

Also, you may make stopples of glasses ground sm8nthat no vapor can get forth by them, as yoy se& by
this pattern.



A. Signifies the stopple of glass ground very srhawtd fit to the mouth of the vessel.

B. The glass body.

But the best way is to have a crooked pipe whick hzeve quicksilver in it, and be well luted to thedy that no
spirit can get forth. By this means the glass nélver break, for the quicksilver will first yield.
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A. The crooked pipe.
B. The glass body.



Or upon the top of a glass stopple there may lerfad some lead, that if the spirit be too stréngill only heave
up the stopple and let it fall down again.

C. The glass stopple with lead on the top.

D. The mouth of the vessel itself.

Now the way to nip up a glass, or seal it up heica#y is after this manner .

Put what matter you please into a bolt head withing neck or pipe, put this pipe through a pan hfzet a little hole
made in the bottom, that the top of it may be tlmefour inches above the pan. Close up the halad@bout the
pipe with clay. Then put coals in the pan and larfiist those that are furtherest off from the pipat the heat may
come by degrees to the pipe (for otherwise a sutidahwill break it). When the pipe is hot, blove ttpals about it
until it melts. Then with a pair of shears, cutft where it is melted, and then with a pair ofgerclose it together.
Note that after you have closed it you must putiining coals upon the top thereof, and let iststand until all
be cold which must be done by degrees, for otherthis glass will certainly crack in the place whieis nipped.
Note that the pan must stand upon some frame oe $oitow place that there may be a passage fquigeeto
come through it. Also the bolt head must stand uptnivet or some other firm place according ts figure.

AN EXPLANATION OF SUCH HARD WORDS AND TERMS OF ART
WHICH ARE USED IN THIS ENSUING TREATISE

AMALGAMATION is a calcining or corroding of metalsith quicksilver, and it is done thus. Take any ahet
except iron, beaten into thin leaves or very smad/der. Mix it with about eight parts of quicksiiv@vhich may
the better be done if both be heated first) thay tinay become one uniform mass. Evaporate the sjluiek over
the fire, and the metal will be left in the bottas a thin calx.

CALCINATION is the reducing of anything into a cabnd making it friable, and it may be done two svapy
firing, either by reducing into ashes or by reveatiag; or by corrosion, either by amalgamatiogipitation,
fumigation or vaporation, cementation or stratifica.

CIRCULATI ON is when any liquor is so placed in dggion that it shall rise up and fall down, riseaual fall
down, and so do continually, and thereby becomeerdiested and mature, for which use for the mastye use
a pelican.

CLARIFICATION is the separation of the gross fefrsn any decoction or juice, and it is done threeysv- by the
white of an egg, by digestion, or by filtration.



COAGULATION is the reducing of any liquid thing #othicker substance by evaporating the humidity.
COHOBATION is the frequent abstraction of any liguooured often on the feces from whence it waslléid, by
distillation.

CONGELATION is when any liquor being decocted te tteights is afterwards, by settling into any qukte,
turned into a transparent substance like unto ice.

CORROSION is the calcining of bodies by corrosiviags.

DECANTATION is the pouring off of any liquor whidhas a settling by inclination.

DELIQUIUM is the dissolving of a hard body intoiguor, as salt, or the powder of any calcined maéte., in a
moist place.

DESCENSION is when the essential juice dissolvechfthe matter to be distilled does descend odfanward.
DESTUMATION is the taking off the froth that floats the top with a spoon or feather, or by peromhat
DISTILLATI ON is the extracting of the humid part things by virtue of heat, being first resolvetbim vapor, and
then condensed again by cold. Thus it is genetallgn, but how more particularly, | shall afterwatebw.
DIGESTION is a concocting or maturation of crudegjs by an easy and gentle heat.

DISSOLUTION is the turning of bodies into a liquoy the addition of some humidity.

DULCORATION or culcification is either the washiwdf of the salt from any matter that was calcineeréwith,
with warm water, in which the salt is dissolved dinel matter dulcified. Or it is the sweeteninglohgs with sugar,
or honey, or syrup.

ELEVATION is the rising of any matter in matterfoine or vapor by virtue of heat.

EVAPORATION or EXHALATION is the vaporing away ohg moisture.

EXALTATION is when any matter does by digestioraaitto a greater purity.

EXPRESSION is the extracting of any liquor by tlaad or by a press.

EXTRACTION is the drawing forth of an essence frarorporeal matter by some fit liquor as spiritvirie, the
feces remaining in the bottom.

FERMENTATION is when anything is resolved into Ifsand is rarified and ripened, whether it be dbgeany
ferment added to it or by digestion only.

FILTRATION is the separation of any liquid matteorn its feces by making it run through a brown papade
like a tunnel, or a little bag of woolen cloth,tbrough shreds.

FIXATION is the making of any volatile spiritual g endure the fire and not fly away, whether idioae by often
reiterated distillations, or sublimations, or b thdding of some fixing thing to it.

FUMIGATION is the calcining of bodies by the fuméaharp spirits, whether vegetable or mineral ltbdies
being laid over the mouth of the vessel whereirstherp spirit s are .

HUMECTATION or irrigation is a sprinkling of moiste upon anything.

IMBIBITION is when any dry body drinks in any maise that is put upon it.

IMPREGNATION is when any dry body has drunk in soam moisture that it will admit of no more.
INCORPORATION is a mixing of a dry and moist bodgéther so as to make a uniform mass of them.
INFUSION is the putting of any hard matter intoulay, for the virtue thereof to be extracted.

INSOLATION is digestion of things in the sun.

LEVIGATION is the reducing of any hard matter irganost fine powder.

LIQUATION is a melting or making anything fluid.

LUTATION is either the stoppings of the orifices\assels so that no vapor passes out, or the gaatisny vessel
to preserve it from breaking in the fire.

MACERATION is the same as digestion.

MATURATION is the exalting of a substance thatrizmature, and crude to be ripened and concocted.
MENSTRUUM is any liquor that serves for the extiagtof the essence of anything.

PRECIPITATION is when bodies corroded by corrosipéits either by the evaporating of the spiritsiaén in the
bottom, or by pouring something upon the spiritp®f tartar, or a good quantity of water, dd talthe bottom.
PURIFICATION is a separation of any liquor from fexes whether it be done by clarification, filioat, or
digestion.

PUTREFACTION is the resolution of a mixed body iitself by natural gentle heat.

QUINTESSENCE is an absolute, pure, and well digestedicine drawn from any substance, either animal,
vegetable, or mineral.

RECTIFICATION is either the drawing of the phlegrorh the spirit or of the spirit from the phlegm,tbe
exaltation of any liquor by a reiterated distiltati

REVERBERATION is the reducing of bodies into a chixa reflecting flame.

SOLUTION is a dissolving or attenuating of bodies.



STRATIFICATION is a strewing of corroding powder ptates of metal by course.

SUBLIMATION is an elevating or raising of the matte the upper part of the vessel by way of a suptiwder.
SUBTILIATION is the turning of a body into a liquar into a fine powder.

TRANSMUTATION is the changing of a thing in substancolor, and quality.

VOLATILE is that which flyeth the fire.

RULES TO BE CONSIDERED IN DISTILLATION

1
Make choice of a fit place in your house for thefce, so that it may neither hinder anything,b®in danger of
the falling of anything into it that shall lie ovier For a forcing furnace, it will be best to #h a chimney, because
a strong heat is used to it, and many times theresed brands which will smoke, and the fire begjreat, the
danger thereof may be prevented and of thingsnadilign and venerate quality being distilled in sadiurnace, the
fume or vapor, if the glass should break may bdaedup into the chimney which otherwise will flp@ut the room
to thy prejudice.

2
In all kinds of distillation the vessels are nobfilled too full, for if you distill liquors thewill run over, and if
other more solid things the one part will be burbetbre the other part be at all worked upon. Buthe fourth
part of gourds, the half of retorts, the third pEfrtopper vessels, and in rectifying of spiritbtfie vessel half full.

Let those things which are flatulent, as wax, reaid such like, as also those things which ddyelbsil up, as
honey, be put in a lesser quantity and be distiliegteater vessels with the addition of salt, samduch like.

4
There be some things which require a strong fiee ypu must have a care that the fire not be tbenent, for fear
their nature should be destroyed.

5
You must have a care that the lute with which viesse closed do not give vent and alter the naifitke liquor,
especially when a strong fire is to be used.

6
Acid liquors have this peculiar property, that Wheaker part goes forth first and the stronger Bst.in fermented
and liquors the spirit goes first, then the phlegm.

7
If the liquor retains a certain empyreuma or smaicthe fire, you shall help it by putting it intoglass close
stopped and so exposing it to the heat of theawhnow and then opening the glass that the frapréssion may
exhale. Or else let the glass stand in a cold nptéste.

8
When you put water into a seething Balneum whetredne are glasses, let it be hot or else you willamger
breaking the glasses.

9
When you take any earthen or glass vessel frorfirtheexpose it not to the cold air too suddenty,fear it should
break.

10
If you would have a Balneum as hot as ashes, mat sasawdust into it, that the heat of the watay fme therewith
kept in and made more intense.

11
If you would make a heat with horse dung, the maisthis, viz., make a hole in the ground. Thendae course
of horse dung a foot thick, then a course of uresddime a foot thick, and then another of dundyefere. Then set
in your vessel, and lay around it lime and horsegdmixed together. Press it down very hard. Youtrapgnkle it
every other day with water. When it ceases to liethen take it out and put in more.

12
Note that always sand or ashes must be well sifteditherwise a coal or stone therein may break gtass.

13
The time for putrefaction of things is various, fbthe thing to be putrefied is vegetable and gréess time is
required; if dry, a longer time is required. Minlsreequire the longest of all. Thus much note, theigs are sooner
putrefied in cloudy weather than in fair.
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If you would keep vegetables fresh and green at,ygather them on a dry day and put them intcaatihen vessel
which you must stop close and set in a cold plack as Glauberus says, they will keep fresh a wiede .

15
Do not expect to extract the essence of any velgetaibess by making use of the feces, left aftstiltdtion; for if
you take those feces, as for example of a netiénaake a decoction thereof and strain it andt setthe frost, it
will be congealed and in it will appear a thousiales of nettles with their prickles which whea ttecoction is
again resolved by heat, vanish away, which shoatstiie essence of the vegetables lies in thelsakof.

16
In all your operations, diligently observe the grsses which you read and vary not a little fronmthier
sometimes a small mistake or neglect spoils thdevwbperation and frustrates your expectations.

17
Try not at first experiments of great cost or gidifftculty, for it will be a great discouragemetatyou, and you will
be very apt to mistake.

18
If any would enter upon the practice of chemislieyhim apply himself to some expert artist fobtinstructed in
the manual operation of things, for by this meamsvhl learn more in two months than he can bygectice and
study in 7 years, as also avoid much pains andaswktedeem much time which else of necessity hdose.

19
Enter not upon any operation unless it be condistéh the possibility of nature which, therefoy@u must
endeavor as much as possible to understand well.

20
Do not interpret all things you read accordinghe literal sense, for philosophers when they wasigthing too
excellent for the vulgar to know, expressed it eragjcally that the sons of Art only might understain

21
In all your operations propose a good end to ydii@ge not to use any excellent experiment that gtoail discover
to any ill end, but for the public good.

22
It will be necessary that you know all such insteums that you shall use about your furnace andggtasvhereof
some are already expressed and some more are #htvenfollowing pages.

A. Signifies an iron rod with two rings at the ertlereof, which must be heated red hot and apphi¢dat part of
the glass which you would break off. When you hlaghl it there so long until the glass becomes ety then take
it off and drop some cold water where you wouldenabreak off, and it will presently crack in semdThese rings



are for such glasses as will go into them. You rhast diverse of this sort, even of all sizes.

B. An iron hook which must be heated hot and apiieany great glass that will not go into a rifbis hook has a
wooden handle.

C. A pair of tongs which are for diverse uses.

D. A crooked iron to rake between the grates tardleem.

E. An iron rake to rake the ashes out of the adé-ho

A thread dipped in melted brimstone and tied alaogiass and then fired may serve instead of therirgs and the
hook.

COMMON DISTILLED SIMPLE WATERS ARE MADE THUS

Take what herbs or flowers you please and put tinéora common cold still and let them distill gentl

This is the form of a common cold still.

But note that this kind of water is but the phleghthe vegetable which you distill and has verydivirtue or odor
in it. Only roses and mints and two or three mareehan odor, but all besides have as little vissieommon
distilled water.

| do not deny but that it may be so ordered thesatkinds of waters may partake both of the smellstrength of
their vegetables in a good measure, and it is thus.

TO MAKE WATERS IN A COLD STILL THAT SHALL HAVE THEF ULL
SMELL AND VIRTUE OF THE VEGETABLE

Take what herbs, flowers, or roots you pleasel{abthey be green). Bruise them and mix with themesleaven,
and let them stand close covered for four or fisggsd Then distill them after the manner aforesaid.

ANOTHER WAY TO MAKE WATER TASTE AND SMELL STRONGLY
OF ITS VEGETABLE

When you have distilled any vegetable in a coldi afier the usual manner (so that you take heeddyg not the
herb too much, which you may prevent by puttingaam paper in the bottom of the still, giving igantle fire and
turning the cake before it is quite dried) take ¢hkes that remain in the bottom of the still amelwater that is
distilled from thence (having a good quantity tledyend put them into a hot still and let them dtararm for the
space of 24 hours, and then distill them. Themif would have the water strong, put the said watermore fresh
cakes, casting away the other and do as befors.ig ke truest and best way to have the watenypf/agetable.
Also, you shall by this way purchase some oil whgto be separated and to be kept by itself.



TO MAKE WATER AT ANY TIME OF THE YEAR IN A COLD STIL L
WITHOUT GREEN HERBS, SO THAT THE WATER SHALL SMELL
STRONG OF THE HERB

Put fair water into the body of the cold still. Thieang a bag full of that herb that you would hdneewater of,
being first dried, or seed or root thereof firatised, and then make a strong fire under the still.

Note that those vegetables of which the water idengdter this and the former manner must be chgrémt smell,
for such as have but little or no smell cannotd/eelwater of any considerable odor.

ANOTHER WAY TO MAKE A WATER TASTE AND SMELL STRONG
OF ITS VEGETABLES

Take of the dry herb, or seed or root bruised, powend of each put 12 pints of spring water. Digtiém in a hot
still or alembick, and the water that is distillefl put upon more of the fresh herbs, seeds, disrd2o this three or
four times and you shall have a water full of tirtue of the vegetable, being almost as strongsgsré.

TO MAKE THE WATER OF THE FLOWERS OF JASMINE,
HONEYSUCKLES OR WOODBINE, VIOLETS, LILIES, ETC. RETA IN
THE SMELL OF THEIR FLOWERS

The reason why these flowers in the common wayistilldtion yield a water of no fragrancy at alltheugh they
themselves are very odoriferous, are either bedéasgtronger fire be made in the distilling oéth the grosser and
more earthy spirit comes out with the finer, amlibies it, as it is in case the flowers be crugbrdoruised (where
the odor upon the same account is lost) or bedhesedoriferous spirit thereof being thin and veuptle rises with
a gentle heat, but for lack of body vapors awaye a&tt therefore that is here required is to pretremixing of the
grosser spirit with the finer and to give such dyto the finer that shall not embase it, and thiss:

Take either of the aforesaid flowers gathered fragd at noon in a fair day, and let them notladdebruised.
Infuse a handful of them in two quarts of white &ifwvhich must be very good or else you labor imy&r the
space of half an hour. Then take them forth andsimin the same wine the same quantity of freskefis. This do
eight or ten times, but still remember that theynbeinfused above half an hour. For accordindheortile of
infusion, a short stay of the body that has a $ipieit, in the liquor receives the spirit; but adeer stay confounds it,
because it draws forth the earthy part withall whiestroys the finer. Then distill this liquor (dike flowers being
first taken out) in a glass gourd in a very geB#dgneum, or over a vapor of hot water, the joiritthe glass being
very well closed, and you shall have a water ofostfragrant odor. By this means the spirit ofitfiee which
serves to body the fine odoriferous spirit of tlevers arises as soon as the fine spirit, itsathaut any earthiness
mixed with it.

Note that in defect of wine, aqua vitae will serakso strong beer, but not altogether so well, beedhere is more
gross earthiness in it than in wine.

The water of either of these flowers is a mostragperfume and may be used as a very delicatetsvager, and
is no small secret.



A. Shows the head of the alembic.

B. The body thereof placed in a brass vessel madhdit purpose.

C. A brass vessel perforated in many places tawedke vapor of the water. This vessel shall dorttse alembic
compassed about with sawdust, not only that it better and longer retain the heat of the vaporalad lest it
should be broken by the hard touch of the brasseles

D. Shows the brass vessel containing the watdrigplaced in the furnace.

E. The furnace containing the vessel.

F. A funnel by which you may now and then pour mtev to replace what is vanished and dissipatdtidheat of
the fire.

G. The receiver.

The delineation of a Balneum Mariae may also sangistill with ashes.



A. Shows the furnace with the hole to take fortie ashes.

B. Shows another furnace, as it were set in therotfiow it is of brass and runs through the middlthe kettle
made also of brass, so that the contained watashers may be the more easily heated.

C. The kettle wherein the water, ashes, or sandar&ined.

D. The alembic set in the water, ashes, or sandtivd mouths of the receivers.

E. The bottom of the second brass furnace, whgs&stmarked with "B", which contains the fire.

A WATER OUT OF BERRIES IS MADE THUS

Take of what berries you please, being full ripet them into a gourd glass, strewing upon themadgpiantity of
powdered sugar. Cover them close and let them skmed weeks or a month. Then distill them in Bame

After this manner strawberries, raspberries, elgieits, and black cherries may be distilled. Buertbhat such as
have stones must first be bruised together with gienes .

A SWEATING WATER MADE OF ELDERBERRIES

Take of elderberries as many as you please. Patskejuice thereof, and to every gallon put & pirwhite wine
vinegar, of the lees of white wine a pint. Let thstand in a wooden vessel which you must themsstme warm
place near the fireside for the space of a weeknTistill them in a hot still or alembic.

The furnace for a Balneum Mariae with the alembicg their receivers.



A. Shows the brass kettle full of water.

B. The cover of the kettle perforated in two pladegive passage forth to the ve s s els .
A pipe or chimney added to the kettle, whereinfiteeis contained to heat the water.

D. The alembic consisting of its body and head.

E. The receiver whereinto the distilled liquor runs

The effigies of another Balneum Mariae not so dadye removed as the former .

A. Shows the vessel or copper that contains therwat
B. The alembic set in water.

But lest the bottom of the alembic being half &hbuld float up and down in the water, and so staigainst the
sides of the kettle, | have thought good to showtye way and means to prevent that danger.



A. Shows the vessel or glass alembic .

B. A plate of lead whereon it stands.

C. Strings that bind the alembic to the plate.

D. Rings through which the strings are put to faskee alembic.

In defect of a furnace for a Balneum, you may made of a pot set upon a trivet after this manner.

An ounce or two of this water of elderberries igay excellent sudorific, and is very good in aflehses that
require sweat, as also in hydropical diseases.

WATER OUT OF ROTTEN APPLES IS MADE THUS

Take as many rotten apples as you please. Bruisdistill them either in a common cold still or gdwglasses in
Balneum.

This water is of greater use in fevers and hoedigters than the common distilled waters of any eefgetables.
It is very good in any hot distemper of the veind aharpness of the urine .

It is very good in the inflammations of the eyes.

HOW TO MAKE AQUA VITAE AND SPIRIT OF WINE OUT OF WINE

Take of what wine you please. Put it into a coptély two parts of three being empty. Distill ititv a worm until
no more spirit comes off. Then this spirit will gerfor the making of any spirits out of vegetablag, if you would
have it stronger, distill it again and half willnain behind as an insipid phlegm. And if you woliéde it yet
stronger, distill it again, for every distillationill leave behind one moity of phlegm or therealso&®o shall you



have a most pure and strong spirit of wine.

A Hot Still

A. Shows the bottom which ought to be of copper.

B. The head.

C. The barrel filled with cold water to refrigerated condense the water and oil that run througlpijpe or worm
that is put through it.

D. A pipe of brass or pewter, or rather a wormioftinning through the barrel.

E. The alembic set in the furnace with the fire emitl

HOW TO MAKE AQUA VITAE OUT OF BEER

Take the stale strong beer or rather the grouretedfiand put it into a copper still with a wormistill it gently (or
otherwise it will make the head of the still fly)upnd there will come forth a weak spirit, whictcaled low wine,
of which when you have a good quantity you mayiltlisagain of itself, and there will come forthgmod aqua
vitae. And if you distill it two or three times m&ryou shall have as strong a spirit as out of \&ime, indeed,
between which and the spirit of wine you shall pére none or very little difference.

HOW TO RECTIFY SPIRIT OF WINE OR AQUA VITAE

Distill it in Balneum until the last drop that comeff be hot and full of spirit .

Note that every time there will remain in the batta quantity as weak as water .

Note also that every time you distill it, when yperceive that a very weak water comes over, yoll $ten end
that distillation.

TO MAKE THE MAGISTERY OF WINE WHICH WILL BEONE OFTH E
GREATEST CORDIALS AND MOST ODORIFEROUS LIQUOR IN TH E
WORLD

Take good old rich canary wine, put it into a glasssel that it may fill the third part thereofdamip it up and set it
in a continual heat of horse dung for the spadewf months. Then in frosty weather set it forttoithe coldest



place of the air you can for the space of a mamihit may be congealed. And so the cold will diivéhe true
spirit of the wine into the center thereof and sefmit perfectly from its phlegm. That which isngealed cast
away. But that which is not congealed esteem agtieespirit of wine. Circulate this in a pelicaitiwa moderate
heat for the space of a month, and you will haeetthe magistery or spirit of wine which, as imest cordial, so
also most balsamical, exceeding all balsams foctine of wounds.

The form of a Pelican.

The matter must be put in at the top which aftedsanust be closed up.

TO MAKE ANOTHER MAGISTERY OF WINE THAT A FEW DROPS
THEREOF SHALL TURN WATER INTO PERFECT WINE

Take the best canary wine as much as you pledss,diand in putrefaction forty days, then distilh Balneum
and there will come forth a spirit, and at lasb@nSeparate the one from the other and rectiéygpirit. Set the oil
again in putrefaction forty days and then distilllihe feces that are left after the first distila will yield a volatile
salt which must be extracted without calcinatioithwhe phlegm of the spirit. purify it well, thémpregnate the
salt with its spirit, and digest them. Then adddi&nd digest them together until they becomedagowder, which
you may use as it is, or else set it in a celldil trbe dissolved into a liquor, and a few drdpereof will do as
abovesaid.

TO MAKE AN OIL OF WINE

Take weak spirit of wine and distill it in a vesséla long neck. Then pour on this spirit againugiee phlegm, and
distill it again. Do this several times and youlkkee the oil of the wine swim on the phlegm, whjahlegm you
must separate from the oil by a tunnel.

If this oil be afterward circulated for a monthwiill thereby become most odoriferous, and of gsiar virtue, and
good being both very cordial and balsamical.

TO EXTRACT THE SPIRIT OUT OF WINE BY THE SPIRIT OF WI NE

Put spirit of wine well rectified upon Canary ordRiish wine, so cautiously that it may not mix witlaf swim upon
the wine. Let them stand without stirring for thgase of 48 hours. Then will the spirit that istie twwine rise up and
join itself to the spirit that swims on the top, ialinyou shall perceive by the weakness of the phleand which
you must let run out at a tap. This must be madbkérbottom of the vessel for that purpose, anblesseparated
from the spirit.

TO MAKE A VERY SUBTLE SPIRIT OF WINE AT THE FIRST
DISTILLING

Take white or wheaten bread as soon as it com#sffom the oven, break it in the middle, the upgide from the
lower side, and hang it hot in a glass vessel oarary wine, but so that it touches not the wirkenTcover the
vessel and let it so stand until the bread sweitsia sufficiently impregnated with the spirit oing which it will
attract from the wine. Then take out that bread@utdn more until you have a considerable quarntgread thus



moistened. Then put this bread into a glass batilldt in Balneum, and you shall have a very selspirit which
you may Yyet rectify by circulation.

By furnaces and vessels made after this insuingdignay be made four rectifications of any spiribiace.

Ul

KiEi

These vessels may either stand in ashes or in Balne

The manner of distilling in wooden vessels.
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A. Signifies the vessel wherein the copper vesss! |

B. The copper vessel, part of which is in the femand part is in the vessel of wood.
C The vessel of wood wherein the matter must bieighdistilled.

D The cooling vessel with the worm.

E. The receiver.

F. The trivet whereon the vessel stands.

Note that the greater the copper vessel is, ankbisethe wooden one is, the sooner will the lidaat.
This furnace shows how to draw forth spirits andersout of vegetables and animals with little @l short time.

A balneum and a boiling vessel made of wood.




Note that on the right hand these vessels have@pecwessel hanging forth which must be set iffirimace as is
above shown. And on the left hand is a cock otddpt out the water.

The vessel on the left hand is for a balneum. Tdieshin the cover thereof are either to set inelsssver the fume
of the water or for the necks of the glasses s#tarbalneum to pass through.

The vessel on your right hand is to boil waterandny use, also to brew in.

THE SPIRIT OF ANY VEGETABLE IS MADE THUS

Take of what vegetable you please, two pounds, rateé in six gallons of aqua vitae or low winessack, for
the space of 24 hours. Then let them be distiliedbalembic, or hot still, putting to every pouwfdhe spirit two
ounces of most pure sugar.

Note that the two first pints may be called themstrer spirit, and the rest the weaker spirit aileied, the water. But
if they be both mixed together, they will make anedlent middling spirit, for the former has morktioe spirit of
wine, and the latter more of the virtue and odathefvegetable.

After this manner may be made the spirit of heflbsyers, roots of vegetables, the seeds of vegesabkrries,
barks, rinds, and spices.

Note that the herbs and flowers must be cut sraatl,bruised.

If you would make it stronger, then take all theefaid spirit and as much more sack or low winesspar them
upon the same quantity of fresh vegetables anil th&em. Repeat this three or four times if yoegde

Note also that the vegetable must be dried, beagasahe spirit will not be so good, as if othessvi

The form of an alembic.

A. Signifies the vessel which must be of copperyimich the matter is contained, and which mustdieser a
naked fire.

B. Signifies the belly that is fastened to the nehkt the neck may the more commodiously be appti¢he large
mouth of the vessel. But it may be so orderedtti@mouth of the upper vessel and lower vessellmago fitted
that they shall not need this belly.

C. The long neck of the upper vessel where by pivé sr water is somewhat cooled.

D. The head.

E. The vessel that compasses the head into whidhetder is continually poured after the heating.

F. The long receiver.

G. The top or cock letting out the water when ihas.

THE SPIRIT OF ANY VEGETABLE MAY SUDDENLY AT ANY TIM E OF
THE YEAR BE MADE THUS

Take of what herb, flower, seeds, or roots yougge&ill the head of the still therewith and therrer the mouth
thereof with a coarse canvas and set it on tHelstiVing first put into it sack or low wines. Thgive it fire.



If at any time you would have the spirit be of twdor of its vegetable, then put of the flowersréwd dried a good
guantity in the nose of the still.

TO MAKE ANY VEGETABLE YIELD ITS SPIRIT QUICKLY

Take of what vegetables you please, whether ihbeseed, flower, root, fruit, or leaves thereoft Q@ubruise them
small and then put them into warm water. Put yeaberm to them, and cover them warm and let themnk whree
days, as does beer. Then distill them and theyyiglt their spirit easily.

TO REDUCE THE WHOLE HERB INTO A LIQUOR WHICH MAY WELL
BE CALLED THE ESSENCE THEREOF

Take the whole herb with flowers and roots and makery clean. Then bruise it in a stone mortat paot it into a
large glass vessel so two parts of three may béyei@pver it exceeding close and let it stand itrgfaction in a
moderate heat the space of half a year, and illiie turned into a water.

TO MAKE AN ESSENCE OF ANY HERB, WHICH BEING PUT INTO A
GLASS AND HELD OVER A GENTLE FIRE, THE LIVELY FORM AND
IDEA OF THE HERB WILL APPEAR IN THE GLASS

Take the foregoing water and distill it in a gogtedss (the joints being well closed) in ashes,thede will come
forth a water and an oil and in the upper parhefitessel will hang a volatile salt. Separate thizam the water
and keep it by itself. With the water purify thelatile salt by dissolving, filtering, and coagufagi The salt being
thus purified, imbibe with the said oil until it imbibe no more. Digest them well together fananth in a vessel
hermetically sealed. And by this means you shalefeamost subtle essence, which being held oventiegheat
will fly up into the glass and represent the perfdea of that vegetable whereof it is the essence.

THE TRUE ESSENCE OR RATHER QUINTESSENCE OF ANY HERB IS
MADE THUS

When you have made the water and oil of any veggeftabt calcine or burn to ashes the remaindehefherb.
With the ashes make a lye by pouring its own wiitereon. When you have drawn out all the strenfithevashes,
then take all the lye, being first filtered, angwait away and at the bottom you shall find a klsalt which you
must take and put into a crucible and melt it Birang fire (covering the crucible all the timésitmelting). After it
is melted let it boil half an hour or more. Thekddt out and beat it small and set it in a caflara marble stone or
in a broad glass and it will all be resolved intiigaor. This liquor filter and vapor away the huity until it be
very dry and as white as snow. Then let this salliitbe as much of the oil of the same vegetablé @i, but no
more, lest you labor in vain. Then digest them thgeuntil the oil will not rise from the salt, boibth become a
fixed powder melting with an easy heat.

TO EXTRACT THE QUINTESSENCE OF ALL VEGETABLES

Take of what spices, flowers, seeds, herbs, woodplease and put them into rectified spirit of@vihet the spirit
extract in digestion until no more feces fall te tiottom but all their essence is gone into thetgdiwine. Upon
being thus impregnated, pour a strong spirit dfasadl digest it in Balneum until an oil swims abewvgich separate
with a tunnel or draw of the spirit of wine in baltrm. The oil will remain clear at the bottom, bafdre the spirit of
wine is abstracted, the oil is blood red and a tjuiatessence.

AN EXCELLENT ESSENCE OF ANY VEGETABLE MAY BE MADE
THUS

Take of the distilled oil of any vegetable and ib#ivith it the best manna, being very well depuratmtil it will
imbibe no more. Then digest them a month, and hall kave the true balsam and excellent essenapyof
vegetable.

This has the virtues of the vegetable whereof & wade but in a more eminent manner.

The depuration of manna for this use is a greaesec



WATER OR SPIRIT OF MANNA IS MADE THUS

Take of the best manna one part, of nitre two p&$them into an ox bladder and, tying it clgad, it into warm
water to be dissolved. Distill this water in anraldc, and there will come forth an insipid waterdsrific and
laxative.

THE CHEMICAL OIL OF THE HERB OR FLOWER OF ANY
VEGETABLE IS MADE THUS

Take of the herb or flower dried one pound, ofrsprvater twenty four pints, and distill them inreat alembic
with its cooler or copper still with a worm passitgough a vessel of cold water. Let the oil tisadiawn with the
water be separated with a tunnel or separating gtael let the water that is separated be ket faw distillation.
Note that if this water be used two or three tinmethe drawing of the oil, it will be an excellemater of that
vegetable from which it is distilled, and as goadh#ost that shall be drawn any other way.

After the same manner are made oil of the dry rivfdsranges, citrons, and lemons.

But note that these rinds must be fresh and (tharith whiteness being separated) be bruised.

THE OIL COMMONLY CALLED THE SPIRIT OF ROSES

Take of damask or red roses, being fresh, as maggwaplease. Infuse them in as much warm water sifficient
for the space of 24 hours. Then strain and press #nd repeat the infusion several times with prgamtil the
liquor becomes fully impregnated, which then muestistilled in an alembic with a refrigeratory apper still with
a worm. Let the spirit which swims on the waterskparated, and the water kept for a new infusion.

This kind of spirit may be made by bruising thee®svith salt, or laying a lane of roses and anathfisalt, and so
keeping them half a year or more, which then maddibtilled in as much common water or rose watds a
sufficient.

OILS ARE MADE OUT OF SEEDS THUS

Take of what seeds you please, bruised, two poidspring water take twenty pints, let them be enated for
the space of 24 hours, and then be distilled iopper still with a worm or alembic with its refrigging. The oil
extracted with the water, being separated witmaely keep the water for a new distillation.

This water after three or four distillations isery excellent water and better than is drawn any oud of that
vegetable whereof these are seeds; | mean foewuinugh not always for smell.

After the same manner are made oils of spices andatical woods.

OILS ARE MADE OUT OF BERRIES THUS

Take of what berries you please, being fresh, 2Z@s. Bruise them and put them into a wooden vegtiel12
pinte of spring water and and a pound of the seshtgaven. Let them be put in a cellar (the vdssielg close
stopped) for the space of three months. Then éghthe distilled in an alembic or copper still witieir
refrigeratory with as much spring water as is sigfit. After the separation of the oil, let the erabe kept for a
new distillation. Note that the water being usetinn or three distillations is a very excellent raand full of the
virtue of the berries.

OIL IS MADE OUT OF ANY SOLID WOOD THUS

Take of what wood you please, made into gross povedemuch as you will. Let it be put into a retamt distilled
in sand. The oil which first distills, as being tidnner and sweeter, must be kept apart whicth keictifying with
much water, may yet be made more pleasant. Theastir or spirit which in distilling comes firstrih, being
separated, which also (being rectified from theeghi with the heat of a balneum) may be kept for bising full of
the virtue of the wood.

After the same manner are made the oil and sgitértar, but thus much note, that both are more jpnd pleasant
being made out of the crystals than out of the etadtar.

TO MAKE A MOST EXCELLENT OIL OUT OF ANY WOOD OR GUM S
IN A SHORT TIME WITHOUT MUCH COST

Take of what wood you please or gum bruised srRall.it into a vessel fit for it. Then pour on soahuwf spirit of
salt as will cover your matter. Then set it in santh an alembic. Make the spirit boil so all thiefbes over with a



little phlegm, for the spirit of salt by its shagss frees the oil so that it flies over very easily
The spirit of salt being rectified may serve again.

TO MAKE VEGETABLES YIELD THEIR OIL EASILY

Distill them, being first bruised, in salt wateoy fsalt frees the oil from its body. Let them fibgt macerated three or
four days in the said water.

OIL OR SPIRIT OF TURPENTINE IS MADE THUS

Take of Venice turpentine as much as you pleaskpaspring water four times as much. Let them bieimto an
alembic or copper still with its refrigeratory. Thput fire under it. So there will distill a thinhite oil like water,
and in the bottom of the vessel will remain a hguich called Colophonia, which is called boiled turjrge. That
white oil may be better and freer from the smelihaf fire if it be drawn in balneum with a gourdiagiass-head.
Common oil of olive may be distilled after this nmen and be made very pleasant and sweet, alsoumctsbus
things, as spermaceti, storax liquid, and also ngamgs.

OIL OF GUMS, RESINS, FAT AND OILY THINGS MAY BE DRA WN
THUS

Take of either of these which you please, beingedeh pound, and and mix it with three poundiefgowder of
tiles or unslaked lime. Put them into a retort arttact an oil which with plenty of water may betifed.

Note that the water from whence the oil is sepdra®f excellent virtue, according to the natuféhe matter from
whence it is drawn.

OIL OF CAMPHOR IS MADE THUS

Take of camphor sliced thin as much as you pleadepat it into a double quantity of aqua fortisspirit of wine.
Let the glass, having a narrow neck, be set byith@r on sand or ashes the space of five or aixdy shaking the
glass every half hour, and the camphor will albizsolved and swim on the aqua fortis or spirivafe like an oil.
Note that if you separate it, it will all be harglaén presently, but not otherwise.

ANOTHER WAY TO MAKE OIL OF CAMPHOR THAT IT SHALL NOT
BE REDUCED AGAIN

Take of camphor powdered as much as you pleaspudritlinto a glass like a urinal. Put upon it drveturinal-
glass inverted, the joints being close shut. Sublinm ashes, inverting those urinals so ofteril tiit camphor be
turned into an oil. Then circulate it for the spaf@ month, and it will be so subtle that it véll presently vapor
away in the air, if the glass be open.

ANOTHER WAY TO MAKE OIL OF CAMPHOR

Take two ounces of camphor and dissolve it in fmumces of pure oil of olive. Then put them intorfpints of fair
water and distill them all together in a glass gowither in ashes or balneum, and there will ltllstith water and
oil, which separate and keep by itself.

All these kinds of oil of camphor are very goodiagaputrefaction, fits of the mother, passionshef heart, etc. A
few drops thereof may be taken in any liquor, erltheast be annointed therewith. Also, the fumestifemay be
taken in at the mouth

A TRUE OIL OF SUGAR

Take of the best white sugar candy and imbibeth wie best spirit of wine ten times, after evémyetdrying it
again. Then hang it in a white silken bag in a moédlar over a glass vessel that it may dissohe drop into it.
Evaporate the water in balneum, and in the bottdlirtive oil remain.

This is very excellent in all distempers of thedan

OIL OF AMBER IS MADE THUS

Take of yellow amber one part, of the powder aftflicalcined, or the powder of tiles two parts. dlenthem, put
them into a retort, and distill them in sand. Thenbich is white and clear that first distilledfpkeep by itself,
continuing the distillation as long as any oil distoff. Then let both oils be rectified apartargood quantity of



water.

The salt of amber, which adheres to the neck ofétert withinside, being gathered, let be purifisdsolution,
filtration, and coagulation according to art, amghkfor use.

After this manner may be made oils out of any gwhi&h may be powdered.

OIL OF MYRRH IS MADE THUS

Take of myrrh bruised or bay-salt, of each six g et them be dissolved in sixty pints of spnvefer and be
distilled in an alembic or copper still accordiimgairt.

OIL OF MYRRH PER DELIQUIUM OR BY DISSOLUTION IS MAD E
THUS

Take hen eggs hard boiled and cut in the middigtlemays. Take out the yolks, then fill up the hellbalf way
with powder of myrrh, and join the parts togethgaia, binding them with a thread. Set them uporategbetween
two platters in a cold moist place, so the liqubthe myrrh dissolved will distill into the lowelaiter.

OIL OF TARTAR PER DELIQUIUM, BY DISSOLUTION

Take of the best tartar calcined white accordingrtoPut it into a cotton bag, and hang it ind¢kar or some moist
place, putting under it a receiver.

OILS OF EXPRESSION ARE MADE THUS

Take of what things you please, such as will affamcil by expression. Bruise them, then put thetm & bag, and
press them strongly, putting a vessel under tavedhe oil.

Note that they must stand in the press some hbacsuse the oil drops by little and little.

Note also that if you warm them before you put thieto the press, they will yield more oil, but thiemvill not keep
so long as otherwise.

After this manner are made oils of nutmegs, maoegds, linseed, and such like.

A VOMITING & PURGING OIL MADE BY EXPRESSION

Take of the berries of ebulus or dwarf elder, asyras you please. Let them be dried but not oveshmiihen
bruise them, and in bruising them, moisten thenh Wit best spirit of wine until they begin to b/orhen warm
them by the fire, and press forth the oil, andtgetthe sun putrefied.

Ten drops of this oil taken inwardly works upwartlalownward, and is very good against the dropslyadin
waterish diseases.

The belly being therewith anointed is made thersdiyble.

Any part that is much pained with the gout or angtsgrief is presently eased by being anointed thih oil.

OIL OF JASMINE IS MADE THUS

Take of flowers of jasmine as many as you please pait them into as much sweet mature oil as yeasd. Put
them into a glass close stopped, and set thenttiatsun to be infused for the space of 20 daysn Tdiee them out
and strain the oil from the flowers and, if you Wbhave the oil yet stronger, put in new flowers @o as before.
This is a pleasant perfume and being mixed with @ild ointments gives them a grateful smell. #i$® used in the
perfuming of leather.

After this manner may be made oil of any flowerat Because | shall keep myself to the art of dédidn only, |
shall not so far digress as to speak of these kihadds, only | thought it good to set down thé afijasmine
because by reason of its fragrancy it has somegyalith chemical oils that are made by distillatio

TO MAKE ANY OIL OR WATER PER DESCENSUM

Take an earthen gourd and fill it full with woodleerbs, or what you please, being cut small. Theaert it, set it in
a furnace, and lute it well "hereunto. Then setlagrogourd of earth under it with a wider moutht tte uppermost
may go into it. Before you put the one into theenttyou must have a little vessel or instrumerttrofvith brims
around about on the top, by which it must hang theolower gourd, the body thereof being two oe¢hinches
deep and full of holes, so that the oil or wateymeop through and not the vegetable itself. lhis instrument,
being first set into the lower gourd, put the mootihe upper gourd. Then make your fire on theang keep it
burning as long as any liquor will drop.



The figure of the furnace is thus.

ZLONETS

A. Signifies the gourd containing the matter todisgilled.

B. The furnace containing the coals, so that theyosind the upper gourd.
C. The lower gourd or recipient set upon strawsing

D. The vessel of tin with holes and brims which hhesset in the recipient.

HOW TO MAKE AN OIL AND WATER OUT OF SOOT

This may be distilled per descensum or by retothas, viz., take of the best soot (which shinlks jet) and fill
with it a glass retort coated or earthen retothtoneck. Distill it with a strong fire by degraato a large receiver,
and there will come forth a yellowish spirit wittbkack oil which you may separate and digest.

HOW TO RECTIFY SPIRITS

You must set them in the sun in glasses well stdpped half filled, being set in sand to the thpedt of their height
that the water waxing hot by the heat of the sug segarate itself from the phlegm mixed therewitticlv will be
performed in 12 or 15 days. There is another betssrto do this which is to distill them again ialbeum with a
gentle fire, or if you will put them into a retdtirnished with its receiver and set them upon alyst iron bowls, or
in an iron mortar directly opposite the beams efshn, as you may learn by these ensuing signs.

A retort with its receiver standing upon crystal®just opposite to the sun beams.



A. Shows the retort.
B. Shows the receiver.
C. The crystal bowls.

Another retort with its receiver standing in a marbr iron mortar directly opposite the sun.

A. Shows the retort.
B. The marble or iron mortar
C. The receiver.

HOW TO RECTIFY ALL STINKING THICK BLACK OILS THAT AR E
MADE BY A RETORT AND TO TAKE AWAY THEIR STINK

Take oil of amber, or any such stinking oil, punib a glass retort, the fourth part only beintl, fpour on it drop
by drop the spirit of salt (or any other acid gpiaind they will boil together. When so much of #périt is poured
on that it boils no more, then cease and distiFFiitst comes over a stinking water, then a cldaiteywell smelling
oil, and after that a yellow oil which is indiffaregood. But the spirit of salt has lost its shagm The volatile salt
of the oil remains coagulated with the spirit df sad is black and tastes like sal ammoniac, adno smell being
sublimed from it. Now the reason of all this ischese the volatile salt of the oil, which is thesaof the stink
thereof, is fixed by the acid spirit of the satit ficid spirits and volatile salts are contrarydhe to the other, and
spirit of urine or any volatile salt will precipteany metal as well as salt of tartar.

These oils will remain clear and have far moreuwgrthan the ordinary sort of oils have.

As for common ordinary distilled oils, they need,ribthey be well separated from the water withicttthey were
distilled, any rectifying at all. If you go about tectify them, you will lose a good part of thendanake that which
remains not at all the better. But if there be betger than another for rectifying of them it isdigestion, by which
you may separate afterwards, and by this meanslyallilose none of the oils.

John French - The Art of Distillation - Book
I



BOOK Il

OF COMPOUND WATERS AND SPIRITS
A DISSOLVING MENSTRUUM

Take cyprus, turpentine, and the best spirit ofeywf each two pounds. Distill them in a glass daeither in
balneum or ashes. Separate the oil from the sgitita tunnel or separating glass. Distill the B@igain and so
often until it favors no more of the oil of turpém, and then it is sufficiently prepared.

This menstruum dissolves any hard stones preseamitlextracts the tincture of coral.

A glass gourd with its head.

ANOTHER DISSOLVING MENSTRUUM OR ACETUM
PHILOSOPHICUM

Take honey, salt melted, of each one pound, atlgectrongest spirit of vinegar two pounds. Dighstn for the
space of a fortnight or more. Then distill thenaghes, cohobate the liquor upon the feces thrémiptimes, and
then rectify the spirit.

Note that they must be done in a large glass gourd.

This is of the same virtue as the former, if norengowerful.

ANOTHER DISSOLVING MENSTRUUM

Take of the best rectified spirit of wine with whigmbibe the strongest unslaked lime until theyrzle into a
paste. Then put them into a glass gourd and digfithe spirit in ashes. This spirit pour on ménesh lime, and do
as before. Do this three or four times and you aNe a very subtle spirit able to dissolve moistgh and to
extract the virtue out of them.

PARACELSUS HIS ELIXIR SUBTILITATIS

Take oil of olive, honey, rectified spirit of winef each a pint. Distill them all together in ashElsen separate all
the phlegm from the oils which will be distinguishiey many colors. Put all these colors into a paljand add to
them the third part of the essence of balm anémsdihe, and digest them for the space of a morttbnkeep it for
use. The liquor is so subtle that it penetratesything.

USQUE - BATH OR IRISH AQUA VITAE IS MADE THUS

Take a gallon of small aqua vitae and put it intflesss vessel. Put thereto a quart of canary $aockpounds of
raisins of the sun stoned, but not washed, two @sinf dates stoned, and the white skins theretégolt, two
ounces of cinnamon grossly bruised, four good ngtieuised, an ounce of the best english licoticed and



bruised. Stop the vessels very close and let tiusé in a cold place six or eight days. ThenHetliguor run
through a bag called Manica Hippocratis made otevbotton.
This liquor is commonly used in surfeits, beingo®d stomach water.

AQUA CELESTIS IS MADE THUS

Take of cinnamon, cloves, ginger, nutmegs, zedagiangal, long pepper, citron pill, spikenardnlign aloes,
cububs, cardamum, calamus aromaticus, germanaemdpine, mace, white frankincense, tormentil,
hermodactyls, the pith of dwarf elder, juniper sy bay berries, the seeds and flowers of motherite seeds of
smallage, the seeds of fennel, seeds of aniséedhies of sorrel, the leaves of sage, the leavédwbrt, rosemary,
marJoram, mints, pennyroyal, stechados, the floakedder, the flowers of red roses, the flowersvbfte roses, of
the leaves of scabious, rue, the lesser moonwgritnany, centory, fumitory, pimpernel, sow thistésebright,
maidenhair, endive, red launders, aloes - of eaotounces, pure amber, the best rhubarb - of eeclltams,
dried figs, raisins of the sun, stoned dates, saipebdnds, grains of the pine - of each an ounce.

Of the best aqua vitae to the quantity of themddlthe best hard sugar a pound, of white honefyahpbund. Then
add the root of gentian, flowers of rosemary, peppé, the root of briony, sow bread, wormwood -eath half an
ounce.

Now before these are distilled, quench gold beiagl@red hot, oftentimes in the aforesaid waterthprein
oriental pearls beaten small an ounce, and theifi diafter 24 hours infusion.

This is a very cordial water, good against fainsiagd infection.

AQUA IMPERIALIS IS MADE THUS

Take of the rind of citrons dried, oranges, nutnegyes, cinnamon - of each two ounces; of eachahpbund of
the roots of flowers-de-luce, the roots of cypths, roots of calamus aromaticus, the roots of zggdae roots of
galangal, the roots of ginger; two handsful eactheftops of lavender, the tops of rosemary; ofehges of the
bay tree, of the leaves of marjoram, of the leafdsmlm, of the leaves of mint, of the leaves afesaf the leaves
of thyme, flowers of white roses, flowers of damasses, of each half a handful; rose water, footspithe best
white wine, a gallon.

Bruise what must be bruised. Then infuse them4ha@urs, after which distill them.

This is of the same virtue as the former.

AQUA MIRABILIS IS MADE THUS

Take a dram each of cloves, galangal, cububs, nsacgamum, nutmeg, and ginger; half a pint of thegj of
sallendine; a pint of the spirit of wine; threetgiof white wine. Infuse all these 24 hours, arehttistill off two
pints by alembic. This water is very good againistovin the stomach and head.

DR. STEPHEN'S WATER IS MADE THUS

Take a gallon of gascoigne wine; a dram each afagingalganal, cinnamon, nutmeg, grains, anisesuhell seeds,
carroway seeds; a handful each of sage, red mgdspses, thyme, pellitory, rosemary, wild thyigamomile,
and lavender.

Beat the spices small and bruise the herbs, lettiegn macerate 12 hours, stirring them now and. théstill them
by an alembic or copper still with its refrigeratoKeep the first pint by itself, and the secondtbgif.

Note that the first pint will be hotter, but thecead the stronger of the ingredients.

This water is well known to comfort all the prinaiparts.

A FAMOUS SURFEIT WATER

Take of red poppy cakes (after the water has bistifiet! from them in a cold still) not over dri¢éado pounds. Pour
upon them of the water of red poppy a gallon ahdlf canary wine three pints. Add to them of codier seeds
bruised four ounces, of dill seed bruised two osnoécloves bruised half an ounce, of nutmeg dlae ounce, of
rosemary a handful, three oranges cut in the midiill them in a hot still. To the water put thece of six
oranges and hang in it half an ounce of nutmegdland as much cinnamon bruised, two drams of s|ave
handful of rosemary cut small, sweet fennel seediséd an ounce, of raisins of the sun stonedehptiund, being
all put into a bag, which may be hung in the wéttee vessel being close stopped) the space of ghmamd then be
taken out and cast away, the liquor thereof baisg pressed out into the foresaid water.

This water is of wonderful virtue in surfeits aneyrisies, composes the spirits, causes rest, dajgstion if two

or three or four ounces thereof be drunk, and #ieept composes himself to rest.



A PECTORAL WATER

Distill green hysop in a cold still until you hasegallon and a half of the water. To this put foandfuls of dried
hysop, a handful of rue, as much of rosemary, amdiound, elecampane root, bruised, and of hodiskraoot,
bruised, of each four ounces, of tobacco in thetleae ounces, aniseed bruised two ounces, twdgjohcanary
wine. Let them all stand in digestion two days #reh distill them. In the water that is distilledtfhalf a pound of
raisins of the sun stoned, of licorice two ouneegeet fennel seeds bruised two ounces and a hadkrgsliced an
ounce and a half. Let them be infused in frigide space of ten days. Then take them out.

This water sweetened with sugar candy and drutiket@uantity of three or four ounces twice in a gayery good
for those that are ptisical. It strengthens thg#jmttenuates thick phlegm, opens obstructiorsjsavery good to
comfort the stomach.

A VERY EXCELLENT WATER AGAINST THE WORMS

Take of worm seed eight ounces, the shavings ¢$-mern two ounces, of peach flowers dried an ouotaloes
bruised half an ounce. Pour on these the watemsfyt rue, peach flowers, and of wormwood, of eapmt and a
half. Let them, being put into a glass vessel gested the space of three days. Then distill tligwhobate this
water three times.

This water is very excellent against the wormsndty be given from half an ounce to 3 ounces, adogit the age
of the patient.

A WATER AGAINST THE CONVULSIONS

Take of ros vitriol (which is that water that istlled from vitriol in the calcining thereof) twguarts. In this put of
rue a handful, juniper berries bruised an ouncéagfberries bruised half an ounce, piony berriagsbd six drams,
camphor two drams, rhubarb sliced an ounce. Difjese four days in a temperate balneum. Thenldrgin in a
glass vessel in ashes, and there will come oveatarf no small virtue.

It cures convulsions in children, especially. lipsealso the vertigo, the hysterical passion, guilggsy. It is very
excellent against all offensive vapors and wind #mnoys the head and stomach.

It may be taken from two drams to two ounces.

A HYDROPICAL WATER

Take of wormwood, broom blossoms, of each a likengjty. Bruise them and mix with them some leaved let
them stand in fermentation in a cold place the spd@ week. Then distill them in a cold still utiiey be very dry.
Take a gallon of this water and half a gallon & $ipirit of urine. Pour them upon two pounds oédiroom
blossoms, half a pound of horse-radish roots dtfeée ounces of the best rhubarb sliced, two ainoteweet
fennel seed bruised, and an ounce and a half ofewitLet them digest a week, being put into a glassel in a
temperate balneum. Then press the liquor hard fhenfieces. Put this liquor in the said vessel agathto it put
three ounces of sweet fennel seeds bruised, legticed two ounces. Digest them in a gentle heahk space of a
week. Then pour it off from the feces and keepase stopped.

This water being drunk from the quantity of an cate four ounces every morning, and at four ofdloek in the
afternoon, does seldom fail in curing the droplistrengthens also the liver, is very good agagnatvel in the
back, stone, cures the scurvy, gout, and suchs#isess proceed from the weakness and obstructioing lver.

A WATER AGAINST THE COLIC

Take of aniseed 3 ounces, cumin seed 3 drams,rnomaalf an ounce, mace, cloves, nutmeg, of eatrhm,
galangal, 3 drams, calamus aromaticus, dried,amatfunce, the dried rind of oranges, 2 ounces,drags, half an
ounce.

Let all these, being bruised, be macerated inisits @f mallago wine, and then be distilled in lgalm until all be
dry.

This water being drunk to the quantity of an ouacéno at a time does ease the gripings of theylagltl stomach
very much.

A WATER AGAINST THE VERTIGO AND CONVULSIONS

Take of black cherries bruised with their kernalgallon; of the flowers of lavender, 3 handfulalflan ounce of
white mustard seed bruised. Mix these togethettlagial put some ferment to them and let them staoskaovered
the space of a week. Then distill them in balneuwti all be dry.



The water being drunk to the quantity of an ouncevo or three does much relieve the weaknesseohéad and
helps the vertigo thereof, as also strengthensitievs, and expels windiness out of the head amasth.

A COMPOUND WATER OF BURRE ROOT CAUSING SWEAT

Take the root of the great burre fresh, the rodhefswallow wort fresh, and the middle rind of thet of the ash
tree; of each two pounds.

Cut them small and infuse them 24 hours in the Wb#e wine and rue vinegar, of each five pintsefldistill them
in balneum until all be dry. Put to the water axmaf the spirit of sulphur per campanam as wilegt a pleasant
acidity, and to every pint of the water put a séewgnd a half of camphor cut small and tied up rag which may
continually hang in the water.

This was a famous water in Germany against theuplagestilential and epidemical diseases. It casisest
wonderful if two or three ounces thereof be drun# the patient composes himself to sweat.

ANOTHER EXCELLENT SUDORIFIC AND PLAGUE WATER

Take of the best spirit of wine, a gallon; andromastreakle, six ounces; myrrh, two ounces; thésrobcolts foot,
three ounces; spermaceti, terra sigillata, of dmthan ounce; the root of swallow wort, an ourdigany,
pimpernell, valerian root, of each two drams; caarghdram.

Mix all these together in a glass vessel, andhlemnt stand close stopped the space of 8 days Buthe

Let the patient drink of this a spoonful or two anmmmpose himself to sweat.

DR. BURGES, HIS PLAGUE WATER

Take three pints of muscadine and boil in it saggrae, of each a handful, until a pint be wastéskn strain it and
set it over the fire again. Put thereto a dranoafjlpepper, ginger, and nutmeg, of each half aceyureing all
bruised together. Then boil them a little and jpet¢to half an ounce of andromachus-treakle, amee tthrams of
mithridate, and a quarter of a pint of the besteding water.

This water (which, as says the author, must be &gpour life, and above all earthly treasure) rbastaken to the
guantity of a spoonful or two morning and evenifgpu be already infected, and sweat thereupoyolf be not
infected, a spoonful is sufficient, half in the miorg and half at night. All the plague time underd3says the
author) trust to this, for there was never man, wopor child that failed of their expectation ikitay it. This is also
of the same efficacy, not only against the plagué pox, measles, surfeits, etc.

CROLLIUS, HIS TREAKLE WATER CAMPHORATED

Take of andromachus, his treakle, five ounceshtdst myrrh, two ounces and a half; the best saffiali an ounce;
camphor, two drams.

Mix them together. Then pour upon them ten ounédlseobest spirit of wine, and let them stand 2drkan a
warm place. Then distill them in balneum with adgral fire. Cohobate the spirit three times.

This spirit causes sweat wonderfully and residtenahner of infection.

It may be taken from a dram to an ounce in someagpiate liquor.

A DISTILLED TREAKLE VINEGAR

Take of the roots of bistort, gentian, angelicam@ntil, pimpernel, of each 10 drams; bay berjigsiper berries, of
each an ounce; nutmeg, five drams; the shavingassfafras, two ounces; zedoary, half a dram; \shitders, three
drams; the leaves of rue, wormwood, scordium, ohdwlf a handful; the flowers of wall flower, bogk, of each a
handful and a half; andromachus treakle, mithridateach six drams.

Infuse them all in three pints of the best whiteewinegar for the space of 8 days in frigido iasgl vessels. Then
distill them in balneum.

The spirit is very good to prevent them that aee firom infection, and those that are already tefisdrom the
danger thereof, if two or three spoonfuls theremfdken once a day, with sweating after, for thbaeare infected,
but without sweating for others.

AN EXCELLENT WATER AGAINST THE STONE IN THE KIDNEYS

Take of the middle rind of the root of ash, bruis2gounds; juniper berries, bruised, 3 poundsicesturpentine
that is very pure, 2 pounds and a half.
Put these into 12 pints of spring water in a glaesssel well closed, and there let them putrifydnse dung for the



space of three months. Then distill them in ashelstiaere will come forth an oil and a water. Sefeatiae one from
the other.

Ten or twelve drops of this oil being taken everyrning in four or six spoonfuls of the said watessdlves the
gravel and stone in the kidneys most wonderfully.

ANOTHER WATER FOR THE SAME USE

Take the juice of radishes and lemons, of eactuaghand a half; waters of betony, tansy, saxifragd, vervain, of
each a pint; hydromel and malmefey, of each twangdsuln these liquors mixed together, infuse ferspace of 4
or 5 days in a gentle balneum, juniper berrieg @pd newly gathered, being bruised, 3 ouncesdéd of
gromwell, burdock, radish, saxifrage, nettles, asjanise, and fennel, of each an ounce and athelfpur cold
seeds, the seed of great mallows, of each six ditamgalx of egg shells, cinnamon, of each threend; of
camphor two drams. Let all be well strained antiliid in ashes.

Two ounces of this water taken every morning doesderfully cleanse the kidneys, provoke urine, exigel the
stone, especially if you calcine the feces andaexthe salt thereof with the said water.

TO MAKE AN EXCELLENT WOUND WATER

Take plantain, rib wort, bone wort, wild angelicad mints, betony, agrimony, sanicle, blue bottsite bottles,
scabious, dandelion, evens, honeysuckle leavesibibesbuds, hawthorne buds and leaves, mugworty dadgs,
leaves and flowers, wormwood, southern wood, oheae handful. Boil all these in a bottle of whitane and as
much spring water, until one half be wasted. Whénthus boiled, strain it from the herbs andtpuit half a pound
of honey and let it boil a little after. Then paotad bottles and keep it for your use.

Note that these herbs must be gathered in May batyyou may keep them dry and make your watengtiane.
This water is very famous in many countries, arfthit done such cures in curing outward and inwanghas,
impostumes, and ulcers that you would scarce beita¥ | should recite them to you. Also it is yegood to heal a
sore mouth.

The patient must take three or four spoonfuls tfemgorning and evening, and in a short time hel imal ease and
indeed a cure, unless he be so far declined agngathmost can recover him.

If the wound be outward, it must be washed theteveihd the linen clothes wet in the same be apffieckto.

DR. MATHIAS, HIS PALSY WATER IS MADE THUS

Take of lavender flowers a gallon and pour upomtioé the best spirit of wine, three gallons. Theset being
close stopped, let them be macerated togetheeiauh for the space of sex days. Then distill theatembic with
its refrigeratory. Then take the flowers of sagsemary, betony, of each a handful; borage, bugiities of the
valley, cowslips, of each two handfuls.

Let the flowers be fresh, and seasonably gatharetimacerated in a gallon of the beat spirits ofevand mixed
with the aforesaid spirit of lavender. Then addl#aves of balm, motherwort, orange tree newly gyath, the
flowers of stechados, oranges, bayberries, of anaunce.

After a convenient digestion let them be distillghin. Then add the outward rinds of citrons, tedf peony
husked, of each six drams; cinnamon, nutmeg, ntacdamum, cububs, of yellow sanders, of each Imatfumce;
lignum aloes, one dram; the best jujube, the kertaien out, half a pound.

Let them be digested for the space of six weeken®train and filter the liquor to which add of paeed pearl two
drams; prepared emerald, a scruple; ambergris, ,sa#fkon, red roses, launders, of each an ouradksvy sanders,
rinds of citrons dried, of each a dram.

Let all these species be tied in a silken bag amg) lin the foresaid spirit.

A SCORBUTICAL WATEROR A COMPOUND WATER OF
HORSERADISH IS MADE THUS

Take the leaves of both scurvy grass, being madeckean, of each six pounds. Let these be bruaseldthe juice
pressed forth, to which add the juice of brook linvatercress, of each half a pound; of the bestewhine, eight
pints; twelve whole lemons cut; of the fresh raaftdriony, four pounds; horseradish, two poundsyatimeg, four
ounces.

Let them be macerated three days and distilled.

Three or four spoonfuls of this water taken twic@iday cures the scurvy presently.



SPIRIT OF CASTOR IS MADE THUS

Take of fresh castoreum, two ounces; flowers oéhaler, fresh, half an ounce; sage, rosemary, &f ®ax drams;
cinnamon, three drams; mace, cloves, of each a;dhenest rectified spirit of wine, three pints.

Let them be digested in a glass (two parts of thegeg empty) stopped close with a bladder, anil teo days in
warm ashes. Then distill the spirit in balneum, kedp it in a glass close stopped. If you would eniaktronger,
take a pint of this spirit and an ounce of the pemaf castoreum. Put them into a glass and digesh into a cold
place for space of ten days, and then strain @ugpirit.

This spirit is very good against fits of the mothgaissions of the heart which arise from vapors, et

BEZEARD WATER IS MADE THUS

Take of the leaves of the greater sallandine tagetiith the roots thereof, three handfuls and & béfue, two
handfuls; scordium, four handfuls; dittany of Crefarduus, of each a handful and a half; root dbaey, angelica,
of each three drams; the outward rind of citroes)dns, of each six drams; the flower of wall gflbwer, an ounce
and a half; red roses, the lesser centory, of eastirams; cinnamon, cloves, of each three dramdrcenachus,
his treakle, three ounces; mithridate, an ouncesamalf, camphor, two scruples; trochisces of \8paro ounces;
mace, two drams; lignum aloes, half an ounce; weflanders, a dram and a half; the seeds of cardousynce;
citron, six drams.

Cut those things that are to be cut, and let themnacerated three days in the best spirit of witbrauscadine, of
each three pints and a half; vinegar of wall dibwers and the juice of lemons, of each a pint.them be distilled
in a glazed vessel in balneum.

After half the liquor is distilled off, let that vith remains in the vessel be strained throughemlioth and vapored
away to the thickness of honey which may be cal&®zeard extract.

This water is a great cordial and good againstiaf@gtion.

TO MAKE A SPECIFICAL SUDORIFIC

Take of ginger a pound; long pepper and black pembeach half an ounce; of cardamums, three draftgains,
an ounce. Powder them and put them into a glasshaif an ounce of the best camphor; distilled gare two
pounds; digest them a month and then separatdrtegar by expression which must putrefy a monthtaed be
circulated for the space of a week. Then filtemt you have as powerful a sudorific as ever wasnre made.
The dose is from a dram to half an ounce, and trbek in a draught of posset drink.

TREAKLE WATER IS MADE THUS

Take the juice of the green shells of walnuts foamnds, the juice of rue three pints, carduus, go&dj balm, of
each two pints. The root of butter burr fresh, ammband a half, burr, angelica, master wort freleach half a
pound. The leaves of scordium, four handfuls. @idramachus treakle, mithridate, of each eight osinite best
canarie, twelve pints, the sharpest vinegar, sitspthe juice of lemons, two pints.

Digest them two days in horse dung, the vessebbdirse stopped.

Then distill them in sand.

AQUA MARIAE IS MADE THUS

Take of sugar candid, one pound; canarie winepsices; rose water, four ounces. Make of theseugp snd boil
it well, to which add of aqua imperialis, two pingsnbergris, musk, of each eighteen grains; yetlanders, infused
in aqua imperialis, two drams.

THE MOTHER WATER COMMONLY CALLED HYSTERICAL WATER
IS MADE THUS

Take of the juice of the root of briony four pounds

Leaves of rue, mugwort, of each two pounds. sasaddthree handfuls. motherwort, nippe, pennyrpghkach
two handfuls. garden basil, dittany of Crete, affea handful and a half. The rind of yellow orandessh, four
ounces. myrrh, two ounces. castoreum, an ounceclearie wine, twelve pints.

Let them be distilled four days in a fit vesselemidistill them in balneum.



A VOMITING WATER IS MADE THUS

Take of the best tobacco in leaves, cut small, faunces; squils, two ounces; nutmeg sliced, hatfumce. Put
these into three pints of spring water, a pint bftevwine vinegar. Distill them in a hot still oleanbic.

If you would have it stronger, you must put thigevaon fresh ingredients and distill it again.

A little quantity of this water is a most safe aftectual vomit, and may be taken from the eldeshé youngest, if
so be you proportion the quantity to the strendttie patient.

You may dulcify it with sugar or syrup if you pleas

A VOMITING WATER MADE BY PLATEAUS

Take of green walnuts gathered about midsummeishadot, of each bruised, two parts; of distilleihe vinegar,
four parts. Digest them five days, then distillrthin balneum.
This being taken to the quantity of two spoonfolsthree, causes easy vomiting.

A DISTILLED WATER THAT PURGES WITHOUT ANY PAIN OR
GRIPING

Take of scammony an ounce; hermodactyles, two @ytice seeds of broom, of the lesser spurge, offdger, of
each half an ounce; the juice of dwarf elder, déiwaisses cucumber, of black hellebore, the frasheft of elder, of
each an ounce and a half; polypodium, six oundeserme, three ounces; red sugar, eight ounces; condistilled
water, six pints.

Let all these be bruised and infused in the waden@urs, then be distilled in balneum.

This water may be given from two drams to threecesnand it purges all manner of humors, operabaliructions,
and is pleasant to be taken. Those whose stomaatielall other physics may take this without afigrze.

After it is distilled there may be a little bagsyices in it, as also it may be sweetened withrsagany opening

syrup.
A SPECIFIC LIQUOR AGAINST THE TOOTHACHE

Take of oil of cloves well rectified half an ounde.it dissolve half a dram of camphor. Add to thefhthe spirit of
turpentine, four times rectified in which half adr of opium has been infused, half an ounce.
A drop or two of this liquor put into a hollow tdowith some lint eases the toothache presently.

John French - The Art of Distillation - Book
Il

BOOK Il

OF MINERALS
SPIRIT OF SALT IS MADE THUS

Take of the best bay salt as much as you pleasét. e dissolved in spring water and filtered. Miss with brine
in a copper vessel, of the powder of bricks ostitavice or thrice as much as the salt beforeigsodlution was in
weight; let the water vapor away over the fire tommlly stirring of it) until it be dry. Then puahis powder into a
glass retort well luted, or an earthen retort, pntit into a furnace (a large receiver joinedttadcording to art).
Then give fire to it by degrees until it will bean open fire, for the space of 12 hours. You dimale a very acid oil
or spirit in the receiver. That liquor, being potd a little retort in sand, may be rectified bg traporing away of
the phlegm. Then keep it for use in a glass very stepped that no air goes in.

Spirit of salt is very good in fevers putrid, ashiydropical diseases.



A retort and its receiver before they be set onkwor

OIL OR SPIRIT OF SALT MAY ALSO BE MADE AFTER THISM ANNER

Take one part of salt and three parts of powdérrioks or tiles, mix them together, and put theto i retort either
of glass or earth, to which put fire as before.

After this manner you may make oil or spirit ofrajtsalt gem, alum.

Note that these salts must first be calcined wtiaone by exhaling their phlegm.

TO TURN SALTPETRE INTO A WATER BY A MERE DIGESTION

Take of saltpetre powdered very small and withilitHe fourth part of a bolt head. Close it wetidhlet it stand in
the heat of ashes or sand the space of six weetts;cu shall see a good part of it turned into waentinue it in
the said heat until it be all dissolved.

This is of incomparable use in fevers and agaimsthg or any putrefaction in the body, and is indeedost rare
secret.

SPIRIT OF SALT ARMONIAC

Dissolve sal ammoniac in distilled spirit of urioeer a moderate heat. In this spirit let brickstbeanto small
pieces and made red hot be quenched until theyih#hibed all the water. Then make distillation inetort in sand
or in a naked fire.

This spirit is of greater strength than that ofestkalts.

OIL OR SPIRIT OF VITRIOL IS MADE THUS

Take of hungarian, or the best english vitriolpasch as you please. Let it be melted in an eanthegel glazed,
with a soft fire, that all the moisture may exhalentinually stirring of it, until it be broughtta a yellow powder
which must be put into a glass retort well lutechnrearthen retort that will endure the fire. Huae receiver to the
retort and close the joints well together. Theregifire by degrees until the second day. Thenerthk strongest
heat you can until the receiver which before wak dath fumes be clear again. Let the liquor ttsadlistilled off be



put into a little retort, and the phlegm be dravfnirosand. So will the oil be rectified which isost strong and
ponderous, and must be kept by itself.

Many call that phlegm which is drawn off in rectifg, the spirit of vitriol.

This oil or spirit is very excellent in putrid fenge resisting putrefaction. Also, it opens all ebstions and is very
diuretical.

A RED AND HEAVY OIL OF VITRIOL

Take of calcined vitriol one part, flints grosslgvypdered, two parts. Of these with spirit of winekea paste.
Distill it in a retort and there will come forthrad heavy oil.

This is to be used rather about metals than imdtay. Only if the scurfe on the head be anointedetwith two or
three times in a week, it will fall off and the lielae cured.

TO DULCIFY THE SPIRIT OF VITRIOL AND OF SALT

Take the spirit of vitriol, or of salt, and the bepirit of wine, of each half a pound. Distill then a retort together
three or four-times, and they will be united ingedy and become sweet.

Some put eight eight ounces of the best sugar canthese spirits before they be thus distilled.

Ten or twenty drops of this compound spirit beiakgen in any appropriate liquor is very good in poyrid or
epidemical disease.

GILLA THEOPHRASTI OR A MOST DELICATE VOMITING LIQUO R
MADE OF VITRIOL

Take of crystals made out of copper or iron. Digsdhem in the acid phlegm that first comes fontthie distilling
of common vitriol. Circulate them eight days.

This liguor must be taken in wine. It causes vamgitinstantly, and is most excellent to cleansesarehgthen the
stomach and to cure all such distempers that ingethence, as salt defluxions, fevers, wormsdhehe, vertigo,
the hysterical passion, and such like.

The dose is from a scruple to two scruples.

OIL OF SULPHUR PER CAMPANUM

Take a large iron vessel like a platter. Over itdha glass bell that has a nose like the headofdastill. Fill the
lower vessel, being narrower than the compasseobél or head, with brimstone or sulphur. Inflaithso will the
fume which arises from thence be condensed in¢hértto a liquor which will drop down through tm®se into the
receiver.

Note that the bell must hang at such a distanca the other vessel that the flame of the sulphuches it not,
according to this following example.
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If instead of this broad vessel, you take a largeible and melt in it saltpetre and cast sulphoruit thus melted,
you shall make a great deal quicker dispatch.
This spirit is of the same nature, and has the sgyeeations, as oil of vitriol.

THE OIL OF SULPHUR IS MADE AFTER A MORE PHILOSOPHIC AL
MANNER THUS

Take of crude sulphur as much as you please. Rubit melting vessel to be dissolved over the fBeing
dissolved, pour it forth into seething hot watéigtdo ten or more times, remembering that the matest be
always seething hot) and you shall see that thghsulwill be like butter. Then put it into a retgpburing on it the
best spirit of wine. Distill it with a soft fire,ral there will come forth an oil of a golden colof.a good taste and
smell which is the true balsam of sulphur. Thetlwélt swims on the spirit must be separated.

This oil for the cure of all distempers of the lsnépr all fevers whether putrid or pentilentiaidathe cure of
wounds and ulcers, is scarce to be equalled.

THE ESSENCE OF SULPHUR

Take of sulphur vivum as much as you please. Dissiblas well as you can in aqua fortis (made tfaliand
saltpetre). Then evaporate the aqua fortis, anmd iénerberate the matter until it becomes very Eedkact the
tincture with spirit of wine, and then digest thantil the essence be separated from the spiritdikeil and sink to
the bottom.

This essence also is of wonderful virtue agairigtutrefaction both inward and outward, a greatpreative
against the plague, and is wonderful balsamical,cames all sores both old and new, even to adimirat

THE OIL OF ARSENIC IS MADE THUS

Take of crystalline arsenic (being first sublimeithveolcothar alone) as much as you please. Maith an equal
weight of the salt of tartar, and saltpetre. Leinthbe between two little pots or crucibles (whetbefupper has a
hole) calcined until no fume ascends. The mattargohus calcined dissolve in warm water that yayrmdraw a
salt from thence. The powder which falls to thetdwotimbibe with the liquor of tartar, and dry it the fire. This
you must do three times. Then dissolve the matterarm water that you may draw out the salt theraiod there
will remain a most white powder, and fixed, whichai moist place will be dissolved into a liquid teatike oil or
butter.

AQUA FORTIS OR A STRONG SPIRIT (THAT WILL DISSOLVE S ILVER
AND BASER METALS) IS MADE THUS

Take of vitriol calcined two parts and of nitre queat. Grind and mix them well together and putrthieto a glass
retort coated or earthen retort that will endueefite. Set them into the furnace in an open firé then, having
fitted a large receiver, distill it by degrees #pace of 24 hours. Then rectify the water or sjirtand.

AQUA REGIA OR STYGIA OR A STRONG SPIRIT THAT WILL
DISSOLVE GOLD IS MADE THUS

Take of nitre two parts, salt armoniac one par, e powder of flints three parts. Put them intyiasss retort
coated or earthen retort that will endure the fistill them by degrees over a naked fire for space of 24 hours.
Take it out and rectify it. This water will dissel\gold.

ANOTHER AQUA REGIA IS MADE THUS

Take of spirit of nitre as much as you please.aPditam of crude nitre to every ounce of it, andilitbe as strong
as any aqua regia.
This water will dissolve gold.

TO MAKE A MOST STRONG AND VEHEMENT AQUA FORTIS

Take of the strongest aqua fortis that you caragdtwell rectified a pound, of mercury sublimedrfounces, and
sal ammoniac two ounces. Mix all these together.



OIL OR BUTTER OF ANTIMONY IS MADE THUS

Take of crude antimony as much as you please aadidiimed mercury a like quantity. Make them battoia very
fine powder and mix them and put them into a gtesst, the neck whereof must be large. Give fiyaelbgrees in a
close reverberatory, or let the distillation be madsand. There will distill into the receiveradrfess; part whereof,
sticking to the neck of the retort, will melt byight fire being put to it. That fatness may betifead in a retort and
either be kept by itself as it is, or set in aaetir moist place and be resolved into a liquor.

This oil must be washed in good store of water, thied there will settle to the bottom a white pomaich, being
washed often in fair water until all the sharprissgone, is then called mercurius vitae, six oesegrains whereof
is an excellent vomiting medicine.

A furnace for a close reverberation furnished w#hretort and receiver.
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A. Shows the furnace.

B. The retort.

C. The receiver.

D. The vessel filled with cold water.

HOW TO MAKE A WATER OUT OF ANTIMONY WHEREOF A FEW
DROPS SHALL PURGE OR SWEAT AND WHICH HAS NEITHER
SMELL OR SCARCE ANY TASTE

Take flowers of antimony and sublime them withaaimoniac six or seven times. Then wash away thevial
warm water and dry the powder, which then lay thire marble in a cellar until it be dissolved (Whikill be in six
weeks time). This water, if it be taken to the ditgrof twenty drops, will purge. If in a lesserantity, it will
sweat.

TO MAKE AN OIL OR QUINTESSENCE OF METALS

Dissolve what metal or mineral you please in argjrgpirit of salt (except silver which must be diged in aqua
fortis). Draw off the phlegm in balneum, pour ootred spirit of wine, and digest them so longilatred oil
swims above which is the quintessence of metalsa@ndrals, and is a very great secret.

THE TRUE SPIRIT OF ANTIMONY IS MADE THUS

Take of the subtle powder of the regulus of antignas much as you please. Sublime it of itself untilill sublime
no more (still putting what is sublimed to that aethremains at the bottom) or with sal ammoniamsigeven times
(remembering that then you must dulcify it with wawater by dissolving therewith the salt, and diey precipitate
afterwards). Set this fixed powder in a cellarjiayit very thin upon a marble stone, and in atsxitveeks or two
months it will all be dissolved into water which stibe filtered. Then evaporate part of this wadad let it stand
two or three days in the cellar to crystallize. 3dnerystals purify and dry. Mix them with three éisrthe quantity of



the gross powder of tiles, distill them in a retard there will come forth first a white spiricathen a red, which
you may rectify in balneum.

THE TRUE OIL OR ESSENCE OF ANTIMONY IS MADE THUS

Take of the foresaid crystals. Dissolve them indycertified spirit of wine. Digest them two monihsbalneum or
horse dung. Then evaporate the spirit of wine aedetwill remain in the bottom the true oil or esseof
antimony.

Then take new crystals of antimony and let themilmleither this oil or the foresaid spirit untiethwill imbibe no
more. Then digest them two months in sand, and\ikpecome a flowing fixed salt, and of excellestue.

The aforesaid spirit, this oil, and essence ofraoitiy may be equalized to aurum potabile to allntgend
purposes, according to a medicinal use, espedtalyixed essence. The dose is five or six grains.

A BURNING SPIRIT MADE OUT OF LEAD MOST FRAGRANT AND
BALSAMICAL

Take the calx of saturn, or else minium, and pgaruit so much spirit of vinegar that may covebitr fingers
breadth. Digest them in a warm place the spacd dio2irs, often stirring them that the matter settietoo thick in
the bottom. Then decant the menstruum and pourare.rigest it as before and this do so often watitihe
saltness be extracted. Filter and clarify all trenstruum being put together. Then evaporate itdvadfy and set the
other part in a cold place until it crystallizeheEe crystals dissolve again in fresh spirit oéger. Filter and
coagulate the liquor again into crystals, and doi®ften until they be sufficiently impregnated wihe sal
ammoniac of the vinegar as their proper fermergebi them in a temperate balneum that they magdmved into
a liquor like oil. Then distill this liquor in sard a retort with a large receiver annexed torit) avell closed that no
spirits evaporate, together with the observatiothefdegrees of the fire. Then there will distilith a spirit of such
a fragrant smell that the fragrancy of all flowarsl compounded perfumes are not to be comparédAfier
distillation when all things are cold, take out ara$t away the black feces which is of no use. Hegarate the
yellow oil which swims on the top of the spirit athet blood red oil which sinks to the bottom ofSeparate the
phlegm from the spirit in balneum. You shall bysthieans have a most fragrant spirit that evenhesithe senses,
and so balsamical that it cures all old and newsarward and outward, and so cordial that theglgire with
admiration revived with it.

They that have this medicine need scarce use &y either for inward or outward griefs.

HOW TO TURN QUICKSILVER INTO A WATER WITHOUT MIXING
ANYTHING WITH IT AND TO MAKE THEREOF A GOOD PURGATIV E
AND DIAPHORETIC MEDICINE

Take an ounce of quicksilver, not purified. Puhtb a bolt head of glass which you must nip ug.iSaver a strong
fire in sand for the space of two months, and thiekgilver will be turned into a red sparkling pigitate. Take this
powder and lay it thin on a marble in a cellartfur space of two months, and it will be turned mtwater which
may be safely taken inwardly. It will work a littleoward and downward, but chiefly by sweat.

Note that you may set diverse glasses with the saaiter in the same furnace, so that you may nfekgreater
guantity at the time.

| suppose it is the sulphur which is in the quibkesi, and makes it so black, that being stirredyphe heat of the
fire fixes the mercury.

A FRAGRANT OIL OF MERCURY

Take of mercury seven times sublimed, and as oéeved with unslaked lime, as much as you pleBsssolve it
in spirit of nitre in a moderate heat. Then absttiae spirit of salt and edulcorate it very wellltigiling it in spirit of
vinegar. Then abstract the spirit of vinegar, amdwit again with distilled rain water. Dry it adijest it two
months in a like quantity of the best rectifiedrgpf wine you can get.

Distill them by retort, making your fire moderatetlae beginning, and afterwards increasing it. Téegporate the
spirit of wine in balneum, and there will remaintive bottom a most fragrant oil of mercury.

This oil so purifies the blood by sweat and urin&t it cures all distempers that arise from theuritp thereof, as
the venereal disease, etc.

The truth is, they that have this medicine well maded but few other medicines. The dose is foiverdrops.



TO TURN MERCURY INTO A WATER BY ITSELF

Set this following vessel being made of iron intiuaace so that the three bowls thereof be withénfurnace, and
the pipe and receiver be without. Make your furmree@s that there be a great hole left open abthevhere you
must put in your coals, shutting it afterwards véthover of stone made fit "hereunto. On top alsestrbe holes to
let in air.

The vessel for this operation.

First make your iron vessel as red hot as posgilshn be made (or else you do nothing) having éirmexed an
earthen well glazed receiver to the bottom of itei put half an ounce of quicksilver at a timetitha top (which
presently stop with clay) and presently the merauitycome over, part in a sharp liquor and partasie a
mercury as before, which you may put in again unkik all turned to water.

Note that unless the quicksilver gives a greatlkcpaesently after it is put in, it is a sign thiagtvessel is not hot
enough.

This operation being well prosecuted may produnedicine with which none under the PhilosopherziEthay
compare.

How to distill spirits and oils out of minerals,getables, bones, horns and faster and in a greaaetity in one
hour than in the common way in twenty-four.

This must be done in such a furnace as this.



A. Signifies the furnace with its iron or earthdstilling vessel walled in, to which a very largecipient is joined.
B. The distiller who with his left hand takes dftcover and with his right casts in his preparatten with an iron
ladel.

C. The form of the distilling vessel.

D. The same as it appears inward.

E. The form of the vessel not walled in but stagdin the coals for other uses.

This furnace must be twice so high, as wide, ardipe must be a foot long out of the furnace.

The vessel walled in must be of earth for the iiggi of antimony, sulphur, and such things as wilfrode iron; but
for other things, iron is most convenient.

Before you make any distillation, let the vesselohtis walled in be red hot. Then little by litibast in your matter
which must be cut or powdered small, and clap dthercover into the false bottom above which is déilimolten
lead and, therefore, suffers no fume to go forth.

When you see the fumes in the receiver (which mesif glass) to cease and condensed into a litfugm,put in
more matter.

By this way you may make a far greater dispatchdistill a greater quantity out of the same projporof matter
than by the common way.

By this way there is no danger of breaking youeregr, and you may end and begin when you pleasktra
diverse experiments in one hour. You cannot ma&dité too strong, and may make the spirits of ghahgs as
can hardly or not so well be made by a retorthasspirits of salt, of tartar, harts horn, antimoetg., etc.

Salt and such things as will flow must have bolp@wvder of brick mixed with them before they betéaw the
vessel. Or, if you please, you may first dissolVetsalt you please and with red hot gross powflerick, imbibe



the water. Then cast in this powder by little aititblinto the distilling vessel, and the salt bystmeans will yield
its spirit quickly and in abundance. By either loé$e two ways you may make a pound of the spiniitod in an
hour, and of salt in two hours.

Now, whereas some things yield a spirit and a thiott heavy oil, they may be rectified thus: vi. poitting them
into a retort and distilling them in sand or ashwth a gradual heat. There will come forth the ginteof some
liquors first and then the spirit, and of other gatime spirit, and then the phlegm, but of all théeeheavy thick oil
at last which, by distilling off, becomes far cleathan before. This may again be rectified byispirsalt as | have
showed before and, therefore, need not here répeat

TO MAKE AN OIL OF LAPIS CALAMINARIS

Take of lapis calaminaris powdered as much as Yeasp. Pour on it five or six times as much ofifiect spirit of
salt. Shake them together continually or else litlvéi congealed into a hard mass which can harelgbllified
again. When no more will dissolve in frigido, puiri warm sand so long until the spirit of saltdfea high yellow
colon Then pour it off and put on more until alldiesolved that will. Cast away the feces, putdkition into a
glass body, and distill it in sand. About the thpalt of the spirit of salt comes over as insidcammon water,
though the spirit were well rectified before, fhetdryness of the lapis calaminaris (which is thesd of all
minerals and metals except zinc) retains the spifier the phlegm is come over, let the glass caotl you shall
find at the bottom a thick red oil, very fat, exenolive oil, and not very corrosive. Keep it frtime air, or else it
turns into water.

It is of wonderful virtue for inward and outwardes, for it has in it a pure golden sulphur.

Common sulphur mixed with this oil, and melted isteong fire, swims like water above and is tramspta

This oil distilled in a retort with pure sand irstrong fire, yields a spirit like fire scarce to dmntained in any vessel
and dissolves all metals except silver, and redpuoes spirit of wine into an oil within a few days.

TO MAKE OIL OF TALC

Take of the best talc reduced into very thin flahdake them red hot and then quench them in tlomgést

lixivium that soap boilers use. Do this fifteen ésand it will become as white as snow. Then powtdery small
and calcine it by fumigation, by the fume of soneeywsharp spirit as of aqua fortis or the like. \Wlitehas been
calcined for the space of a fortnight, it will b@e® somewhat mucilaginous. Then set it in any hkptiwefaction

as it is (for it has imbibed enough of the sharipitso moisten and ferment it) for the space obtmonths in a bolt
head nipped up. Then evaporate the acid spiridaiify it with distilled rain water. After this ésact what you can
out of it with the best rectified spirit of wineo@r off the solution and evaporate the spirit afigyiand at the bottom
will be a most beautiful oil.

The oil is the most glorious fucus or paint in therld.

TO MAKE OIL OF TALC ANOTHER WAY

Take of the foresaid powder of talc after it hasrbputrified and again dulcified as much as yoagte Put four
times as much of the best circulated oil of camgbat. Digest them in horse dung until all the glawbe
dissolved, and the oil becomes mucilaginous whithbe with in two months.

This is for the same use as the former.

There is required a great deal of pains, and ear@no small cost in the preparation of these oils.

OIL IS MADE OF BOLE AMMONIAC TERRA SIGILLATA AND SU CH
KIND OF CLAY EARTHS THUS

Take of either of those earths as much as you@l@&asak it into small pieces and put it into areover a nhaked
fire for the space of 12 hours, and there willilistto the receiver (which must be large) theggth, then white
spirits in a little quantity, yet of a grateful taand smell.

OIL OUT OF THESE KINDS OF EARTH IIS MADE BETTER THU S

Take of either of these earths which you pleaseyash as you will. Pour upon it distilled rain wat8et it in some
warm place for a month or more and the oilinesssgparate from its body of its own accord and swpuan the
water. Separate the water by a tunnel, and disélbil with five parts of the spirit of wine wetkctified. There will
come forth an oil of a golden color, swimming or #pirit, which is a most excellent balsam.



SPIRIT OF UNSLAKED LIME IS MADE THUS

Take of unslaked lime as much as you please. Ratlite a subtle powder. Imbibe it with spirit @ine most
highly rectified (which must be pure from all itelpgm, or else you labor in vain) as much as itioglsibe. Draw
off the spirit of wine with a gentle heat, cohobiteight or ten times, so will the fiery virtue tife lime be fortified.
Take of this levigated lime ten ounces, pure daidar one ounce, the feces of tartar after #tieis extracted
eleven ounces. Mix these well together and put tiitona glass retort coated. See that two partsree be empty,
distill them into two receivers, the phlegm intcepthe spirit into the other which must have &elitif rectified spirit
of wine in it to receive the spirit.

If you will separate the spirit of wine, then pirefto it, and the spirit of wine will burn awaydthe spirit of the
lime stay behind which is a kind of a fixed spirit.

This is a very secret for the consuming of the starthe bladder and the curing of the gout.

OIL MADE OUT OF TILE STONES CALLED THE OIL OF
PHILOSOPHERS

Take of bricks or tiles as many as you please. IBtle@m into small pieces, make them red fire hod, #aen quench
them in pure old oil of olive (in which let thengluntil they be cold). Then take them out and gtivein very
small. Let the powder be put into a glass retaated, a fit receiver being put thereto, and distilthe oil in a
naked fire by degrees which, being distilled offek in a vial, close stopped.

This oil is wonderful penetrating and is good agaall cold distempers whatsoever.

THE LIQUOR OR WATER OF CORAL IS MADE THUS

Take sal ammoniac well purified by sublimationyed coral finely powdered, of each a like quant8yblime them
so often until the coral will no more rise up. Thake the calx of coral that remains in the bottdrthe
sublimatory, and put it on a marble or glass indbiar to be dissolved. That which will not besdiltved, sublime
again, and do as before until all be dissolvedy@ohave the liquor of coral.

Note that if you will have the true tincture of abrevaporate the humidity of the foresaid liquidten extract the
tincture out of the powder with spirit of wine, whi spirit evaporate to the consistency of honeyd pou have a
most rare medicine.

This medicine strengthens all the parts in the ey cures all distempers that arise from the weskihereof.

TO MAKE A WATER OUT OF LAPIS ARMENUS THAT SHALL HAVE
NEITHER TASTE NOR SMELL A FEW DROPS WHEREOF SHALL
PURGE

Take of lapis armenus powdered small and calciseduch as you please. Sublime it with sal ammounieit it
will sublime no more, but remain in the bottom loé tsublimatory. Then take it out and lay it verjnthpon a
marble in a cellar, and there let it lay two montrsd it will be almost all dissolved into a liquor

Or thus:- Take of lapis armenus powdered smallcaicined as much as you please. Pour upon it tfiis
vinegar as much as will cover it four fingers bridad hen set it over a gentle heat, stirring ¢fvid or three times in
an hour, for the space of six hours or thereabdiitsn the spirit being tinged very blue with thevder, filter off
from the feces. Then pour more spirit of vinegatlmnfeces and do as before until the spirit bgetihno more.
Then take all the blue spirit and vapor it awayd ahthe bottom you shall have a salt which youtrpusinto a
calcining pot and calcine so long in the fire unbl more vapor will arise and it becomes a darkp@dder. Then
put it upon a marble in the cellar for the spacenaf months and it will be dissolved into a liquarfew drops
whereof put into a glass of beer will purge debdtat



HOW TO MAKE A FURNACE THAT SHALL OF ITSELF WITHOUT
ANY VESSELS WHICH SHOULD CONTAIN THE MATTER BEING PU T
INTO IT SUBLIME MINERALS AND DISTILL ALL MANNER OF  OILS
AND SPIRITS OUT OF MINERALS, VEGETABLES, AND ANIMAL S AND
THAT IN A VERY GREAT QUANTITY IN A VERY SHORT TIME = AND
WITH SMALL COST

The furnace is made as follows. It may be madeneffiece by a potter or of brick, round or fouray greater or
lesser as you please. If the inside be one spaubinahe middle, it must be high, one for the lasle, another
above the grate to the middle coal hole and twwealbloe pipe. This pipe, being made of earth or,irust be a
span long between the furnace and the receiveradhidd part as wide as the furnace within.

The recipients must be made of glass or very gaoith evell luted together, the greater the better.

The First Figure

A. Signifies the ash hole which must be as widthadurnace and always open that the fire may therstronger.
B The middle hole of the furnace for the puttingfrcoals.



C. The stopple made of stone.

D. The upper hole of the furnace with a false batteherein sand lies which is there lain that theecanay lie the
closer and keep in the fumes the better.

E. The cover which must be presently clapped moas as the matter to be distilled is put in.

F. The pipe which goes out of the furnace and thvthe receiver is fitted.

G. The first recipient for flowers.

H. The second.

I. The third.

K. A stool whereon the first recipient rests, ie thidst whereof is a hole, through which goes #ekrof the
recipient to which another glass is fitted.

L. The glass fitted to the recipient for the urtithe spirits that drop down.

M. Another recipient united to the former glass amd which the united spirits do run.

N. A stool through the middle of which goes a scfemthe raising of that glass, which is set uritherfirst
recipient, higher or lower.

P. The grate with two thick iron bars which lietfagoon which four or five thinner are laid whictaynbe stirred
when the furnace is made clean.

Thus far the first of the figures is explained,vilyich you may see how sublimation and distillattwa made at one
time, viz., of those things which will yield botlofvers and spirits (the flowers sticking in theethrupper recipients
and the spirits dropping down into the lower).

Now follows the explanations of the second figutgch is the same with the former in respect toftineace itself,
but differing in respect of the recipients whiclaefor the receiving of the spirits and oils o€kuhings as yield
no flowers. Therefore | shall begin with the explon of the receivers.

G. The first crooked pipe as it is fitted to theethat comes out of the furnace.

H. The recipient with its cover in which is one &dbr one crooked pipe to go through, as you mayirs¢he first
H, and two holes for two pipes to go through, as gy see in the second H, and in HH.

Note that these pipes may either be fastened toawer, being all of one piece, or they must bd uétd, that no
vapors may pass through. Now you must conceiverithe lower receivers the vapor that goes ouheffirst pipe
goes first into the receiver, then out of that itite next pipe and so forward until it comes ifte ast receiver, by
which means it is much cooled (for indeed such vafitat come out of the furnace, especially whenesmaterials
are distilled, if there were not some such artdol them would break all recipients).

I. A tub of water wherein the recipient standsdolahe vapors and condense them.

K. The first crooked pipe as it goes into the remipL. The second crooked pipe, whereof one emd guto one
receiver, and another end into another.

M. The last crooked pipe to which you must annegcziver.

Now the manner of distilling is thus. Let the fuceabe full of coals well kindled, then cast on ymatter, and stop
your furnace close. This furnace needs no retootloer vessels to be set into it. Neither can yoamly hurt by too
much or too little fire, and you may finish youresption when you please and in one hour try divergeriments.
It saves very much time and cost, and in one hdlldeas much as can be done in another furnateenty-four.
In one hour you may make a pound of spirit of watlh four or five pounds of coals, and as much #aosvof
antimony in a like space of time, and with as feals.

If your materials be vegetables, or horn, or bonasthem small. If hard minerals, let them be pered very small.
If salts, let them be first dissolved in water, @hhivater must be imbibed with red hot coals uttilree liquor be
imbibed. Then cast in those coals into the furnace.

If you would by this means procure the spirit ofchaninerals, as of antimony, and you must take thsrthey come
from the mine, before they have passed the fire.

By this furnace you may make the spirits of suéhgs which will not yield them in any other way.

Note that such oils and spirits as are drawn bg/filvinace must be rectified in spirit of salt, d&maVve shown.

ROS VITRIOLI IS MADE THUS

Take of the best Dansick vitriol, as much as yaapé, uncalcined. Put it into a glass gourd artdl din the sand,
and there will come over a water somewhat sharpish.

This water, or ros, is of greater use than thetamiil thereof.

It helps all inward inflammations, as of the livkigneys, stomach, helps the ebullition of bloadj all distempers



that come from thence.
This is that phlegm which most vapor away, bus bécause they know not the virtues thereof.

A SWEET GREEN OIL OF VITRIOL IS MADE THUS

Take as many copporas stones as you please. Beasthall and lay them in a cool cellar. In twentyrorty days
they will attract the air and look black, and afteurteen days become whitish and sweetish. Thegotlie them in
distilled rain water, then filter and evaporate wager, and they will shoot into green crystalsehhyou may
dissolve in a cellar per deliquium, being first tegasmall and lain on a marble stone.

This liquor is that famous medicine of Paracelsugie falling sickness, a few drops thereof be@ign in any
appropriate liquor.

Take heed that it comes at no strong fire, for tlsags Paracelsus, it loses its greeness and,dsaslit loses of
that, so much also of its virtue.

A spirit may be drawn from hence by an ingeniouisiathat will smell like musk or amber.

THE SULPHUR OF VITRIOL MAY WITH SPIRIT OF WINE BE
EXTRACTED THUS

Take of the best Dansick vitriol half a pound amnglitlby a gentle fire until it be whitish. Thenyooon it of the best
rectified spirit of wine thirty ounces (note thaete must come to it no other moisture than thet gfiwine, and
the glass also must be very dry, else you labweain). Then digest it in horse dung the spacembath. Then
decant from the feces the spirit of wine withowy &noubling of it. Then in balneum evaporate theis@mnd at the
bottom you will have a yellow liquor of a most wamtll slipticity.

This liquor is a famous anodynum, suppressingatious vapors whatsoever and causing rest.

A few drops thereof may be taken in any specifiicgior.

A SUDORIFIC WATER TO BE USED OUTWARDLY

Take of sublimed mercury very finely powdered anaaiand a half, of euphorbium powdered a scruplgt sf
wine well rectified, and rose water, of each a mbubigest them two or three hours in a gentle haimehe neck of
the vessel which must be very long being well seabd hen let them boil a quarter of an hour. Winenliquor is
cold, pour it from the feces and keep it in a glass

If the backbone be bathed with the water, or thstwaf those that be weak, it causes sweat prgséiitl be done in
the bed. By which means diseases that require sn@abe cured. Also, any pained place by beingdabttith this
water is in a little time eased.

Note that you must not bathe any place above thrésur times with it, for by being too often usiédontracts the
skin.

HOW TO RECTIFY OILS AND SPIRITS OF MINERALS

Put the liquor that is distilled from minerals inttee retort to which give fire by degrees. Theispuill rise up into
the upper receiver and the heavy oil will go irite middle receiver which is the biggest of allolttte little
receiver, annexed to the end of the middle, wilpsome of the spirit which, though it passestimtomiddle
receiver, will not stay there, but goes beyonceitduse it finds vent.




John French - The Art of Distillation - Book
IV

BOOK IV

OF ANIMALS

WATERS, SPIRITS, AND OILS, SIMPLE AND COMPOUND OUT O F
ANIMALS

OIL AND WATER OUT OF BLOOD IS MADE THUS

Take of blood as much as you please. Let it staqulifrefaction in a glass vessel close coveredphee of forty
days. Then distill it in ashes, and there will coimth a water and oil. Extract the salt out of teees with the said
water. Calcine the salt in a crucible and thenalesit in the said water. Then distill off the wa(which will be a
good rectifying of the water) and dry the salt vesll, which then mix with the foresaid oil beirigst rectified, and

digest them both together for the space of a month.

TO MAKE THE MAGISTERY OF BLOOD

Take of the purest blood as much as you pleaset it a pelican, so that three parts of four rhayempty, and
then digest it a month in horse dung (in which titngill swell and become as much more as it wagmit was put
in). Then distill off the phlegm in balneum, andlire bottom will remain the magistery of blood whitust be
distilled and cohobated nine times in a retortshes, and then it is perfected.

This magistery is of excellent virtue which, betagen inwardly, and applied outwardly cures mosedses and
eases pain, being very balsamical.

ELIXIR OF MUMMY IS MADE THUS

Take of mummy (viz., of man's flesh hardened),stnéll four ounces, spirit of wine terebinthinated bunces, and
put them into a glazed vessel (three parts of i@img empty) which set in horse dung to digestterspace of a
month. Then take it out and express it, and leettpression be circulated a month. Then let itthuaugh manica

hippocratis, and then evaporate the spirit unét thihich remains in the bottom be like an oil whiglhe true elixir

of mummy.
This elixir is a wonderful preservative againstiafections, also very balsamical.

THE ESSENCE OF MAN'S BRAINS

Take the brains of a young man that has died &nialeath, together with the membranes, artere@ssynerves,
all the pith of the back, and bruise these in astmortar until they become a kind of pap. Thengsumuch of the
spirit of wine as will cover it three or four fingebreadth. Then put it into a large glass sottivae parts of four be
empty, being hermetically closed. Then digest it Agear in horse dung. Then take it out and ldisin balneum
and cohobate the water until the greatest pattebtains be distilled off.
A scruple or two of this essence taken in someiipalovater once in a day is a most infallible riede against
the falling sickness.

A FAMOUS SPIRIT MADE OUT OF CRANIUM HUMANUM

Take of cranium humanum as much as you pleasekRBreso small pieces, which put into a glass reteell luted,
with a large receiver well luted. Then put a stréingto it by degrees, continuing of it until ysee no more fumes
come forth, and you shall have a yellowish spérited oil, and a volatile salt.

Take this salt and the yellow spirit, and digesinthby circulation two or three months in balneund gou shall



have a most excellent spirit.
This spirit is of affinity with, if not the same ahat famous spirit of Dr. Goddards in Holborne.
It helps the falling sickness, gout, dropsie, imfistomach, and indeed strengthens all weak pamdsppens all
obstructions, and is a kind of panacea.

ANOTHER EXCELLENT SPIRIT MADE OUT OF CRANIUM, HARTS
HORN, OR IVORY

Take of either of these. (If you take cranium,ded not be bruised at all, only broken into litleces; if harts horn
or ivory, you must cut them in thin pieces). Lapiitce by piece upon a net spread upon any véssalj most full
of water. Cover this net with another vessel véoge. Then make the water boil, and keep it boilhrge days and
three nights, and in that time the bones or hoiifide as soft as cheese. Then pound them, andetiy @ound
thereof, put half a pound of hungarian vitriol uleg@ed, and as much spirit of wine as will makenthiato a thin
paste. This paste digest in a vessel hermeticatlied the space of a month in balneum. Then disiilla retort in
sand until all be dry, and you shall have a mosekent spirit.
This spirit is of wonderful use in the epilepsy ealsions, all fevers putrid or pestilential, passi@f the heart, and
is a very excellent sudorific.
This spirit may be taken from the quantity of haif ounce to an ounce in some specifical liquor.

A WATER AND OIL MADE OUT OF HAIR

Fill an earthen retort with hair cut small. Sedver the fire and fit a receiver to it. There witime over a very
stinking water and oil.
This water and oil is used in Germany to be speidkipon fences and hedges to keep wild and hedftle from
coming to do harm in any place, for such is thekstif this liquor that it does frighten them fromnsing to any
place near it.

WATER OF MILK IS MADE THUS

Take of what milk you please a gallon. In it dissohalf a pound of salt, and put to it two handffiplantain, and
an ounce of licorice sliced. Then distill it in athstill with a gentle fire.
This water is of excellent use in hot distempertheflungs and kidneys.
You may put in other ingredients according to tee you would have it for.

AN EXCELLENT COMPOUND WATER OF MILK FOR ANY
INFLAMMATIONS IN THE EYES

Take of woman's milk a pint, of white copperas amh and distill them in ashes. Note that as ssoyoa perceive
any sharp spirit to come off, then cease.
Let inflamed eyes be washed three or four timesday with this water, and it helps them wondeyfull

SPIRIT OF URINE IS MADE THUS

Take of the urine of a young man drinking much wemmuch as you please. Let it stand in glas®isess
putrefaction forty days. Then pouring it from iecés, distill it in a glass gourd in sand untiltsldry. Then
cohobate the said spirit on the caput mortuaryettirees. Then distill it in a gourd of a long nexaid there will
ascend, besides the spirit, a crystalline salt whimu may either keep by itself, being called thiatile salt of
urine, or mix it with its spirit which will thereblgecome very penetrating if they be digested faresdays together.
Note that the pipe of the head must be wide orthiseolatile salt will soon stop it.

Note that this salt is so penetrating that it pextes the body of the glass.
This spirit by rectification may be made so purd auabtle that it will burn as fire and dissolvedjahd precious
stones.
This being often applied to any place pained withgout eases it presently. It also quickens anytipat is
benumbed.
The salt volatile is Helmont's famous medicinetf@ jaundice.



A COMPOUND SPIRIT OF URINE

Take of hungarian vitriol a pound, and the urina oy that is healthy four pounds. Put theseangtass vessel
well closed so that three parts of four may be gnipigest them in balneum for the space of a mamit then
distill them in ashes until all be dry.
This spirit is of great virtue in the epilepsy, gjadropsy, convulsions, being taken from two draonkalf an ounce
in some specifical liquor.

TO MAKE A SPIRIT OF HONEY

Take good strong stale mead, otherwise called mithes much as you please, distill it in a copgtékor
alembic, with its refrigeratory, and it will yiel spirit like aqua vitae.

THE QUINTESSENCE OF HONEY IS MADE THUS

Take of the purest honey two pounds, and of foantaiter one pound. Boil these together until theewbe boiled
away, taking off the scum that rises. Then takehitvgey and put it into a glass, four parts of fieeng empty.
Close it well and set it in digestion a whole yaad you shall have the essence of honey swimmirtetop in
form of an oil, being of as fragrant smell as amyghn the world. The phlegm will be in the middénd the
feculent matter in the bottom, of a dark color atidking smell.

SOME MAKE THE QUINTESSENCE OF HONEY AFTER THIS MANN ER

Take as much honey as you please, of the bespwritinto a glass. First distill off the phlegmbalneum, and
then extract the tincture out of what remains \iligh said water. Then calcine the remaining fecesextract from
thence the salt with the foresaid water being ltstioff from the tincture. Calcine the salt andlinitsin a crucible.
Then let it dissolve in a cellar, and then agaiap®rate it away. You shall have a most white shitivlet imbibe

as much of the tincture as it will. Digest them flmree months, and you shall have an essence efyhon

AN ESSENCE OF HONEY MAY BE MADE THUS

Take of honey well despumated as much as you plPase upon it as much of the best rectified spirivine as
will cover it five or six fingers breadth. Digesteim in a glass vessel well closed (the fourth galgt being full) in a
temperate balneum the space of a fortnight or thitilspirit be very well tinged. Then decant off #pirit and put
on more until all the tincture be extracted. Puttase tinctures together, and evaporate thet siuitil what remains
begins to be thickish at the bottom and of a golctdon
This is a very excellent essence of honey and s gfleasant an odor that scarce anything is dike t
It is so cordial that it even revives the dyingwb or three drops thereof be taken in some covdidér.

A MOST STRONG SPIRIT OF THE VINEGAR OF HONEY

Take a pound of honey and put to it of the bestawvine vinegar six pints, an ounce of white peppeised small,
of the strongest mustard seed bruised three ouRcgghese into a glass vessel so that three gigiasir be empty.
Digest them in a temperate balneum, or set theeVesshe sun for the space of a fortnight. Thestillithem in
balneum and you shall have a spirit far sharpar tha common spirit of vinegar.

This spirit is stronger and better than any comuistilled vinegar for the dissolving of hard thingsd extracting
of the tinctures out of things.

OIL OR QUINTESSENCE OF WAX

Take of the best wax a pound and as much of pumet wall washed from all its impurity and again dri€irst, melt
the wax, and then mix the sand with it very exacllyen put them into a glass retort well coatetiafstrong
receiver to it and set it in sand. Give it firedggrees, continuing it four days, which at last tnliesvery strong.
There will come off a spiritous oil which must leetified seven times in a glass retort, every tiimenging the
retort, and you shall have a subtle oil of a goldelor.

This oil extracts the virtues of all flowers prefgnbeing set in the sun. It is wonderful balsaahior the cure of
wounds or ulcers both inward and outward. Beindiagmutwardly, it also eases all pains, quickemg @eadened

member, as in the palsy.



WATER IS MADE OUT OF FLESH THUS

Take what flesh you please, the bloodiest parethfeunwashed, being cut very small, and then bduisr if it be a
feathered fowl, take it being chased up and dowih itibe wearied, and then suddenly strangled féfa¢hers being
plucked off without putting of it into water, anlus being plucked bare and the bowels taken otitheflesh,
bones, gizard, liver, heart). Pour upon it as muater as will be sufficient, with what spices arlis you please.
Then set it over a gentle fire in an earthen veggated, the space of 24 hours. Put the head itijpod lute it close,
and there will distill off a comfortable restoragiwater.

WATER OR LIQUOR IS MADE OUT OF FLESH THUS

Take of what flesh you please, or feathered fowppred as before. Bruise it small, and put it antmpper vessel
tinned within side, without any water being pufttd®ut a cover to it and lute it close. Set ibaneum or over the
vapor of seething water. If the flesh be tendewjlitbe turned into a clear liquor the space oéltwe hours, if harder
it will require a longer time. You may put in whedices or herbs you please to give it a good relighodor. After
all is done you may strain it and keep it for usging very restorative and good for weak stomalcasdannot
concoct hard meat.

If this be digested in a pelican or bolt-head anfight, it will be far better.

After this manner may be prepared snails, wormd,sarch like which are very medicinal.

A VERY EXCELLENT RESTORATIVE LIQUOR

Take of the heart, lungs, and liver of a calf, ske parts of a fox new killed, cut them small] pat to them a
quart of shell snails well scoured with salt wateat these be put into a copper vessel tinned witlde and
covered close that no vapor comes forth. Set #ssel over the vapor of seething water, and ind2dshor

thereabouts they will be for the most part of thtemed into a liquor of themselves. Then take bigt fiquor and
put it into a large pelican or bolt-head, puttioghem a quart of old Mallago wine, rosemary flosydretony
flowers, marigold flowers, marsh wallow flowers,edch a handful; half a pound of raisins of the #oned, mace,
and nutmeg, of each two drams; then pour off tHatkis clear from the feces and sweeten it withaswr syrup
of gilly flowers. Let the patient take thereof fige six spoonfuls, three or four times a day.
This liquor recovers the decaying strength wondirfirhey that by reason of their weakness carheeieat nor
digest any manner of common meat will, in a shoret be sensibly strengthened if they drink a euraot a pint of
this morning and evening.

A BALSAM MADE OF BEAR'S FAT

Take of bear's fat a pound, distill it in a retand rectify it three or four times. To this, thestified, put the
tincture of rosemary and made with spirit of winEeach three ounces. Mix them well together. Bs¢hinfuse
cloves, cinnamon, saffron, nutmeg, of each threendr in warm ashes the space of a night. Themgtram and
put to the oil four ounces of the best wax melted mingled well together.
This is a most incomparable balsam for the goutaisly.

THE OIL OF SNAKES AND ADDERS

Take snakes or adders when they are fat whichbeilh June or July. Cut off their heads, take lodirt skins, and
unbowel them. Put them into a glass gourd, and powo much of the pure spirit of wine well reetifithat it may
cover them four or five fingers breadth. Stop tlesg well and set it in balneum until all their staimce be turned
into an oil, which keep well stopped for your use.
This oil does wonderful cures in recovering hearmthose that be deaf, if a few drops thereof lewarm into the
ears.
A nobleman of Germany that was famous for curirgdbaf used this as his chiefest medicine, by wthief say
he cured those that were born deaf.

THE QUINTESSENCE OF SNAKES, ADDERS, OR VIPERS

Take of the biggest and fattest snakes, addekgpers which you can get in June or July. Cut béit heads, take
off their skins, and unbowel them. Then cut theto small pieces and put them into a glass of a widath. Set
them in a warm balneum so that they may be wediddwhich will be in three or four days. Then talkerh out, and
put them into a bolthead. Pour on them of the &lestlized wine, as much as will cover them sixighefingers
breadth. Stop the glass hermetically, and digeshtfifteen days in balneum, or so long until theevbe



sufficiently covered, which pour forth. Then pour more of the foresaid spirit of wine until all thaintessence be
extracted. Then put all the tinged spirits togethed draw off the spirit in a gentle balneum, ibtie thick at the
bottom. On this pour spirit of wine caryophyllatstir them well together, and digest them in audatory ten days.
Then abstract the spirit of wine, and the quintesseemains at the bottom perfect.
This quintessence is of extraordinary virtue fa plurifying of the blood, flesh, and skin and, camsently, of all
diseases therein. It cures also the falling sicknasd strengthens the brain, sight, and hearimjpeeserves from
grey hairs, renews youth, preserves women fromt@oorcures the gout, consumption, causes swedtisarery
good in and against pestilential infections.

VIPER WINE IS MADE THUS

Take of the best fat vipers, cut off their headketoff their skins, and unbowel them. Then pubtheto the best
canary sack, four or six according to their bigriags a gallon. Let them stand two or three montten draw off
you wine as you drink it.

Some put them alive into the wine, and there saff®them, and afterwards take them out, and cuheif heads,

take off their skins, and unbowel them, and thertipem into the same wine again, and do as before.
This wine has the same virtues as the foregoingtgssence. It also provokes to venery, cures titredg and such
like corruptions of the blood.

KUNRATH'S FAMOUS WATER CALLED AQUA MAGNANIMITATIS

Take of pismires or ants (the biggest that haveuaish smell are the best) two handfuls, spiritvofe a gallon.
Digest them in a glass vessel close shut the sgfaecenonth in which time they will be dissolveddrd liquor. Then
distill them in balneum until all be dry. Then gthe same quantity of ants as before. Digest ariil tiiem in the
said liquor as before. Do this three times, and tr®matize the spirit with some cinnamon.
Note that upon the spirit will float an oil whichust be separated.

This spirit is of excellent use to stir up the aalrspirit - in so much that John Casmire, Palsergd the Rhene
and Seyfrie of Collen, General against the Turkdatlvays drink of it when they went to fight, tacrease
magnanimity and courage which it did even to adtiaina
This spirit does also wonderfully irritate themtthae slothful to venery.

It also provokes urine even to admiration.
It does also wonderfully irritate the spirits tlaae dulled and deeded with any cold distemper.
This oil does the same effects, and indeed moresfaily.
This oil does, besides what is spoken of the spielp deafness exceedingly, two or three dropsgoaiopped into
the ear, after it is well syringed, once in a dayd week together.
It helps also the eyes that have any film growinglem, being now and then dropped into them.

ANOTHER AQUA MAGNANIMITATIS IS MADE THUS

Take of ants or pismires a handful, of their eggs hundred, of millepedes or woodlice one hundaed, of bees
one hundred and fifty. Digest all these in two piat spirit of wine, being very well impregnatedhvihe brightest
soot. Digest them together the space of a mong, plour off the clear spirit and keep it safe.
This water, or spirit, is of the same virtue asftrener.

WATER OF DUNG IS MADE THUS

Take of any dung as much as you please. Whilestilifresh, put it into a common cold still andthva soft fire
distill it off. It will be best if the bottom of #hstill be set over a vapor. If you would havedtdtronger, cohobate
the said water over its feces several times; fos@eethere is great virtue in dung. It makes grdarnie, and many
sorts thereof are very medicinal.

A WATER OF DOVES' DUNG IS MADE THUS

Take of doves' dung as much as you please. To @eenyd put a pint of Rhenish wine, in which ledtggep all night
in a gentle balneum. Then distill it in a glass gbin ashes. Cohobate this liquor three timesdfe be any volatile
salt, mix it with the water.

This water is very excellent against all obstrutsiof the kidneys, bladder, it helps the jaundiesently, two or
three spoonfuls thereof being drunk once every ingrand evening.



A WATER MADE OF HORSE DUNG

Take of the dung of a horse that is fed in thelstab much as you please. Let it stand two daysfalie sun and

out of the wet. To every pound of this pour a piftvhite wine. Let them stand in a warm balneurorénight.
Then distill them in a glass gourd in sand. Cohelblaits three or four times. If there be any voéasihlt, mix it with

the water.
This water is very excellent against the bastaedifidy, stitches, wind, obstruction of the reinadder, very good
in a dropsy, jaundice, scurvy, etc. If three orfspoonfuls be taken every morning in the watguniper berries, it
also causes sweat.

A WATER SMELLING LIKE AMBER MADE BY PARACELSUS OUT O F
COW DUNG

Take of cow dung and distill it in balneum, and weger thereof will have the smell of ambergris.
This water is very excellent in all inward inflamtiass.

AN EXCELLENT SUDORIFIC MADE OF THE YOUNG BUDS OF
HARTSHORN

Take of the young buds of hartshorn, while theyfalleof blood and moist. Bruise them into a padtken mix as
much canary wine as will make a very thin pastatiDthem in ashes until they be very dry.
This is an excellent sudorific in all burning fes@nd epidemical diseases. If a spoonful be tagetsdlf or in any
appropriated liquor.

OIL OUT OF BONES AND HORNS IS MADE THUS

Take of what bones you please. Reduce them toss gawder, and put them into a retort, puttingensgt fire by
degrees "hereunto. There will come forth an oil aoldtile salt, both which you may mix together atigest them
into an essence, the oil being first rectified vafirit of wine.

THE WATER OF SWALLOWS AGAINST THE FALLING SICKNESS

Take of swallows, cut into small pieces withoutagping anything from them six ounces, of castoreutrsmall
an ounce. Mix them together, and infuse them twhitwars in half a pint of canary wine. Then put theato a glass

gourd and distill them in sand until all be dry.efihcohobate the liquor three times.
This water, being drunk to the quantity of two spids every morning, cures them that have therfgliickness.

OIL OF EGGS IS MADE THUS

Take of the yolks of eggs boiled very hard. Rubnthie pieces with your fingers. Then fry them inanpver a
gentle fire, continually stirring them with a spoamtil they become red, and the oil be resolvedfovd from them.
Then put them into a hair cloth, and so press fitmghoil.

This ail cleans the skin from any filthiness conteal by heat. It cures pustules, chaps, excorigtiomg worm, and
especially all burnings.

A WATER OF THE WHITES OF EGGS THAT WILL CURE A WOUND
WITHOUT ANY VISIBLE SCAR

Take as many eggs as you please and boil thenheedy Then cut them in the middle and take outtiks, filling
up the cavities with some of those whites, beirg} firuised into a paste. Then put both sideseottigs together as
before, tie them together with a thread, and wistrimg hang them in the middle of a gourd glasghat they touch

not the sides. Stop this glass very close and gebalneum. You shall see those whites which vietgsed drop

down into a liquor which you must gather up outtef bottom of the glass and keep.
You will have very little of this liquor.
This liquor applied to any green wound with a feattures it presently, wheresoever it be, withowt\dsible scar.
It cures most wonderfully all wounds in the eyes.



A WATER OF CRABS IS MADE THUS

Take of crabs or crawfish, as many as you pleasmalBthem to pieces and macerate them in waterrafreen for
the space of a day. Then distill them and cohottetavater three times.
This water is of singular virtue in all manner oflammations inward and outward.

AN OIL OR LIQUOR IS MADE OUT OF CRAB EYES THUS

Take of crabs' eyes very finely powdered five paniisof tartar per deliquium six parts (this ofltartar must be
made of salt of tartar after it has flowed in the)f Digest them in horse dung the space of a mdrten coagulate
the liguor and make an extraction with the bedtified spirit of wine that can be made (or else Yase your labor).

Then evaporate the spirit of wine, and there remaioil at the bottom.
This ail is of wonderful virtue in all putrid feveand such like distempers, and also in all obstng, especially, of
the kidneys.

WATER OF SPAWN OF FROGS IS MADE THUS

Take of the spawn of frogs gathered in March, asimas you please. Put a handful of salt to eveaytgand put
them into a common cold still. With a gentle fiistdl off the water until no more will distill.

A COMPOUND WATER OF THE SPERM OF FROGS

Take of the sperm of frogs gathered in March alfmeihew of the moon four pounds, of cow dung fi&glpounds.
Mix them well together and let them stand the spd@eday. Then distill them in ashes.
This water allays all hot pains both inward andaautl, especially of the gout.

ANOTHER COMPOUND WATER OF THE SPERM OF FROGS

Take of the sperm of frogs gathered in March tworpts and a half, the urine of a young man threts pirew
treakle two ounces and a half, white vitriol, salym, of each four ounces. Then distill them antitp the water an
ounce and a half of the salt of vitriol, camphard saffron, of each an ounce.
This water being applied outwardly helps all pagspecially of the gout, and such like, and al&yalhot or cold
swellings. It also stenches bleeding.

John French - The Art of Distillation - Book
V

BOOK YV

A MISCELLANY OF SPAGYRICAL EXPERIMENTS AND CURIOSIT IES

THE SPAGYRICAL ANATOMY OF WATER

Water seems to be a body so very homogeneousnaghér nature nor art could discover any hetaneiyg in the
parts thereof. Thus indeed it seems to the eyeeovtilgar, but to that of a philosopher far otheryias | shall
endeavor to make credible by presenting to yousidemnation a twofold process of the discoverinthef
dissimilarity of parts thereof, whereof the on@atural only, and the other artificial. But befdrgpeak of either, it
must be premised that in the element of water tisegeeat plenty of the spirit of the world whichmore
predominant in it than in any other element, fa tise and benefit of universal nature, and thatdpirit has three



distinct substances, viz. salt, sulphur, and mgrddow, by salt we must understand a substancedmgryvital, and
radical, having in it the beginning of corporificat, as | may call it. By sulphur, a substance fafllight and vital
heat, or vivifying fire, containing in itself theeginning of motion, and by mercury we must undedta substance
abounding with radical moisture, with which theptuir of life, or vital fire, is cherished and pressd. Now, these
substances which are in the spirit of the world enak fountains and waters, but with some diffesgrazcording to
the predominancy of either. This several predonigaherefore is the ground of the variety of pradres. | say
"of productions" because all things are produceadbwater. For water is both the sperm and thestmaom of the
world; the former, because it includes the seeelefything; the latter, because the sperm of nasupatrefied in it,
so that the seed included in it should be actuateldtake upon it the diverse forms of things, aechise by it the
seed itself, and all things produced of seed, gn@are increased. Now, this being premised, | shalv you what
the natural process is which | shall make plaininsyancing in three several productions. viz. ef spawn of frogs,
of stones and of vegetables.

The spawn of frogs is produced after this manner,thie sulphur which is in the water, being by tieat of the sun
resolved and dissolved, is greedily and with delggnceived by the element of water, even as teenspf a male
is by the matrix of the female, and that upon #adsount. The water wants siccity which the sulgtag and,
therefore exceedingly desiring it, does greeditsaat it to itself. Sulphur also wants humidity attterefore,
attracts the humidity of the water. Moreover, thenidity of the water has the humidity of the saltllup occultly
in it. Also, the sulphur cherishes the humiditytloé fire and desires nothing more than the humidfithe salt that
is in the water. Sulphur also contains the sicoftthe salt, whence it is that salt requires aisidcom the sulphur.
And thus do these attractive virtues mutually airueach other's subject. Now, by this means tkexeonception
made in the water which now begins to be turgidfgouup, and troubled, as also to be grosser ané siony, until
out of the spermatic vessels the sperms be castrdpw which sperms after a while appear blacklspgvhich are
the seed of the frogs and by the heat of the seimaa short time turned into the same, by whiapjtears there are
dissimilar parts in water.

Stones are produced out of water that has a mirndag mercury which the salt, with which it abounfilees into
stones. This you may see clearly by putting stomteswater, for they will after a time contract aicilaginous
slimy matter which, being taken out of the wated aat in the sun, becomes to be of a stony natune whence
come those stones, gravel, and sand which we sg®iitgs ? They are not washed down out of the tainsand
hills (as some think) from whence the waters sprivgjther were they in the earth before the sprimg&e forth (as
some imagine) and now appear by washing away oédhiln from them. For if you dig around the spriregen
beyond the heads of them, you shall find no stamed in the earth, only in the veins thereof tigh which the
water runs. Now, the reason of the smallness ostitwees is the continual motion of the water wiigiders them
from being united into a continued bigness. | shalke a further confirmation of this in the artificprocess of
manifesting the heterogeneity of water. | shalehemly add the assertion of Helmont, saying th#t Wwis alkahest
all stones and, indeed, all things may be turneater. If so, then you know what the maxim ig, \vall things
may be resolved into that from whence they had theginning.

Vegetables are produced out of water, as you neaylgl see by the waters sending forth plants thee mo roots
fixed in the bottom, of which sort is the herb edll'duckweed" which puts forth a little string irtee water which
is as it were the root thereof. For the confirmaidd this, that this herb may be produced out ofeweater, there is
a gentleman at this time in the city, of no smaikth, that says he had fair water standing in agythverse years,
and at last a plant sprang out of it. Also, if yput some plants, as water mint, etc., into a gié&sair water, it will
germinate and shoot out into a great length, aswl take root in the water, which root will in a ghiime be so
increased and extended as to fill up the glassydwimust remember that you put fresh water indoglass once in
two or three days. Hereunto, also, may be addedxperiment of Helmont concerning the growth ofeset For
(says he) | took two hundred pound weight of edrtad in an oven and put it into a vessel, in wHisbt a willow
tree which weighed five pounds which, by the addiof water to the earth, did in five years timewgito such a
bigness as that it weighed 169 pounds, at which tialso dried and weighed the earth, and withim dwnces it
retained its former weight. Besides, the ancieaielobserved that some herbs have grown out of,dming
putrefied. And do not we see that all vegetableswaurished and increased with an insipid waterwfat else is
their juice? If you cut a vine in the month of Mhaydt will drop diverse gallons of insipid water iwh water if it had
remained in the trunk of the vine would in a litleme have been digested into leaves, stalks, eaqokg, which
grapes also by a further maturation would havedgigla wine, out of which you might have extractduiaing
spirit. Now, | say, although this insipid water ipgthe specifical sulphur and salt of the vine dixeto the stalks,
leaves, and grapes of the vine, yet these givetiarcorporificative matter, for that it had befosed an aptitude
and potentiality to become what afterwards it peoteebe. For indeed stalks, leaves, and grapespeteatially in
it before, all which now it becomes to be actuéyvirtue of the sun and of the aforesaid sulphat salt, whereof



as | said could not add any bulk to them.
Moreover, do not we see that when things are buanedoutrefied, they ascend up into the air by efayapor and
fume and then descend by way of insipid dew orx&low, what do all these signify but that from watee all
things produced, and in it are dissimilar parts?
The artificial process is this: take of what wateu please, whether well water, fountain, riverrain water, as
much as you please. Let it settle three or fourfontil the slime thereof separates itself. Thigest it the space of
a month, after which time evaporate the fourth pgra very gentle heat and cast it away, beinghmiphlegm.
Then distill off the remainder of the water unkietfeces only be left, which feces will be a slisajtish substance.
This middle substance distill again as before,icgstway every time the fourth part, as phlegm, lee®ping the
feces by themselves for a further use, and thisedlen times. Note that after the fourth or fifthtidlation the water
will distill over like milk, coloring the head ofaur still so that it can hardly be washed or scdu#. This pure
water after the seventh distillation will leave feges behind, and if you digest it three monthsilitbe coagulated
into stones and crystals which some magnify verghrfor the cure of inward and outward putrefactiang of
which also may be made a dissolving spirit. No&d #s this water stands in digestion you may sesrsk curious
colors. Now, as for the feces which | spoke of ghhindeed all waters, even the sweetest, leavedidttom)
being as | said a saltish slime and in taste, asrie, a medium between salt and nitre, take thaahdastill them in
a retort in sand. There will first come forth a tehfume which, being condensed, descends in @btrine to the
bottom. Next will come over a red oil of great efity, exceeding the virtues of the spirit of salhitre. For
confirmation of part of this process, take May dgathered in the morning (when it has not rainechibbt before)
and put it into a glass vessel, covered with alpaemt pricked full of holes, and set it in the hefathe sun for the
space of four months. There will store of greeregefall to the bottom, the residue of the watengevhite and
clear. Now by all this you may conclude what marofetissimilarity there is in the parts of wateshall add but
one observation more, and so conclude this subject.
Take a flint out of river water and put it into auyd glass. Pour upon it as much river water asfilithe glass.
Evaporate this water until the flint be dry. Theupon more fresh water. Do this so long until ftive will fill up
the glass (for in a little time it will fill it umnd become to be of the form or figure of the gl&wsit attracts to itself
the mucilaginousness of the water which, indeed,skmy saltish matter and the true matter ofasornd thus
you shall have that done by art in few days whiature would have been perfecting many years adégith, just
such a flint as is produced in the rivers. Anydmat should see this flint in the glass would wortt®w it should
come in there. You may break your glass and takgaur flint.
There are diverse such processes which may bebugeih effect, they may demonstrate but little emooncerning
the potential heterogeneity of water and, thereftaravoid tediousness, | shall here end with tiet@my of water,
concerning which if anyone can make a further fthison, let him be candid and impart it and | sbal glad to
learn of him and, in the meantime, let him accdpghese, my endeavors.

THE SPAGYRICAL ANATOMY OF WINE

| shall not speak here of the juice of grapes &sgoeaturally divided into wine, tartar, and lebat of wine as
artificially divided into pure spirit, phlegm, arfeces.

The spirit is that hot, subtle, pure, clear, cdrdiad balsamical substance which arises with dldreat after four
or five distillations, being indeed but the twetti@art of the wine. This spirit is not that inettimg substance of the
wine as most think, for a man may drink the spivét is extracted out of ten pints of wine withdigtempering of
his brain at all when, as perhaps, he would betigered with drinking a pint or two of the wine.

Now, this spirit contains in it a subtle ammoniad &ssential sulphur inseparably conjoined whictieed, are the

life of the spirit, and may be separated from thexaurial or watery part thereof which, after sefiareof them,
remains insipid, but yet of wonderful subtility. @hmay be separated thus: first, rectify the spsihigh as you can
the ordinary way. Then rectify it once or twicetlese following vessels.
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Note that if there be any phlegm remaining in hieits it will go no further than the middle receiy especially the
second time. By this means you have so subtlerd 8@t unless it is kept close stopped it wiyl way in the air.
Then take of this spirit two ounces, and pour rugix ounces of calcined tartar before the sattteacted, and
mingle them together. Then distill it in balneumgdahere will come over an insipid water which) aaid before, is
very subtle. Then put on a like quantity of thedsspirit as before, and distill it off. This do kmg until the water
that comes over is not insipid, but the spirit ceraeer again hot as it was poured on. For by tis the fixed
matter is glutted with the sal ammoniac and sulgfuhe spirit. Then put this dried matter intolasg sublimatory,
and put fire to it, and there will sublime a sattrh thence, even as camphor is sublimed. Thigsstiie true essence
of wine, indeed, and its virtues are wonderful,tfere is no disease, whether inward or outwast,dhn withstand
it. This is that essence of wine of the philosophehich is so penetrating, oh wonderful cordial Batsamical,
which if you do once obtain, you shall need but father medicines.

Now, this spirit or aqua vitae is in all vegetabdssyou may see in malt and vegetables that arefmat before they
are distilled which then yield a burning spirit.tYeis in wine more than in any other liquorsalydiquors, for if
you take eight gallons of sack and as much whdathis a solid body, and the wheat being maltdtiyigld more

agua vitae than the sack.
The phlegm is that which remains after the sgsrifistilled off, and is a putrid, insipid, cold,roatic, and
inebriating liquor, debilitating the stomach anfeafling the head. A few spoonfuls of this will pratly make a
man drunk, when as two pints of wine itself wousddiy do it. Nay, the phlegm of half a pint of windl make a
man drunk. Whence you may collect what a greatector of malignant spirits and vapors the spiritvirie is
which, while it is mixed with the phlegm beforetiliation, does temper and correct this inebriatipglity thereof,
and as it does this, so also being given (I mearmthie dephlegmated spirit) to them that are ajr@azbriated,
does much allay their distemper. This phlegm tleeeebeing of so narcotic a quality is the causpaddies and such
like distempers.
Moreover, it is to be observed that when this pimégdistilled off there remains at the bottom scaeus corrosive
matter which by reason of its viscosity is the eaofobstructions, and by reason of its corrosigsribe cause of
the gout, colic, stone, etc.
This feces, being distilled, yields a sharp sginitl fetid oil which leave behind them a saltishssaibce out of
which, when the salt is extracted, there remainisisipid earth.
Now, if any shall object against what | have agskend say that aqua vitae or spirit of wine aebiiating, the
causes of paley, gout, stone, colic, weak stomasttssuch like, as we see by daily experiencedsettthat are



given to the drinking of these liquors, to whicariswer it is true. But then | must distinguish gfia vitae and the
spirit of wine, for there is a common aqua vitad apirit of wine, of which also they make anisedsemter by
putting a few anise seeds "hereunto, and other lkelvaters, as clove, angelica, lemon, etc., wiktich this
nation is most abominably cheated, and their headffaired. But these are not rectified thorougbiyt three parts
of four of them are an insipid narcotic phlegm, teéming in it the feces | spoke of, all which | dara day separate
from the true pure spirit, which spirit rather peets than causes such distempers And the trudil the goodness
of the wine is from this pure spirit.

THE FAMOUS ARCANUM OR RESTORATIVE MEDICAMENT OF
PARACELSUS CALLED HIS HOMUNCULUS

First we must understand that there are three &oospof the word "Homunculus" in Paracelsus, whach these
1. Homunculus is a superstitious image made ipkhes, or name of anyone, that it may contain &aleasnd
invisible man, wherefore it was made for a supeosis use.
2. Homunculus is taken for an artificial man, maflsperma humanum masculinum digested into theesbbp
man, and then nourished and increased with theessd man's blood; and this is not repugnant egpibssibility
of nature and art. But is one of the greatest wmndeGod which He ever did suffer mortal man town| shall not
here set down the full process because | thinkfit to be done, at least to be divulged. Besidgther this nor the
former is for my present purpose.
3. Homunculus is taken for a most excellent arcanumedicament extracted by the spagyrical art frioen
chiefest staff of the natural line in man, and adog to this acception | shall here speak of iit Before | show
you this process, | shall give you an account viy medicament is called homunculus, and it is this
No wise man will deny that the staff of life is thetriment thereof, and that the chiefest nutriniemtread and
wine, being ordained by God, and nature abovethdirahings for the sustentation thereof. Besidaa¢elsus
preferred this nutriment for the generation ofltheod and spirits, and the forming thence the spafrhis
homunculus. Now, by a suitable allusion the nutritrie taken for the life of man and, especiallycdgse it is
transmuted into life. And again the life is taken the man, but unless a man be alive he is narg but the
carcass only of a man, and the basest part the#@oh cannot perfectly be taken for the whole nanthe noblest
part may. Inasmuch, therefore, as the nutrimeatiorent of life may be called the life of man, ahe life of man
be called man, this nutriment extracted out of #raad wine, and being by digestion exalted intohilyaest purity
of a nutritive substance, and consequently becomhiadife of man, being so potentially, may metajitaily be
called homunculus.
The process which in part shall be set down aliegtly is thus.

Take the best wheat and the best wine, of eadte gjliantity. Put them into a glass which you mestrietically
seal. Then let them putrefy in horse dung threes daryuntil the wheat begins to germinate or tmspforth, which
then must be taken forth and bruised in a mortdrkenpressed through a linen cloth. There will cdonth a white

juice like milk. You must cast away the feces. tté$ juice be put into a glass which must not bevathalf full.
Stop it close and set it in horse dung as befaréhiospace of fifty days. If the heat be temperatel not exceeding

the natural heat of man, the matter will be turimd a spagyrical blood and flesh, like an embipois is the
principal and next matter out of which is generatado-fold sperm, viz., of the father and mothenerating the
homunculus, without which there can be made norg¢ina, whether human or animal.

From the blood and flesh of this embryo let theandie separated in balneum, and the air in ashd9y@h be kept
by themselves. Then to the feces of the latteilldigbn, let the water of the former distillatidre added, both which
must (the glass being close stopped) putrefy indhah the space of ten days. After this, distillwser a second
time (which is then the vehiculum of the fire) ttger with the fire, in ashes. Then distill off thigter in a gentle

balneum, and in the bottom remains the fire whiclstnbe distilled in ashes. Keep both these apad.tAus you
have the four elements separated from the chatbe&mbryo.

The feculent earth is to be reverberated in a olessel for the space of four days. In the intedistill off the
fourth part of the first distillation in balneumduast it away. The other three parts distill iness and pour it upon
the reverberated earth, and distill it in a stréirg Cohobate it four times, and so you shall hawery clear water

which you must keep by itself. Then pour the aitlnsame earth, and distill it in a strong fireefle will come
over a clear, splendid, odoriferous water which nnéskept apart. After this pour the fire upon fin& water, and
putrefy them together in balneum the space of tiess. Then put them into a retort and distill tHareand, and
there will come over a water tasting of the firet this water be distilled in balneum. What distdlff, keep by
itself, as also what remains in the bottom whicthesfire, and keep by itself. This last distilldter pour again
upon its earth, and let them be macerated togéitElineum for the space of three days. Then l¢halwater be



distilled in sand, and let what will arise be seped in balneum, and the residence remaining itotim be
reserved with the former residence. Let the wateadmin poured upon the earth, be abstracted padated as
before until nothing remains in the bottom whiclmét separated in balneum. This being done, letvéiter which
was last separated be mixed with the residue dif@&sand be macerated in balneum three or foys,dand all be
distilled in balneum that can ascend with that hieett what remains be distilled in ashes from ihe find what
shall be elevated is aerial. And what remains énttbttom is fiery. These two last liquors are dstito the two
first principles, the former to mercury and thadato sulphur. They are accounted by Paracelsuasnelements
but their vital parts being, as it were, the ndtaparits and soul which are in them by nature. Nbuath are to be
rectified and reflected into their center with ecalar motion, so that this mercury may be prepavigd its water

being kept clear and odoriferous in the upper plaaethe sulphur by itself.

Now, it remains that we look into the third prinieipLet the reverberated earth, being ground upmable, imbibe
its own water which did above remain after the &gtaration of the liquors made in balneum, sottfiatbe the
fourth part of the weight of its earth and be caigd by the heat of ashes into its earth. Letlihisone so often,

the proportion being observed, until the earthdrask up all its water. And lastly, let this eabth sublimed into a

white powder, as white as snow, the feces beingavesy. This earth, being sublimed and freed frtnobscurity,
is the true chaos of the elements, for it conttinse things occult, seeing it is the salt of matorwhich they lie

hid being, as it were, reflexed in their centerisTif the third principle of Paracelsus, and tHg gdnich is the
matrix, in which the two former sperms, viz., oétinan and woman, the parents of the homunculus,ofiz
mercury and sulphur are to be put, and to be clapadgether in a glazed womb sealed with Hernesdsdor the
true generation of the homunculus produced fronsgiagyrical embryo. And this is the homunculusreag
arcanum, otherwise called the nutritive medicanoétaracelsus.

This homunculus or nutritive medicament is of suittue that presently after it is taken into thedpat is turned
into blood and spirits. If then diseases prove aldyécause they destroy the spirits, what morsdatie can
withstand such a medicine that does so soon rapdiso strongly fortify the spirits as this homunsubeing as the
oil to the flame, into which it is immediately t@h, thereby renewing the same. By this medicantiestefore, as

diseases are overcome and expelled, so also youthéwed and grey hairs prevented.

AN ARTIFICIAL WAY TO MAKE FLESH

Take of the crumbs of the best wheaten bread asa®d comes out of the oven, being very hot, ashhas you
please. Put it into a glass vessel which you miesgntly hermetically close. Then set it in digasin a temperate
balneum the space of two months, and it will beedrinto a fibrous flesh.

If any artist should please to exalt it to a higperfection according to the rules of art, he mag but how great a
nourisher and restorative wheat is, and what aslkxt medicine it may make.

Note that there must be no other moisture puttimoglass besides what is in the bread itself.

PARACELSUS, HIS WAY FOR THE RAISING OF ADEADBIRD T O
LIFE AND FOR THE GENERATING MANY SERPENTS OF ONE BO TH
WHICH ARE PERFORMED BY PURTEFACTION

A bird is restored to life thus. Take a bird and ipalive into a gourd glass and seal it hermdiic8urn it to ashes
in the third degree of fire. Then putrefy it in Berdung into a mucilaginous phlegm. So, by a cartirdigestion
that phlegm must be brought to a further matutiirfg taken out and put into an oval vessel okabigness to

hold it) by an exact digestion, and will becomeaawed bird which, says Paracelsus, is one ofrietest wonders

of nature, and shows the great virtue of putredacti

Cut a serpent into small pieces, which put int@ard glass and hermetically seal. Then putrefy threhorse dung,
and the whole serpent will become living againhi@ glass either in the form of worms or spawn stfids. Now, if
these worms be in a fitting manner brought outufgfaction and nourished, many hundred serpetitbevbred
out of one serpent, whereof every one will be gsasithe first. And as it is said of the serpemtalso many other

living creatures may be raised and restored again.

TO MAKE AN ARTIFICIAL MALLAGO WINE

First, take a wine barrel well trooped and dresséith one end being open, to which a close covestrha well
fitted, which must be to take off and put on aglere. Set it in a warm place winter or summer,féintfull with

clear and pure water, to each three gallons. Rygaginds of the best mallago raisins which you rbusise in a
stone mortar. Then strong upon the water, upon weshty gallons of which you must cast a handfutalk vive.



Then cover the vessel close with the cover, antdatathies upon it to keep it warm. Let it standrfoufive days to

work as wine or beer do when they be new. Therifshe raisins be risen up to the top of the walfeso, then put

them down again and cover it as before. Let tham tiand three weeks or a month together, thensdiging every

fourth or fifth day put down in case they rise Wpen put a tap into the vessel three or four fiagdrove the bottom
and try if it be good and taste like wine. If niet, it stand a while longer; but if so, draw it affo another wine
vessel, and to every twenty gallons that you hasevd off, put a pint of the best aqua vitae, twa heid hens

eggs, and a quart of alligant beaten well togetbetrit stand in a cellar as other wine does unke clear and fit to

be drunk.

TO MAKE AN ARTIFICIAL CLARET WINE

Take six gallons of water, two gallons of the b@déer, and put "hereunto eight pounds of the bedlago raisins
bruised in a mortar. Let them stand close covaredwarm place the space of a fortnight, everydays stirring
them well together. Then press out the raisinspanidhe liquor into the said vessel again, to wkadd a quart of
the juice of raspberries, and a pint of the juitblack cherries. Cover this liquor with bread smte¢hick with
strong mustard, the mustard side being downwaidi sariet it work by the fireside three or four dayken turn it
up and let it stand a week, and then bottle itAnd it will taste as quick as bottle beer and, ediebecome a very
pleasant drink and, indeed, far better and wholesahan our common claret.

AN ARTIFICIAL MALMESEY

Take two gallons of english honey and put it intghegallons of the best spring water. Set thesevessel over a
gentle fire. When they have boiled gently an haketthem off, and when they be cold put them irgmall barrel
or runlet, hanging in the vessel a bag of spicesit$n the cellar, and in half a year you may#rihereof.

TO MAKE AN EXCELLENT AROMATICAL HYPPOCRAS

Take of cinnamon two ounces, ginger an ounce, slavel nutmeg of each two drams, of white peppérahdiam,
of cardamum two drams, and of musk mallowseed thueees. Let all these be bruised and put intogeabd hung
in six gallons of wine. Note that you must put agi¢ in the bag to make it sink.

Some boil these spices in wine which they then seavewith sugar, and then let run through a hyppobesy and
afterwards bottle it up and use when they please.
A Single Hyppocras Bag, or Manica Hippocratis

When you would have this or any other liquor tovbey clear, you may use the triple hyppocras bagwhat feces
pass the first will stay in the second, and whahasecond will stay in the last. Note that tHemsgs must be made
of white cotton.
A triple hyppocras bag is only one hung above asradifiter this manner.



TO MAKE EXCELLENT HYPPOCRAS WINE IN AN INSTANT

Take of cinnamon two ounces, nutmeg, ginger, ofi éedf an ounce, cloves two drams. Bruise thesdl samal
then mix them with as much spirit of wine as withke them into a paste. Let them stand close coveragjlass
the space of six days in a cold place. Then presthe liquor and keep it in a glass.
A few drops of this liquor put into any wine giviés gallant relish and odor, and makes it as gaodny hyppocras
whatsoever and that in an instant.
Note that if the wine be of itself harsh, it wibnbe amiss to sweeten it with sugar, for ther¢lg/made far more
grateful.
This also being put into beer will make it verygdant and aromatical.

ANOTHER WAY TO MAKE HYPPOCRAS OR MAKE ANY WINE TO
TASTE OF ANY VEGETABLE IN AN INSTANT

Take what wine you please, and according as youdawave it taste of this or that spice or any othegetable, of
one or more together, you may drop a few dropbeflistilled oil of the said spices or vegetabigs the wine, and
brew well together and you may make in an instlrstoats of hyppocras or other wines. As for exaenjfl you
would have wormwood wine, two or three drops ofodivormwood put into a good Rhenish wine, beindl we
brewed together, will make a wormwood wine excegdiny that you shall meet withall in the Rhenishewi

houses.

TO MAKE A GOOD RASPBERRY WINE

Take a gallon of sack in which let two gallons adpberries stand, steeping the space of 24 holues Sirain them
and put to the liquor three pounds of raisins efghn stoned. Let them stand together four ordases, being
sometimes stirred together. Then pour off the eltaaind put it up in bottles and set it in a cd&te. If it be not

sweet enough you may add some sugar to it.

TWO OTHER WAYS TO MAKE IT ALL THE YEAR AT AN INSTANT

Take of the juice of raspberries and put it intmo#tle which you must stop close. Set it in a ecelawill become
clear, and keep all the year, and become verydragr
A few spoonfuls of this put into a pint of wine sstened well with sugar gives it an excellent aribtaste of the
raspberries.
If you put two or three ounces of the syrup of kespies to a pint of wine it will do as well, biien you need use
no other sugar, for that will sweeten it sufficignt

TO MAKE MEAD OR METHEGLIN THAT IT SHALL TASTE STALE
AND QUICK WITHIN A FORTNIGHT AND BE FIT TO DRINK

To every three gallons of water put one gallorhefpurest honey. Put what herbs and spices yosel8&ail it and
skim it well, now and then putting in some watehéM it is sufficiently boiled, take it off, and wié is almost

cold, put it into a wooden vessel. Set it by thmedide, and cover it over with bread spread thiitk the strongest
mustard, the mustard side being downwards. So $¢amnd three days, and it will work. Only put athlover it.



Then turn it up, and after a week draw it forthoibbttles and set it into a cellar. After anotheew you may drink
of it, for it will taste as quick as bottle beeatlis a fortnight old and, indeed, as stale asrottead will in half a
year.

TO MAKE A SPIRIT OF AMBERGRIS THAT A FEW DROPS THERE OF
SHALL PERFUME A PINT OF WINE MOST RICHLY

Take of ambergris two drams, and of musk a dramtl@m small and put them into a pint of the bestified
spirit of wine. Close up the glass hermetically digkst them in a very gentle heat until you peredhey are
dissolved. Then you may make use of it.
Two or three drops or more if you please of thisisgut into a pint of wine. gives it a rich odor
Or if you put two or three drops around the brinaaflass, it will do as well.
Half a spoonful of it taken either of itself or reck with some specifical liquor is a most rich catdi

AN EXCELLENT SWEET WATER

Take a quart of orange flower water, as much restenyvand add thereto of musk-mallow seeds grdmssiged four
ounces, of benjamin two ounces, of storax an ourfdapdanum six drams, of lavender flowers twoilhsigof
sweet marjoram as much, of calimus aromaticus endpastill all these in a glass still in balneurnetvessels being
very well closed so that no vapor breathes forth.
Note that you may make a sweet water in an ingpiputting a few drops of some distilled oils tdge&tinto some
rose water and brewing them well together.

TO PURIFY AND TO GIVE AN EXCELLENT SMELL AND TASTE UNTO
OIL OF OLIVE THAT THEY THAT LOATHE IT MAY DELIGHT T O
EATIT

Take of a good sort of oil of olive, though nottbé best. Put the same into a vessel of earthppesdhat has a
little hole in the bottom thereof which you maygsteith wax or a cork to open at your pleasurehis vessel, for
every quart of oil add four quarts of fair watemdavith a wooden spatula or spoon beat them wgétteer for a
quarter of an hour's space. When you have so dges, the hole in the bottom and let out the wéterthe oil does
naturally flee above, as being the lighter bodyséen as the water is passed away, stop the haeyud in other
cold water. Begin a new agitation as before, antkwothe like manner diverse times as you didchatfirst, until in
the end the oil be well cleansed and clarifiedhdf last time you work it with rose water, it Wik so much the
better. Then hang in the midst of the oil a codiag full of nutmeg sliced, cloves bruised, andrthds of oranges
and lemons cut small. Set the vessel in balneunwioior three hours and, | suppose, he that loaihesll be

easily by this means drawn to a liking of it.

ANOTHER WAY

Set oil of olive in the sun in summertime until theettles a good store of soul and gross leas, tihe which by
declination pour out the clear oil. Keep it untietnext winter, and after the same has been cadjeath some
frosty weather the oil will be most sweet and delble to taste.

After this manner you may clarify all thick oils@all kinds of grease but, then, you must use waater instead of

cold.

TO PURIFY BUTTER THAT IT SHALL KEEP FRESH AND SWEET A
LONG TIME AND BE MOST WONDERFUL SWEET IN TASTE

Dissolve butter in a clean glazed or silver veasel in a pan or kettle of water with a slow andtlgefire. Then
pour the same so dissolved into a basin that hag skair water therein. When it is cold, take awlag curds and
the whey that remains in the bottom. And if youl & at the charge thereof, you may the second (fionét must
be twice dissolved) dissolve the butter in roseewatorking them well together. The butter thusitikd will be as
sweet in taste as the marrow of any beast, by neafsthe great impurity that is removed by this mamof
handling, the first part thereof being drosse whiedkes the butter many times offensive to the stbma



TO MAKE BUTTER TASTE OF ANY VEGETABLE WITHOUT
ALTERING THE COLOR THEREOF

When the butter is taken out of the churn and welked from the ferous part thereof, mix with tlaédsbutter as
much of the oil of that vegetable which you likesbentil the same be strong enough in taste to fking. Then
temper them well together.
If you do in the month of May mix some oil of sagith your butter, it may excuse you from eatingesagth your
butter.
If you mix the oil with the aforesaid clarified bet, it will be far better and serve for a mostntiaidish and, indeed,
a great rarity.

TO MAKE CHEESE TASTE STRONG OF ANY VEGETABLE WITHOUT
DISCOLORING OF IT

You may mix the distilled oil of what vegetable yoould have the cheese taste of with the curd befor whey be
pressed out. But be sure you mix them very well éfigplaces may taste alike of it. You may makiagte stronger
or weaker of it, as you please, by putting in mmréess of the oil.

TO PURIFY AND REFINE SUGAR

Make a strong lixivium of calx vive, wherein disgelas much coarse sugar as the lixivium will b&aen put in
the white of eggs (of two to every quart of theubg) being beaten into an oil. Stir them well tdgetand let them
boil a little, and there will arise a scum whichghbe taken off as long as any will arise. Therr@dithe liquor
through a great woolen cloth bag, and so the fadésemain behind in the bag. Then boil the ligawain so long
until some drops of it being put upon a cold plaié when they be cold, be congealed as hard ksTdzen pour
out the liquor into pots or moulds made for thatgmse, having a hole in the narrower end thered¢hvimust be
stopped for one night after, and after that nighbpened. There will a moist substance drop foftithvis called
molasses or treakle. Then with potters clay covereinds of the pot, and as the clay sinks dowreagan of the
sinking of the sugar, fill them up with more clagpeating the doing thereof until the sugar shrimksnore. Then
take it out until it be hard and dried, and themdhit up in papers.

TO MAKE A VEGETABLE GROW AND BECOME MORE GLORIOUS
THAN ANY OF ITS SPECIES

Reduce any vegetable into its three first prinadplEhen join them together again, being well pedfiand put the
same into a rich earth, and you shall have it pteduvegetable far more glorious than any of iEEs.
Now, how to make such an essence, look into teHlivok, and there you shall see the process thereo

TO MAKE A PLANT GROW IN TWO OR THREE HOURS

Take the ashes of moss and moisten them with tbe @ an old dunghill, being first pressed fortidastrained.
Then dry them a little, and moisten them as beforethis four or five times. Put this mixture, bgineither very
dry nor very moist, into some earthen or metal egssd in it set the seeds of lettuce, purslaipassley (because
they will grow sooner than other plants) beingtfispregnated with the essence of a vegetables @ivin species
(the process thereof you shall find in Book 1) Ltitey begin to sprout forth. Then, | say, put tharthe said earth
with that end upwards which sprouts forth. Thentpatvessel into a gentle heat, and when it begidsy moisten
it with some of the said juice of dung.
You may by this means have a salad grow while suigpaaking ready.

TO MAKE THE IDEA OF ANY PLANT APPEAR IN A GLASS AS IF THE
VERY PLANT ITSELF WERE THERE

The process of this you may see in Book | andefloeg, | need not here again repeat it. Only renegrttiat if you
put the flame of a candle to the bottom of the gjlakere the essence is, by which it may be madeybotwill see
that thin substance which is like impalpable asitesalt send forth from the bottom of the glassrtamifest form
of a vegetable, vegetating and growing by littld &ttle, and putting on so fully the form of stalkeaves, and
flowers in such perfect and natural wise in appiaseow that anyone would believe verily the samegamaturally
corporeal when as, in truth, it is the spirituaadinduced with a spiritual essence which semerd other purpose



but to be matched with its fitting earth, so thahay take unto itself a more solid body. This siveed figure, as
soon as the vessel is taken from the fire, rettolits ashes again and vanishes away, becomingas@nd
confused matter.

TO MAKE FIR TREES APPEAR IN TURPENTINE

Take as much turpentine as you please and pubitimnetort. Distill it by degrees. When all istdied off, keep the
retort still in a reasonable heat so that what lditnis still remaining may be evaporated and itdrae dry. Then
take this off from the fire and hold your handtte bottom of the retort. The turpentine that igdriwhich is called
colophonia) will crack asunder in several places| ia those cracks or chaps you shall see the giesfiigies of fir

trees which will there continue many months.

TO MAKE HARTSHORN SEEMINGLY TO GROW IN A GLASS

Take hartshorn broken into small pieces, and mmthto a glass retort to be distilled. You sha# ¢he glass to be
seemingly full of horns which will continue there long until the volatile salt comes over.

TO MAKE GOLDEN MOUNTAINS AS IT WERE APPEAR IN A GLAS S

Take of adders eggs half a pound, and put themeigiass retort. Distill them by degrees. Whernsadlry, you shall
see the feces at the bottom turgid and puffed dpsaem to be, as it were, golden mountains, besngglorious to
behold.

TO MAKE THE REPRESENTATION OF THE WHOLE WORLD IN A
GLASS

Take of the purest salt nitre as much as you pleaskof tin half as much. Mix them together anidioa them
hermetically. Then put them into a retort, to whiaginex a glass receiver, and lute them well togetle there be
leaves of gold put into the bottom thereof. Thenfjpa to the retort until vapors arise that wilkave to the gold.
Augment the fire until no more fumes ascend. Tladwe away the receiver and close it hermeticallykd/alamp

fire under it, and you will see represented ifé sun, moon, stars, fountains, flowers, treestsfand, indeed, even
all things which is a glorious sight to behold.

TO MAKE FOUR ELEMENTS APPEAR IN A GLASS

Take of the subtle powder of jeat one ounce anafadf the oil of tartar made per deliqulum (inialm there is not
one drop of water besides what the tartar itseifracted) two ounces which you must color withghtigreen with
vardegrease, of the purest spirit of wine tingethwilight blue with indigo, two ounces of the besttified spirit of
turpentine colored with a light red with maddert Rllithese into a glass and shake them togettar.stiall see the
jeat which is heavy and black fall to the bottord aepresent the earth. Next, the oil of tartar ngreen
representing the element of water falls. Upon shidims the blue spirit of wine which will not mix thithe oil of
tartar, and represents the element of air, upparwidswim the subtle red oil of turpentine whiospresent the
element of fire.
It is strange to see how after shaking all thegettwer they will be distinctly separated the omerfithe other. If it
be well done, as it is easy enough to do, it isoatrglorious sight.

TO MAKE A PERPETUAL MOTION IN A GLASS

Take seven ounces of quicksilver, as much tin,gximil them well together with fourteen ounces dflsnate
dissolved in a cellar upon a marble the spacewfdays. It will become like oil of olive, whichstill in sand.
There will sublime a dry substance. Then put theemahich distills off back upon the earth in thatom of the
still, and dissolve what you can. Filter it andtiflig again. This do four or five times. Then trearth will be so
subtle that, being put into a vial, the subtle atdhereof will move up and down forever.
Note that the vial or glass must be close stoppeldkapt in a dry place.

TO MAKE A LUMINOUS WATER THAT SHALL GIVE LIGHT BY
NIGHT

Take the tails of glowworms, put them into a glstii and distill them in balneum. Pour the saidter upon more
fresh tails of glowworms. Do this four or five timand you shall have a most luminous water by wihizhmay



see to read in the darkest night.
Some say this water may be made of the skins oinigeiand for ought | know, it may be probable egtou-or |
have heard that a shoal of herring coming by aishipe night have given a great light to all thés
It were worth the while to know the true reason wllgwworms and herring and some other such likeghishould
be luminous in the night.

TO MAKE A VAPOR IN A CHAMBER THAT HE THAT ENTERS IN  TO
IT WITH A CANDLE SHALL THINK THE ROOM TO BE ON FIRE

Dissolve camphor in rectified aqua vitae and evaggothem in a very close chamber where no air eaimgHe
that first enters the chamber with a lighted camdlebe much astonished, for the chamber will seerhe full of
fire, very subtle, but it will be of little contirance.

You must note that it is the combustible vaporhwihich the chamber is filled, that takes the fladnoen the
candle.

Diverse such like experiments as this may be dgneulting such a combustible vapor into a box, upbmard, or

such like which will as soon as anyone shall opemt, having a candle in his hand, take fire and.bur

TO MAKE POWDER THAT BY SPITTING UPON SHALL BE INFLAM ED

Take a loadstone, powder it, and put it into argjrealcining pot. Cover it all over with a powdeade of calx vive
and colophonia, of each a like quantity, and alstospme of this powder under it. When the pot s fwver it and
lute the closures with potters earth. Put them @ntornace and there let them boil. Then take tbatrand put them
into another pot. Set them in the furnace agaid,this do until they become a very white and dix.céake of this
calx one part, of salt nitre very well purified fquarts, and as much camphor, sulphur vivum, aaaihof
turpentine and tartar. Grind all these to a sybtleder and searse them, and put them into a géssel Then put
as much spirit of wine well rectified as will covsem two fingers breadth. Then close them up anthe vessel in
horse dung three months, and in that time theyallibecome a uniform paste. Evaporate all the Hitynuntil the
whole mass becomes a very dry stone. Then take @ral powder it, and keep it very dry.
If you take a little of this powder and spit updnor pour some water upon it, it will take fireegently, so that you
may light a match or any such thing by it.

TO FORTIFY A LOADSTONE THAT IT SHALL BE ABLE TO DRA W A
NAIL OUT OF A PIECE OF WOOD

Take a loadstone and heat it very hot in coalssbuhat it be not fired. Then presently quench the oil of crocus
martis, made of the best steel, so that it maylelis much as it can.
You shall by this means make the loadstone sosteoyg and powerful that you may pull out nailsra piece of
wood with it, and do such wonderful things witlhat the common loadstone can never do.
Now the reason of this (as Paracelsus says) isibedhe spirit of iron is the life of the loadstpaad this may be
extracted from or increased in the loadstone.

TO MAKE QUICKSILVER MALLEABLE IN SEVEN HOURS

Take of the best lead, melt it, and pour it intwoée. When it is almost congealed, make a holg enid presently
fill up the hole with quicksilver, and it will prestly become congelated into a friable substanhen®eat it into a
powder, and put it again into a hole of fresh ntelead as before. Do this three or four times. Tinahit, being all

in a piece of linseed oil, the space of six holiren take it out and it will become malleable.
Note that after this it may, by being melted over fire, be reduced into quicksilver again.
A thin plate of the said mercury laid upon an ievate ulcer takes away the malignity of it in aagmaeasure and
renders it more curable than before.
A plate of said mercury laid upon tumors would lgreat deal better repercussive than plates ofidach
surgeons use in such cases.

The powder of the friable substance of mercury teefiobe boiled in the oil is very good to be steeMupon old

ulcers, for it does much to correct the virulenEyhem.



TO REDUCE GLASS INTO ITS FIRST PRINCIPLES VIZ. SAND AND
SALT

Take bits or powder of glass, as much as you pleasbas much of the salt which glassmen use imtidéng of
glasses. Melt these together in a strong fire. Tdissolve all the melted mass in warm water. Thaur pff the
water and you shall see no glass, but only satigeifpottom, which sand is that which was in theglaefore.

This confutes the vulgar opinion, namely that tiigidn of glass is the last fusion and beyond allicgion.

TO WRITE OR ENGRAVE UPON AN EGG OR PIBBLE WITH WAX OR
GREASE

Make what letters or figures you please with wagm@ase upon an egg or pibble. Put them into thageést spirit
of vinegar, and there let them lie two or threesd&fou shall see every place about the lettergjards eaten or
consumed away with the said spirit. But the plabens the wax or grease was is not at all touchbd.réason

whereof is because the spirit would not operateupe said oleaginous matter.

TO MAKE ARTIFICIAL PEARL AS GLORIOUS AS ANY ORIENTA L

Dissolve mother of pearl in spirit of vinegar. Thanecipitate it with oil of sulphur per campanumdanot with oil
of tartar, for that takes away the splendor ofitjch adds a luster to it. When it is thus preeigt], dry it, and mix
it with white of eggs, and of this mass you may epkarls of what bigness or fashion you pleaseorBdhey be
dried, you may make holes through them. When tleegiried they will not at all, or very hardly, bescierned from
true and natural pearls.

TO MAKE A MINERAL PERFUME

Dissolve antimony or sulphur in the liquor or dilftints or pebbles, or crystals, or sand. Coagutht solution into
a red mass, pour thereon the spirit of urine, agestl them until the spirit be tinged. Then powfftand pour more
on until all the tincture be extracted. Put all timetures together and evaporate the spirit ofi@i balneum. There
will remain a blood red liquor at the bottom, upeich pour spirit of wine, and you shall extragiwer tincture
which smells like garlic. Digest it three or fouegks, and it will smell like balm. Digest it longand it will smell
like musk or ambergris.
Besides the smell that it has, it is an excelledosific, and cures all diseases that require svesathe plague,
putrid fevers, lues venerea, and such like as these

THE OIL OR LIQUOR OF SAND, FLINTS, PEBBLES, OR CRYS TALS
FOR THE AFORESAID PREPARATION IS MADE THUS

Take of the best salt of tartar, being very wellified by two or three dissolutions and coagulasioand powdered
in a hot mortar, one part. Of flints, pebbles, ystals, being powdered, or small sand well wasttedfourth part.
Mingle them well together. Put as much of this cosifion as will fill an eggshell into a crucibleetdn the earthen
furnace (described in Book 1) and made red hotsBntly there will come over a thick and whiteispt his do
until you have enough. Then take out of the crecighile it is glowing hot, and that which is inistlike transparent
glass, which keep from the air.
The spirit may be rectified by sand in a glassrteto
This spirit is of excellent use in the gout, stopiesick, and indeed in all obstructions. It proesksweat, urine, and
cleanses the stomach and, by consequence, isusff@timost diseases.
It being applied externally clears the skin and esaik look very fair.
Take that which remains at the bottom in the cilecéimd beat it to powder, and lay it in a moistplao that it
dissolves into a thick fat oil. And this is thatianis called the oil of sand, of flints, pebblescrystals.
This oil is of wonderful use in medicine, as alsdhe preparation of all sorts of minerals.
This ail, being taken inwardly in some appropriégeor, dissolves tartarous coagulations in theyhaed so opens
all obstructions.
It precipitates metals and makes the calx therewerweighty than oil of tartar does.
Itis of a golden nature. It extracts colors froimaetals, is fixed in all fires, makes fine crylstand borax, and
matures imperfect metals into gold.
If you put it into water, there will precipitatenaost fine white earth, of which you may make asrclessels as are
china dishes.



Note that all sand, flints, and pebbles, even thitest, have in them a golden sulphur or tinctare] if a prepared
lead be for a time digested in this oil it will seeas it were, gilded because of the gold thatletg upon it which
may be washed away in water. Gold also is fourshimd and flints, etc., and if you put gold intcstbil it will
become more ponderous thereby.

TO MAKE STEEL GROW IN A GLASS LIKE A TREE

Dissolve steel in a rectified spirit of salt, sallyou have a green and sweet solution which snigl brimstone.
Filter it and abstract all the moisture in sandhatgentle heat. There will distill over a liquar sweet as rain water.
Steel, by reason of its dryness, detains the deaness of the spirit of salt which remains in ltiodétom like a blood

red mass which is as hot on the tongue as firesdbie this red mass in oil of flints or of sanddamu shall see it

grow up in two or three hours like a tree with st@md branches. Prove this tree at the test, asidhlt yield good
gold which this tree has drawn from the aforesdidfosand or flints which has a golden sulphuitin

TO MELT A METAL IN ONE'S HAND WITHOUT BURNING OF THE
HAND

Take a little calcining pot in your hand. Make timilane or course of the powder of any metal. Tupon it lay a
lane of sulphur, saltpeter, and saw dust, of edide @uantity, mixed together. Put a coal of tiodt, and forthwith
the metal will be melted into a mass.

AN OBSERVATION UPON THE BEAMS OF THE SUN AND HEAT O F
THE FIRE HOW THEY ADD WEIGHT TO MINERAL & METAL BODIE S

Take of any mineral liquor and set it in an opesse in the sun for a good space, and it will lgmaented in
guantity and weight. But some will say that thisg@eds from the air, to the which | answer and daehvehether
the air had not this impregnation from the sun, whdt the air has in itself that proceeds not ftbexsun and stars.
Put this liquor in a cold cellar or in a moist and you shall find that it increases not in weigistit does in the sun
or in the fire (which has in this respect some agglwith the sun). | do not say but haply it migltract some little

moisture which is soon exhaled by any small heat.

Dissolve any sulphurous and imperfect metal, as icopper, or zinc, in aqua fortis or any othedagirit. Then
abstract the spirit from it. Make it glowing hogtynot too hot, so that the spirit may only vapeag. Then weigh
this metal calx and set it in a crucible over tine.fBut melt it not, only let it darkly glow, létstand so three or four
weeks, and then take it off and weigh it again. ¥ball find it heavier than before.

Set any sulphurous metal, as iron or copper, viktesn or eighteen parts of lead on a test made aghes of wood
or bones in a probatory furnace. First weigh tis¢ ¢epper and lead before you put them into thesfte. Let the
iron or copper fly away with the lead, yet not witie strong a heat. Then take the test out andhitignd you
shall find it (though the metals be gone) whes itald to be heavier than it was when it was piat the furnace
with the metals. The question is now whence tha/lmess of all the aforesaid minerals and metalsgeded, if
that the heat of the sun and fire through the béthe minerals and metals be not fixed into a alalkp mineral and
metal body?

Set a test with lead or copper in the sun. Witbrcave glass unite the beams of the sun, anddst thll on the
center of the metal. Hold the concave glass in ymaumnd, and let your test never be cold. This véllls well done in
the sun as in the fire. But this concave must lefeet in diameter, and not too hollow or deep,dhdut the
eighteenth or twentieth part of the circle, so thatay the better cast its beams forth. It mustéry well polished.
Calcine antimony with a burning glass and you sbedl it smoke and fume and be made drier thandyefet
weigh it and it will be heavier than before.
| shall take in, for the confirmation of all thi relation of Sir Kenelme Digby concerning the pitating of the
sun beams. | remember (says he) a rare experilma hobleman of much sincerity and a singulanttiof mine
told me he had seen which was, that by means s$gtamade in a very particular manner and artifigiéaced
one by another, he had seen the sun beams gatbgetter and precipitated down to a brownish oplh red
powder. There (says he) could be no fallacy in dipisration. For nothing whatsoever was in the ghdssn they
were placed and disposed for this intent. And ishine in the hot time of the year, else the effemtld not follow.
Of this magistery he could gather some days néadyounces, and it was a strong volatile virtued ewould
impress its spiritual quality into gold itself (theaviest and most fixed body we converse withal§ very short
time.



| leave it now to the reader to judge whether tharhs of the sun and and the heat of the fire adghtve® minerals
and metals.

TO EXTRACT A WHITE MILKY SUBSTANCE FROM THE RAYS OF
THE MOON

Take a concave glass and hold it against the mdmmwshe is at the full in a clear evening. Letrthes thereof
being united fall upon a sponge, and the spondebeifull of a cold milky substance which you mag$s out with
your hand and gather more. De-La-Brosse is of ffieian that this substance is of the substanchehtoon, but |

cannot assent to him in that. Only this | sayhi$ experiment were well prosecuted, it might picegdor ought |
know, such a discovery which might be the key temall secrets.

TO CONDENSE THE AIR IN THE HEAT OF SUMMER AND INTH E
HEAT OF THE DAY INTO WATER

Fill an earthen vessel unglazed, made pointed danshvand fill it with snow water (which must be kel the

year) in which is dissolved as much nitre as theemaould dissolve. Let the vessel be close stoppettl this

vessel against the sun and the air will be so awseteby the coldness of the vessel that if wilpddown by the
sides thereof.

HOW TWO SORTS OF VOLATILE SALTS WILL BE FIXED BY
JOINING THEM TOGETHER

Take a strong lixivium made of unslaked lime, andporate it.

Whereas you would expect to find a salt at thedmotthere is none, for all the salt in the lixiviusrvapored away,
and the more the liquor is evaporated the wealelittvium becomes, which is contrary to othervixims. Also, if
you take the spirit of vinegar and evaporate itj gball find no salt at the bottom. Now, if youeake clear
lixivium of lime and spirit of vinegar, of eachiaé quantity, and mix them together and evapotaehumidity
thereof, you shall find a good quantity of saltre bottom which tastes partly hot and partly athis salt, being
set in a cold cellar on a marble stone and dissdivi® an oil, is as good as any lac virginis teacland smooth the

face and dry up any hot pustules in the skin, s@ afjainst the itch and old ulcers to dry them up.

TO MAKE AN UNGUENT THAT A FEW GRAINS THEREOF BEING
APPLIED OUTWARDLY WILL CAUSE VOMITING OR LOOSNESS AS
YOU PLEASE

Take lapis infernalis and mix therewith of distilleil of tobacco as much as will make an ointm&eep it in a dry
place.
If you would provoke vomiting, anoint the pit ofetlstomach with five or six grains thereof, andphety will
presently vomit, and as much as with taking of tomi
If you would provoke to loosness, anoint aboutrtbeel therewith, and the patient will presently iialo a
loosness.
Note that you must give the patient some warm s\gspall the time this medicine is working.

Note also, and that especially, that you let netdimtment lie so long as to cauterize the pavthich it is applied.

HOW TO MAKE A MEDICINE THAT HALF A GRAIN THEREOF BEI NG
TAKEN EVERY MORNING WILL KEEP THE BODY SOLUBLE

Take of the distilled oil of tobacco, of which tbe essential salt of tobacco imbibe as much @it Then with this
composition make some lozenges by adding suchsgtaagare fitting for such a form of medicine. Nibt&t you put
but such a quantity of this oily salt as half aigi@nly may be in one lozenge.
One of these lozenges being taken every mornimy@ny other morning keeps the body soluble, agdésl for
them as are apt to be very costive in their bodies.
Note that you may put some aromatical ingredietat ihe lozenges that may qualify the offensive aafdhe oll, if
there shall be any.



TO MAKE A CORDIAL STOMACHICAL AND PURGATIVE TINCTUR E

Make a tincture of hierapera with spirit of winellwvectified and aromatized with cinnamon or cloves
Two or three spoonfuls of this tincture being takea morning twice in a week wonderfully helpsdhdhat have
weak and foul stomachs. It opens obstructions amggs viscosities of the stomach and bowels, altésveterate
headaches, kills worms and, indeed, leaves no itiggim the body, and is very cordial. For it eedingly helps
them that are troubled with faintings. There ishiteg offensive in this medicine but the bitterndssreof which the
other extraordinary virtues will more than balance.

ANOTHER

Dissolve scammony in spirit of wine. Evaporatedhe moity. Then precipitate it by putting rose wateit, and it
will become most white, for the black and fetid teatill lie on the top of the precipitated mattenich you must
wash away with rose water. Then take that white,dagimg very well washed, and dry it. (If you pleagou may
powder it and so use it. For indeed it has neitheell nor taste, and purges without any offenceay be given to
children, or to any that distaste physic, in tmilk or broth without any discerning of it and, &etl, it does purge
without any manner of grippings. | was wont to makep into pills with oil of cinnamon or cloves vah gave it a
gallant smell, and of which | gave a scruple whigbught moderately and without any manner of grigg). Then
dissolve it again in spirit of wine, being aromatizwith what spices you please, and this keep.
This tincture is so pleasant, so gentle, so nolplergative that there is scarce the like in theldydor it purges
without any offence, is taken without any nausegptand purges all manner of humors, especiallyarthaind
melancholy, and is very cordial.
It may be given to those that abhor any mediciagpahildren or those that are of a nauseous stoma
The dose is from half a spoonful to two or three.
Note it must be taken of itself, for if it be patd any other liqguor the scammony will precipitatel fall to the
bottom.
After this manner, you may prepare jollap by exiracthe gum therefrom and then dissolving it ifrispf wine.
By this means jollap would not be so offensiveht® stomach, as usually it is, for it is the gunt thgurgative and
the earthliness that is so nauseous.
Jollap being thus prepared is a most excellent oimegliagainst all hydropic diseases, for it purgatewaway
without any nausea or griping at all.

TO REDUCE DISTILLED TURPENTINE INTO ITS BODY AGAIN

Take of oil of turpentine and the colophonia thégdhich is that substance which remains in thedotafter
distillation) which you must beat to powder. Midette together and digest them, and you shall hawpantine of
the same consistency as before, but of a fierylesulature.

Pills made of this turpentine are of excellent msebstructions of the breast, kidneys, and the. lik

TO MAKE THE DISTILLED OIL OUT OF ANY HERB, SEED, OR
FLOWER IN AN INSTANT WITHOUT ANY FURNACE

You must have a long pipe made of tin which musehabowl in the middle with a hole in it as bigyas! can put
your finger into it, by which you must put your ratthat you would have the oil of. Set this matterfire with a
candle or coal of fire. Then put one end of theepigo a basin of fair water and blow at the o#naal, and the
smoke will come into the water, and there will drsevim upon the water which you may separate withinnel.

TO MAKE WATER AND THE TINCTURE OF ANY VEGETABLE AT
THE SAME TIME WHICH IS AN EXCELLENT WAY TO DRAW OUT
THE VIRTUE THEREOF

This must be performed by these following vessels.



A. Signifies the furnace itself.
B. The retort which stands in water or sand, wimetieé matter to be distilled is put, instead, whérkyou please
you may put a gourd glass with a head to it.
C. The pipe.
D. Another vessel where is more fresh matter, dbwitoch the tincture is to be drawn, and which genpon ashes
with a fire under it.
E. The furnace with a pan of ashes.
F The receiver.
G. The hole of the furnace to put in coals to hlkeatsecond matter.

A WAY TO SEPARATE FRESH WATER FROM SALT WITHOUT A
FURNACE OR MUCH TROUBLE

Take a cauldron with a great and high cover hagibgak or nose, set it upon a trivet, and undeutit fire. Let
this be filled with salt water, and there will peetly distill off a good quantity of fresh watetana receiver which
must be joined to the nose of the aforesaid cover.
This is of good use for seamen that want freshyvédeby this means they may distill a good quigriti 24 hours,
especially if they have any considerable numbehefaforesaid vessels, a figure whereof is thicifollows.




A WAY TO PURGE AND PURIFY TROUBLED AND MUDDY WATERS

Fill a great pot with puddled water, and put a soitl gentle fire under it. Lay some bricks acrasshe pot brims,
and upon the sticks lay clean wool or a sponge wasihed. Now the wool drinks up the vapors thagagavhich
you then must wring out and lay on the wool ag@his you may do until you have as much clean waseyou
desire. The manner of this distillation is desaditteus.

A. Signifies the pot.
B. The fire.
C. The sticks.
D. The wool.
This is of use for them that can come at no ottegers but what are troubled, as it falls out mamgs in some
places.

ANY THICK ANOTHER WAY TO PURIFY MUDDY, OR FECULENT
LIQUOR

This is performed by shreds of any white wooleritclia vessels as you can see hereafter expressed.
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A. Signifies the vessels.



B. The shreds.
Note that the shreds must be first wet in fair waded the feculent matter be put into the uppetwessel.
Note also, whereas here be two receivers, thatimymases one may be sufficient.
This way serves for the purifying of decoctionsc@s, or diesolutions of salts from their feculenfoy that which is
distilled by the shreds is as clear as crystal,nmlieat remains is very feculent.

TO KEEP FIRE IN A GLASS THAT WHILE THE GLASS IS SHUT WILL
NOT BURN BUT AS SOON AS IT IS OPENED WILL BE INFLAME D

First extract the burning spirit of the salt of tina glass retort well coated. When the retocbisl, take it out and
break it, and as soon as the matter in it whichaiamin the bottom thereof after distillation conms the air, it
will presently be inflamed. Put this matter intglass vial, and keep it close stopped.
This fire will keep many thousand years and nohhurless the glass be opened. But at what timeesdleat it is
opened, it will burn.

It is conceived that such a kind of fire as thisv@und in vaults when they were opened which namgeived to
be a perpetual burning lamp, when as indeed itimfisned at the opening the vault and the lettimgir thereby
which before it lacked and, therefore, could nanbor it is to be conceived that there is no fivens longer than
its matter endures, and there is no combustibléeme&n endure forever.

There may be many uses of such a fire as thigrfgman may carry it about with him and let it boma sudden
when he has any occasion for fire.
A lamp furnace is made thus.

A. Signifies the candlestick which must be hollowddull of water.
B. The top of the candlestick which must be widedatain good store of water for to fill up the dbastick as the
candle rises up.
C. The candle which must be as long as the camkest



D. The vessel that contains either water, sandsbes for any vessel to be set into, also to coatay matter itself
that is to be distilled or digested.
E. A glass vessel standing in digestion.
F. A narrow-mouthed stopple to be put into the tastitk to keep the candle upright, and that mestiade of tin
with holes in it.
G. The cover for the vessel D which is to be pudrup when anything is decocted or kept warm in it.
H. A still head to put upon the vessel D when yawld distill anything in it.
Note that if you make all these vessels large yay do many considerable things without much lalsdrauble.
In the vessel D, if it be large, you may stew mwlaich, if you put in at night and cover it closeuymay have it
ready for your breakfast in the morning and sopetiag to the time you put it in, you may haveoit élinner or
supper. Also, you may keep anything warm in théhand at all times, diverse such uses as thesayitbe used
for.
Note that the candle will still rise up until it lj@ite burned out, and an ordinary candle will tagte as long this
way as it will out of the water.
If you would have one candle last a long time vas\te or twenty hours, you must either make youndésstick
very long that it may contain a long candle, or smg&ur candle big and the wick small, or make yeandle of
such matter as will not presently be consumed.
Note also that if you would have a great heat, yaundle must be great, and also the wick theresstgbut if
gentle, let your candle be s mall.

ANOTHER LAMP FURNACE

There is another sort of lamp furnace with thregdées after this manner.

The use of this is when you would have a constemttiat should give a stronger heat than one eaindhe former
furnace. And the truth is that if your candles (s you may make them as big as you will) yoy imave as
strong a heat this way as by ashes in an ordinanate.

TO MAKE A CANDLE THAT SHALL LAST LONG

Take unslaked lime, powder it and mix it with ydailow, and so make you candle of that. Or else, ipay make
candles of castile soap which will serve for susbsuas these, viz., to burn in such a lamp furnace.
Note that it is the salt that is in the lime andsthat preserves the the tallow from burnig ouasbas otherwise it
would.

TO MAKE A LASTING AND DURABLE OIL

Take unslaked lime, bay salt, oil of olive, of eaclike quantity, and mix them well together anstilithem in
sand. Cohobate the oil upon the same quantityeshftime and salt, and this do four or five tinBgthis means
will the oil be clear and impregnated with what seds volatile in the lime and salt.

Now that saline impregnation is that which givedusableness to the oil.
Note that this oil while it is distilling is of amst fragrant smell. | have some of it which | dist seven times and



it is as pure, subtle, and odoriferous as many comdistilled oils and vegetables.
This oil, besides the durability of it, is also gloagainst any inveterate ache in the limbs.
A lamp made with this oil will continue burning sixes as long as a lamp made of other oil. Alsbuins very
sweet.
There must be a great deal of care used in maKiiigay else you will quickly break your glassédso, you must
take very strong lime, such as the dyers use, alhdauke.

PHILOSOPHICAL BELLOWS

There be here set down three figures of these kihdsstruments which belong to several uses.

A. Signifies that which blows a fire for the meljinf any metal or such like operation, and it blownest forcibly
with a terrible noise.
B. That which blows a candle to make the flamedbgvery strong for the melting of glasses and imigphem up.
C. That which anyone may hold in their hand to bigwthe fire strongly upon any occasion.

Now the manner of the using of them is this. Youstrirst heat them very hot. Then put the nosesetifgwhich
must have a very small hole in them, no bigger thaha pin's head may go in) into a vessel of ea@ter. They
will presently suck in the water, of which thendogfull, turn the noses thereof towards the candiégre which you
would have blown.

As for the figure C, it must have a mouth drawraupund and hanging out an inch from the face, whiokith (the
whole compass of the face being heated first) yastrdip in cold water, and it will suck in watertas noses of the
former did. This then you must hold close to the that it may be heated, and it will blow excegtliinas
otherwise it will not, viz., if it be cold.

If you put sweet water into such a vessel, you perfume a chamber exceedingly, for a little qugritiereof will

be a long time breathing forth.
Note that these kinds of vessels must be madepgfercand be exceedingly well closed so that they maae no
vent but by their noses.

AN EXCELLENT INVENTION TO MAKE A FIRE

Take three parts of the best Newcastle coals beatefi and one part of loam. Mix these well togethto a mass
with water. Make thereof balls which you must deyywwell.
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This fire is durable, sweet, not offensive by reasbthe smoke or cinder as other coal fires dris.beautiful in
shape and is not so costly as other fires. It basnsell in a chamber even as charcoal.
This fire may either serve for such distillatiorssraquire a strong and lasting heat or for ordinesgs either in the
kitchen or chambers.

A NEW INVENTION FOR BATHS

Seeing that by bathing and sweating most diseasesuged, especially such as proceed from windahdt
distempered humors or cold and congealed humocaulse all these are rarified and evaporated bgpiation in
sweating or bathing, | thought it a thing much aaeidg to man's health to set down such a way dfibgtand

sweating that might be very effectual and appragddo any particular disease or distemper.
| shall therefore here commend to you a way ofibgtby distillation, the manner of which you magds these
ensuing vessels.

|

|
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|

A. Signifies a hot still with two pipes going intwo wooden vessels. In this still you may put aitherbs, spices,
with water or with spirits, and distill them, by igh means they that are in the vessels will prégéetforced into a



sweat by virtue of the subtlety of the vapors. Almid indeed is as good and effectual a way for wgas any can
be invented. You may by this means appropriate yagredients to the nature of the diseases.
B. A vessel wherein a man sits in the bath. Now tieissel has in it a door for the easier goingitntwhich fashion
is far better and more convenient, than to be apdynat the top.
C. Allong vessel where a man that is weak, andhblat to sit up, lies and is bathed.

Now you must note that these vapors must not ltehibian the patient can bear. Also, if the vamones forth too
hot upon the body of the patient, he may by putéingpe upon the end of the pipe that comes irgoséissel, divert
the hot vapor from his body, and so it will notesftl him that way.

Note that the patient, as soon as he begins taibe must come forth or else he will suffer morejpdice than
good by his bathing. Also, to prevent him from faig let him take some cordial or cold beer whidh sevive him
and make him endure his bathing longer, as alse@rmak sweat the more.

As soon as the patient comes forth, let him go @ntearm bed and sweat as he is able to bear itadedsome
posses drink or broth or such like warm suppingslso some good cordial if he be very faint.
The patient may, according to his strength andlisisase, bathe more seldom or oftener.

AN ARTIFICIAL BATH MADE FROM THE SAME PRINCIPLES AS THE
NATURAL BATH IS

Before | set down the process of making an aréfibbt bath, | shall premise something concernirggttue nature
and origin of a hot bath. Now the clearest and hesbunt that | ever heard or read of the causieedifieat in baths
is that which is given by Monsieur de Rochas, drad in a demonstrative way. His words are these:
"As | was", says he, "with some of my companionsdexing in Savoy, | found in the valley of Lucetretween
the Alps a hot spring. | began to consider the eadshis heat, and whereas the vulgar opiniohas the heat of
fountains is from mountains fired within, | saw $ea to think the contrary because | saw snow upmo@ntain
from whence this hot spring came, unmelted, whimliat not have been possible, but would have bessoblied by
the hot fumes of the mountains had they been fidtkereupon, being unsatisfied, | with my companiang other
laborers (whom | could hardly persuade to undertalah a business by reason they were afraid tieatviiuld
thereupon break forth out of the ground and consushgot tools and set upon digging to find outttihe cause of
the heat of this fountain. After we had dug fiftekys (having before perceived the water to beehattd hotter by
degrees as we came nearer to the source) we cahedaginal of the heat where was a great elilitin three
hours more we dug beyond this place of ebullitiod perceived the water to be cold, yet in the seominued
stream with the other that was hot. Upon this ldmetp wonder much at the reason of these thingsn Tharried to
by lodging some of this hot water (which was bathish and acid) and evaporated it. Of forty ourlcgst further
purified and extracted thence three drams of pitreus hermetic salt, the other two ounces beisljnay
sulphurous substance. Yet with this | was not Batisbut with my laborers went again to the plaod dug twelve
days more. Then we came to a water which was bhsipiordinary fountain water, yet still in a contid stream
with the saltish and hot water. At this | wondenedch, whereupon | dug up some of the earth wheredkd and
saltish stream ran and carried it home with me,@rndf a hundred weight thereof | extracted a ggoahntity of
nitrous salt which was almost fluxile.

'When | extracted as much as | could, | laid theheaside, and in 24 hours it was all covered ovi#r salt which |
extracted, and out of a hundred weight of thishearhich | call virgin earth, | had four poundstbis kind of salt
which it contracted in the aforesaid 24 hours, smit would do constantly. Now this satisfied m@@erning one
doubt. For before | was unsatisfied how there ctyalé constant supply of that salt which made thatemsaltish,
seeing there was but a little distance betweeinipid water and the hot water, and the constaeam of water
washed away the salt which was in that little sp&ce | perceived that this kind of earth attrabis universal salt
of the world partly from the air in the cavitiestbg earth and partly from the vapors that conbtasss through

the earth. After this | took some of that earth wehile ebullition was and carried it home and pdoiteand |
perceived it to be a sulphur mine, into which thwerfer acid saltish water penetrating caused arditdmy as do salt

of tartar and spirit of vitriol being mixed togethand also water poured on unslaked lime. After thhegan to
question how it was that this sulphur mine wasaootsumed, seeing so much matter pass from it dailywhen |
began to understand how all things in the eartradgimilate to themselves whatsoever was of ary &iraffinity

to them, as as mines convert the tools of mindosthreir own substance in a little time, and suké éxperiments

of that nature, | was satisfied. And after all thisixderstood how this universal salt of the wanvtas to be had, and |
could at any time mix it with water, and pour thatter upon sulphur, and so make an artificial lathlas good as
any natural bath whatsoever. Note that no satiénvtorld but this nitrous salt will do it, as | eft tried. And this
salt is to be found in all hot baths, and to beared artificially. " Thus far Monsieur de Rochas.



Something like unto this Helmont seems to holdifosaying that there is a Primum Ens Salium or Rarialium
which are all seated in waters and vapors andtgee an acidity, but as yet have no saline tadiiethay meet
with such principles and be received into certaatrires in the earth which may make them put fthith potential
saltiness into act. According to this diversityptdices this water or vapor, being impregnated thitlse seeds of
salt, goes through arise the diversity of saltglam, sea salt, nitre, etc. Then upon this accthenearth, through
which the cold, acid, saltish water abovesaid hwuough, did specificate that potential salt whicisvboth in the
water and vapors into a nitrous salt (by which nseaas that kind of salt in that place). But whettés Prium Ens
Salium by so unspecificated or Quid Hermaphroditias he asserts, or no, it matters not much tourggse. It
suffices if that earth,through which that acid mits water runs, attracts and multiplies an acidug salt with
which the water, being impregnated and runningughoa sulphurous mine, causes an ebullition. Adl bieing
premised, | shall now endeavor to illustrate howremay in this be imitated, as that an artifitiat bath may be

made by such like principles, as the natural hti bansists of, being artificially prepared.

Now these principles are the sulphur mine and ¢ rEitrous salt. The former requires no furthexpgaration (as
says Monsieur de Rochas) if it be pure. The lagtés be prepared two manner of ways. Eithertit ise extracted,
as says the foresaid author, out of the waterseobtith by evaporating them away, or by condertbiagitrous air
(for indeed as many judicious philosophers arepifion, the air is wholly nitrous as it appearsthg condensation
of it in cold places into nitre) which his virgimeh did do into a salt which was acid and almhstle. Now when

| say that the nitrous salt is to be thus prepdrdd,not say that this is the full preparationrtitd, for indeed it is

yet further to be prepared, and that is by givirg greater acidity.
I question much whether or no the salt, being mexpafter the aforesaid ways, does retain thaitgaicich is
required for that ebullition | spoke of, and whitie nitrous water had before it came to the mingutghur. For
indeed, the aforesaid author when he affirmedhbatould at any time make an artificial hot baft, bt say he
used the salt prepared only after the two formerswaiz., by extracting it out of the waters of teth and making
it with his virgin earth which did attract and ce@mde the nitrousness of the air, but withall by imglt so acid that
it might cause an ebullition when it came to bagai with a sulphur mine.

Now then, how to give this nitre a sufficient atjds the great question. For the better effectihthis we must

consider whence that nitrous water (above mentipimeithe earth had the greatest part of its acidity

As to that, it must be remembered that the virgirirethrough which the acid nitrous water did mdid, condense

the nitrous air or vapors into a nitrous salt amithal!, it is to be considered that before thigaus air or vapor,

before it is condensed, even when it is near untmensation is acid, and part of it before condémsés mixed
with the water, and so renders it acid. Now thaiewsahave a great part of their acidity from thiel a@apors of acid
minerals both Henricus ab Heers and Jordan upoaraiiwaters affirm. That salts unbodied are fareramid than
when they have assumed a body is clearly manifiethiis, viz., that spirits of salts which | calltsaunbodied,
because they have lost their body, are becomeagdybecause unbodied. If so in spirits that hagetheir bodies,
why not after some proportion in those that haveyebassumed a body, as vapors of nitre, or réteoubeing near
to congelation, and bodying, and impregnant withitspof nitre.

Now, | say that nitrous vapors or nitrous air, lgegnsalt unbodied, are not so acid as spiritstod,fbecause they
are more phlegmatic and crude, which phlegm theg lyy being congealed into a salt. Yet for all,tthisy are far
more acid than the body of salt, and this is thaittv Helmont understands when he says that thénessalt, being

incorporificated, is far more active in giving tastnd odor than when it has received its body opinéng a
specificated salt. Furthermore, how nitre shalldmee sufficiently acid for the aforesaid operatisthie great matter
to be enquired into. We must therefore considechviaiay we may unbody nitre (seeing it is scarceipiesto get
it before it has received its body). That is dome ways, either by forcing of it into a most shapit, which is too
acid for our intention, or by digesting the wholdbstance of nitre into a liquor moderately acidichtindeed

serves for our purpose, and the process is this.

Take the purest nitre you can get. Dissolve itinwater, so as that the water imbibes as muchasfit can. Then
put this nitrous water into a common earthen vessglazed which you must set in a cellar. You sted this
vessel in a short time to be white all over ondhtside as with a hoarfrost. This whiteness islpéne flowers of
the nitre, being the purest part thereof, penetgatie vessel and partly the nitrous air condeirgecdhitre by the
coldness of the vessel, as also assimilated toitteethat penetrated the vessel. | said by théness of the vessel,
because such is the coldness of an earthen veksetiw is nitre, dissolved in water, that it widibg set in snow
by the fireside be freezed.

This nitre you must strike off with a feather andem you have a sufficient quantity thereof, asdtmefour pounds,
put this or the nitrous salt extracted from bothessinto a bolt head of glass (a pound in eachhead) that two
parts of three be empty. Nip it up, set it in aslaesl give it a reasonable strong fire, viz., thatupper part of the
bowl of the bolt head be as hot as that you canwill suffer your hand upon it, and you shall #es the nitre will



be dissolved every day a little, and in two or ¢hngonths time be wholly dissolved and become ditinot so acid

as the spirit thereof. Then put it into a glassrdamith a head and distill it off. In the bottomwyshall find an acid

nitrous salt almost fluxile, and not unlike thalt sehich Monsieur de Rochas found in the evapogatihhis water.
Then pour the distilled nitre water upon the saill, &nd then it is for your use.

The use of these principles or ingredients is this, to make fountain water sufficiently acid ihis nitrous
liquor. Then pour it upon a sufficient quantitytbé best sulphur mine or sulphur vivum in a larg@éen vessel
where the patient is to be bathed. You will seewbter presently heated so hot as the patientéstatbear.
The inward use of these bathwaters is by reastimeafitre in them, to dissolve gross humors, ogesiractions,
cleanse the kidneys and bladder and, by reasdrecfulphur, to dry, mollify, discuss, and glutinated to help all
uterine effects proceeding from cold and windy htsno

Note that they must be drunk warm and in a gooahtiyaor else they will do more hurt than good.

The outward use of this is for such ill effectsaas in the habit of of the body and out of the seas of palsies,
contractions, rheums, cold humors, effects of il and aches, for they resolve, discuss, cleanedify, etc.
Now for the manner of bathing | shall not prescriogthing, but leave this to the discretion of phwsician who is
to give orders and directions for all the circumsts about it. For indeed everyone is not to batien and how he
pleases, but must apply himself to an able physiaied submit himself to his judgment and experieacelse may

receive either prejudice or no benefit thereby.

AN ARTIFICIAL TUNBRIDGE AND EPSOM WATER

It is granted by all that tunbridge water procefedm an iron mine, but how it contracts that agidihd that ironish
and vitriolated taste and odor, seeing upon evaiporthereof, there remains little or no vitriol salt of iron at the
bottom, is the great question. Now for the solutibthis, we must consider how many ways a sultean mineral
or metal may communicate its acidity to waters tnad, says Henricus ab Heers, upon spew watatsel three
ways: one, when the water passing through the nuaeges along with it some of the dissoluble paftdhe mine,
to which is consonant the saying of Aristotle thath are waters, as is the nature of those mimesgh which they
pass, as also of Galen when he says that pure padeing through mineral mines carry with them sofrtbe
substance of the mines. The second way is wheveihers arising from fermented minerals and metasvaxed
with waters. Now that vapors retain the odor amstetaf those things from whence they are raiseidjatte in his
fourth book, Sublimium, affirms, and also Helmoritem he says that some parts of the iron minesghmin
fermentation turned into a vapor, retain the odat taste of the mine by virtue of the acid esusak and are not
presently reduced into a body, and also artifieggdors of the iron mines have more virtue,and adfiimean those
parts that are raised by a strong fire in a furrfem® the mine of iron)than iron itself when itrieelted. The third
way is when a great quantity of vapors arising ftbmaforesaid fermented mines is elevated antdgaldness of
the ambient earth is turned into an acid water Whas it passes through the earth, meets with spniegs of water
and, mixing with them, gives them a pleasant agidind this is the best of all acid waters, beitepc and very
pure.
This being premised, | shall now proceed to thegss of making artificial waters like to those afnbridge and
Epsom.

To make tunbridge water, take of the mine or oreasf. Beat it very small and put it into the fuceaexpressed on
page 90 and there will come forth an acid spirit Bowers which you must mix together until thedaspirit
extracts the salt out of the flowers. Then decéirthe clear liquor which will have a strong tasied smell of iron.
A few drops of this liquor put into a glassful ofuihtain water gives it the odor and taste of tuddwiwater and

communicates the same operations to it.
It opens all obstructions, purges by urine, cleaitise kidneys and bladder, helps the pissing aidlthe stopping
of the urine and difficulty of making water. Itayls all sharp humors, cures inward ulcers and itopuss, cleanses
and strengthens the stomach and liver, etc.

Note that fountain water being made moderately adtld this acid ironish liguor may be taken frompiat to six
pints but, by degrees and after the taking of ddarate exercise is to be used, and fasting tdbereed until all
the water be gone out of the body which will beéwven or eight hours.

Epsom water is made artificially thus. Take of thi@e of alum or alum stones. Powder it very smiadl distill it in
the furnace expressed on page 90 end there will diger a certain acid aluminish water which mhetmixed with
a double quantity of nitre water (the preparatidrereof is set down in the process of making thiécal hot bath).
Now you must know that Epsom water has a certaid ki acid taste which is partly aluminous and lganitrous
which proceeds from nitrous air and vapors arigéiom the fermentation of aluminous mines, beingtfinixed
together and then mixed with the fountains pasinmugh the earth.

If you put a few drops of this liquor into a gladshf fountain water it will give it the odor andste of Epsom



water, that you shall scarce discern them asurttardy that odor or operation.
This water is purgative and, indeed, purges eslheaihsharp burning humors, cools an inflamed] apens an
obstructed body, cleanses the kidneys and bladdess inward ulcers and impostumes, and is a vaoy g
preservative against the consumption, etc.
Fountain water made acid with this liquor may Hestafrom a pint to six or eight, but by degreed after it
moderate exercise must be used, and fasting betivater be out of the body. Only some thin warppgwgs may
be taken to help the working thereof. Some takewhiter warm.

TO MAKE ARTIFICIA L PRECIOUS STONES OF ALL SORTS OF
COLORS

Take crystalline white pebble stones that are wérige throughout and have no mixture of any ottorcwhich
you shall find in fountains and on the sands ofds@. Put them into a crucible and make them gigWot
(covering the crucible). Then cast them into colter, by which means they will crack and be easitiuced into a
powder. Take the powder thereof and put the likentjty of pure salt of tartar thereto, which saltshnot be made
in any metalling, but glass vessels, so that it tmaye no mixture of any other colon To this mixtyoe: may add
what color you please which must be of a mineral ovetalline nature. Then put them into a veryrgfrerucible
which must be but half full and then covered, dretd melt them in a strong fire until they becoike glass. Note
that when this mixture is in melting you must patin rod into it and take up some of it, anchiérte appears no
corns of gravel in it, it is enough. If otherwig®u must melt it longer. The especial minerals enadals that give
colons are these, viz., copper, iron, silver, galidmut, magnesia, and granite.

Common copper makes a sea green; copper made ioohpé grass green; granite, a smaragdine giesn;
yellow or a hyacinth color; silver, white yellowsegen, and granite color; gold, a fine sky colosmwiit common
blue; magnesia, an amethyst colon And if you wilkk twvo or three of these together, they will givber colors.

For copper and silver mixed together give an anstbglor; copper and iron, a pale green; wismutraadgnesia, a
purple color; silver and magnesia, diverse colities s an opal. If you would have this mass ndigdransparent,
but opaque, you may add the calx of tin to it wheésin melting. As if you would make lapis lazulhen to your

mixture colored with wismut add the calx of tindathis mixture when it is almost ready to congesiténto a mold
where some powder of gold has been scattered grilisomeans, it will become full of golden veirery like true
lapis lazuli which is very pleasant to behold. Yoay by these foresaid preparations cast what forfigures you
please, of what color you please.
The metals and minerals for the making of colomghttio be thus prepared as follows.

Plates of copper must be made red hot and therchadnn cold water, of which then take five or girins, and
mix them with an ounce of the aforesaid mixtured arelt them all together and they will color it ggraen.
Iron must be made into a crocus in a reverberdigyand then eight or ten grains thereof willggnthe mixture
into a yellow or hyacinth colon
Silver is to be dissolved in aqua fortis and pri¢atpd with oil of flints, then dulcified with wateand afterward
dried. Of this five or six grains give a mingledao
Gold must be dissolved in aqua regis, precipitatitd the liquor of flints, and then sweetened anédl Five or six
grains thereof give the finest sapphire color t@mance of the mixture.

If gold be melted with regulus martis nitrosusgfior six grains thereof give to an ounce of thissramost
incomparable rubine colon

Magnesia may be powdered only, and then ten ovengilains thereof make an amethyst color.

Wismut must be dissolved in aqua regis and prextgait with liquor of flints, and then sweetened dridd. Of this

four or five grains turn an ounce of the mass atapphire color, but not so natural as gold does.

Granite may be powder only, and then ten or fiftgegins thereof tinge an ounce of the mass inineagreen color

not unlike to the natural smaragdine.

TO PROVE WHAT KIND OF METAL THERE IS IN ANY ORE
ALTHOUGH YOU HAVE BUT A VERY FEW GRAINS THEREOF SO A S
THAT YOU CANNOT MAKE PROOF THEREOF THE ORDINARY WAY

WITH LEAD
Take two or four grains (if you have no greaterrgitig) of any ore that you have, and put it to laifounce of

Venice glass. Melt them together in a crucible ¢heible being covered) and according to the tirecthat the
glass receives from the ore, so may you judge Wihdtof metal there is in the ore. For if it beapper ore, then



the glass will be tinged with a sea-green colon
If copper and iron, a grass-green.
If iron, a dark yellow.
If tin, a pale yellow.
If silver, a whitish yellow.
If gold, a fine sky colon
If gold and silver together, a smaragdine colon
If gold, silver, copper, and iron together, an amgst colon

A PRETTY OBSERVATION UPON THE MELTING OF COPPER ANON TOGETHER

First, make two bullets of red copper of the sanagmitude. Make also two bullets of the puresttithie same
mold as the others were made. Weigh all four baibetd observe the weight well. Then melt the coppéets first.
Upon their being melted, put the two tin bulletsl anelt them together, but have a care that thiitive not away.
Then cast this molten mixture in the same moldsedisre, and it will scarce make three bullets,ymitthey weigh

as heavy as the four did before they were meltgéther.
| suppose the copper condenses the body of thehiith before was very porous, and which condensatither
adds than diminishes the weight thereof.

A REMARKAB LE OBSERVATION UPON THE MELTING OF SALT
ARMONIAC AND CALX VIVE TOGETHER

Take salt armoniac and calx vive, of each a likergjity, and mix and melt them together. Note tladit of itself
will not melt in less than eight hours with theostgest fire that can be made, but being mixed thithsalt melts in
half an hour and less like a metal with an inddéferfire.

This mixture being thus melted becomes a hard stmurteof which you may strike fire as out of a flimhich, if you

dissolve again in water, you shall have the sattosaiac in the same quantity as before, but fixed.
Note that hard things have their congelation frafh @ moniac, as horns, bones, and such likejtft fixed salt
can be extracted from them, only volatile and aria@n
An ounce of any of these volatile salts (as of Bplrones, amber, and such like) reduced into ahligcior by
distillation, condenses and endures a pound ofrodster.

AN EASY AND CHEAP POWDER LIKE UNTO AURUM FULMINANS

Take of salt of tartar one part, salt petre thragsp sulphur a third part, and grind these wejetber and dry them.
A few grains of this powder being fired will give great a clap as a musket when it is discharged.

TO MAKE THE ANTIMONIAL CUP AND TO CAST DIVERSE FIGU RES
OF ANTIMONY

Take the best crude antimony, very well powdered,rétre - of each a pound - and of crude tartaely
powdered, two pounds. Mix them well together antitbem into a crucible. Cover the crucible and rtie#m. The
regulus will fall to the bottom and be like a mdltaetal. Then pour it forth into a brass mortaingdirst smeared

over with oil.

Or, take two parts of powdered antimony and foutspaf powder of crude tartar. Melt these as afaitks
This regulus you may (when you have enough of @)t mgain and cast it into what maids you pleasri May
either make cups or what pictures you please, &mdhat figures you please. You may cast it intarferof shillings
or half crowns, either of which if you put into twao three ounces of wine in an earthen glazed {;essglass, and
infuse in a moderate heat all night, you may haligumr in the morning which will induce vomit. Thimse is from
two drams to two ounces and a half.

Note that in the wine you may put a little cinnantorcorrect and give a more grateful relish to it.

It is the custom to fill the antimonial cup withivé and to put as much wine round about betweeratiththe little
earthen cup where it stands, and so infuse itigiitnand then drink up all that wine. But | feaat so much wine
will be too much as being three or four ounces,méie we seldom exceed the quantity of two ouncéiseof
infusion of antimony.

These cups or pictures will last forever and beftectual after a thousand times infusion as at.fiknd if they be
broken at any time (as easily they may, being &ebas glass) they may be cast again into wham$oyou please.



Note that he that casts them must be skillful irkimg his spawde, as also in scouring of them ankimgahem
bright afterwards, for if they be carefully handkeey will look even as bright as silver.

John French - The Art of Distillation - Book
VI

BOOK VI

THE SPAGYRICAL ANATOMY OF GOLD AND SILVER TOGETHER
WITH THE CURIOSITIES THEREIN AND CHIEFEST PREPARATIO NS
THEREOF

| shall first endeavor to show whence gold haaitgin, and what the matter thereof is, as natsagg
Sendivogius) is in the will of God, and God created. So nature made for herself a seed, with fieirvthe
elements. Now she indeed is one, yet she bringjs ftverse things, but she operates nothing witcsperm.
Whatsoever the sperm will, nature operates, foishs it were the instrument of any artificerse Bperm therefore
of everything is better and more profitable thatureherself. For you shall from nature do as mwithout a
sperm as a goldsmith without fire or a husbandmigimowt grain or feed. Now the sperm of anythintghis elixir,
the balsam of sulphur, and the same as humiduroatadis in metals. But to proceed to what concetngurpose.
Four elements generate a sperm, by the will of @ad,the imagination of nature. For, as the spdranman has its
canter or the vessel of its seed in the kidneyshedour elements by their indefinite motion (gvene according to
its quality) cast forth a sperm into the centethef earth where it is digested and by motion i$ abroad. Now the
center of the earth is a certain empty place whetking can rest. The four elements send fortir tpadlities into
the circumference of the canter. As a male semdls fas seed into the womb of the female whicheratthas
received a due portion, casts out the rest, sappéns in the center of the earth that the magpetier of a part of
any place attracts something and the rest is o&st ihto stones and other excrements. For songetias its origin
from this fountain, and there is nothing in the ldg@roduced but by this fountain. As for exampk, i gpon an even
table a vessel of water which may be placed imitdzlle thereof, and round about it set diverseghimnd diverse
colors, also salt, etc., everything by itself. Tipaur the water into the middle, and you shall thea water to run
every way, and when any stream touches the red,dolall be made red by it. If the water toucttee salt, it will
contract the taste of salt from it, and so of t&t.rNow the water does not change the placesheuiversity of
places changes the water. In like manner, the @esperm, being cast forth by the four elementmftbe canter of
the earth unto the superficies thereof, passesighroarious places, and according to the natutkeoplace is
anything produced. If it come to a pure place ofreand water, a pure thing is made.
The seed and sperm of all things is but one, ahit generates diverse things, as it appears bfotimeer example.
The sperm while it is in the center is indifferémiall forms, but when it is come into any deteratéplace, it
changes no more its form. The sperm while it ihancenter can as easily produce a tree as a rmaethin herb as a
stone, and one more precious than another accamlitg purity of the place. Now this sperm is proed of
elements thus. These four are never quiet buteasan of their contrariety, mutually act one upoother, and
every one of itself sends forth its own subtletyd éhey agree in the canter. Now in this canténésArchaeus, the
servant of nature which, mixing those sperms tagettends them abroad and by distillation sublithem by the
heat of a continual motion unto the superficiethefearth. For the earth is porous, and the vagowifd, as the
philosophers call it) is by distilling through theres of the earth resolved into water, of whidhhéahgs are
produced. Let therefore as | said before, all sdrsrt, know that the sperm of metals is not diffiet from the
sperm of all things, being a humid vapor. Thereforerain do artists endeavor the reduction of iséteo their
first matter which is only a vapor. Now, says Beth@revisan, when philosophers speak of a firstendhey did
not mean this vapor, but the second matter whiemisnctuous water which to us is the first, beeaus never find
the former. Now the specification of this vapoioiistinct metals is thus. This vapor passes idigiSllation
through the earth, through places either cold orlhthrough hot and pure, where the fatness tdtaur sticks to



the sides thereof, then that vapor (which philogopltall the mercury of philosophers) mixes, amasjdself unto
that fatness which afterwards it sublimes withlftSEhen it becomes, leaving the name of a vapomrectuosity,
which afterwards coming by sublimation into oth&ages (which the antecedent vapor did purge) wtherearth is
subtle, pure, and humid, fills the pores thereaf srjoined to it, and so it becomes gold. Wheis ftot and
something impure, it becomes silver. But if thahéss comes to impure places which are cold hiaide lead. If
that place be pure and mixed with sulphur, it beesopper. For by how much the more pure and whaerplace
is, so much the more excellent does it make thalsiet
Now this first matter of metals is a humid, viscomsombustible, subtle substance, incorporatel it earth
subtlety, being equally and strongly mixed per miaiin the caverns of the earth. But, as in mamgthithere is a
twofold unctuosity (whereof one is, as it wereeintal, retained in the canter of the thing leshituld be destroyed
by fire which cannot be without the destructiortted substance itself wherein it is; the other ésit avere, external,
feculent, and combustible). So in all metals exged, there is a twofold unctuosity. One is exérsulphurous,
and inflammable which is joined to it by accidentaloes not belong to the total union with theestnial parts of
the thing. The other is internal, very subtle, armmbustible, because it is of the substantialmasition of argent
vive and, therefore, cannot be destroyed by finkess with the destruction of the whole substantence it
appears what the cause is that metals are moes®durable in the fire. For those which abound thiat internal
unctuosity are less consumed, as it appears iersiivd, especially, in gold. Hence, Rosarius dagphilosophers
could never by any means find out anything thatdceadure the fire, but that unctuous humidity onhjich is
perfect and incombustible. Geber also assertsattme svhen he says that imperfect bodies have supesl
humidities and sulphureity generating a combustitdekness in them, and corrupting them. They les®@ an
impure, feculent, and combustible terrestriety sasg as that it hinders ingression and fusion.aBurfect metal as
gold, has neither this sulphurous nonterrestriglurity, | mean, when it is fully maturated and radltFor while it
is in concoction it has both joined to it, as yoaynsee in the golden ore, but then they do notradbet so, but
that it may be purified from them which other mste&nnot, but are both destroyed together if ytangit to
separate the one from the other. Besides golddkitsls of these corruptible principles mixed wittthat the
inward sulphur or metalline spirit does sometimed & some places overcome them of itself, as wesna in the
gold which is found very pure sometimes in the sfigies of the earth and in the sea sands, andaigyrtimes as
pure as any refined gold.
Now, this gold which is found in sands and riversiot generated there, as says Gregorius Agrindigithird
book, De Re Metallica, but is washed down fromrti@intains with fountains that run from thence.
There is also a flaming gold found (as Paracelays)dn the tops of mountains which is indeed sapdrof itself
from all impurities and is as pure as any refineltlgvhatsoever. So that you see, that gold, althaulgad an
extrinsical sulphur and earth mixed with it, yeisisometimes separated from it of itself, viz. that fiery spirit that
is in it. Now this pure gold (as says Sendivogieure would have perfected into an elixir, but Waslered by the
crude air, which crude air is indeed nothing efsmntthat extrinsical sulphur which it meets witll é&joined to in
the earth, and which fills with its violence ther@® thereof, and hinders the activity thereof. Thihat prison
which the sulphur (as says the aforesaid authdoglsed up in so that it cannot act upon its badl., mercury and
concoct it into the seed of gold, as otherwisedtild do. This is that dark body (as says Penohs)i$ interposed
between the philosophical sun and moon and kedpeoinfluences of the one from the other. Nowarify skillful
philosopher could wittily separate this adventitiagmnpurity from gold while it is yet living, he widiset sulphur at
liberty, and for this his service he should beijeat with three kingdoms, viz., vegetable, aninaald mineral. |
mean he could remove that great obstruction whietiérs gold from being digested into the elixirr Fas says
Sendivogius, the elixir or tincture of philosopha&rfiothing else but gold digested into the higllegfree. For the
gold of the vulgar is as an herb without seed when living gold (for common gold never can by mathat the
spirits are bound up and, indeed, as good as dehdat possibly to be reduced to that activity wahg required for
the producing of the sperm of gold) is ripenedvtg a seed which multiplies even ad infinitum. Nibn reason of
this barrenness of gold that it produces not a,dedbe aforesaid crude air, viz., impurities. Yfoay see this
illustrated by this example.
We see that orange trees in Polonia do grow likerdrees, also in Italy and elsewhere, where tiagive soil is,
and yield fruit, because they have sufficient hBat.in these colder countries they are barrenrever yield any
fruit, because they are oppressed with cold. #mgttime nature be wittily and sweetly helped, thercan perfect
what nature could not. After the same manneriit imetals, for gold would yield fruit and seed ihieh it might
multiply itself, if it were helped by the industof the skillful artist who knows how to promote ugg and to
separate these sulphurous and earthly impurities ffold. For there is a sufficient heat in livingldywhich if it
were stirred up by extrinsical heat, to digeshibia seed. By extrinsical heat | do not mean #a bf the celestial
sun, but that heat which is in the earth and sfirthe seed, the living spirit that is in all sutd@ean sperms to



multiply and, indeed, makes gold become gold.

Now this is a heat of putrefaction occasioned hg apirits in the earth fermenting, as you maylsgéhis example
related by Albertus Magnus, but to which the reasan given by Sendivogius. There was, says thedbeuthor,
certain grains of gold found between the teeth@éad man in the grave, wherefore he conceivee thas a power
in the body of man to make and fix gold. But thasan is far otherwise, as says the latter autheisays argent

vive was by some physician conveyed into the bddiie man when he was alive, either by unctiobyturbith,
or some such as was the custom. It is the natumeeotury to ascend to the mouth of the patientthr@igh the
excoriation of the mouth to be avoided with theegfnh. Now, then, if in such a cure the sick man dileat mercury
not having passage out remained between the tedtle imouth. That carcass became the natural vefssedrcury,
and so for a long time being shut up, was congdajets proper sulphur into gold by the naturalthafa
putrefaction, being purified by the corrosive pegf the carcass, but if the mineral mercury hadbeen brought
in thither, gold had never been produced theres IBh& most true example that as mercury is byptbper sulphur
that is in itself, being stirred up and helped hyeatrinsical heat, coagulated into gold, unlegeihindered by any
accident, or have not a requisite extrinsical heaf convenient place, so also nature does ibdhels of earth
produce of mercury only gold and silver, and otinetals according to the disposition of the placs matrix,
which assertion is further cleared by the ruleasfuction. For if it be true that all things congigthat which they
may be reduced into, then gold consists of merduggause (as most grant, Paracelsus affirms, ang atdhis day
profess they can do) it may be reduced into it.
There is a way by which the tincture of gold whishhe soul thereof, and fixes it, may be so febyracted that the
remaining substance will be sublimed like arsenit may be as easily reduced into mercury as sutdinfaso, and
if all mercury may be reduced into a transparertewas it may (according to the process set daniee, and as |
know how another better and easier way to turnumgaf mercury of itself into a clear water in haif hour, which
is one of the greatest secrets | know or care tavkbogether with what may be produced thence,siadl crave
leave to be silent in) may not that water in soemss, if it be well rectified, be called a kindliging gold out of
which you may perhaps make a medicine and a memstounfit for the vulgar to know.
It appears now from what is premised that the imatednatter of gold is probably mercury, and notaie salts
and | know not what as many dream of, and thaextensical heat is from within the earth and riw heat of the
sun, as some imagine (because in the hottest dcesitttiere is all or almost all gold generated) \vftbey
considered that in cold countries also are andy 8sotland were gold mines in King James' timeyhldde of
another mind than to think that the celestial soma penetrate so as to heat the earth so deepstgnid lies.
I now having in some measure discovered what thiméical and extrinsical heat and the matter dfigs, | shall
next endeavor to explain what those three prinsipke, viz., salt, sulphur, and mercury, of whigieat vive and
gold consist. Know therefore that after nature remived from the most High God the privilege dflaings upon
the monarchy of this world, she began to distrilpléEes and provinces to every thing accordingstdignity, and
in the first place did constitute the four elementbe the princes of the world and, that the ofithe Most High (in
whose will nature in placed) might be fulfilled dained that they should act upon one another ino#lgs The fire
therefore began to act upon the air and produdgthisu The air also began to act upon the watermpmoduced
mercury. The water also began to act upon the eadiproduced salt. Now the earth not having wheteact
produced nothing, but became the subject of whatpwaduced. So then there were produced threeijplescbut
our ancient philosophers, not so strictly consiatgthe matter, described only two acts of the efemand so
named but two principles, viz., sulphur and merconelse they were willing to be silent in theathspeaking only
to the sons of art.
The sulphur, therefore, of philosophers (which edies the sulphur of metals and of all things)ds as many
think, that common combustible sulphur which isdsal shops, but is another thing far differing frémat, and is
combustible, not burning nor heating, but presenand restoring all things which it is in. It isstbalidum innatum
of everything, the fire of nature, the createdtgind of the nature of the sun, and is calledstive Thus
whatsoever in anything is fiery and airy is sulpmet that anything is wholly sulphurous, but wimeit is most thin
and subtle, having the essence of the naturahficethe nature of the created light which indeatas sulphur
which wise philosophers have in all ages with go#igence endeavored to extract, and with its prapercury to
fix, and so to perfect the great magistery of ratdtow of all things in the world there is nothitingit has more of
this sulphur in it than gold and silver, but espéigigold, insomuch that oftentimes it is calledpswr because
sulphur is the most predominant and excellent fpladn it, and being in it more than in all thingssides.
Mercury is not here taken for common argent viug,ibis the humidum radicals of everything, thatgpaqueous,
unctuous, and viscous humidity of the matter. tifithe nature of the moon and it is called the mand for this
reason, viz., because it is humid, as also bedtisseapable of receiving the influence and lighthe sun, viz.,
sulphur. Salt is that fixed permanent earth whecthe center of everything that is incorruptible analterable, and



it is the supporter and nurse of the humidum radiedth which it is strongly mixed. Now this sal$in it a seed,

viz., its galidum innatum which is sulphur andtitemidum radicale, which is mercury, and yet théseea are not
distinct or to be separated, but are one homogething, having upon a different account diverse esnfror in
respect of its heat and fiery substance, it iedadulphur. In respect of its humidity it is calleércury, and in

respect of its terrestrial siccity it is calledtsall which are in gold perfectly united, depurdhtand fixed.
Gold therefore is the most noble and solid of atais, of a yellow colon, compacted of principlégedted to the
utmost height and, therefore fixed.
Silver is in the next place of dignity to gold adiffers from it in digestion chiefly. | said chigflbecause there is
some small impurity besides adhering to silver.

Now, having given some small account of the oripmatter first, and second of the manner of thewjincof gold, |

shall in the next place set down some curiositiesetin and preparation thereof. The preparatiomslaiefly three,

viz., aurum potabile which is the mixtion theredfiwother liquors; oil of gold which is gold liquisly itself without

the mixture of any other liquor; and the tinctureieh is the extraction of the color thereof.

DR. ANTHONY'S FAMOUS AURUM POTABILE AND OIL OF GOLD

Dissolve pure fine gold in aqua regis accordingrtqthe aqua regis being made of a pound of agytis find four
ounces of salt armoniac distilled together by tdatosand) which clear solution put into a largasgl of a wide neck
and upon it pour drop by drop oil of tartar made gdiquium, until the aqua aegis which before walkow
becomes clear and white, for that is a sign tHatadk of gold is settled to the bottom. Then tettand all night, and
in the morning pour off the clear liquor, and wasé calx four or five times with common spring watseing
warmed, and dry it with a most gentle heat.
Note, and that well, that if the heat be too grereg,calx takes fire presently like gun powder #ied away to your
danger and loss. Therefore, it is best to dry thaasun, or on a stone, stirring it diligently lw& wooden spatule. To
this calx add half a part of the powder of sulpiMix them together, and in an open crucible letgbhur burn
away in the fire, putting a gentle fire to it agtfirst, and in the end a most strong fire forghace of an hour so that
the calx may in some manner be reverberated arahi®emost subtle, which keep in a vial close stogpegour
use.
Then make a spirit of urine after this manner. Tdeeurine of a healthy man drinking wine modesatBut it into
a gourd which you must stop close, and set in hdusg for the space of forty days. Then distibhytalembic in
sand into a large receiver until all the humidigydistilled off. Rectify this spirit by cohobatidhree times so that
the spirit only may rise. Then distill it in sang & glass with a long neck having a large receaverexed and closed
very well to it, and the spirit will be elevatedadrthe top of the vessel like crystal without agueous humidity
accompanying of it. Let this distillation be contéd until all the spirits be risen. These crystalst be dissolved in
distilled rain water and be distilled as beforeisTiust be done six times and every time you nalks fresh rain
water distilled. Then put these crystals into aglaolt head, close hermetically, and set in thdaraie heat of a
balneum for the space of fifteen days so that thay be reduced into a most clear liquor. To tlijedr add an
equal weight of spirit of wine, very well rectifiednd let them be digested in balneum the spateed¥e days, in
which time they will be united.

Then take the calx of gold above said, and pounupaof these united spirits as much as will caem three
fingers breadth. Digest them in a gentle heat timilliquor be tinged as red as blood. Decantrefftincture and
put on more of the aforesaid spirits and do asrbaiatil all the tincture be extracted. Then putla tincted spirits
together and digest them ten or twelve days, aftéch time abstract the spirit with a gentle heat achobate it

once. And then the calx will remain in the bottakelan oil as red as blood and of a pleasant adat which will
be dissolved in any liquor. Wherefore this oil negythe succedaneum of true gold. If you distill $hene solution
by retort in sand there will come over after thetfpart of the menstruum the tincture with thecotbart thereof, as
red as blood, the earth which is left in the bottithe vessel being black, dry, spongy, and lihe menstruum
must be vapored away and the oil of gold will remray itself, which must be kept as a great treashine this is
Dr. Anthony's Aurum Potabile.
Four or eight grains of this oil taken in what mansoever wonderfully refreshes the spirits, andke/geveral
ways, especially by sweat.

THE TRUE OIL OF GOLD

Take an ounce of leaf gold and dissolve it in founces of the rectified water of mercury. Digestnthin horse
dung the space of two months. Then evaporate theuni@ water, and at the bottom you shall havetthe oil of
gold which is radically dissolved.



A TINCTURE OF GOLD

Dissolve pure gold in aqua regis. Precipitate thuie oil of sand into a yellow powder which youshdulcify
with warm water, and then dry it (this will not fied as aurum fulminans). This powder is twicéhaavy as the
gold that was put in, the cause of which is thedfahe flints precipitating itself with the gol&ut this yellow
powder into a crucible and make it glow a littladat will be turned into the highest and fairestgde that ever you
saw, but if it stands longer it will be brown. Theour upon it the strongest spirit of salt (fowitl dissolve it better
than any aqua regis) on which dissolution pourhenttest rectified spirit of wine, and digest thegether. By a
long digestion some part of the gold will fall teetbottom like a white snow and may with boraxtatarand salt
nitre be melted into a white metal as heavy as gotti afterwards with antimony, may recover itdogelcolor
again. Then evaporate the spirit of salt and ofwand the gold tincture remains at the bottomisuad great virtue.

ANOTHER TINCTURE OF GOLD

Take of the aforesaid yellow calx of gold precifgthwith oil of sand, one part, and three or foantg of the liquor
of sand or of crystals. Mix them well together goud them into a crucible in a gentle heat at figstthat the
moisture of the oil may vapor away (which it witttdo easily because of the dryness of the sandnwhiains the
moisture thereof, so that it flies away like molsdnm or borax). When no more will vapor away, @ase your fire
until the crucible be red hot and the mixture cedmébling. Then put it into a wind furnace anderav so that no
ashes fall into it. Make a strong fire about it floe space of an hour, and the mixture will begdrimto a
transparent ruby. Then take it out, beat it, artdaek the tincture with spirit of wine which wilelzome like thin
blood, and that which remains undissolved may bkeghénto a white metal as the former.

ANOTHER TINCTURE OF GOLD

Hang plates of gold over the fume of argent vivel they will become white, friable, and fluxile wax. This is
called the magnesia of gold, as says Paracelstiading out of which (says he) philosophers asmbse Aquinas
and Rupescissa with their followers took a greal dépains, but in vain, and it is a memorablerseand indeed

very singular for melting of metals that are natiyafluxible. Now, then, gold being thus prepasedd melted

together with the mercury, is become a brittle tase which must be powdered and out of it a tiectoay be
drawn for the transmuting of metals.

ANOTHER TINCTURE

Take half an ounce of pure gold and dissolve é&qna regis. Precipitate it with oil of flints, difjcthe calx with
warm water and dry it, and so it is prepared farrywork. Then take regulus martis powdered anditwith three
parts of salt nitre, both which put into a crucibled make them glow gently at first. Then giverargy melting fire

and then this mixture will become to be of a puiq@éon, which then take out and beat to powder. tadithree

parts of this one part of the calx of gold prepaasdefore. Put them into a wind furnace in a sframicible, and

make them melt as a metal. So will the nitrum aatirmtum in the melting take the calx of gold t@itand
dissolve it, and the mixture will come to be ofamethyst colon Let this stand flowing in the firgilthe whole
mass be as transparent as a rubine which you may tiaking a little out and cooling of it. If thmixture does not
flow well, cast in some more salt nitre. When itiampletely done, cast it forth being flowing irstdorazen mortar
and it will be like an oriental rubine. Then powdaldbefore it be cold. Then put it into a vial awith the spirit of
wine extract the tincture.
This is one of the best preparations of gold ancha$t excellent use in medicine.

ANOTHER TINCTURE

First make a furnace fit for the purpose which nhestlosed at the top and have a pipe to whicleipiemt with a
flat bottom must be fitted. When this furnace iggfitted, put in three or four grains, not aboverece, of aurum
fulminans which, as soon as the furnace is hats #fiway into the recipient through the pipe likigple colored
fume and is turned into a purple colored powdeerTput in three or four grains more and do as kaiotil you
have enough flowers of gold (that which fly not gvmut remain at the bottom, may with borax be nakitéo good
gold). Then take them out and pour upon them iedtgpirit of wine tartarizated, and digest thenaghes until the
spirit be colored blood red which you must themparate and at the bottom will be a blood red tiretf no small
virtue.



AURUM FULMINANS

Take the purest gold you can get and pour on itfioes as much aqua regia. Stop your glass wjithper, and set
it in warm ashes. So will the aqua regia in an faruwo take up the gold and become a yellow wiitérbe strong
enough. (Be sure that your gold has no copper forithen your labor will be lost, because thepepwill be
precipitated with the gold and hinder the firingithof). Then pour on this yellow water drop by dpope oil of
tartar made per deliquium, so will the gold be jpitated into a dark yellow powder and the wateclsar. Note
that you pour not on more oil of tartar than idfisignt for the precipitation, otherwise it willgiolve part of the
precipitated gold to your prejudice. Pour off theae liquor by inclination, and dulcify the calxtWwidistilled rain
water warmed. Then set this calx in the sun or saaren place to dry, take great heed and espedialthat you set
it not in a place too hot, for it will presenthykefire and fly away like thunder and not withouégt danger to the
standers by, if the quantity be great. This isabmon way to make aurum fulminaris, and has cenahie
difficulties in the preparation. But the best waya precipitate gold dissolved in aqua regis leyspirit of salt
armoniac or of urine, for by this way the gold iade purer than by the other and gives a far greaaek and
sound. Note that the salt of the spirits whichriscipitated with the gold must be washed away aedybld
dulcified as before.
A few grains of this being fired give a crack awodiisd as great as a musket when it is dischargeavainolow up
anything more forcibly far than gunpowder, anditipowder that will quickly and easily be fired.
This is of use for physick as it is in powder, bapecially it is used in making the foregoing timet

TO MAKE GOLD GROW IN A GLASS LIKE A TREE WHICH IS
CALLED THE GOLDEN TREE OF THE PHILOSOPHERS

Take oil of sand, as much as you please, and pmu it the same quantity of oil of tartar per deiign. Shake
them well together so that they be incorporatedtm@ me as one liquor of a thin consistency. Themour
menstruum or liquor prepared. Then dissolve golalgna regia, and evaporate the menstruum and eligatlk in
the fire, but make it not too hot, for it will tredry lose its growing quality. Then take it out dmdak it into little
bits, not into powder. Put those bits into the esaiid liquor (that they may lay a finger's bredtithone from the
other) in a very clear glass. Keep the liquor fritia air, and you shall see that those bits of &te will presently
begin to grow. First they will swell. Then they Iyplut forth one or two stems, and then diverse tras and twigs

so exactly as that you cannot choose but excegdiagionder. This growing is real and not imaginanyy. Note
that the glass must stand still and not be moved.

ANOTHER WAY

Calcine fine gold in aqua regia so that it becomealx, which put into a gourd glass, and pour upgood and
fresh aqua regia and the water of gradation, dathieg cover the calx four finger's breadth. Thisngtruum
abstract in the third degree of fire until no mai# ascend. This distilled water pour on it agaimd abstract it as
before, and this do so often until you see the ggsklin the glass and grow in the form of a traeifig many
boughs and leaves.

TO MAKE GOLD GROW AND BE INCREASED IN THE EARTH

Take leaves of gold and bury them in the earth wlooks towards the east. Let it often be soilethwian's urine
and dove's dung, and you shall see that in a §hwetthey will be increased.
The reason of this growth, | conceive, may be thld'g attracting that universal vapor and spermabanes from
the canter through the earth (as has been spokbae itinatomy of Gold) and by the heat of putrefacif the dung
putrifying and assimilating it to itself.

A REMARKABLE OBSERVATION UPON A GOLDEN MARCASITE

There is found a certain stone in Bononia, whiameeall a golden marcasite, some a salary magmgs;giceives
light from the sun in the daytime and gives it lfoirt the dark.

About this there has been much reasoning amongsaiihers, as whether light be really a body, orkamy of
substance, or an accident only, and whether thigegtad any gold in it or no, and what it did cenef. He that
first discovered it thought that he had found agtthat would transmute metals into gold (by whitckppears that
there seemed to be something of gold in it or shingtmore glorious than gold). But his hopes weunstfated by a
fruitless labor, notwithstanding which | conceitette might be some immature or crude gold in itcfoide gold is

a subject (being there is some life in it) thatiast fit to receive the influences of the sun adicay to the



unanimous consent of all philosophers and, theeeferby them not only called salary, but sol,sha itself.

It is prepared for the receiving of light thusislttalcined two ways. First it is brought into aghsubtle powder
with a very strong fire in a crucible. Secondlyingethus brought into a powder, it is made up ta&es as big as a
dollar or a piece-of-eight, either with common watkne or with the white of an egg. Put those sdl&ing dried

by themselves into a wind furnace S S S with caatscalcine them in a most strong fire for the spafdour or
five hours. When the furnace is cold, take them and if they be not sufficiently calcined the ffitisne (which is

known by their giving but little light) then reitgte the calcination after the same manner as hefdvieh is
sometimes to be done thrice. That is the best wikioimde with the choicest stones that are claame, pnd
diaphanous, and gives the best light. With this¢pgiowdered, you may make the forms of diverse alsinof what
shapes you please, which you must keep in boxeshay will, receiving light from the sun in theydiane, give
light in the night or in a dark place which lighilwanish by degrees.

THE VIRTUES OF THE AFORESAID PREPARATIONS OF GOLD

With the aforesaid preparations, the ancients diconly preserve the health and strength of thedlids, but also
prolong their lives to a very old age, and not tvay, but cured thoroughly the epilepsy, apopletgphantiasis,
leprosy, melancholy, madness, the quartain, the¢ goopsy, plurisy, all manner of fevers, the jaigedlucs
venerea, the wolfe, cancer, nolli nes angere, asthonsumption, the stone, stopping of the urimeard
impostumes, and such like diseases which most wmyuat incurable. For there is such a potent finegl in
prepared gold which does not only consume deadtydns, but also renews the very marrow of the bozed,

raises up the whole body of man being half dead.
They that use any of these preparations for arnlgeforegoing diseases must take themselves tohibdifor the
space of two or three hours and expect sweatiegsae for, indeed, it will send forth sweat plantyf and with
ease, and leave no impurity or superfluity in tHelg body. Note that they must take it fourteensdagether in
appropriate liquors.

Let young men that expect long life take any ofdf@resaid preparations once in a month, and imthining, but
they must abstain from neat and drink until then@vg of the same day, for in that time that matidirbe digested
into the radical humor, whereby the strength oftibdy is wonderfully increased, beauty does fldurist

wonderfully, and continues until extreme old age.

Let old men take it twice in a month, for by thisams will their old age be fresh until the appairtiene of death.
Let young women and maids take it once in a moftér their menstrua, for by this means they wikdresh and
beautiful.

Let women that are in travail take it, and it viillp and strengthen them to bring forth without mpain,
notwithstanding many difficulties.

Let it be given to women that have passed the yafateir menstrua once or twice a month, and litpveserve
them very fresh, and many times cause their mesm$troeturn and make them capable again of beahitdren.
It cures the plague and expells the matter of buranle by sweat most potently.

When | say that this, or it will do thus or thusnéan any one of the forementioned preparatiogs, aiirum
potabile, oils or tincture of gold.

THE PREPARATIONS OF SILVER IN GENERA L

All the several preparations of gold may, except tf aurum fulminans, be applied to silver, of efhbeing thus
prepared the virtues are inferior to those of ggéd,come nearer to them than those of any othééemahatsoever,
or howsoever prepared.

Note that silver has some peculiar preparationghvheither gold nor any other metals are capable of

A GREEN TINCTURE OF SILVER

Take fine silver and dissolve it in twice so muehtified spirit of nitre. Then abstract half of theid spirit in sand.
Let it stand a day or two in a cold place, and moicthe silver will shoot into crystals, and in dfting, most of it.
These crystals are very bitter, yet may be madegiils and taken inwardly from three grains to liwee They purge
very securely and gently, and color the lips, tengand mouth black. If in this dissolution of sieefore it be
brought to crystals, half so much mercury be dissbland both shoot together into crystals, youl $tzale a stone
not much unlike to alum. This purges sooner anteheind is not so bitter. It colons the nailsy hskin, if it be

dissolved in rainwater, with a lovely brown, red btack, according as you put more or less thereof.
Take of the aforesaid crystals of silver and mithwhem a like quantity of pure saltpetre well penet. Then put
this mixture into the distilling vessel at the loott of which must be powdered coals to the thickinésao fingers



breadth. Then make a strong fire so that the vesgktoals be red hot. Put in a dram of the afateniture, and it
will presently sublime in a silver fume into thesigient which, being settled, put in more and daistl you have
enough. Take out the flowers and digest them irbdw alcholizated spirit of wine so that therdimy tincture may
be extracted which will be green.

A GREEN OIL OF SILVER

Take of the abovesaid crystals of silver one mdr$pirit of salt armoniac two or three parts, aigest them
together in a glass with a long neck, well stoppese)ve or fourteen days. So will the spirit oftsmimoniac be
colored with a very specious blue color. Pour fiteofd filter it. Then put it into a small retortchdraw off most of
the spirit of ammoniac, and there will remain ie thottom a grass green liquor. Then draw off algpirit, and
there will remain in the bottom a salt which maypheified with spirit of wine or be put into a retoThen there
will distill off a subtle spirit and a sharp oil.

This green liquor is of great use for the gildirfgab things presently.

If you take common rainwater distilled, and dissohnd digest the aforesaid crystals of silver flavadays, you
shall after the appearance of diverse colors fmdssence at the bottom, not so bitter as the fotme sweet. In
this liquor may all metals in a gentle heat by laligestion be maturated and made fit for medidhé.note that
they must first be reduced into salts, for thery thiee no more dead bodies, but by this preparétiwe obtained a

new life, and are the metals of the philosophers.

TO MAKE OIL OF SILVER PER DELIQUIUM

Take of the aforesaid salts or crystals of silvet seeverberate them in a very gentle fire. Thentlpein into a cellar
on a marble stone, and they will in two months tlmeresolved into a liquor.

TO MAKE A LIQUOR OF SILVER THAT SHALL MAKE THE GLAS S
WHEREIN IT IS SO EXCEEDING COLD THAT NO MAN IS ABLE FOR
THE COLDNESS THEREOF TO HOLD IT IN HIS HAND ANY LON G

TIME
Take the aforesaid salt of silver, pour upon itgpeit of salt armoniac, dissolve it thoroughindait will do as
abovesaid.
With a glass being full of this liguor you may cemde the air into water in the heat of the sumaseslso freeze
water.

TO MAKE SILVER AS WHITE AS SNOW

Take of the calx of silver made by dissolutiontdhiaqua fortis. Dulcify it, boil it in a lixiviummade of soap ashes,
and it will be white as any snow.

TO MAKE THE SILVER TREE OF THE PHILOSOPHERS

Take four ounces of aqua fortis in which dissolmeance of fine silver. Then take two ounces ofaafipuitis in
which is dissolved half an ounce of argent vivex kiese two liquors together in a clear glass wighint of pure
water. Stop the glass very close and you shaltiageafter day a tree to grow by little and littl@iah is wonderful
pleasant to behold.

I have set down several vulgar preparations of galdi silver, and of almost all things else, | shallv crave leave
to give an account of some philosophical prepanatif the philosophers gold and silver. For indixedart of
preparing them is the true alchemy, in comparidontoch all the chemical discoveries are but alvegiand found
out by accident, viz., by endeavoring after thisolld not have the world believe that | pretenthi®
understanding of them. Yet | would have them knbat t am not incredulous as touching the possjbilftthat
great philosophical work which many have so mutiotad after and may have found. To me there isimpth the
world seems more possible, and whosoever shalbwithrejudice read over the book entitled The Néght Of
Alchemy shall almost whether he will or not (unlégsresolves not to believe anything though newarsdible) be
convinced of the possibility of it. What unworthggeGod saw in gold more than in other things teathould deny
the seed of multiplication (which is the perfectmirthe creatures) to it, and give it to all thirgesides, seems to
me to be a question as hard to be resolved, ydahander than the finding out the elixir itself tire discovering of
which the greatest difficulty is, not to be convdoof the easiness thereof. If the preparationg @#ficult many



more would find it out than do (says Sendivogias)they cast themselves upon most difficult operatiand are
very subtle in difficult discoveries which the pigbphers never dreamed of. Nay, says the aforenaotldr, if

Hermes himself were now living together with subtited Geber and most profound Raimund Lullieytheuld
be accounted by our chemists not for philosoplersrather for learners. They were ignorant of éhes many

distillations, so many circulations, so many cations, and so many other innumerable operatioastists

nowadays used which, indeed, men of this age daldut and invented out of their books. Yet thererie thing

wanting to us which they did, viz., to know howntake the Philosophers Stone, or physical tinctuggptocesses

of which according to some philosophers are these.

THE PROCESS OF THE ELIXIR ACCORDING TO PARACELSUS

Take the mineral electrum, being immature and nvadg subtle. Put it into its own sphere so thatithpurities

and superfluities may be washed away. Then purggntuch as possibly you can with stibium after the

alchemystical way, lest by its impurity you suffeejudice. Then resolve it in the stomach of anidgg which is
brought forth in the earth and through the sharpeéshe eagle is comfortated in its virtue.

Now when the electrum is consumed, and has a$aoiution received the color of a marigold, dofooget to
reduce it into a spiritual transparent essence wisitike to true amber. Then add half so muchhaslectrum did
weigh before its preparation, of the extended eagld oftentimes abstract from it the stomach efdstridge, and

by this means the electrum will be made more sg@ititNow when the stomach of the estridge is wdasiih labor,
it will be necessary to refresh it and always tetedzt it. Lastly, when it has again lost its sin&gs, add the
tartarizated quintessence, yet so that it be spoiléts redness the height of four fingers and gass over with it.
This do so often until it be of itself white, andhén it is enough and you see that sign, sublingoitwill the
electrum be converted into the whiteness of antedtaagle, and with a little more labor be trangdunto deep
redness, and then it is fit for medicine.

THE PROCESS OF THE ELIXIR ACCORDING TO DIVI LESCHI GENUS
AMO

Take of our earth through eleven degrees, elevangrof our gold, and not of the vulgar, one grafrour tuna,
not of the vulgar, grains two. But be you admonistiet you take not the gold and silver of the auldor they are
dead, but take ours which are living. Then put thetm our fire, and there will thence be made aldpyor. First
the earth will be resolved into water which is edlthe mercury of philosophers, and in that watesli resolve the
bodies of the sun and moon and consume them sthfratremain but the tenth part with one part, thigiwill be
the humidum radicale metallicum. Then take the mat¢he salt nitre of our earth, in which theraibving stream
if you digest the pit knee deep. Take thereforenthter of it, but take it clear and set over ittthamidum radicals,
and put it over the fire of putrefaction, but notrauch as was that in the first operation. Govdirthisags with a
great deal of discretion until there appear cdliesto the tail of a peacock. Govern it by digegtof it, and be not
weary until these colons cease and there appearghout the whole a green color, and so of the agst when you
shall see in the bottom ashes of a fiery colortaedvater almost red, open the vessel, dip inthéeaand smear
over some iron with it. If it tinge, have in reaes that water which is the menstruum of the wgmid of the
sphere of the moon so often rectified until it caftine gold). Put in so much of that water as thascold air which
went in. Boil it again with the former fire untilinge again.

THE PROCESS OF THE PHILOSOPHERS STONE ACCORDING TO
PONTANUS

Take the matter and grind it with a physical cdiuni as diligently as may be. Then set it uponfiteeand let the
proportion of fire be known, viz., that it onlystip the matter, and in a short time that fire withany other laying
on of hands will accomplish the whole work, becatigeéll putrefy, corrupt, generate, and perfectdanake to

appear the three principal colors: black, white] eed. And by the means of our fire, the mediciriélve
multiplied if it be joined with the crude mattegtronly in quantity but also in virtue. Withall,eth might therefore
search out this fire (which is mineral, equal, caurl, vapors not away, except it be too muchesdimp; partakes of
sulphur, is taken from elsewhere than from the enggtulls down all things, dissolves, congeals, ealdines, and is
artificial to find out, and that by a compendiousiaear way without any cost, at least very snmlpt transmuted
with the matter because it is not of the matterjd Aiou shall attain your wish, because it doesmhele work, and
is the key of the philosophers which they neveeaded.



THE SMARAGDINE TABLE OF HERMES FROM WHENCE ALL
ALCHEMY DID ARISE

True, without all falsity, certain and most truénal which is inferior is as that which is superiamd that which is

superior is as that which is inferior, for the aopdishing of the miracles of one thing. And astlihgs were from

one, by the mediation of one, so all things hawe@eded from this one thing by adaptation. Thed¥dtrereof is
the sun, and the Mother thereof the moon. The warded it in its belly. The nurse thereof is tlzth.

The father of all the perfection of the whole woiddhis. The virtue thereof is entire, if it berad into earth. Thou
shalt separate the earth from the fire, the sdtula the thick, sweetly, with a great deal of judgrh It ascends
from the earth up to heaven, and again descends tinthe earth, and receives the powers of suesiod
inferiors.

So you have the glory of the whole world. Therefeteall obscurity fly from you. This is the strofgrtitude of the
whole fortitude, because it shall overcome evengtihat is subtle and penetrate every solid trasghe world is
created. Hence shall wonderful adaptations be, edighis is the manner, wherefore | am called Herme

Trismegistus, having three parts of the philosophthe whole world.
It is complete, what | have spoken of the operatibthe sun.

POSTSCRIPT

If | shall hereafter see that what | have here csivadl deserve a second edition, | shall "hereadtbsome other
parts of chemistry, viz., sublimation and calcioativhich here | have omitted (except what | havigtew by the
way of reference to the perfecting of any kind istitlation). For indeed distillation (which is theaking,
extracting, or purifying of liquors) is the chiefesuibject of this discourse and, indeed, the wieteept some
spagyrical experiments and curiosities set dowthénfifth book.

Francis Bacon - Experiments touching
Sulphur and Mercury

This section on the making of gold is included @entV of Francis Bacon'Sylva Sylvarum, or a Naturall Historie
in ten Centuries.London, 1627, which was part of Bacon's unfinishstiauratio Magna
This text was transcribed by Marcus Williamson.

Experiments in Consort touchif@ulphoreandMercury, two of ParacelsusPrincipals

There bee twéreatFamiliesof Things You may terme them by severall Nam8sjphureousindMercureall

which are theChymistsWords: (For as for theal which is their Third Principle, it is a Compouofithe other
two;)InflammableandNot Inflammable;Mature andCrude; Oily andWatry. For wee see that Bubterranieghere
are, as th&athersof their Tribes BrimstoneandMercury. In VegetablesandLiving Creaturesthere isWaterand
Oile: In thelnferiour Order of Pneumaticallghere isAire andFlame: And in theSuperiour there is théBodyof the
Starre and thePure Sky And these Paires, though they be unlike in thniBye Differences of Matter, yet they
seeme to have many Consents: Mercury andSulphureare principall Materialls ofletalls WaterandOyle, are
principall Materialls ofVegetablesandAnimals;And seeme to differ but ilaturation, or Concoction:Flame(in
Vulgar Opinion) is buiire IncensedAnd they both have Quicknesse of Motion,and Réeitif Cession, much a
like: And thelnterstellar Sky (though the Opinion be vaine, that Birreis theDenserPart of hisOrbe) hath
notwithstanding so much Affinity with th®tarre that there is a Rotation of that, as well aefStarre Therefore,

it is one of the greateMagnaliaNaturag to turneWateror Watry luyceinto Oile or Oily Juyce: Greater in Nature,
than to turnesilver, or Quick-silver into Gold.

The Instances we have,wher€rudeandWatry Substance turneth infeat andQily,are of foure kindes. First in the
Mixture of Earth andWater, which mingled by the help of the Sunne,gatheiiteoNs Fatnesse, more than either of
them have severally; As we see, in that they pdh#lants which need both Juyces.

The Second is in th&ssimilationof Nourishmentmade in théodiesof Plants andLiving Creatures;Whereof
Plantsturne the Juyce of meeYeéaterandEarth,into a great deale @ily Matter. Living Creatures though much



of their Fat,andFleshare out ofOily Aliments(asMeatandBread)yet they Assimilate also in a Measure their
Drink of Water&c. But these two Wayes dfersionof Waterinto Oyle (namely byMixture,and byAssimilation)
are by many Passages,and Percolations,and by loeminGance of softleatsand by Circuits of Time.

The third is in thénceptionof Putrefaction;Asn WaterCorrupted; And theMothersof WatersDistilled; Both
which have a kinde dfatnessegor Oyle

The Fourth is in th®ulcoration of someMetalls; As Saccharun8aturnj &c.

The Intension o¥ersionof Waterinto moreQOyly Substancgis byDisgestion For Oile is almost Nothing else but
WaterDisgestedAnd thisDisgestionis principally byHeat Which Heat must be eithe®utwardor Inward:
Againe, it may be by Provocation, or Excitation; Mfhis caused by the Mingling of Bodies alre&ily,or
Disgestedjor they will somewhat Communicate their Naturéhtie resDisgestionalso is strongly effected by
directAssimulation of BodiesCrudeinto BodiesDigested;As in PlantsandLiving Creatureswhose Nourishment
is farre more Crude than their Bodies: But fhisgestionis by a great Compasse, as hath beene said. Atssfor
more full Handling of these two Principles, wher#us is but a Taste; (the Enquiry of which is afi¢he
Profoundest Enquiries of Nature,)We leave it toThlke of Versionof Bodies And likewise to théTitle of theFirst
Congregation®f Matter; Which like a Generall Assembly of Estates, dotrediaw to allBodies

Francis Bacon - The Making of Gold

This section on the making of gold is included @entV of Francis Bacon'Sylva Sylvarum, or a Naturall Historie
in ten Centuries.London, 1627, which was part of Bacon's unfinishresiauratio Magna
This text was transcribed by Marcus Williamson.

Experiment Solitary, touching the Making of Gold.

The World hath been much abused by the Opinidviaking of Gold TheWorkeit selfe | judge to be possible; But
the Meaneghitherto propounded) to effect it, are, in thad®ice, full of Errour and Imposture; And in the€bhy,
full of unsound Imaginations. For to say, thitture hath an Intention to make all Met&@®ld; and that, if she were
delivered from Impedients, shee would performedvene Worke; And that, if the Crudities, Impuritiesd
Leprosities oMetalswere cured, they would becor@ald ; And that a littleQuantityof themedicing in the Worke
of Projectionwill turne a Sea of theaser Metallinto Gold, by Multiplying: All these are but dreams: And so are
many other Grounds @lchymy And to help the Matter, th&lchymistscall in likewise many Vanities, out of
Astrology, Naturall MagickeSuperstitious Interpretations S€riptures Auricular Traditions; Faigned Testimonies
of Ancient AuthorsAnd the like. It is true, on the other side, theye brought to light not a few profitable
Experimentsand thereby made the World some amends. But wenwe shall come to handle ttiersion&
Transmutatiorof Bodies And theExperimentgoncerningMetals andMineralls; will lay open the true Wayes and
Passages dfature which may lead to this great Effect. And we comohthe wit of theChineseswho despaire of
Making of Gold, but are Mad upon the Making Bflver. For certain it is, that it is more difficult toakeGold,
(which is the most Ponderous and Materiate amavigslls) of otherMetalls, lesse Ponderous, and lesse
Materiate; thanvja versd to makeSilverof Lead or Quick-Silver both which are more Ponderous tl&ilver, So
that they need rather a further Degre&ightion, than anyCondensationln the meane time, by Occasion of
Handling theAxiomegouchingMaturation, we will direct aTriall touching theMaturing of Metalls and thereby
turning some of them intGold: For wee conceive indeed, that a perfect gdodcoction or Disgestionor
Maturation of someMetalls will produceGold. And here wee call to Minde that we knewatch-man that had
wrought himself into the Beleefe of a great Perégnyundertaking that he could ma®&eld: Whose discousse was,
thatGold might be made; But that tiidchymistOver-fired the Worke: For (he said) thtaking of Gold did
require a very temperakéeat, as being ifNaturea Subterrany Worke, where litliteat cometh; But yet more to the
Making of Gold, than of any otheietall; And therefore, that he would doe it with a greainp, that should carry a
Temperate and Equall Heat: And that it was the Wiénkany Moneths. The Device of the Lampe was fdlyt
the Over-firing now used; And the Equall Heat torbguired; And the Making it a Worke of some goaohd; are
no ill Discourses.
We resort therefore to odixiomesof Maturation in Effect touched before. The First is, that ¢heeused a
Temperate HeafFor they are evefemperate HeatthatDisgest andMature Wherein we mean€emperate
according to thé&atureof theSubject, For that may b&emperatdo Fruits, andLiquours which will not Worke at



all uponMetalls The Second is, that tt8pirit of the Metall be quickengdnd theTangible Parts openedror
without those two Operations, tBgirit of theMetall, wrought upon, will not be able to disgest theqarhe Third
is that theSpirits doe spread themselves Evamdmove not SubsultorilyFor that will make the Parts Close, and
Pliant. And this requireth a Heat, that doth nsérand fall, but continue &quall as may be. The Fourth is, thet
Part of the Spirit be emitted, but detain&ar if there beemissiorof Spirit, the Body of théetall will be Hard,

and Churlish. And this will be performed, partly thye Temper of the Fire; And partly by the closeeeasf the
Vessell. The Fifth is, that there Bdoice made of the likeliest and best prepared Njdta the Version For that
will facilitate the Worke. The Sixth is, that yoivg Time enough for the WorkBot to prolong Hopes (as the
Alchymists doe;) but indeed to giléaturea convenient Space to worke in. These Principlesmst certaine, and
true; We will now derive a direction dfiall out of them; Which may (perhaps) by further Metitita, be improved.
Let there be &mall Furnacanade, of &emperate Heal et theHeatbe such, as may keep thietall perpetually
Moulten and no more; For that above all importeth towerk. For the Materiall, tak8ilver, which is theMetall
that in Nature Symbolizeth most wi@old; Put in also, with th&ilver, a Tenth Part ouick-silver and Twelfth
Part ofNitre, by weight; Both these to quicken and open theyBddheMetall: And so let the Worke be continued
by theSpace of Sixe Montheat the least. | wish also, that there be, at stomes, and Injection of son@yled
Substance; such as they use in Recoverirgodd, which by Vexing with Separations hath beene n@diarlish:
And this is, to lay the Parts more Close and Smaatiich is the Maine Work. Fdgold (as we see) is the Closest
(and therefore the Heaviest) Mktalls And is likewise the most Flexible and Tensibl@t® that to thinke to make
Gold of Quick-silver because it is the heaviest, is a Thing not tohoged; FoQuick-silverwill not endure the
Mannage of thé&ire. Next toSilver, | thinke Copperwere fittest to bee thdateriall.

Gold hath thes#atures: Greatnesse of Weight; Closeness of Paisition; Pliantnessegr softnesse; Immunitie
from Rust; Colouor Tincture of YellowTherefore the Sure Way, (though most about,)d&etold, is to know

the Causeof the SeveralNaturesbefore rehearsed, and tAgiomesconcerning the same. For if a man can make a
Metall, that hath all thesBroperties Let men dispute, whether it &old, or no?

Joannes Agricola -Treatise on Gold

Johann AGRICOLA [1589-1643].
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TO HIS SERENE HIGHNESS' HHIGHBORN PRINCE AND LORD
LORD FREDERICK
HEIR OF NORWAY
DUKE OF HOLSTEIN/SCHLESWIG/DITMARSCHEN AND STORMARN /
ETC.
COUNT OF OLDENBURG AND DELINENHORST/ETC,;

MY GRACIOUS SOVEREIGN AND LORD:

YOUR SERENE HIGHNESS, HIGHBORN PRINCE
YOUR PRINCELY GRACE IS AT ALL TIMES ASSURED OF MY M OST
HUMBLE OBEDIENT SERVICES.

Most Gracious Prince. How miserable the life ofrain is and how quickly it closes like a garmeogsinot
require much proof. Aside from daily experiences itestified to by the entire Holy Scripture. Tritecould be
somehow endured if it were only miserable and phiofitside our body, due to the vicissitudes ofifoe, but it is
a much greater pity that we must experience so riséry in our body that we can often not havenglsi healthy
hour in our whole life. Therefore we must eat martdrenched bread with great sighing and huréing, finally

also end our life in unspeakable pain, which caar®must be the greatest misfortune in this world.
When therefore our dear forefathers considered wbiale gift of God health is, they indicated itdyproverb,
saying: Health is better than all wealth. Conversielfollows that illness and physical pain are tireatest
misfortune. That this must be so, and it is nottiaticted by the proverb of our ancestors, anaigioned by what
our eyes see. Let us look about ourselves, notiarthye big cities where there are well organizedpitals and
infirmaries, but also in almost all villages, eveuses, and see how the great and mighty diseadgmins are
raging against men, behaving like evil spirits, aadsing many persons to lose their wits and readwerefore
God causes us to recognize that we must delveoimselves, learning to know ourselves, lest we mageCreator
further by deliberate sinning. Rather should we Hag with a fervent prayer to give us also a healibdy aside
from a sane rational soul. This has also been krimymhe honorable pagans, who said: we pray fareadtiny mind
in a healthy soul.
If only we pray to God to take from us all kindsilldesses, He will be merciful and gentle. Andtjas He provided
a physician against our eternal destruction, namdedySon Jesus Christ, to heal and cure our sbi@$as also
shown His kindness to us in a peculiar way by angathe bodily medicines out of the earth, thewiegthem to
men to be used to advantage, so that we shouldhalsoa Nepenthes in our mortality - about whichmdohas
likewise said wonderful things - enabling us tovdraway not only every depression and and sadnisthase high
arcana, but also all ilinesses. Those who had seng for made much good progress in the Aryehbeen held
in high esteem above all others - the pagans esstowed divine honors on them - as may be seentfrertrue
case histories which we render in abbreviated fasrthose concerned do not wish to become known.
But when this noble Art reached its true floweritigg weeds soon appeared which wanted to supfresmood
seed.
Therefore many spoilers, misleaders and butchensiést men appeared who attempted to obscuretteaither
from a lack of understanding or from untimely aange.
ii. Now we find that also mighty Kings, Princesddords were engaged in this Art, considering ét lighest good
next to the soul's salvation. In particular, thgigns had been blessed with special knowleddgeainove all other
nations. They were not just satisfied with the gahpreparation of medicines but reflected deepethe matter,
dissected the subjects correctly and extracted ¢éissences. They separated the pure from the impodethey were
the inventors of the true Chymia, or the
Art of Spagyrics. In it they excelled to such areet that all the books on the subject cannoteatabugh of them.
That is also why Moses had been so far instructede Egyptian Arts that he could burn the Goldeif @ith fire,
which as one of the greatest wonders and is not lesteemed so little as others may think of it.ifHie such a
stable creature of God that it cannot be destréyeany element.
As we read, Moses destroyed it and threw it ontheer. This destroying and burning is the noblestkin
hermetic medicine.



Long before Moses' time, Hermes had been famotieimedical art. He had been the very oldest ptyilbsr,
physician, and priest, according to whom the windéure was divided into three parts or kingdoms:ulgetable,
the animal, and the mineral. In these three kinggloran has now to look for the pearl of his heatith also for
acquiring the genuine Nepenthes.

True, many learned men of rank have endeavoregige this embedded treasure and use it for théhhefthe
human body.

They also did their share with great praise ancevgeeat wonderworkers in their time but, aside ftbemEgyptians,
they tackled and assiduously investigated onlylangdom, namely the vegetable realm. They preptred
medicines from it, although they did their sepanatf the pure from the impure in the accepted aulgay. But
they left the other two kingdoms almost completedide and perhaps did not believe that in themhidden a
treasure for human health. They contented thems@lith plants and also drove away severe diseagégir time,
while herbs had a much greater power in their aiesithan nowadays and diseases had not reached slegree
of exaltation as at present. Necessity, thereftas,compelled us to seek further and to invent oiveel that are
more potent than the diseases. It cannot be caciteddhat if the medicine stands in the same degsethe disease,
and Nature cannot help the medicine, no successfalcan result. That is why our dear ancestorsegiaaso to
search through the other two kingdoms to get toakand solve their secrets, just as there have allwagn noble
geniuses, both in previous times and in ours, wiplied their talent with particular zeal. Mankinanmot thank
them enough, especially those who brought the ndlil€hymia to our lands and planted it there. wildo
enumerate a whole catalog of them.

But as | well know that your Serene Highness isilacp highly talented by God, endowed with all thalities, and
having a great knowledge, it is unnecessary to ndkeag introduction. In my youth imagined and plad - with
God's help and for the benefit of my neighbor eatslearn something useful in this Art. Thus, tigh God's
guidance, | chanced upon the laudable art of meeliahd devoted myself to it. Therefore | did nanhgemyself to
become deterred from learning something by anybtes) expenses, sour and very dangerous travetsaldubeen
looking for learned men in all lands, listenedterh and carried on conversations with them tilhst | had, as the
saying is, absolved my studies and attained thesdeaf Doctor. What | learned and understood inyowth | have
afterwards applied to my fellowman in my practicand | am mentioning it without boasting - | haeehb
successful.

iii. However, in addition to my practice, | havetrmmitted to work in the laboratories of chymisising a good part
of my assets for it, which work has been graciob$#fgsed by God and has endowed me with glorictretse So as
not to bury the benefits granted to me by God igratefulness but to turn to them to great usefslnalso seeing
how many misleading process-books fill almost thel world, giving the noble Art of Chymia nothibgt a bad
name, | could no longer keep silent about thosdeaniing authors. To bring to light but a small gartthe benefit
of the process to be in my work, and | hope thatrdader will sense in them my special diligena sincerity.

But aside from this, | must also admit that notrgiléng has been elaborated as well as it mighehmeen. It was
not a lack of goodwill but the terrible war thash@ndered me from doing so, to my great damadeamnil
belongings were robbed, smashed, and completeliedpso that hardly one book was left to me. Thogve also
so often been hindered from continuing with thigkuvoy the invasions that | felt inclined to stopeeything, and |
would have done so if some distinguished, learned,mighly experienced in medicine, had not enageagand
urged me to publish. Consequently, | have finistieedwork and given it to be printed. | am sure thatned men
will not

be displeased that because in addition to thedgvegparation of medicines | have also revealsd|@arly as
sunlight, their use by actual case histories. | lsbw that there are some Zoili (critics) [Zoilugs a proverbially
stern critic of Homer] who will not omit to slandeis. Therefore it is necessary for me to lookuacbfor a patron
who would stop their mouth.

Now | have sufficiently known for several years whgeculiar love Your Serene Highness has foraaigdicine,
on account of which Your Highness also has attaimedortal fame within and without Christendom; iarficular,
what a special love Your Grace has, out of YouatarPrincely affection, for the true chymical méuks and how
highly You esteem them. Therefore | could not rieffeom obediently and humbly offering Your Serd#ighness
the First Part of this work and to choose You atiqdar Patron and Protector, not doubting thaulY@race would
look upon this work with benevolent eyes and reg@ind accept it from me unworthy man with favor.

| wish | could offer Your Serene Highness a greaterk, but the bad times have not allowed me ts@anuch less
let me reveal all my labors and studies at thigtiRerhaps God will send better times and grargenare
tranquility to take care of this high work moreidssusly, so that what is missing in this work ¢enreplaced in
future ones.



May God grant Your Serene Highness, for the beonéfihe Evangelical Christendom, a long life, stehdalth,
together with every wellbeing, and | commend mysbkdiently and humbly to Your Lordship's graciansl
mighty patronage, also remaining Yours submissiaglg obediently.

Leipzig, 12 July 1638.

Your Serene Highness's

Humble and obedient Servant,

Joannes Agricola, P. & M.

D.p.t. Practicus in Leipzig.
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TO THE KIND READER

iv. Kind, dear reader. There is an old proverb:w® builds a road must allow himself to be judggdberybody.
Thus | have no doubt that my book will suffer tlaene fate and that different verdicts will be promoed on it. One
man will say that | am doing what another had alyedone long ago, and that this process is sokmelvn that it is
unnecessary to waste so much paper on it. Anothiestate the contrary, saying that it is wrongheoow pearls
before the sows and to put food into the mouthvefy ungrateful crow; that one should keep thosars secret
and not make them too common. But these two judbesld know that they are both wrong. The first tmeg
think that | have patched this work together fraimeo authors like a beggar's coat, adorning mysif other
peoples feathers. If | had wanted to do that, |ld@wt have undertaken to explain and elucidatepRspas a
signpost. True, | must admit that many books ofilldisons and processes are available and thadstitme whole
world is filled with them, but how incorrect theyeaand how badly a beginner fares with them is @ndwy the
experience, unfortunately. | remember what happémaae in my youth when | wasted time and much manre
such a wrong process.
Many a man may well write a process that is clemugh to an experienced chymist, no matter howwkst is.
To a beginner, however, it is not only of no userather confusing and damaging - as some of otlnoas also are
- and he gets so mixed up with them that he caemget out of this labyrinth unless he obtains aiadxe's thread.
That is why many are induced to abandon the chyimiogks altogether, keeping only to the roving \ags, and
giving the poor patients no matter what, exposhegt to mortal danger - and | know many of them.
Also, the lazy apothecaries are doing this in gaelnd@hey do not prepare their distillates themselweat buy them
wherever they can obtain them cheap enough, beptepared as they may, as very many instancesarerkto
me in this country. | could relate the sad storybét happened to a good and learned man with #relio Vitae
(the Mercury of Life) which turned into the Meronifilortis (Mercury of Death). This is therefore muote of the
least reasons that moved me to publish this wriind to faithfully communicate to all and sundrg firocesses
which they can follow without any danger and withimeurring any expenses. All manipulations arelgsar that it
is impossible to make them clearer. As | have d@gpeed it in my work, | do not doubt that othersowtave but a
slight knowledge of the degrees of the fire, capycinem.
But the others should know that no violence is doniature by this publication, for the great wooksGod must
be revealed. If it is not done by me, it is donesbyneone else, and everyone can trust me thatl i@vdone this
because of ambition but rather upon the impulseived from God and honest men, also because of itgawvith
the patients. For what | have seen, experiencetlirerde with my own hands during my various trairelsigh-
class important laboratories and in my own pragtican communicate in full truth to my fellowmarmavdoes not
possess the means that | have had.
v. Thereby the wonders of God will become manifast the poor suffering fellowman is served in adaace
with the First Commandment of God. Such is the lofveur fellowman that we are to show towards hill me,
someone, if | see a man lying in the road ladeh tavy trouble, am | doing right or not if | h&ln? In many
pharmacies | do not find any prepared arcanum witich | could serve him. Therefore | must let hiethere in
his great trouble for lack of the right medicaméit if | had a special secret in my house andaduive his
sickness away with it, tell me, would | not thergigrform a Christian and God-pleasing work on thén? |



believe so indeed, for God wills it and Nature tezcus the same. If | or someone else does natlreweh devices,
the patient must die. Therefore, God becomes ahgry do not reflect on the wonders of Nature thylou
negligence, since for every iliness the good Gadpha its specific antidote into Nature, and hasmanded the
faithful spagyricist or physician to extract it.

Accordingly, those are greatly mistaken who eithegrudge their fellowman those arcana or do not vealearn to
prepare them through negligence. They may welkisayneither Hippocrates nor Galen knew anythinthe$e
things, although they had been great physiciang,,\tfien, should | bother about them? Yes, it ieditrue that
Hippocrates and Galen were distinguished men,tlidds not follow that God had bestowed His Menecytem
alone, and that His might had not perhaps withaealthing from them that he could not reveal toruthis century.
Whoever thinks this way is a blasphemer of God'gebty, and | do not doubt that after us still mgcbater secrets
will come to light, as Paracelsus has predictedchvivill also obscure our own. For it is certaimtivefore the end
of the world everything will be revealed, as Chtigt great physician himself testifies. It wouldéed be the
greatest nonsense for Christians, and no one rkesioffense at Galen's words when he writes irel iDe
Pulsibus: Mosen multa dixisse, sed pauca probasse.

But if God does not wish to grant His high secre&ther will that man obtain them from such wigtén no matter
how clear they are, because God has many meaidetthem from the unworthy. It is not enough fanan to read
such things, he must also implore God for undedsitegnand blessing. And there is no doubt, if Chyhrad been
known at the time of Hippocrates and Galen, theyld/mot have spared any trouble to learn it. Bubwhn say
that Hippocrates and Galen knew and cured everygandry illnesses? Nobody will be able to affirristtor in
our time we find many illnesses of which the dearient ones did not know in their century, as lldouention a
whole catalog full. Likewise, there are many dissais the foreign isles of our time which are nodwkn to us who
are living in this region of the world, as | mysetited and observed in my many travels of whiclilllwrite a
special treatise in the future.

And granted that the above physicians cured adladiss in their time, it must still be remembered illnesses had
then not reached such a high degree as now whels metare is ever more weakened and the balsamatofélis
too powerless to drive them out. There is no neea fproof of this, for Hippocrates shows thatismtime eunuchs
and woman had no podagra. Look around now, anésgsécially in Austria and Moravia, and you will heaf
these people have no podagra. Yes | might find darmiéuringia and Meissen. It can therefore notlberied that at
that time man's nature had been much stronger@uid drive out all such superfluities through hemusctories.
Nowadays she does not do it, and one has to nesgaod medicines to help Nature.

vi. For if | am to cure podagra, the medicine naiahd in a higher degree than the sickness, otkeritwvill not be
overcome but remain uncured. That is how the compnowerb originated: Tollere nodosam nescit medicin
podagram. But if | have a medicament that standsdagree higher than the sickness, | can driwetit its root,
annulling the aforesaid proverb. It is those degthat must be learned in the spagyric and chymsittabols and
must be produced with coal. But here the oxen tamding at the mountain, here no one wants to isuddlicate
hands and ring-decked fingers into the ashes, kewae or more nights. Everyone thinks, if the bpoary does
not wish to prepare it, let him leave it. But wittis a physician's conscience cannot be cleahdarcan he say that
this medicament can cure the patient, not knowfiitghias been prepared left or right (meaning: ecily or
wrongly).

True, it would sometimes be possible to bear pasienth those lazy people, if only they did nothgpaon the
experienced spagyricists and slander them so rbigebafore those who are inexperienced in the iAdiuding
high potentates and Princes. And supposing thatsimeally a mistake is made by an itinerant priactér, should
the child therefore be thrown out with the bath?t&ely not. One should look at the roving vagraamsl
distinguish between them and learned men who harées their foundations and are also well expegenin the
practice.

But so as to make it known for what | am respomsiblthis work or what advantage there may be ddriv
therefrom, the kind reader should know that | fist down the author's text as is. After that,dlgpe it, reminding
the reader where it is right or wrong and if thekgoproceed as the author promises. In the thadepll indicate
my experience or the work which | have made withawy hands and found to be right in the fire and |
communicate faithfully what was the result. Thesmcpsses may be boldly followed, and the readeraaaginly
believe that not a single process will be found Hzes not been frequently elaborated and found.rigthough one
or another way also be found in other authorsyehlexperimented with it and have myself verifiethithe fire.
Only, | must remind the reader that such works edspire a chymist somewhat experienced with &f#ough
these are common works, a beginner here receivgdine directives and manipulations, enabling himmake
good progress, provided he will regulate the foerectly, neither too much nor too little. Much @apls on this. If |
have an opportunity to do so and if this work doesbecome too big, | will draw the most necessagns at the



end, indicating which are used for the most necgssarks. Then a beginner can install them himsalfave them
installed. A beginner must know that the quantitjuohaces does not help much. If he has a Balnglamiae, a
Balneum vaporosum, an ash - or sand oven, a renatilge furnace, and a big furnace without cupéis,has
enough to start. Afterwards, when he wants to peepary subtle things, his work will teach him whkatd of
furnaces he needs and how he should have themMailt and again he will find many formulas for th@m
authors and chymists.

Fourthly, after the description of the preparatenwill also find the right use of the medicinespwhhe should
apply them as internal medicine and for surgeryd #uis is not just said without any further comnsgsats is the
case with nearly all other writers, but when is&éd that this or that medicine is good for thishat effect, it is
followed by a case history, indicating with whatgmn, in what case it has been used, what it aetiieand how it
was applied; also, what other medicines had toskee .ut is not enough to say this serves for fhiag. Topica do not
accomplish everything by themselves but the unalersnust also be taken into account, as | have taden
special care to see to it that the right appropma¢thods be taken. This care will be found in &hors, and in
this a student has almost an extract of the whadicme, both in theory and practice. How much wibik has cost
me, every intelligent person can easily judge fordelf. | do not remember that a similar work hppeared, for
my book contains such cases and odd historieytheatvill not easily find the like of them in anyi@book. And
the cure is not only oriented towards the hermatactice but the theory is joined thereto, so thgether they form
a right harmony.

Barbers, army surgeons, and other surgeons wililéind such manipulations that they could notifany better
ones, provided they will apply themselves and waeitk care. Householders will here have items ofdgomedicine
which they can safely use in emergencies, espgdidliey live far from a physician. From the cadsstories and
examples quoted, they can see if their case iscatyhd to the medicine, or the medicine to the&chel herefore |
have introduced hundreds of histories, for manyaa fearns more from them than he can sometimes iear
several years from practitioners. If | had not besnried that the work might become too lengthwioluld have
related a few hundred more histories, since foryesiekness or every remedy three or four couldeHazeen
indicated. But this will be saved for another odmasprovided God will extend my life, and whatevetaking here
concerning the Wonder Medicine will be put in myiiQhgia which, if it pleases God, will soon follow.

Fifthly. In this work it can also be seen if a gbdgy can be found in Nature for transmuting ametal into
another. Regarding this, there is much arguingapibcontra, but experience is the arbiter of &séhthings. |
myself must admit that it is of little use for Ranlars, though one cannot deny in general thaptssibility exists.
What experience has taught me, | have revealadagde seen from every work. | have not writtemith the aim
of promising golden mountains but have only dore ghow the opponent what is possible with NatWhoever
does not wish to try it out for pleasure, let higfrain from doing it for gain. For a mistake camyveasily occur,
and then the desired effect does not follow anthhbr is lost. But whoever uses it as a medicareot lose much
by such an experiment. What has been said abotitathemutation of metals has only been done intédignas the
context proves.

Sixth point. Many wonderful secret medicines adidated for special diseases, which show what argahings
they can do and which are, as it were, a bridgéh®iSpecifics, to allow them to reach their enemg attack it.
For most sicknesses the entire perfect methodighiand complete cure is given, and those curesaplicable to
nearly all individuals and constitutions. Nor igtlike often found in other authors. May God hélattit will serve
for His own praise and glory, for the great rebéthe poor patients and the needy, and for thieuicton of the
studying youth. | hope to have served all theselher

| for my person do not doubt that this work will lEeeived by many with gratitude. But those whoaréoo clever
and fancy they know everything, do not require saskruction. Thereby, however, they betray theresglso that
they, as Terence says: Intelligendo nihil inteligfUnderstanding they understand nothing).

viii. Aside from this, | beg the sowlike - gruntimgysochymists and Lucians not to blow their noseshiard about
it, else they might bleed to death, and their grgatight even be turned into foolishness becaidbe freeing of
their brain and liver. For whoever wants to bedomrt, behind him the fool generally peeps out, tedhould
remember that all gifts come from God. He distriisuthem in a wonderful way according to His Wilhe3should
first read and then judge. If then there is nothmd@, he can condemn. In addition, Alchymia i4 amew poem, as
many imagine, but was known in Egypt long beforeskkis times, as may be seen from all crediblertgsto
Whoever wishes, may read Diodorum Siculum, CaeggdRland others. He will find how experienced in @iy the
Egyptians had been, also that Moses had been edlicaall the arts of the Egyptians. Nor did theysider their
imagined gods to be true Gods in their hearts, gte common man whom they humbugged, but manyahad
different understanding of them, as may clearlgdéen in the Poimandres of Hermes. He recognize@Godeonly,



Creator of heaven and earth. This is beautifullg bo the Hieroglyphicis Aegypto Graecis of Dr. Mael Majerus
(Maier), which is a special pleasure to see and.rea

As this work has become somewhat lengthy and aapeder has to be made in its presentation, ehdivided the
whole treatise in two parts. In the first | havgaged in anatomizing the metals only, so that gfeuld stand and
be found in their own repository. In the seconé, tinerals and vegetables are together, likewisledin proper
order. We have called on God that He may grantia€asace for Christ's sake. Amen.
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Chapter 1

How to extract the Gold's Virtue and to prepare a vinolesome Medicine

All true chymists and philosophers write that comngorporeal gold is of not much use in man's bédyis only
ingested as such, for no metallic body can be efiflisis not previously dissolved and reducedh® prima
materia. We have an example in corals. The virfiemls is not in the stone or the body but irirthed color. If

the corals are to release their power, a separatiest first occur through a dissolution, and thiness must be
separated from the body. Tincture the body is # siéch is left behind quite white, but the essed the corals,
which is quite red, afterwards perfectly accomm@ssits effect in man's body because the obstrubtésrbeen
separated from it (that is, from the stone andottedy). Thus you should also deal with gold, silem, lead, and
other metals. If they are to bear fruit, they nlikgwise be separated from their bodies, thatr@nftheir inner
earth or slime, to allow their radical moistureofgerate quite unhindered in man's body. Beforgdtser could not
accomplish it, as the bodies were still held byrtheetallic slime and earth. Consequently, whoevants to do
something useful in medicine must see to it thdirkedissolve and open his metallic body, thetraet its soul and
essence, and the work will then not result in rdt.fr
Orator U C Note
In his book De praeparationibus medicamentorum Gtymam (On the preparations of chymical medicametite
author writes a short preface and thinks that alflitaments that come from the mineral family, afvarh their
legitimate preparation, are of no use, and sodhi$it is the truth. Nevertheless, the old Arall @neek physicians
used metals thus raw and praised them highly, édpein the Electuariis de Gemmis, Exhilerante &waJ although
some, yes, the majority, doubt that this writingine of Galen's. According to him, the metals, eisly gold,
rejoice man's heart and his vital spirits, driveaguinelancholy, and thus arouse in man a good asicede
condition.
But as to give here my view as well, | am certaiat raw metals, without prior preparation, helfdibr nothing at
all. Our natural warmth is far too weak to be ableook and prepare the metals in such a way liegt¢an
penetrate to the heart through the small veindfiaatly throughout the body, imparting their effeEiven so, some
are convinced that metals are supposed to havedaten and digested by chickens, just as Plinyeairohis time
that if a hen were fed with gold leaf, it wouldrisfiorm the gold into an essence in its stomach. thod, if it were
eaten, the chicken would bring man great strengthheealth. Some also believed that in our timearude
wonders about it, how gold veins are supposed e bhown up in the chicken livers, which is ridamus. | am
surprised that it did not also lay golden egg® Wesop's hen! Then they would have become migtitypeople in
a short time, especially if they had bred as mdngkens as in Egypt, where they are hatched ireaially
arranged oven, and 20,000 creep out all at oncgy Thuld have laid many eggs, thus producing séwuahigon
gold for a poor man. Let anyone who wishes belibi® but experience has taught me differentlyaventried it at
different times and very carefully attended to¢h&ckens. But after several days of feeding thelams with gold
leaf, | found nothing but - salve honore - gilt rkuthad therefore spent my money very badly.
| had the chickens slaughtered, wanting to knatléfgold seed in them had perhaps grown so bighkgtcould
henceforth excrete nothing but gold. But less thatihing was to be found, while the chickens hadreatore than
two ducats of gold. | felt sad because my Art did progress.



This, however, | have seen. A chicken belonging @ount had swallowed a big pearl. When the chiekas cut
open after several hours, the pearl was indeeddfouthe stomach but its lustre was all gone, é&shiad been
reverberated in the fire. This stands to reasocalme pearls have not got the same fixation adsnetpecially not
as gold and silver, which are most indestructiBbgperience proves that no element can destrogr(d although
some Aquae Chrysuleae (gold waters) can corroalditdissolve it into water, there is neverthelesdestruction.
If the waters are again distilled off it, the g)léft just as good as before. But if a pearl issttissolved, it can no
longer be brought into its body, that is, beconpearl, although many chat of it, pretending onda:tiwus make
one big pearl from many small ones. True, a boldy ane of mother of pearl, can put be put togethetrone
cannot give it the right lustre of pearls.

(), however, stays shining, also after its dissofu | will admit, however, that gold did appearthe stomach of the
chicken as if it had undergone an alteration, buis in fact nothing except that it got readydgit together with
the other excrements. It seems so very incredilaiegold-veins have supposedly been seen in the lirom where
did those veins come? Either they allowed the tgagles to move entire to the liver through the sear they had
to grow out of the blood - none of which can betrfithe gold had been digested, part of it wddge turned into
blood and should have been communicated furthgéret@ther organs by the liver. If the blood hadthe
immediately reversed into gold, it would follow ththe whole chicken, which takes its nourishmemt imcrease in
weight solely from the blood, would have turneaigbld. One could then have wished that he hacchidens as
big as aurochses or elephants - then the goldeodehtury would have appeared in the world.

| am also convinced that raw, unprepared metalsnare harmful than useful to man. Because of thedviness
they enter the abdominal folds, mingle with theaigrthus increasing the pain, as could be proyemany
examples. Although | can remember that | knew aduin Weiss, the region of the Enns river in Aisstwho,
when he felt a discomfort in his stomach, got lafldome iron filings, ate a good amount of them amebd himself
thereby. Matthiolus and Mizaldus also remember snehls and report that they agreed well with trepfe True,
there are good reasons for this, as iron is sodestroyed than other metal. | would neverthelesdiketo use it.
For we cannot know what kind of a work Nature inteth to make of it, whether it was supposed to becaitnee or
a metal, which the Farmer discusses quite wellraadonably in Arcanum aperta arconorum arcanissimoand
also thoroughly instructs his disciple in it. Oéthame opinion is also the luminous most noble i8egulis, who
philosophizes wonderfully and thoroughly abounitis treatises.

True, it is certain and undeniable that if metatsta be brought into their essentials, they mastissolved into
Salt, Sulphur, and Mercury. However, these arghmprima materia but the materia secunda ex poitaa(the
second matter originated in the first). Of what wseild it be to us if they were to revert diredtiyo their chaos?
We could not do anything with them. Nature, howedees with them as she pleases, which the aststat copy.
For him it must be enough to stay with the predestiand predetermined materia, and to extract eagghpe from it
its true essence. But how that is done, aboutath&eep silent and do not wish to come forth. Bybu do not
have the prima materia of the metals, you will meaelically open the gold, and this prima matesithe bolt before
the door of many fine geniuses, preventing themmfemtering the shrine of Nature. Dear Lord! How gnhave
tortured themselves and tried to find this key, thely sooner died searching than that they fourdany a man has
been delayed by the name of prima materia, whictlidh@ot correctly understand, searching for athey would
bring the () into the prima materia or chaos. Aswe indicated above, this would be of no usedpbmt with the
other materia prima | can afterwards make whatrtwia this there is hidden a great secret, esped@ne wishes
to bring out the substantialia.

When they hear of the Principles, many believe titwey will turn into a Mercurius currens (Liquid kéairy?), a
special Salt, and a separate Sulphur. They tals gegns to get the process for obtaining thesechites, and do
not save any expense. | have found a distinguigteadwho had in his possession a whole pound oflligfiercury
of (), but he achieved no more with it than thatpnepared with it a precipitate. How much expehisehad caused
him is easy to guess, let alone how much laborimadved. He did believe that because he had thediMercury
of the Sun, he had already won the party and wakenght way according to the philosophers, ay tfeclare
unanimously that one has to prepare the Mercurig fidis led many of them astray into an eternalrlathy; out of
which they cannot find a way. They could not bedi¢iat this Mercury also has its hypostatic prilespBut the
Philosophical Mercury is a simple body, and with Mercury is made, as the philosophers say: Facliem per
Mercurium. (Make Mercury through Mercury). Yes, yteay, our Mercury is our gold, and our gold digssl|
common gold. These are strange sayings, which ajpgsard to Aristotelian philosophers and totatintrary to
Nature. Nevertheless, it is the pure truth, arait be depicted by a coarse example by takinggarwgtommon)
Mercury, adding to it filed or granulated lead, aedting it to digest for some time. The lead aifio turn into a
Mercury and pass with it through the leather. it also be sublimated with it.



When some men saw this, they immediately fell fanid imagined that they were now holding the ftadlsand it
could no longer escape. Thus they also undertaslptibcessing of the gold, but their miserable wenskealed how
much they had been mistaken and that the writifigseophilosophers are not to be understood sugielifi
according to the letter.

| must admit that at the beginning of my laborsadifalso believed that either vulgar Mercury oeast the liquid
Mercury of the () had to be infallible, accorditmgwhat is written. Therefore, | tried to make Mercury of the ()
with vulgar Mercury. | spent a long time on it] tilwent as quickly through the leather as comrivtercury. When
| finally succeeded, the vulgar Mercury and thedgekre nevertheless left as they had been preyiofsd
supposing it had turned into a liquid Mercury, @wd not have helped me because at that time halidinderstand
things better.

But if | set it to digest and proceeded as thegsioiphers teach, various colors appeared, blacke whllow, and
red. Following the last, however, a ridiculous n®ugs born, and | had nothing more than a preéipita the
French (V.D.) and other diseases. Therefore, | &ty chapfallen. Without doubt, Poppius' opiniethie same,
just like the common erroneous view of most labmmatvorkers, because he tried to explain this diggm by the
example of the corals, which, however, does nahfévery case. Tincture alicujus corporis ext@étihe extraction
of the tincture of a body) is something else thesolutio corporis in sua principia sive in primaratariam (the
resolution of a body into its principles or intdrpa materia).

Regarding corals, however, it is true and certaat their best power is contained in the tincture that the body is
not good for anything, which is not just simplydrd must admit that the chief virtue resides i ¢blor or tincture,
but it does not therefore follow that there is alsthing in the other bodies. The tincture of theats is their least
part. One pound yields but a little, and if we trbee work quite subtly, we can hardly obtain fatfram of the true
tincture of essentials, as Mr. Lauremberg alsoesrih Animaadversionibus & Notis ad Aphorismos An§alae,
where we can read him further, and where he comghcpresents his views to Angelo Salae. | mysalft
applaud Mr. D. Lauremberg and admit that the tiretn precious stones and corals is so scantyitthakes me
wonder that so little can be extracted. Therefoamyrbelieve that it is impossible for the Art tdrext a tincture,
but they are mistaken. The tincture may well beaested, but it is impossible to obtain it in grgatntity.
Consequently, we can infer what is to be thoughhbeftincture sold in pharmacies, where they hagevéits full of
it. It is nothing but a mere brandy, slightly cadrduring digestions or due to the acid with whieh corals are
dissolved and which is still contained in it! Yeg@eat fuss is made about it, whereby both theiptayswho does
not know better and the patient are cheated. Rutiticture of corals is such a beautiful ruby-neide, and there is
so little of it, that one beholds it with amazemeémhyself have seen very little of it aside frorhat/| observed in
Kassel in the Princely Pharmacy and in Marburg WithJohann Hartmann. A single grain of this timetdoes
more than a whole pound of the common. If our atghapinion were true, namely, that the body oftis good
for nothing and only deserves to be poured awayoitld follow that the Salt of corals and the méggig were of no
use at all. Experience, however, has proven ietquite different. | have learned in practice thatmagistery of
corals is especially well prepared, it is a migtatyic for the heart. If this only came from thecture, there would
be little hope in it.

Although | must admit that the greatest power ighmtincture, one must not therefore throw theyteday
altogether, because it can be so beautifully pegptrat it results in very great virtues. Its cajlgte Salt - with
which was as a ruby. From the body | made the@zilth was as clear and crystalline as diamondseagr be.
When | had it in its last solution, | again addedttits own tincture, drew the superfluous liqoid per balneum
until it looked quite dry. Now this crystalline $alirned as red as blood and as transparent asicrykich was not
only a special pleasure for my eyes but in additi@de me happy, thinking this process could pogsilsb be
applied to the higher metals. | am still of opinibiat if the tincture were extracted with a propemnstruum, the
body changed into a transparent one, and thatitimetere again added to it, it might well turndnsbmething. An
experienced chymist could try it, perhaps his weduld be a good investment. Consequently, the loddprals
should not be completely rejected.

| have extracted from the above-mentioned pouncertian four Lots of pure crystalline Salt. Of cayra clumsy
laboratory worker can handle it so badly that halspgeverything, and that afterwards nothing ekse lse prepared
from it. For we find not a few of those inexperieddaboratory workers who spoil more than theydtma good
end, especially when they follow their own fantashat | am saying is not at all to be understa®d | esteemed
and approved the prepared coral powder of the camapothecaries, much less praise and hold in legard the
powdered corals administered by the would-be iigeetit females. They cannot do anything in medieiné are no
better than if one had swallowed a handful of sdimy go to the stomach and out again through é¢fénbl. Only
faith must do its best, or else nobody would b&ithat such red corals are a medicine.Experiemmeegver, shows



what good one can hope of them. Whoever wishesdorsis stomach and intestines with them, as dishe pans
are scrubbed, let him do it, but | do not want sadtrubbing.

With the body of corals of which the tincture hiready been extracted, a Spiritus can be prepahéchviburns like
a brandy and can be used for many things in megi&@at how to bring each into its added will bewshaccording
to the author's instructions and illustrated byowyn experience. Therefore, we will each time statth the text, or
the preparation and its use, while | indicate mgparation in the note and observation, so thatmeowho wants to
copy it will go wrong, and thus we are beginninghathe oil of gold.

Joannes Agricola -Treatise on Gold
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Chapter 2.
Gold Qil.

Fine gold, 2,3,4, Lots, or as much as you likenuist first be poured three times through antimeagh time
driving the antimony off on a cupel, as goldsmiinsl refiners know how to do. Of that Basil of thenBdictine
Order says as follows: The Grey Wolf must eat tlmn ] which must be devoured by it three times,rdftst
purifying itself and cleansing its eyes with the Néablood, so that they shine brightly. The Walfthe antimony;
the Lion, however, the pure gold. When now the dnad thus been purified, have it beaten thin likegn. Make of
it round, rolled-up rolls that can be put into aa@tor. Pour on it Aquam Regis (King's water) thegt previously
been conjoined with the sublimated ammonia durisgliétion and rectification. This water must stiavo fingers'
high above the gold. Now close the mouth of therteso that the spirits do not vanish. Set thegla warm ashes
and dissolve it in the Balneum and gently diski# moisture off it. Then refine it strongly in teand till the
corrosive or sharpness has altogether gone ovéretde. The gold will be left at the bottom of thessel like a
brown powder or dust.

This powder must afterwards be reverberated, clasedsteady fire, day and night for 13 weeks.htbéat must be
such that the gold neither flows nor melts. Intikat the gold will stew in its own juice, so thawill thereafter in
the second dissolution drop its earth and metsliine. After that, take one-third of the subtledjohlx and pour its
own water over it. It is a crystalline, transparenineral water, quite pure and delicate, whichaBealsus calls the
Green Lion and Basil, Aquam Solventem (Dissolviragen). Take nine parts, everything closed in alplatit
circulate for three weeks in a vapor-fire, anddgb& will turn into oil, leaving its slime and ehrbehind. Regarding
this metallic earth, its virtue is to dry in surgend also to heal, especially every fluid damadwes preparation is
done according to the chymical and not to the commethod.

Aside from the rational soul, God has made no mamederful creature than gold. It is such an exctlbody that
does not know anything of destruction from any elatnTherefore it was called by the Arabs fortitudonis
fortitudinis (strength of all strengths). But fotang time it had only been misused, and nobodyccbalieve that
God had enclosed a medicine in this wonder-crealure ancient Greeks only used it for the luxuryhr life.
This was only because they did not know the noliteoAChymia, which can prepare it into a mediciRer this
reason the Arabs reflected a little more deeplyhismimatter and discovered that in it there mesalgreat power
and a Universal Medicine.

Avicenna, Geber, Arnold of Villanova and similartmésses can be found now and again, which all opove
that gold is the very noblest subject in the whateld. This has not only been confirmed by the géophers and
physicians but its test and effect have proveririlith of what they stated. Just as the aforemeatidkrnold of
Villanova cured with it the King of Naples, who hsufffered from lepra and restored him to full healt | wished
to name all the sick WHO WERE CURED BY GOLD; IT WOD RESULT IN A BIG, IMMENSE WORK. Let
those see to it how they can one day take the nedgtity for writing against their conscience amelgating
everything the learned physicians have left inrtheitings and experience has proven true, of wikatus is not
one of the least. He issued a public treatise @odue against it, and as nothing could be fouritlhnt wrong
assumptions and hypothesis, it is not worth answdtj although he has already been refuted by raayhis
worthless arguments have been pointed out to hirsu€h men the whole country is full nowadays. THeynot



wish to admit that there are such mighty virtuegotd and other metals, though experience has taiggh
differently. Those fellows can never answer fofdt,they are doing violence to God and Nature |evtiiey should
thank God profusely for this noble subject andamdy use it out of greed, vanity, and arrogancecause it was
not created for that purpose - but rather for tlaéntenance of man and his body which is subjeatltkinds of
diseases. In gold there is such a congenial conibmaf elements that it must incontestably folltvat the very
best medicine can be prepared with it, providedburselves apply us and do not begrudge a littlereff

We could actually have patience with those pedpteely only kept their opinions to themselves, tngty must be
blamed for so greatly playing down and slanderimasé wonderful medicines before others. They spétkem
like the blind man of colors, just as recently éoh otherwise quite experienced physician told meny face that
metallic medicines are pure poison. But when | ddkewhat principle he could prove it, he replibdttthey were
altogether harmful to man because of their poiseraigin. | had to laugh and did not consider te&soning
worthy of an answer. | only said that no old wormmauld have so little intelligence that she could rgute that
reasoning. Therefore it is totally wrong to rexdled slander those noble medicaments, which thenotlo
understand. Cardanus and Scaliger were also obfhaibn. Nevertheless, Cardanus had to admit wailly that he
had seen an important test made with potable &udliger, likewise, changed his opinion after helggiter
informed.

If only our cocky critics would do the same! Theamyg a man would work harder in this work than hesjand
many more secret things would be revealed whichwtpublished due to the slandering. True, it wdaddunfair to
stick all arcana on the nose of the ungrateful duorherefore the true philosophers have not witheason
depicted gold by a circle with a point in the cerfty thereby showing its great perfection. Thispaompare it to
the heavenly sun, for just as the sun refreshesiblunar things with its heat, so gold likewisiEeghens all human
organs, especially the heart. And just as the stinel king of the planets, so gold is the king etats, and the heart
is the king among the human organs. These three dogveat affinity for each other. Only the extétoak of the
gold rejoices the heart of the misers, and in otd@btain gold enough they are using all kindsnefins, also
against their conscience. They often resort to saelns as cost them their health and life, and dbeyot pay
attention to it no matter how great the danger bmy

Now we will turn to the preparation of aurum potalfpotable gold). A great deal could here be séithe true
potable gold, and there is hardly any chymist, fiasdly any common laboratory worker, who would kiobw a
special and secret preparation. In addition, mamaa utters such nonsense that one must rightghlauit, and we
can now and then also read about such fantasi¢sllNare very much mistaken, just as | recently sameone
who wanted to prepare potable gold with ear waxddReing that, | think it would have been much beftee had
taken monkey wax. Then, someone tried to make potaidd with pigeon dirt, but it remained gold afdre, and
the dirt also remained what it had been. Theradeéd nothing in the world so crazy that one datdimd people
who dare process it to gold according to their'fobéad. They boast a great deal about it, butyfittee unhappy
ending shows up their foolish beginning. This idai@ and true: gold may be prepared as anyoneewjshithout
the universal menstruum of the ancient ones -yietmot the ancients' aurum, for their gold isfeecent gold.

| can imagine that Basil Valentine means antimoyyhe term Grey Wolf - much less Paracelsus. Algtomany
call antimony the Grey Wolf, it is only to be undod figuratively and is only enigmatically trug it that
antimony, or the Grey Wolf, refines gold and addeautiful lustre to it? But how does it help tHel&sophical
Work? For all philosophers admit unanimously tthait gold is no common gold. Yes, their gold digsslgold. If
then it is not common gold, how can it be procesbenligh antimony? Common gold is dead and powgrledess
it be dissolved through the prima materia out ofchtlit was born, and be born a second time. Oréw thill it
really become Philosophical Gold and aurum potabkmall dose of which can drive away all sickneése short
time.

Yet this must not be understood as if | wantedaoydall the gold's virtues. No, because experignoees that
common gold has mighty effects in many sicknesBls.gold of Hermes, however, and that of othergsloiphers
is a medicine that cures all sicknesses, no mattere they come from. Like fire it penetrates thelg body,
cleansing it of all superfluities and restoringpithe highest degree of health. Whoever achignissektremely
happy. On this preparation many tons (?) of gokeHzeen squandered, while nothing has been accsimegli
except thereby learning to distill a little. Thatwwhy artificial furnaces, instruments, and glassage been invented,
so that, if the ancients were now to raise agathsae them, they would not know for what purposes®them. It
is undeniable that the Art has advanced so mudhHéianes himself would be surprised and could woiviat
modern Artists do. But this is what we are lackitigit we can nevertheless not achieve what they kag we can
further read in Sendivogius.

Without doubt, in his Liber de Tinctura Physicor{@ook of Physical Tinctures) Paracelsus understgnite a
different Green Lion than the author imagines,itfiég not born in the general manner of lions lppears ex sputo



Lunae (out of the spittle of Luna), which was like&vinvulnerable. The philosophers have writtefirefditooks
about it. Especially in the Rosarium it is ofteidghat there are three things that do the worlo edis (Green
Lion), aqua foetida (evil-smelling water), and fusralbus (white steam). This Green Lion has madeyrmem
crazy, nam illa viriditas vertitur in aurum nostrfar that greenness changes into our gold). Sbees clear
enough that the Green Lion is quite another thinug,each interprets the philosophers' sayings dawpto his
understanding. If we then ask what the philosoptreally meant thereby, they stand there not knowihgther to
say white or black.

This Lion quarrels with the Dragon and is wounded devoured by it, because of which the Dragon ralsst
burst. But when they putrefy together, a sweet niediresults, like that of Samson's lion, which care all
diseases.

It is regarding this Lion that many wonderful arehbtiful processes have been undertaken with guddy
dangerous sicknesses cured by it, but neverthitlissalso true that it is quite unlike the truelBsophical Gold,
and that it cannot be compared with it at all. Eifeéhe gold were prepared in such a way that ildmever again
be reduced into a body - which can be done, and/fpaast about it although the proof is surely lagki it is still
only a Particular medicament and no such a UniVersaas the true philosophers' potable gold shbeldhus all
philosophers say that their gold is not yet corpbee in a metallic body, either by Nature or thghuire, but that it
is soft, does not resemble gold either in substanexternal form, and that it contains its ownevdty which it is
dissolved without the addition of anything elseisTlater must never be separated from it but sifty inforever,
and it is coagulated with it. These seem to bergh@@doxes but in truth they are pure apodictichre fantasy, as
many may think they are.

For the water of the philosophers is also theidgalhich dissolves and coagulates itself, alsa thielly menstruum
acetum acerrimum (most acid), and not the spintiok or another corrosive water as Augurellus uvstded
Lully's Solvent Water or Mercury, when he wrote abio Lib. |, Chrysopae.

Whoever does not find these properties in his gottb doubt far from the right way and cannot hfigea good
ending of his work, may he labor as hard as hesliker gold is water and yet is none, but it casilgé€e turned
into water if the Artist wishes. Many a man mighink that these are odd notions, namely, that the gf the
philosophers is simultaneously their menstruumyesdl water, and Mercury, and yet it is the puréhtrit can and
must not be otherwise, anyone may believe it or Aside from this, the highest truth remains tldtsiown water
does not remain with it, the gold is worth veryldit Many will think that that must be a strangédginat can
dissolve other gold. Yes, it dissolves itself, @rid the Dragon that devours and revives itsels the Phoenix that
burns itself and rises from the ashes much moratifelethan before. For if gold is sown into itelfd, it grows and
multiplies itself, bringing a thousandfold fruitrfthe maintenance of man's life.

But where this water can be found is kept veryestday the philosophers. They say that it must behéd from
India. True, it is easiest to get it in India, Bs best gold mines are there. Experience has shewhowever, that an
Indian crow brought this water to Germany in itsigio and poured it on a mountain. Thus a fountagaig to have
sprung up from it which provides enough of thisavaand at present it is as easy to obtain itimdbuntry as in
India. One has to be careful, however, to findrtgbt fountain, as there are many other fountamosiad it that
contain poison. The water is precisely of the kikdch Pegasus (a winged horse that caused therstiggocrene
to spring from Mount Helion with a blow of his hgdfeat out of Parnassus with its hoof, or whichrtfwaintain
Nostacris in Arcadia (typist: please note thas iArcadia and not Akkadia) pushed out of a rockwhith cannot
be kept in any other vessel than the horn of aehors

Each may reflect himself on what this strange watay be. Let it suffice to say where this water barfound and
what qualities it has. And | will add something drees to carefully note about this water and by Witican be
recognized: It lights and burns itself, simultanglgiurning the gold. This may well be the fieryane whereby
Moses burnt the Golden Calf to ashes and gavetofdtink to the children of Israel in that watdryou cannot find
this water which burns itself and turns into reblless you may surely believe that you will achieaéhimg in this
secret. It is gold and at the same time water &edlIf is hot and cold, like Jove's Hammonius f@im moist and
dry, it wets and dries again.

True, the author thinks in this process that waukhpour our own crystalline-mineral water on it e does not
indicate what kind of water it must be, or if ga@ldntains in itself, or if it is to be obtained franother source.
Many have been laid astray by this water, so they aichieved little with this process. Even if theyg obtained
this mineral-crystalline water - which is made ptdifferent processes - and had added it to the, gds yet not
the right handle and the right key for opening gtieng lock and house, even if it were broken dewer so subtly
into its atoms. For as long as it is not processexlich a way as to be dissolved into its primaemiat it is not the
true philosophical dissolution. The author's miherater will never accomplish this, even if it wdedt mixed with
it in the digestion till Doomsday. It does not do/tning the gold except that it gets calcined. Fynaseparates



again from it, which the Philosophical Water nestees, as has already been said. If it has oncelexdingth gold
or silver, it cannot be separated from either iretdrnity. Both become one single water, the watdife and
health, rendering all creatures fertile. It is ltke water in the country near Suessa (town irubatiwhich renders
those fertile who drink of it, be they men or wom#non the contrary, a woman, cow, dog, or shesxpks of the
river Aphrodisios, it makes them infertile. Thisterga however, also makes old withered trees featijain, if it is
poured to their core through a hole drilled interthand the hole is again tightly closed with a plug

The author instructs us to let the water circwaith the gold for three weeks, but before doingtdms to be
reverberated for 13 weeks, which is a long anddinge work. It is also dangerous, as in reverbagyati& can easily
overlook that it flows back again into a body, wizegreat deal of calx is produced. If this happ#mes previous
pains and labor are totally lost. Therefore | carantvise any beginning laboratory worker to spemngimtime and
work on this process - reverberating requires mabbr and coal. He may well think that this prodssguite
philosophical, but it is as common as the otheais éihe now and then found in the authors of bookalchemy. Of
those processes Ulstadius has many in his worku@ohilosophorum (The Heaven of the Philosophésh
which one can take some, just as Libavius has dechpiwhole hodgepodge from other authors. Likewise
Andreas Brentius, though the works of Brentius nmastall be despised. They contain very fine maaijians
which | myself have used in part.

Before this, | also prepared it according to théhars instructions. When it was ready, | finalbagulated it. The
mineral water of which he speaks evaporated, lgawia only a fine subtle gold calx which | addediteer in flux.
It tinged it into gold, but | had little gain froihas | obtained no more gold than | had used énpiteparation. Pains,
labor, Aqua Regis, and other expenses were lostcbldd | tinge with it as the gold had not beedically opened,
much less perfectly. In that condition it cannategmore to its needy neighbor than it has itsélhdwever, it had
entered its mother's womb a second time in a gdoddemic manner and had been born again, it coave h
brought fruit a hundred fold, as Sendivogius exglsewrites in his Alegoria, at the end of his twelveatises. Many
indeed read it but the least number of them undedsit, believing that if only they could bring dahto a liquid
form, they would have a tincture. Yes they may wgell a tincture but it is no good, and the Artigt mot be able to
get rid of his hunger with it. Yes, he will in atidh be obliged to add of his own gold and losaui this work is
not for any poor fellow, as one does not obtaimadgmedicine with it.

But whoever hopes to get rich thereby is greatlstakien and is led astray. I, too, was struck i énior at the
beginning of my laboratory work and believed thesdived gold would immediately become the Philosegh
Stone - but what | did get is not worth boastingbEven so, | learned many a good thing fronyiekperience.
Nevertheless, it is not to be despised compleleiy.a rudimentary beginning and the proof that titansmutation
of metals is no poem, as many pretend, or thattiieé devil's work. They shout so much and so khalit the
transmutation that it would not be surprising # tlthole world had become deaf from it. This, howgigedone
without understanding, because they speak accotditigeir lights and believe that because theyatsucceed, it
is also impossible for others.

It is and remains indeed a genuine Art, whethergmoluknow it or not. | have seen with my own eyaistwo
different places, how to transform tin into gooddg@nd in great quantity. Once it was done by aglishman in
Salzburg, in my presence and that of a medicalodocmyself took the gold to the mint and had Dmaaade of it.
It was not only gold to all appearance, as the stphare used to make, but the stablest gold itest. After that, |
saw such gold in Italy, in a convent where a moaksmuted two pounds of lead into the best golthbgins of a
few grains of some red powder.

Whoever does not wish to believe those experiméatthjm read Hoghelande, Elias the Artist, ancecéhThen the
light will shine into his eyes, unless he has nesdike the moles. It is customary to say: Manustnae oculatae
sunt, credunt quod vidunt (Our hands have eyedalielve what they see). If one also does not belibese, | do
not know what advice to give, since Thomas saysséfe the marks of the nails, | will believe. Sany people
have seen it, and yet it is not believed. Suchragremust have a stubborn coarse donkey brairnwaiih looking
at a sincere Philosopher, far less speaking andeecsimg with him. The hide of ignorance stays onfrof those
fellows' eyes, and although we tell them ever $erothat so many proofs have been given at vaptaces - and
that that gold is still there at this moment - tivgl}f nevertheless say that it was not naturalwas done as a work
of the devil who, they say, did some bedazzlentlaos cheating people.

Yes, those fellows may well have been blinded leydévil, rendering them incapable of seeing whatdeos God
has put in Nature. And this objection is not vatltat God alone can change Nature. That is indeedaind will
remain true. To this one should reply that the d¥aphers do not alter Nature in the least, for thewould follow
that an ox would turn into a man, a man into a wadfhappens with the Laps through sorcery. Théyremove
the accidents of the metals to be transformediesdiffer not by species but solely by their aecits.



This is mighty thoroughly discussed in QuercetaBastra Aubertum. What is lacking in my treatises kind
reader may discover in that work. | only touch uptom truth in a few words and prove that the trantsion of
metals is true and has its foundation in Naturec@irse, | do not wish to force anyone to beliewe-rthe Art
remains true irrespective of whether you believié ar not - and by your not believing it is neithzalled over nor
destroyed.

Now then, as we do not deal expressly with it, wendt wish to stop further at this but return te process,
examining our potable gold more closely and sebg we can usefully apply it as a medicine. We alitio
consider how it can be separated without dangeibariberated from the strong fetters in whichattbeen caught.
As God has closed it so tightly, a mighty treasurest doubtlessly lie hidden in it, and to prevémtyes from
robbing it and causing damage with it, the Lord Gad preserved it so carefully, and it is rightijled Lillium

inter spinas (the lily among thorns).

In the vegetables (plants) there are no such gimeaes. Therefore they have no such strong fetExperience
shows that they rarely retain their powers mora thgear. Then their virtue evanesces, as mayéeis®ld seeds.
Then their multiplying power is extinguished, and!s corn never rises and brings fruit. Gold, howesaad the
higher minerals never suffer, and if gold wereigddr a thousand years in water-rotten earthpititel not lose any
of its power. Likewise Mercury. Acrid fumes do ratrm it much, but it passes through them like adrzero,
without detriment to its capability, not heeding/atanger. This cannot be said of any vegetablé&sb®me what it
may. It is solely the right key that is lacking dathis key is also the bride for whom one dancelso&Ver finds this
key must fervently thank Gold for it in his heaveey day, for he will posses everything his heaai/rdesire.

But returning to the author's crystalline-mineraiter, his key - it is prepared of vitriol and tartand with it he says
he opens the firm fetters of gold. There is propabimething to it, but it does not do the openlhgs far too weak,
it cannot enter the chamber where the treasurnelé®h but must stay outside. But this it does:akes the gold
very subtle and turns it into the very finest atpststhat it can thereafter be made potable arehiismous virtues
can be extracted. This is not done by the cryamllvater alone. There exist various other menstraahieve it, as
will be shown in the following process and my Nofékey will accomplish precisely what the autherater is
supposed to do, and this process does not reqgiireigh time in reverberating and digesting, consetiy will

save much expense. And you are not struck withomyauthor's process, especially as you have unddrgom
the discussion led until now that this is not tivedkof menstruum of which the Philosophers write.

| esteem them equally highly - you can use onenotheer - but nevertheless it cannot be deniedahatis better
than another. One is much easier, more akin to humature, and not so corrosive. The sharp corragirds mix
so much with the gold that they cannot easily meoneed, as | have already indicated. It happenedeanyself that
| could not remove them by any means except throadbction. f those menstrua | say that you shgultd and
beware of, for they spoil the good and turn a teiido a poison. Consequently, gold cannot be tahktenthe body
without danger, of which Penotus also reminds wbwearns us against, saying: If the gold solutianbe put or
dripped on silver, they must be red and not bladlich the common solutions nearly all are. Theyrareto be
despised or discarded, as Quercetanus also requiseas other chymists whom one should rightliofe.

| must relate that | recently saw some clear water friend's. It transformed filed gold - not dis®d in Aqua
Regis - into a bloodred liquid through a good diges After it stood in digestion for one monthetivater
disappeared and the gold rose in the glass asi¢ $ermented paste were rising, which was a pleasusee. When
it was given stronger fire afterwards, it settledvd again, and the glass looked as if some gofchieé laid in it.
Nothing rose anymore. It was fixed and stable. kisnid opened the glass and weighed it, it had as=d in weight
due to the menstruum. He poured some more of therwser it and set it back, closed, in digestibme gold
united again with it and was as red as blood arite reproof. When it was taken out, | took twars and put
them into a glass of warm wine. It dissolved venicgly and tinged the wine bloodred, which was aimgizo see.
The wine became somewhat sweet from it. | am obfhirion that if ever a right tincture was prepafen gold,
this was it.

| can truthfully say that during my lifetime | hageen much regarding the preparation of potable, goid have
also experienced as much myself as any man of mytag nothing more beautiful has come to my atianOne
could not notice any suspicion of any corrosivéhima menstruum, but it was quite pleasant in tadteost like wine
about to become somewhat "hard". Gold melts iikét butter near a fire or in the hot sun. Nor dittave any
White Earth in the solution, as the solutions fag imagistery generally do. It was a thick, rediticand finally a
powder, at first brownred, the bloodred. But wheiheould do anything in the transmutation of nigtdcannot
say, for | have not tried it, nor have | seeniédr y friend only gave me a little of it, whictafterwards used for the
sick - to my great astonishment, because it wascimly effective in extremely serious and dangsrsiagknesses.
But what kind of water this was and of what it detesd, the practitioner did not tell me at the tirhean quite
easily believe, however, that it must be made siitzstance closely akin to gold. | have concludedecause when



| put just one drop of this water in a silver spoibsoon resulted in a golden tincture, many haddimes more
beautiful than the rubedo (redness) or sulphuntifriony. Although the latter also tinges silvelisinot quite pure
but blackish-yellow. This one, however, was as @agd a goldsmith had gilded it, and yet the watas as clear
and white as crystal.

If, then, someone knew its prima materia, | belig\ee would not be far from the Universal Menstrysimce it
dissolves gold without any violence. This is a elateristic of a true philosophical menstruum, asd8egius and
others attest to, for like associates with likethAlgh he was otherwise my great friend, | couldpsrsuade him to
entrust me with the composition of this water. Whasked him about it, he always replied that | baedn enough,
and if | opened the eyes of intelligence justtelil would certainly find it and know what quéad it has. They
would show me if | was right or wrong. If | had megmart, | would secretly have made a projectiomytdf this
tincture was also effective in the tingeing of nietawould then have been sure that this wasrthe Menstruum
and Philosophical Mercury. But it is said: Cogibatés posteriores sapientiores, or God did not wento know it
yet but wants to be ever implored for it. It lo@dssif it were a mean thing but in truth it is threafest secret of all
Nature.

This | consider a sure potable gold, for nothing@sive was used in its preparation but everythiegt on quite
smoothly, and the solution and final coagulatiomenéke blood. Of course, one can find some sohgithat also
turn out red, but the menstruum used is somewtapsht is the reason why Angelus Sala was movea® in his
Aphorisms that it is impossible to change gold atiquid without a corrosive. This applies to girteceedings of
the common laboratory workers, but it does nobfalthat it is impossible to find in Nature a meansin capable of
dissolving gold without Violence and suspicion ofrosion and reverting it into the prima materiacBuse
Angelus Sala did not know or believe, should itéfiere not be true! It is not right of such a chghsimply to
make such a statement, for if | and someone els®tknow something, does it therefore follow tih@aoes not
exist in Nature?

Garzias ab hortis mentions in his Indian Obserwatithat the Indians have a water in which gold salten, so that
it can then be formed by hand into anything theshwiAfterwards it will again become hard as befareich is no
small wonder. He does not say, however, if it igtural water or one prepared artificially. Be thatit may, it
would seem that it could not be a corrosive wattrerwise the gold would not only become soft babuld in
addition not be thus manipulated by hand. What 8alla reply now?

| do not doubt that this water is prepared by But it is done from a substance that loves goldhasda special
affinity for it, or else it could not achieve suateat. Thus H.D. Laurenbergius also relates thdtrtows such a
water that gently melts gold without any suspiaidrzorrosives, like ice in hot water. If then thégrue - and there
is no doubt it is - it must certainly follow thatld, without Sala's objection - can be opened addced into its
prima materia without a corrosive. Whoever is enelddy God with so much good fortune that he canmptish
this, may well thank Him and be happy that he haf & treasure which cannot be paid with any amoigold,

for no sickness can be so severe that he canneitcand he will thus become a wonderworker thioitig

Aside from this unigque water, nothing can be fothat could accomplish this, no matter what it ibech be it spirit
of salt or wine - it does not do it. But this stebulot be understood as if | wanted to reject aparations of potable
gold. Not at all. This writing is only to indicatiat there are two dissolutions of gold. One isedquite gently and
without violence through melting, whereby the gisldo much dissolved that it can never again bagdinto a
Body. This is the philosophical, natural, and fdgndissolution. The other is done in various weyth different
menstrua and calcinations, by Mercury, Sulphuriouer salts, etc. It is called violent because golthereby not
changed into the prima materi but only into extrnfime atoms, and through them gold can againeoeiced.

Yet, aside from the Universal Menstruum, there skist other means to bring gold so far that it caver be
smelted into another Body. This has its speciaags, but it does not follow that gold has beemghbd into the
true prima materia. Even so, a fine medicine has made with it, as will be seen later in my Notensider it
highly and have also often used it to great adgpgnita my practice. One must take care, howevertmbé tempted
by the multiple processes, thus achieving no ntwaa & leprous gold calx and doing more harm tha gbhose
who do that would do much better to leave goldeage. Although they know and have read that gahdagos a
powerful medicine, they do not know how to dealwitproperly. If the shells can be removed andciie
extracted, one has an arcanum with which nothifgature can be compared, as has already been medtidoove
where it is written that gold is constituted in Bucway that it cannot be destroyed by any element.

But someone might here object: "I hear much tatk discussion about it, and you only open your mavitte but
do not put anything into it, or you want to wash trelt, but without wetting it. Therefore | canaahieve a right
preparation and am getting quite confused or euspisious, for the process of Poppius is boring@eture, and |
cannot trust other processes - of which one canarhthen find whole fodders - especially as | hiat the
dissolution is so hard to handle".



To this | reply: It is indeed true that many writtthings can be found in almost all books and tieatrtheless
hardly anybody can reach the desired goal, andriithe end effort, labor, and expenses are lesthave myself
experienced not once but frequently. Thus | hditsttput so much faith in Libavius that | believeis words were
nothing but Gospel truths. | worked according ® phocesses he had compiled but achieved nothinidpésowing
of effort and the reaping of misfortune. Even whéarnt myself several times, | did not want topshecause |
could not imagine that such a man could have writted published so many untested things - espgtiadause he
examined and severely censured other men's works.

What | found to be true, however, is very littledamy Vulcan (fire) would in no way go along withch precepts.
Therefore, | did not obtain enough to bring forttoase. Of such writers there are more. They vaitieer too
obscurely or in a veiled manner, so that even Qedgould not guess their meaning, or their procelsage only
sprung from their own brain and have never bededed his has spoiled many a natural talent anceddafrom
working in the laboratory. It would be better iethstopped writing.

So that the beginning laboratory worker and kiretlexr do not also waste work, time, and money,didg, Il will
here indicate a process which | have worked withomm hands and also found good for my patientsanyn
sicknesses. Just as in the following processel hati present anything that | have not performedelf, assisted
by my collaborators. | will honestly report whaethaccomplished in various diseases, hoping thatystudents
about to begin their practice will be greatly seibg it. | do not remember that similar book witlcs a method has
seen the light of day, for in the practice one &a@ what a specific medicine can do. Now we wikcped with our
process for making potable gold.

Take some of the best purified gold, as much aditeuhave a goldsmith laminate it very thin, thenner the
better. Cut it as big as a Thaler (old coin like Bollar), the cut round pieces from a stag's astis big and thick
as half a Thaler, take a cement can no wider thaipieces of antlers or half a Thaler, so that tmypieces fit in.
One can also make it of good clay, as one pledddke bottom of the can put one finger's widttsahd or
gypsum, which is better. On it put a piece of astlepon that a piece of your gold, above it aganiece of antlers,
then again gold. Put everything layer upon layetha chymists say, till the can is full or tillydave used all your
gold. Again, put gypsum upon it till the can istguiull, close the can with good lute, let it dilyen set it in a
medium strong cementing fire, at first very genttegn finally so strong that the can will well gldar one hour or
four. Let it cool, open the can, and you will fitiee gold calcined almost flesh-colored.

This work must be repeated three times. The golldo@come quite soft and can be pounded and rubted. mix

it with calcined antlers and reverberate it on petiut not too strongly, for a whole day. The geit turn almost
the color of bricks. Then it is correctly and wedlicined, and you may be sure that you cannot bettar
calcination. It will become so subtle that it casiéy be used in medicines for several sicknessdg®mut any further
preparation, for this calx is sweet and not conteat@id by any corrosives.

Upon this beautiful pure calx pour the followingepared menstruum. It will extract its tincture ifea hours like
blood, leaving its metallic slime behind. Pour thenstruum off, pour fresh one upon it till all béttincture is
extracted and nothing but a dead earth is left.idlthiat to be thrown out, because it has a sppoiakr for drying
and cleansing all discharging damages, so thattitbalall the sooner. Distill your menstruum dowrdtyness
through sand, and a purple-colored tincture willdfein the glass. Upon that pour a good spiritvirfe. How that is
to be correctly prepared will be found further arttie Treatise on Tartar. Better, use some quiatessof salt.
How to make that will also be taught under it®titbet it closed to digest and it will extract &yerer tincture.
Distill the spirit of wine to half, and you will ka a wonderful potable gold. Or, if you pour soréntgssence of
salt over it, you can leave it such as, withoutilflizy it and use it as a medicine, because temrse of salt is by
itself a fine medicine, also without gold, as wailso be shown in its proper place.

Even if this potable gold is one of the best kititkre are and does its share with glory in markngisses, it can
still be processed higher, so that one grain actishgs more than ten do otherwise. Although théppration looks
bad, it is quite philosophical, and as can be sge@s not contain anything corrosive. Neither S4ércury nor
Sulphur is added to this calcination, and althoitigghsaid that the volatile salt of stag's anti@arbonate of
ammonia) calcines gold, it is true but is no halmfurosive. By itself it is a wonderful poison+inating
medicine, which can be taken into the body withmartm or damage. In addition, it does not mix withdgn such a
way as to stay with it, as the corrosive spirieswant to do - which may be seen by its taste agidhw - but the
glowing disappears, leaving the gold behind put@mly calcined. | am of opinion that a better gstion cannot
be found in the common works than this. Therefoseudent may follow it quite assuredly, providedkhews just
a little of how to deal with the fire, so as notake it too hot and smelt the gold into a Bodydfdid, all his work
and trouble would be lost. If he prevents the smglthe has already won, and thereafter the sulesequork will
proceed without trouble and hindrance.



How this potable gold is to be heightened in itsudg, | will also show. Whoever cares, can doétwill not regret
it. Although it requires some time, it is yet a wenful work and help in need. Therefore the phgsisican see
hereby how sincerely | am operating and that | dichide the manipulations needed to obtain suclkedicine or, as
others do, withhold what is most necessary and kéept about it.

Take therefore 1 Ib. of the best purified live Manc(how it has to be prepared will subsequentbp dle indicated
in its chapter), pour over it 1 Ib. of the besttifead oil of vitriol, let it digest closed till ta Mercury is altogether
dissolved. Distill the oil from it quite stronglyd finally give it so much fire that it can subliteaip, then it will
rise very white and crystalline. Some black fecdkhe left at the bottom of the glass. Pour thoffeas they are
good for nothing, remove the sublimate, put it bisch retort and pour the oil of vitriol over itetit dissolve again,
and when this is done, again distill the oil ofaitd sublimate the Mercury. It will rise even mbeautifully than
before. You must repeat this work till the Mercappears bright, transparent, and clear as cryidtah it is well
prepared for this purpose.

Now take 2 Lots of it, and 1 Lot of the previougulid or potable gold, mix them well, enclose thegether in a
phial,set that in a vapor fire, and in 20 daysnast 25 days, it will turn quite black and lookdiknelted pitch.
Thereafter set it in ashes or sand, and it willooee grey-white-yellow and finally red like blooddatransparent
like a ruby. Thus you will get a medicine like whithere is none better in virtues, and it is a papacea for use in
almost all sicknesses, especially where strengtgsired. It does its effect without any discorhfond almost
through imperceptible perspiration, as will be shawthe description of its operation.

After the calcination of the gold, I thought of @esial menstruum. Now | will also show you howsitd be
prepared to make the work and the process pelfeldpends on the best manipulation, and this iatughto be
done: Take a good amount of boy's urine, disttlh ihalf, pour away what is left, and put the det again in a
retort. Again distill it to half, and do this wotkree times. With the subtle spirit a beautifudngparent, shining salt
will rise. Rinse all the salt with the spirit outtbe alembic, weigh this spirit, mix it with tharme amount of the
best spirit of wine, let it gently putrefy togetHer 8 days, then distill it, and you will have amderful menstruum
for all metals, minerals, and precious stones. \Wiih you can obtain the true tincture of gold.

Do not believe that you will get a better and sy@cess in authors, though they talk a lot abioand every small
shopkeeper praises his goods. Finally you will néetess discover for whose benefit their singsgdriou must not
ask or doubt if this process works or not. You haveady heard from me that | do not want to waitgthing that
my eyes have not seen or my hands have not wofitieetddo not take these processes from mute basksany
have done. | wish to make a gift to and serve théysng youth with what Vulcan (fire), has given mriting is

no art nowadays, but to invent processes and vigréin in the fire is difficult, and it often hapethat one must
say, "of that we could not think". If now thereoise who does not learn anything by my labors, Hleuwderstand
and learn it much less from other writings, let timassured of that.

We must now also explain how and for what this aghkdicine is to be used, and how we can appdy it t
advantage. First, this potable gold is a spedéadure and arcanum for keeping the human body rinany
sicknesses. It greatly strengthens the heart dspiats. Administer 5 grains of it in water atoro temperature. It
goes through the body like smoke and preserves ifhat it can be kept from all possible sicknesifidbe end of
life. It is truly a great blessing of God not hayito spend one's life on the sickbed. Wealthy peepbuld have it
specially prepared for them to assure them of deadth in addition to their wealth. Of what use i&tbes and
property to a man if he is sick, lame, and in badlth, and does not enjoy either food or drink Ayl fuealth is
better than all wealth. Whoever despises thosed@selespises God's goodness, for God has notredyed
money and properties for the sustenance of mahdsualso given the medicines, so that man migbelter
equipped for his profession. But | know many whauldarather hang themselves than spend 100 Thaletkdir
health, and they are living so miserably that theyof no use either to themselves or to otharsnsider this a
great punishment of God.

For example, | have known some rich sows in thisty who said that they would rather be sick thaar.
Although they were rich enough, they did not getraah enjoyment from their wealth that they cowdd @ne
morsel with delight in a full quarter of a yearchase of their sicknesses. Oh! May God preserdmussuch
"hospital wealth!" | would rather guard cows thaad such a miserable life with so many riches,esimeman
knows that he must finally leave all his belongihgse, being unable to take anything along with fiom this
world. They must be fools, yes, maniacs, to hawh shioughts. The body has indeed been createa iikdness of
God. Although money and assets are also a graaifgifod, the body is yet more than all that ansl traly been
created for the purpose of being maintained arsgkofing our fellowman with it. Whoever then wardsend his life
in good health till God calls him, can achieveyitthis arcanum and frequent praying to God.



It is a special medicine for the stroke which itpseenormously. It does not put the physician @nsé, unless the
stroke affected the heart immediately and finisihe@therwise, if there is still a little hope Ieit does its work
amazingly well.

| tried it for the first time on a noblewoman inlfém, Austria, and found it to be good. There livvedoble widow
who had a sanguinary complexion and was full-blao&he fainted at dinner, fell over, let hands fead flop
down, and began a death rattle. Her attendantisaivittwas a stroke. Just at that time there washysician in
town, and as | had some business with Herr von &&reguWalde - which is located not far from the moRolten -
the patient's servant at once came there and &skedson Greuss for advice. She immediately lefige the
widow, and | accompanied her.

When we arrived, we found that she was lying tlvdthout consciousness and movement, rustling altitne. |
opened her mouth with a wooden instrument and poswene of the potable gold into her in some watdifies of
the valley. | sat her upright and gave her the dos® more, seeing to it that she kept it downgchviwas the case.
Meanwhile, | had her rubbed very strongly with tésvéfter about half an hour she moved her eyédt that the
spirits were ready to return and put some sneqmingler made of lilies of the valley and tobacco inér nose
through a quill. all at once she began to sneedeopened her eyes, but she could not yet recogmyene, nor
could she speak. | now took some teriac, mixedth & few drops of this potable gold, and afteriaggening her
mouth with the instrument, | coated her upper gaédth it. This | did once every half hour, andgralmost the
whole night went by. Toward morning | again gave &@rops in water of lilies of the valley. Thereafshe
became alive again, in one instant so to spedkeaturprise of all present, although she had teolifting her
arms. | put some more teriac on her palate andesparvein for her in the morning. Her blood washsck that it
could hardly get out of the vein. She felt incregby better and also began to speak. | had theviitlg decoctum
made for the external members and had her rubbibditwi

Antistroke

decoction Rx. Rad. Aaronis

Pyrethri

Enulae camp. a. j Lot.

Urticae minor, ji Lot.

Castorehi

Myrrhae rub.

Mastichis an. j. Lot.

Aloe succtrinae, ji. Lot.

Piperis longi, jii.

Rosimarini

Salviae acut. an., ji. Lot.

Flor. Lavendul., ji. Lot.

Bacc, Juniperi

Sem. Erucae an. ji. Lot.

| had these boiled for her in white wine and hadarens and legs vigorously rubbed with it. She veced thus her
health in three days and lived thereafter haleteadthy for a few more years. | had to leave orghi@e doses of
this potable gold with her which she was goingaefkas a special treasure and use only in caseasfiency.
Afterwards, everybody wanted to know with what dtwred this dangerous sickness. | could tell ofensaich
cures, but one is enough. | only relate this torshinat potable gold can do and how it was appkedhat a
practitioner can do the same in a similar casesasn$pecial circumstances require a different piree It is
therefore not without reason that | describe apdntethe circumstances so carefully.

If one requires a strong tonic in epidemic diseasash as in pestilential and spotted fevers,ntlmathis potable
gold, for it not only strengthens the heart powkyflut also drives the poison out through pergjora Thus it
cleanses all the blood of infection, as | have egpeed in many places with many persons. Wheniire &nd July
of 1613 there was a strong outbreak of the pestileiever in Morea, also called Peloponnesushetown of
Modon and other places, including Candia, and pebphuently died of it, | and my travelling comjxars
survived and preserved ourselves from that poistmtiis potable gold. | have also cured many Twukgis
sickness, which afterwards was greatly to my achgmin the course of my peregrinations in orieplates.
Because of it, | received good recommendations foamplace to another, so that | could promote laged
travels and finish them the sooner, as | was niyt @scorted safely but also made some honest miheegby.
Whoever, therefore, is infected with such a comtagidisease, let him not wait but take 7,8,9, daojphis potable
gold in some spirit of citrus fruit. It will immediely cause the perspiration to flow and bring pegadhe heart. As



a prevention, take 5 drops early in the morning.eosm week, and thereupon perspire a little. Thdwe lvave no
spirit of citrus fruit may take it in a little wine

It is an excellent remedy for palpitations and obéis, which mostly trouble young girls. Nothingtee can be
found in Nature, as it does away with the compfainta few days. Some time ago, | cured a youri@§it4 years
in Leipzig. She was so greatly troubled by thiksess that she could no longer walk through hemrdalid not
give her more than 3 doses of 6 drops each timextiiact of balm.

Her symptoms disappeared, her menses occurredhasidhe recovered her health. It is an excelkEmedy for
activating the menses. To such persons one giwesgdhys before the New Moon, 5,6,7,8 drops iregidxtract of
balm or extract of saving (red cedar, juniperndtessary, the body can be cleansed with the corpomgatives.
To do this, there is nothing better than the follaywills. As a special arcanum, they remove th&trolstions of the
uterus, and not many like them can be found.

SPECIAL PILLS

FOR THE MENSES

Rx.Extract. ex Baccis Lauri

Sabinae

Flor. Centaur. min.

Calendulae an. ji. Lot.

Salis Melissae

Sabinae an. j. Lot.

Olei Sabinae j. Lot.

Borrac. Vener jii. Lot.

Croci orient.

Mass. pil. Aloe phang. ji. Lot.

fiat massa pilularum cum oleo cinamoni. (for thiéspi

Of this one gives morning and evening one scruplanie go, at the usual time. This composition i®nemended
for everybody. Following this, one gives the potapbld. It is said that wealthy women have thesedveana in
their family medicine-chest, enabling them to prevaany a misfortune. It is indeed put so cleadfobe their eyes
that they cannot go wrong.

In the case of a difficult birth, | know nothingttes. It does not only accelerate the living bistt also the still birth
and the afterbirth. At this one might be surpridegshw it happen in 1612 with a Countess in Sty8tae had been in
labor for three days and as a result was exhauBtedchild in her was dead, and everybody expdwtedo give up
the ghost. Her husband did not spare any meanisioimd myself about the same time at the Inn af thcality
and heard how everybody lamented and felt sorryhferCountess | opened my travelling medicine-caedtsent
her 10 drops by the innkeeper's wife, to be takdn io a little wine. As soon as she had takeslig was in labor
pains again, although they had already stopped letetp. After about a quarter of an hour, the balayg born and
the afterbirth followed. Thus the woman was keptealHer husband soon came to me at the inn, askingas the
man who had sent something to drink to his wifsitl yes, and he asked me to do him the favorigfhdrhome
with him, as he wanted to show his gratitude to Amel as my advice was further required, | was readyive it.

| drove to his home with him and spent the nigletréh | was taken to the woman in childbed. Shessaseak that
she could not speak. | gave her 9 more dropsittleaMalvasian (wine) and ordered her to be képha during the
night, though care should be taken that she didleep too deeply. She rested very well and gewthen she
awoke toward morning, she asked for me. | wentetoamd she thanked me, saying that next to God Ihealife's
extension. She begged me to stay with her for elgis, but as my travels did not permit it, | exaisyself. Then
she pulled a diamond ring from her finger and gat@ me. Her husband, with great thanks and jewarded me
very generously, and | stayed there for anothdrdeal. The Countess was feeling fine, and so | gvasiously
allowed to leave and also acquired - let theredenvious talk about it - a famous reputation. Myne has become
honorably known in all Austria, where physicians aomewhat more highly esteemed than in this cpuntr

For cancer it is a powerful remedy, as it takesittfrom the center to the circumference, provided does not wait
too long before it spreads into all the veins amdades them. If it reaches that stage, we canoje tfor a cure, but
if it has not got the upper hand, it can well beeduwith this medicine. Thus, in 1619, | had astent a wealthy
woman who had previously tried many things. | atged for three months but it did not help her, dat the
remedies which had done much for others - they watbia vain. Therefore | proposed to make potajukl for her,
as | knew no other remedy for her cure. She wasthlat | could suggest yet another remedy and pedcto this
end 5 Lots of fine gold. | prepared it accordindhe prescribed process and gave her 5 dropstiteanarm wine
three times a week. But she had to perspire a éfter each time she drank it, as it is a diapfene (perspiration-
inducing) all by itself, even without any other mea



When had taken the potable gold for some timegiatly purified her blood, so that it became nathde: the cancer
did not eat further all around as it did when skeduthe other medicaments. It stood still and etkap. Likewise,
the woman's pain became less day after day. Ooutséde | only put Sal Saturni (salt of lead) inTihe pain
stopped altogether, but the cancer did not disappéte so fast. She, however, did not pay anynétie to it but
moved about as she pleased, taking care of heeholdsas before. She had no further complaintséaend of her
life and lived after this cure for six more yedsfe was a woman 46 years of age.

This cure should be well remembered, for most ghgss consider cancer incurable. But why is it aered
incurable? Not because of actual malice or a défigtte medicine, but only because of the phys&iziness.
They do not wish to prepare those medicines, ddeishown further in another place.

In the same year, in Leipzig, | cured a wealthy rafhis dizzy spells. he could not safely go dowsta without
someone walking next to him and holding him firrtdyprevent him from falling. This was so seriouatthe once
fell from his chair. Because of his frequent dizdg he was afraid of a stroke. To him | also ghigeptotable gold,
but only once a week, and | prescribed for himlatem with which he had to wash his head once yeght days.
After the washing, | also prescribed for him a badswhich he had to rub on the upper spinal corth temples, his
nose and nape. In this way he was cured of thime&s with the help of God, at the age of 55. Tihetien,
however, was prepared as follows:

Rx. Rad, paeoniae

Caryophylat.

Zedoriae an. j. Lot.

Flor. primulae veris

Lavendulae

Tiliae

Anthos

Rosar. rub. an. ji. Lot.

Fol. majoren.

Rosis marin.

Melissae

Lauri

Salviae an. j. Lot.

Thuris opt.

Succiniam j. Lot

Everything to be boiled into a lixiviate.

With this he had to wash his head and quickly tdagain at a coal fire.

The balsam was prepared from the following oils aseld as written above:

Rx. Olei Mosch. per expression, facti jii. Lot.

destill. Bensoini

Caryophyll. an. ji. Lot.

Rosar.

Cinnamoni

Citri an. ji. Lot.

Majoran

Rutae

Succini albi an. ji. Lot.

Moschi

Ambrae gris. an. ji. Lot.

Ladani opt. jii. Lot - to be mixed according to the to prepare the balsam.

This balsam cannot only be used to great advaritaigbzzy spells but also for strokes and otheioserhead
disorders, as will be further reported in anotHace.

If you wish to use this potable gold for the maiatece of your health, take 8 drops within 14 days perspiration-
inducing liquid, and perspire somewhat thereaftas. always better perspire a little after takihg medicine than
to use it such as without anything else, for inative the blood is cleansed and everything impsieiminated
with the perspiration. Children, however, must talenly once in 4 weeks, and only 3 drops in ooelgkewise
those who are over 50 years of age. Those whovare6® can use it once in 14 days, because ingddad
moistures collect which must be driven out. In thiésy man can be kept hale and healthy to his [ast.h

| knew a winegrower in Croatia. That man was 13&ry®ld, at least, as he told me, and looked likeepne about
60. He had a grandson whom | also saw, aged 72.yidaradmitted that as long as he could remembbkatieever



been sick, because he still tended to his vineyiartiss great age, was hoeing there, and did allairk as well as a
youngster, and not even one finger was hurting herelated to me many stories of the Turks whiath taken
place in Croatia, and the man had such a remarkadteory that | could not wonder enough at it. leststvhat was
the reason that he had grown so old and had albess in good health. He told me he had some ednithvine dug
up on a special mountain, that he was taking ahpiriét every morning in a tablespoon of brandyd &mat that had
kept him so long - in addition to God. He showebime. It was red as blood and like grease artksin one's
fingers. | took it to be sealed or Lemnian eartsaar fat (axungia Solis), as there were variouremin the same
locality.

As | had no time to go myself to the mountain with man - for it was a good two miles away - nay\far from
the Turkish fortress of Petrinja - | could not abtany of it to take along with me to test it testa Solar Spirit
(Spiritus Solis) was hidden in it. But it must unditedly have been a solar spirit, else it wouldhaote had such
power. And this was especially noteworthy: If taagth was put in brandy, it melted almost compyeieit. It is
sure that Hungary and the kingdoms belonging ad been especially rich in various goldish orasd it is almost
everywhere - but they cannot all be cultivated thuhe Turkish danger. | had seen in Sohl thafTtimds had
invaded the country and taken away with them o0@érrainers, men and women. One hears of that evemngnih
the Walachia and in the Croatia, and in those gl#oere still lies hidden a great treasure. Whengsis to
Macedonia and Thrace, especially around Philippam, can find the terra sigillata (sealed eartiwaaibus places
in different colors, red and white, which are alsed by the Turks for various sicknesses. | mysalt collected
some of it and brought it back with me to Germdrdo not relate these stories without a speciadarafor they
prove that there is a special power in the solait g gold for maintaining life, strengthening éduncreasing the
vital spirits, thus obtaining the desired healtheflefore Geber says not unjustly: In the Sun aeds#it of Nature is
everything. Now enough said of this for this tiriiée will proceed further to other preparations.

Joannes Agricola -Treatise on Gold
Chapter 3.

Back to Agricola page

Chapter 3.
Oil of Gold Prepared in the Common Way.

Gold purified through antimony, 1 Lot. Dissolvarito a gold-colored oil in a circulated oil of salYhen the gold is
totally dissolved, pour oil of wine over it, nottikommon one obtained from tartar but that whidigslled from
the best wine which still has its mother and |8éss done, the oil of gold will in one moment beanged into a
blood red olil, like a beautiful transparent rubyviNadd to it 6 Lots of good spirit of wine to onarpof this oil, set
it in mild ashes, put a well luted alembic on itdregin distilling, at first gently, finally stroeg The gold will rise
bloodred over the alembic, giving off a lovely hestNow it is prepared.
NOTE
This process may well be short but it has manyadiffies in it. It is not so easy to tinge as mamjieve and as the
words look because it requires two strong requsiteamely, the circulated salt-oil and oil of wined it takes a
great deal of trouble and work before the oil ofigvis made. The author has not indicated howtdt ke prepared,
but in the treatise on tartar he has written alfottowever, it is just as little the correct orethat of which he
warns us in this process. But | have added the pogparation, obtained by my experience, whichlmafound in
my Note, where the kind reader can look it up. isimot be made from the feces of the wine, astitigor
indicates, but from the purest wine, if anythingdas to be done with it, as experience teachestheopure oil of
wine mixes with the wine. That which is made of thees of wine, however, may well mix with it butibes not
take its essentials over the retort. Whether thia bight solution, | let everybody see for himself
What has just been said of the oil of wine alsdiapgo the circulated oil of salt. If the goldtesbe rightly opened,
it must be the circulated quintessence of the-dalt how it is to be prepared, the author doesnmibitate here
either; although he has a description of the olalf under that title, it is also bad and accaydoxthe common
manner. | have added a preparation taken from myexperience, which can also be found there.



But in order to make the process soon availableytailed, to a beginner, | have not spared theredff adding it
also here. If anything were perhaps lacking in plaee, he could find the discrepancy compensateddther. It
takes a lot of industry and time to get it right. ake it right, however, the process must be darfellows:

Have a retort made for you that has a tube atalo& bf the bottom. It must be quite narrow beloemewhat wider
above. Fill it completely with stone-salt, suchisbewn in the mountains of Salzburg, Austria, Bn8tyria. Wall it
in a furnace, lute a receiver in front but makenalé hole between the joints with a quill, to giva@ir when the
spirits move. Now give fire per degrees till thé Saws in the retort like water, which you cansédg notice. Then
let a few drops of water drip inside through thigets; and the salt spirits will soon rise, peneatgatorcibly into the
receiver. Now you must give them some air throdghamall holes but close them up soon again, andwiil
move all the quicker, and it is so nice to see. Yaust continue doing this till all the salt changée spirit. Take
all the spirit and rectify it to remove the phlegma

Of this spirit take 1 Ib., add to it as much melsadt, knead it under potter's clay and turn i ilittle balls. Let them
dry in the air and distill them trough a retort,ji@sustomary. You will obtain a beautiful yellowegn spirit. Take
the caput mortuum (death's head) out of the rgtorider it, and lixiviate the salt from it with lalvarm rain water,
filter and coagulate it, dissolve it again and adatg it. You must repeat this till the salt hasdrae as beautifully
transparent as crystal and flows like wax.

Add it to the spirit and let both well unite in tHegestion. Now you have a fine spirit of salt tHegsolves gold
rightly and liquifies it. Aside from doing this, i also a good spirit for use in medicine, anddtwmon spirit can
never equal its performance. True, it requires aflavork but it pays the effort well, as everyomko uses it in
such work will see for himself. The gold calx walso become as beautifully brown as if it had besdained for
some time with Mercury and Sulphur.

Thomas Kessler of Strasbourg also indicates anfiaener of making the spirit of salt with bellowsi€&has to have
a retort made of good clay. It must have a tulibeaback into which the bellows are directed, talde the wind to
get directly into the center of the retort, drivithg spirit into the receiver. True, it is a finege of workmanship,
but does not yield much. The retort must strondywfor three hours before one begins with thedvedl. | tried it,
but when | saw that it would not yield much, | disl follows:

| had a retort made with two tubes, one in theareand one bellow at the bottom, as the figure shdrough
tube (a) | let the water drop in as indicated i pinevious process, and quickly closed the holédtpr that, |
directed the bellows into tube (b),and as soomasold water had dripped inside, | worked thedvedl An
observer would have had great fun seeing how fretyueand wonderfully the spirits ran into the reesi and of
what colors they were. It all goes fast, but thiolmes must be glued to the tube to prevent thetsgiom running
out backwards. Therefore, it must be fitted witlrag iron tube at the beak, so that it does nohbtihe furnace
must also be arranged accordingly, to let the atio& out far enough. Likewise that which is supgabto stick out
above. In this way things will go very well. Itp®ssible to prepare a good amount in one day, kedae air of the
bellows does not permit the spirits to fall dowraiag to be united again with the Body, as happémsrwise. For
they must go - but the receiver must be big enoaghklse it is not without danger, as anyone veBily agree. For
if the spirits force their way out and do not fiedough room, they break the receiver, as happeneyself, not
knowing that they are so violent and push almdast the spirit of tartar.

If someone cannot work this process of the spfriadt for lack of the right instruments, and yaiul need it, let
him take 1 Ib. of crushed salt and 2 Ibs. of costidmix them well together and distill them in t@emmon way
through a retort. He will also obtain a good sphiit it must be well rectified once or three tinesid it if its feces.
He can also use it in the dissolution of the Ssrpw author would have it.

The reason why | here describe the spirit of satd many ways is so that the laboratory workenbeucted how
important the menstrua are. Often a single bad podation hinders a great work, and those who wilyaise a
common spirit of salt, as the distillers sell, with doubt work in vain and achieve nothing usdfus the same with
the oil of wine whose preparation, as already nosetil, you will find further on. The better the witiege more
wonderful the oil will be. You can use Spanish wamal will obtain all the more, as experience hagliame. But
his you must take careful note of: If you haveitiést once, you must repeat it once or several girnidnen you will
get a good medicament, for the often repeated psatens the work into a subtle medicine.

When you have driven all the gold over the alempid,it in a cold place for some time, such asa cellar, and in
time beautiful transparent crystals, like rubiesl sprout. You can take those out with a woodeim phtongs, and
dry them on paper. There are very few of themha®ibdy does not all rise in one go over the alenitherefore
the Death's Head can be taken out, reverberatédswiphur flowers, and the gold calx will becoméepure. Pour
again some spirit of salt of salt and oil of wineepthat, and proceed as before. The entire Botimally rise
over the alembic. More will be reported on thisuabther place when we will deal with other preparat



These crystals still have another advantage: Takepart of them, add 3 parts of Mercury of Satytino. purified,
set it together in sand in a phial and give itadgiated fire. Mercury will precipitate in a shame, and it will not
only result in a fine medicine but also in a sangdlgold, so that you can see with your own eyas ttie Mercury
of lead can thereby be turned into gold. It cahezibe melted with borax or melted and assayetidygtuipel with
lead. Thus you will certainly find that it is no pty talk, although some would deny that it is agfrét might well
be so, as the crystals made of gold can againdeht back into a Body and provide a gold proois Basy to
answer this by first observing the weight of thgstals, then that of the added Mercury and thegrexpgold. In
this way you will see if you have an excess or hatm of opinion that there will be some, but It say that it
will be of great importance in regard to all castsurred, because it does cost something to preparklercury of
lead. Thus, these crystals also do not just clitteg yet one can nevertheless prove therebyithatpossible to
make a transmutation without the Universal Tinctihoever wishes, can try it, he will not work iair, nor will
he lose much thereby, and the gold will turn outegbeautiful, more beautiful than that from therigarian mines,
of which | once had 3 ounces together.

Nor is this oil of gold to be despised, because d@f great usefulness in medicine if properly @gghl Whatever |
have learned, | will reveal. It may well be thaterts have also tried it for other sicknesses, biave mostly used
this composition for the French disease (venerisakbde), when it strongly drove the poison outugho
perspiration, thus healing the infected persons.

First | tried it on a scholar who had a trainingaal not far from Vienna in Austria. He was notisiéd with
Germany but devoted himself to the French. ("ThrenEh" was the name given to syphilis). He had aequt from
a French "putain”, or whore. He already had it highest degree: his hair was falling out, boéise out on his
temples, spots were also on his thighs, and whatglier symptoms there are in such an infectialid tell him
that | was willing to cure him, but that it woul@ lat great expense as the infection had alreadynaed so far. The
woman with whom he was living offered to assumetadi costs, if only he could be restored to goathel
thought they were sleeping together, and it lodkethe as if she were also infected, but she didaptanything
about it. | prepared this oil of gold for him, akdd received enough money for it, and gave himofsla day in one
dose, in some spirit of Lighum Sanctum (holy woddiade him perspire to dryness in a bathroom,vameh he
had done this for four days, he got a rash ovebbdy like the rind of a birchtree. He was veryyugl look at, as
his blood was totally infected. | continued fordalys, and it drove the disease out of his body rfeostidably.
Then | made him take a bath in the following sa@lnti2 Ibs. of sulphur, 4 Ibs. of salt, 1 Ib. oftéar All this had to
boil strongly in a kettle with water, till the wateas quite whitish. In that he bathed four timgken the dirt fell
off him and he became quite clean and healthy.

When children contract smallpox or the measleg; tamnot be helped by any better remedy than thaf gold,
giving them once, twice, or three times each tinggaps in a tablespoon of lentil broth. It will sodrive them out
and off the heart, so that they are rid of thersésls in a few days.

Against dizzy spells it is likewise a wonderful exiient. With it | cured two wealthy persons in arshime, one a
man, the other a woman, both belonging to the iglaf Thuringia. | did not give them more than gs in a
spoonful of swallow-water, continuing thus for l1ayd. Externally, | had their temples rubbed withlengrease.
Their dizziness disappeared, and one has to-dateotioed anything of it in them.

Nasal polyps are chased away very quickly, agditdoing for a noble young lady in 1630. She wasitly troubled
with it. | first put some spirit of Nieri on it uihiwas everywhere sorely corroded, although it s@® enough by
itself, greatly hindering her breathing and spegkiifter that, she had to coat it every morning aadning with
this oil, and it may well have still other virtuesmedicine. But because | have no experiencedhrégard, | cannot
give a true report on it. The kind reader will haode content with the experiments | have related.

With this oil | still did something else: | took erQuentlein (1.66 gr.) of it, added to it 3 Quentkail or tincture of
sweet antimony and congealed it in a phial to edj>darkred powder, which took four weeks. Finhtjave it a
very strong fire and it flowed together in a gldsemoved it, pulverized it, and used it in maigkeesses. It also
did its share amazingly well and was almost ligmaacea.

| wanted to know if | could also put a golden-yallooat on Luna (silver) in aquafort. | beat thexaddwn and
edulcorated it, then added some of this medicimesatit in a gradation fire. The Luna calx turedwnred in 8
days, and red oildrops were hanging in the phialvalihe matter. | congealed it still longer, theps vanished, and
everything became red. On the very day | intendddkKe it out, the imperial invasion took placetNoly was the
glass smashed but | was robbed of all my medics®#hat | cannot tell whether or not it would hagsulted in
something. Someone who has this medicament in stoakld test it, he cannot lose much by doing smn lof
opinion that it would turn into something, espdyiblecause the ferment had been united to and etedy&vith the
tincture of antimony. But | do not wish to be tlause that everybody embarks on goldmaking, bedaunygself



cannot do it. | only say that Nature is wonderfuher works. Whoever reflects on them may well sirzally
discover a secret. Often a bad and mean thingchasish in it that nobody would believe it.

Joannes Agricola -Treatise on Gold
Chapter 4.
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Chapter 4.

Another Process for the Preparation of Oil of Gold

Take purified gold, 2 Lots; quick silver, 8 Lotsakk of them an amalgam such as goldsmiths make t&yiag to
gild. Put this ground gold in a leather and drydéksilver off it. The () will be left in the &her like a white
mass or dough. Put it in a crucible or cupel, mixith three times as much sublimated sulphur, getrthe cupel in
a reverberating furnace till the sulphur and thecwey disappear completely and the gold is lethie cupel like a
brown powder. This gold is as fluffy as a spong#.iPin a glass, pour over it some oil of vitriathich has been
united with the White Swans, thereafter distitiitoil over the alembic. This oil must then be ifessd with spirit of
wine, strengthened by its oil. In this way one atso obtain a beautiful red oil.

NOTE

In this formula the author again shows us anothecess for making potable gold. Although he doeadauk in
processes, they are deficient in so far as goldatathereby be made truly potable. If there islgext under the sun
with which many processes have been undertakengdld; and if there is one by which less has been
accomplished, it is precisely gold. Therefore mhaye been induced to even bar gold from medicinttise
have not acted intelligently, for what fault i©ftthe pure and good gold that it is treated somgly? It would
rather do away with such processes than it mushiub be tortured so badly as the daily works smoave than
enough. These Laboratory workers err all togethéhé sole key for opening its hard locks and fsftfor many
works disclose an uncertain foundation. Howeverngtihere is no foundation, how can a stable hbeagmuilt?

| remember a funny dreamer in Leipzig who pretenithetl gold, which is a pure fire, could not be ogebpr made
potable except by another pure fire. In so saymgvhs not wrong, and it is so in truth. But | asked what he
understood by the fire that was to dissolve gole .ditl not wish to tell me but said that it wasre that only lights
but does not burn. Now | well remembered that Resas also wrote of such a fire, but whether thafucher
understood what was meant by it, | doubt very mémhin such a fire the angels and good spiritsadse
transformed.

| asked where he hoped to get this pure fire. Nomas difficult to get him to talk. Once | triedtag drunk,
thinking that the wine was a sure betrayer of msagrets. It worked, and when he had become drushkratiful,
he let the art out of the bag and said that it m@sther than the wil-o'-the-wisps, that they waweh a pure fire. |
would have loved to laugh at it but could not lehtsee what | thought till | had learned all hisrsts. | also
wanted to know how to catch them, but he did netwid disclose this secret to me. But | did natkhather than
that this art would burst my stomach with laughter | already had the will-o'-the-wisps in my stach and they
wanted to get out again. | could not imagine thatdld fool was serious, but he insisted solenifihen | thought
how God could let a man fall down so much thatdwgldimagine such absurdities. All that | found eand that
was also the reason why he had been called wilieWwisp-catcher during his lifetime. | have methpather
strange dreamers but none like him - but | cannotkif he ever caught a will-o'-the-wisp.

We must also examine the author's process. Man thary little of it, as the () must be amalgandatéth

Mercury and calcined with Sulphur. For they say Marcury robs gold of its inherent moisture andttih becomes
subsequently all too dry owing to its reverberatidth the Sulphur. Whether this is true or not,ill imdicate in the
proper place, It may very well be that this caltimis not of very great benefit to medicine, fdtether it is due to
the fact that Mercury robs gold of its moisturaill not dispute. So, it cannot be highly considkbecause of this,
but the whole process appears suspect to me, laglgblVe the author has never worked it himselfahieved
potable gold by it.

He wants to dissolve the gold with oil of vitriakd drive it thereby over the alembic, which gives much to think
about, because the corrosive oil of vitriol doesdissolve gold in such a way that it rises withver the alembic. It



is evident and requires no proof that the corrosiVef vitriol fixes all volatile spirits and makehem stable,
including sulphur, which becomes so fixed by itttha fire can light or burn it. If it does that,yadhen can it take
gold, the stablest of all, along with it over therabic? Here it is not important that some objext say that gold
can be worked so far with other corrosive spitits fit rises into the alembic - why should the ispif vitriol not do
the same? But the answer is easy to find: one siwgapirit is not like another. | am here spealahthe corrosive
spirit of vitriol and not of its sweet arcanum,vafiich something will also be said later. For | aellvaware that
from vitriol a menstruum can be prepared that dasalve and take over the alembic not only golddbubther
metals and precious stones. To do this, howeveantieverybody's doing and ability, and it requimesexperienced
and learned Philosopher and not a common laboratoriger. The process also takes quite some tineethan
White Swan must also be present, as the menstrsiuseless without it.

But what kind of Swan this is, neither Basil nordalsus has expressly stated, although Basil spadut the
Swan. But if it is to be understood literally, Iryenuch doubt, and | cannot imagine that the comtabaratory
workers know the White swan or know how to lookifolNor can | believe that Poppius understoodtiterwise he
would have achieved much more precious and greatees with this menstruum, as it can be called &éhsal
Menstruum, which it really is. In nearly all his ws out author goes for the menstruum preparedrtdrtand
vitriol, which he no doubt understands here, andiuth we will also speak of in its place. Sooreaftards he
indicates how to prepare it under the name of 'farcaof Tartar". Thus he also speaks a great deaitabin his
Preparation of Silver and Preparation of Tartaingibis process seven times, as indeed a Univeasatlo. Let
scholars judge of it, my opinion will be found e&psed clearly enough in my Notes.

But | consider the menstruum with the Swan of Basd Paracelsus much more important than that wigalv at a
wealthy Philosopher's. He put a whole Ducat ift ilisappeared in half an hour without any noisel the
menstruum turned bloodred from it. Therefore a ypaimymist must take great care not to trust eveoggss - only
to gain misery and bitterness for his great troubteie, a process can soon be written, but it belyomes apparent
hoe true or right it is when it is put in practiaed elaborated according to the letter. If any mare to verify his
writings and processes, of which he smears togéilgarolumes, oh! how badly he would fare and heilddinally
be obliged to say that his writings had only bdenthoughts of his brain, and that he had imagihatithey would
also succeed in the fire.

Shortly before, | thought that many do not speajlyi of the calcination of () with Mercury and dot wish to
adapt it for medicines, such as those which arpgveal with the power of the fire, like the AquaeggRend the
spirits of the salts of ammonia. | will thereforelicate here a fine method, for although gold rbestalcined if one
wants to make something important of it, suitabledl works, dissolutions, and extractions, it inws done as
follows:

Have a fine crucible made of the kind that the igiazhave. It must not be too big or too small.iSetthe glass
furnace at a constant heat and let it stay in simoous flux. It must be placed in such a way thaan frequently or
constantly be stirred with an iron wire. Let itradiain that heat for 14 days, and you will find abgful gold calx
within that time. It melts easily in almost evergmnstruum and can afterwards be worked as youllikite is lost of
the gold. | have sent 3 Lots of gold to the glaggwpoand when the calx came back, not more thdrah@uentlein
had been lost. It was so delicate that no laboyatarker could have made it subtler or clearela sbmewhat
blackish-brown color. Such a calcination can easfydone. The glazier gets a good tip and do&=aiting the
stirring to boys who are doing it day and nightdfnThaler goes a long way.

There are other ways of calcination. | have segerdleman in Austria calcine gold in a constar, fivut the fire
was made of pure sulphur. After four weeks - fat ils how long he left the gold in the fire - itsvso soft that it
could be ground into a fine flour between one'gdits. But because this calcination is not suit&dreverything, |
will not recommend it. Each will see which kindaalcination he should use for his work. Before répg the
above, | had indicated that which is done with 'stagtlers. It is not only suitable for all workstbhere is no
suspicion of a corrosive in it. Likewise, the ab@adcination in the glass furnace can also wellged. | have read
about more than a hundred calcinations of the Buinwhen they were examined they are nearly atl@asr one
last and issue from one foundation: either throdigeolving waters or through fumigations or cemtaites,
through minerals, also through lead, because tines$wof lead also calcine gold, rendering it so 8wkt it can easily
be reduced to a powder. | would not want to ueritnedicines, however, as lead fumes are poisoandsontain
arsenic.

Some assert that gold can be calcined wit theo§adtinwater, May dew, or hail. If it is put invthile in flux, it is
supposed to turn into a delicate powder which d¢amaards melt in any kind of liquid. If that wese, it would
indeed be a fine thing, and | would myself thingHiy of it as it would be quite a handy means. Hesvel have
neither tried it nor worked with it, and | can tefare not say anything sure about it, becausernatamake a
reliable report about something my eyes have ren fgemselves.



Once someone came to me who said that he calcolddrith the salt of rainwater, May dew, or hait fdl his
works! | do not wish to contradict it, as they aaintanyhow a great secret for many sicknessesolkadow that
some have prepared potable gold with their spiiti it takes some effort to make the salt andiregua rather long
time. The same is done with rainwater, but it ressinl a beautiful salt.I know a man who wants tkente
Philosophers' Stone from rainwater. Whether headgdomplish it, time will tell. But | believe thae will achieve
little without the central salt of Nature. It isgtyably true that water is a receiver for all cetsnhfluxes, though it
is questionable that it can be specified upon métam its general condition. | am leaving to evergn his will
and ideas. They will show him what he can do with i

ON THE ESSENCE OF THE SUN & THE ARCANUM OF SULPHUBF GOLD

If one takes what is beaten thin/

Opens it as it should/

Then pours into it drop by drop/

Mutratur which grows beautifully on the Rhine/

Of that an oil arises of itself/

Take note of what | am telling you about it/

The gold then settles again/

Slowly drips away until at last/

The effervescence stops of itself/

Put a long alembic on/

And strongly distill everything again/

Till no more juice comes off it/

Then pound it to a fine powder/

And pour it into warm water/

To dissolve the sharpness/

Stir it with a wooden spoon/

Pour it off/ and pour fresh one over it/

So that nothing corrosive is left/

Gold calx should be left brown and subtle/

But if there is much of it/

Repeat the work again/

Just as before/

The more often this is repeated/

The more subtle and beautiful it becomes/

Nor has it any grain or lustre/

But that has been completely destroyed/

That one has also to take note of/

When you believe that everything has been pourid of

Dry it quite gently/

Or else it will quickly ignite/

Bursting the oven at short notice/

Everything above and below/

That happens as fast as lightning/

Therefore, use common sense and intelligence $h thi

Something else | wish to relate/

If you cannot get any oil of Mutritar/

Take common herbs/

Prepare them into a fine salt/

Dissolve it into an oil/

Use it as indicated above/

When the gold has been prepared/

| give you this additional information/

Twelve letters - the number fourteen/

Five syllables and also six vowels/

Rectify this very finely/

And pour the gold calx into it/

Set it in digestion well closed/



Then leave it for several days/

The solvent will become beautiful and red/

This essence will help you in case of need.

NOTE

These rhymes have been taken from an old bookmamy have played with them like the cat with theus®
believing that enormous secrets were hidden in tfidgmas | met a laboratory worker in the archbisiopf
Salzburg, who was otherwise no incompetent markaed some fine manipulations. With him | had many
discussions about the secrets of alchymy. Finaéiytold, but confidentially, that he had a desipbf the secret
of the Philosophers'Stone. He was so secretivetahmawever, that he did not let the cat outhed bag. At last |
promised him so much if he only let me read it cacpiite superficially, that he agreed. After reqdit, | had to
laugh out loud that the good man considered thegsyeverses so important. | had hoped that | csulgly go
fishing in them, but | could hardly catch a crawfis

| told him that there was nothing secret in théses|, that it was only the fulminating gold (oralegyold), aurum
fulminans, known to all alchymists, that was indéchin them, and that he did not understand thel Whuatratar nor
the last eight lines in which mention is of 12dett 5 syllables, 6 vowels, and the number 14.ditbthat they
contained a great secret - but this secret iskalean to the coal-heavers. | believe that many dattain to the
Art or some other secret if they did not set sudagstore by those futile things, they are onlgating themselves
thereby. Good Lord! What a catalog of names | coefibrt of those | met in my travels who reliedsuch false
rhymes. They had bought them for a great deal afepdrom vagrants or fraudulent rascals, believirag they
now had all they needed, that nothing was lackamgl, that they had only to start working. But atehe they were
shouting: "The thief has cheated me!" And | havens@ore than three gallows full of such vagrants wéddled
such rhymes.

When they came to me with them, | questioned thigmy failed lamentably, bringing forth many excusHsey
pretended not to understand such high matters #degassbut had found the verses in some old vautaister
where many distinguished alchymists had lived mggrs ago - to which they could swear magnificefpoever
is not careful is easily caught in their thievess, fior one's inquisitiveness is strongly proddierasuch a
mendacious discovery, especially as they can affimith so many oaths. They also say that theyelseen such a
large quantity of man-made gold, yes, that theyndelves had seen it being made, and they use venatewe
bacon they can find to bate the trap. What man avaat listen with delight to those sirens who ssoagoeautifully
that it makes you forget food and drink, like tlmenpanions of Ulysses. O you frivolous fellows, haill you one
day answer for it that you attract so much monéy your pockets with your thieving finger?

| knew a gentleman in Thieving who had been giv@®8 Thalers to a vagrant for such a process. Whename
acquainted with him soon afterwards, he trustedonmuch that he let me read it. After readingtioldl him that |
had that process and poem four years ago and tt@itained nothing but fantasy and nonsense. ©bd ghan was
greatly startled, and when | explained one thing) @mother to him, also telling him that precisdig tvord Mutratar
and the twelve syllables were in that processgash these rhymes, he became even more startiecangnized
the futility of this process. Although he said thatwas going to write to the swindler, wherevemias, | have not
heard any further, but | believe he did not say imtacthis fraud but preferred to keep quiet. It ralso be that the
swindler used a false name, as those fellows ndyrdal Nor do | doubt that our author himself thbttittle of it,
because he gave it the title, "On the essencesdbtim and the arcanum of sulphur”.

I must confess that there is no more stupid anddpadess than this among all those dealing witk.gbthe spirit
of wine were to lie on it for a hundred years, dulM not extract the right essence or sulphur fitp@s experience
shows more than enough. It is easy to write suictgsh but experience tells how true the writingisl what the
process can do when it is tested. But so that beginmay not be mislaid by such poetry, | will @mplhere briefly
what is said in it. Many a man might think thaisigll seraphic wisdom, while it is nothing but@peration for
acquiring fulminating gold.

The explanation is as follows: Laminated gold lwabe dissolved in Aqua Regis. When it is dissolthd,oil of
tartar (for Mutratar is tartarum’, the letters hawnty been transposed) has to be poured in drajrdyy. A strong
roaring and effervescence will arise, But the dnopst be put in only one after another becaushkeofast
ebullition. When the fermentation has stopped amfything is calm, the liquid has to be distilleffl @ can also be
just poured down while the gold precipitates). Sqowder is left. Warm water has to be poured ohttheemove
the sharpness. If the gold were not altogetheoblied softly and subtly, the process has to beatepkfrom the
beginning. Then it has to be dried gently, onlytie room or in the air but not in the sun, or @seould quickly
ignite, breaking everything it meets, as | onceegignced in Austria. | had 8 Lots of this gold cahd wanted to
dry it in the room on a copper cover in a stovead hardly left the room, as | wanted to go to dmmhen a
rumbling arose in the room to startle everybodthimhouse. We did not know what it was. When | bpened the



door of the room to leave, the gold ignited andkbrthe tiled stove into a thousand pieces, alstiesiteg the railing
around the stove. Thus | sustained a great lodgjidsot retrieve one Pfennig (small German caifithese 8 Lots
of gold.

If sulphur flowers are mixed with the gold, howevand they are again cemented and burnt, it Ids&dmainating,
which is quite surprising. What is even more swipg: The fulminating is due to the tartar, andfiér the gold has
fermented, a good amount of oil of tartar is pouvedt, it does away with the in the same way, ragter how
strong the heat is that one applies. Many willlmglteve this, and yet it is the truth. Many migay $hat it is against
Nature, because two contrary or different operaticannot be done simultaneously in one subject.

If you have no oil of tartar at hand, the versdlsytau to burn grape vine to ash and make salt. afhien let it flow
to ail in the cellar, and use it in the same wadyisTalso works, it also precipitates the gold,Woewood is often
harder to obtain in many places than tartar. Neryau always tied to these salts, others also gitate gold, such
as the salt of pine trees or ashes of firtrees @ is more ash from firs than from vines. Iditdn, there exist
other means for precipitating the dissolved goldgua Regis than the salt of tartar, although Ang&ala, in his
Aphorismi, does not believe it. But experiencehis teacher of fools.

But is it true that gold receives so much powesxplode from these salts, someone might ask, metagonably. |
say no, although the striking power does not pigmtem from the tartar, for | have at various tihpeecipitated
gold with fir ashes. It did not explode, althougk fire was rather strong. This has to be ascribéke spirits which
ignite the sulphur of the gold, making it explodeviolently. This exploding occurs contrary to conmsense,
because other powder fulminates ahead or aboVg dele this one kicks backwards and below itsalid with
such force that one Quentlein of that fulminatimddghas more force than 8 Lots of common gunpowder.

The sulphur of iron does the same as gold, buedsian that, no sulphur of any metal does, no métbev it is
prepared. That is why many would like to concluu these two metals must have a great kinshipdmatw
themselves. They believe that the sulphur of isoas good as the sulphur of gold, which is quitengr however.
In all eternity, the sulphur of iron will not becena sulphur of the Sun, irrespective of how the@arationis carried
out. the sulphur of iron remains what it is andregtrresist the power of Saturn (lead), even & & ivaliant hero.
Nevertheless, it must concede victory to this adtgeman.

Now we will finish with the paraphrasing of the rhgs. When everything has thus been prepared arghlthef
gold has been achieved, one is supposed to patsome spirit of wine, that is 5 syllables, 6 vdsyd 2 letters,
together the number 14. These words have mislaid/rmanan, believing that they contained a highrarog and
the true Philosophical Menstruum were thereby rieekd@ut it is not so and is only bla-bla and hugbwhich is
no arcanum, much less the Universal Menstruum. iEhise reason that many believe that the spintiok must be
the true Philosophical Menstruum and that they d@egreat deal of time acquiring it.

Well then, with this spirit of wine one was suppibse extract the tincture of gold, and this waspaged to be the
essence of the Sun which could help in case of.nexdhose believe it who want to, | for my paahoot believe it.
Nor do | let myself be persuaded, because | ane @qittain that the spirit of wine does not exteagt essence out
of this fulminating gold. It is far too weak to denpose such a perfect subject, the most perfecy.Buatd what
would it matter if it could extract an essenceydiuld yet not be the essence that could help yoeed, for it
would only be a subtle part of the gold, separ#imah its Body. It can do little, and can in no wiagd you to
riches, for it has not become plusquamperfect (rtitaa perfect), as it has to become if it is tosdmething for
others. Gold does not have its powers from itag ho more than it requires for its own perfectlbit.is to
accomplish anything, it must first acquire suchiraue in its regeneration, when it has again t@eits mother's
womb.

Now it is obvious that the spirit of wine is notetgold's mother, nor can it ever become so. As ddhot originate
in spirit of wine at the beginning of the earthmitist necessarily follow that the spirit of winenéa no way extract
a useful tincture from gold. It can therefore netdalled "Sulphur of the Philosophers", while itseid its Body can
be reduced. Yes, more men, many of them, includimgelus Sala, do not wish to admit that the tinetcain be
separated from the Sun - although Sala later clthhigemind and recognized his error. One cannoy tleat the
color should not separate from the Body, that thdyBstays behind as silver, and in the reductigriot again a
Body of the Sun but fixed silver that is left, whiacquires another sulphur in antimony and cogpaming into
gold again. Therefore many believe that becausditted silver can again become gold, one couldaddliphur,
which could tinge it into gold. This is true, prded one has the right Philosophical Tincture, erdifver is made
so fixed that it can pass all gold tests throughe, antimony, and quartz. Otherwise it is impalesihat anything
useful can result thereby. But how this is doneai@sito be reported, because the Philosophersikeeyy secret.
Some time ago, | saw at a Philosopher's in Itdlyng of several pounds of silver, which stood edits. All it was
lacking was the right color, which he could giveéry easily. He frankly admitted that by his skid could make a
hundredweight of silver fixed within three montpsovided he had just one partner. But how he dibvilas not



told. True, many process-makers and braggarts exiteedingly big volumes about it, but in truthytlaee nothing
deceit and processes that can never be brougktfection. Hardly one hair curler can be found wloes not
pretend to know how to make fixed silver, and yéth all their art they are such poor wretches tivad could take
pity on them. One may well say here, "Physiciafp ligyself!" And if they did not occasionally messt imprudent
beginner, hardly conversant with the writings a& #hilosophers, who gave them bread for some fon&od's
sake, they would have starved a long time ago lamavbrld would have got rid of them many years ago.

| knew one of this sort in Erfurt. He convinced sbgood credulous people that he could fix all Tizie a short
time and finally transmute them into the best galtfj that it would not cost much at all. These goedple
imagined that they would soon become great gentieared accepted the artist. He built various kiofdsvens, put
up a pair of bellows, and set up an entire goldssiivorkshop. First, he tried with a small samgl8 bots of
silver. He cemented these and juggled about wigmttill he thought that the time had come to ersstize birds.
But it was nothing but the White body of the Susnfrwhich the tincture had been extracted. He puatdtthe
cementing box as if it were only common silver.

When now everybody was eagerly looking forwardh®issue, and the day had been set - which heséilstted in
the calendar to make sure there was a lucky agpéot Sun and Moon - when the monkeys were supbiose
come out of the box, everything happened in a soland devout manner. He pulled the boxes out ofithend
when they had cooled, he told his sponsors to tpem themselves, so that they could see that helealig with
them honestly and sincerely. Furthermore, he $s&dyas going away for one or two days, they shonddnwhile
have the fixed silver tested to see if it couldspals assays. This was done. The silver passedkathinations and
was found to be good, but the color was lacking, the people did not know what to do. The artistydver, stayed
away for eight days, and they were greatly looKorgvard to his return. They were very sorry and neat that their
teacher in the Art would not return at all, becaosavas being tested. Yet they were full of googéehnevertheless,
as he had left behind his Suppellectilem, which m@tsthat important. Meanwhile, they told theiriimate friends
of this feat and promised to accept them alsotimb@r society when the artist returned. Their fdenvere likewise
interested in the new art and consented to putswraof Thalers.

The artist returned after one week. There was gogatind a wonderful meal was prepared. They werg happy
indeed, especially when he asked how the silvesquhthe test, if it had also stood the gold as€ayarything was
confirmed with delight, and each wanted to be ttistas next client. Then he told them that he wlaual future also
turn this fixed silver into gold, and he began mgkarrangements for it, which was easy to do. Nwirtmood
became even more jubilant, and they were wondevimgye they might perhaps find a kingdom to buyeréhwould
be no shortage of gold...

They now concluded a deal and decided, seeingtbetat work did not take more time than a litthe 0to invest
500 Marks. The instruments were arranged and thik was begun. In the meantime, the artist saw dhisatage.
He changed the cementing boxes, took the silveryagt even out of town. Nevertheless, the allegad is given
fire. On a Saturday night, the artist pretendsadagconfession, and the good people are suppossdtth the
work for some time, to make sure that nothing goemg.

He left - looking for a father confessor in a fgmicountry. As he was staying away a long time gihed people
were eagerly waiting for him with their meal, betidause he had promised the father confessor eat anything
that evening, he did not come back to table. Thesevgurprised at it but did not think anything Ip&dt, thinking
he would come after the sermon and communion. beekier, was taking a really long way!

Now the company suspected that something was giutt iThey decided to let the fire go out and takeok at the
work. It took place the following Monday. As thdist had perhaps fallen asleep in the church adahadi come,
they opened the boxes - and found in them a migtititransmutation, for instead of their Thalersytfound
nothing but horseshoes, lead, bricks, and simiti@r $ubstances - while the silver and the artiseweving
throughout the world.

They now began to look at each other and frozétasy had attacked and caught a torpedo fish.(€&Bir brief
happiness turned into an immense dirge, and ygtdbeld not complain openly. But when they disagramong
themselves, each accusing the other of having aeeslihim to enter this deal, the affair became knamd the
good people had to add insult to injury. And thaswalled "making silver fixed".

Of such cheats there are still many more in thddyerho might also mislead wise men. That is tresom why |
am relating this, to put everybody on his guard moidto give credence to such swindlers. For tresetstudied for
many years how to cheat people, and I think thatishone of the reasons why alchymia is forbideeBpain and
that not everybody can work with it. Would to Gt the same would happen in Germany! Then maroaast
man would not be so shamefully done out of his ergp And no person should work with it who has beén
called to it by God and is a physician.

Now we will stop with this report and turn to thiher preparations, according to our author's icsivos.



ANOTHER WAY OF MAKING OIL OF GOLD

Take some of the brown gold calx that has beerrievated with sulphur. Put it in a phial glass véthery flat
bottom. Set that in warm sand for 18 weeks, dayragiat. Give it constant heat but so that the cal&s not melt.
In this way the gold is finally swelling up and lbetes as soft as cotton. Open the glass and pouitdakie
following fiery spirit of the arcanum of tartar, wh extracts the tincture of gold in an astonishiay. This must
be discarded over the alembic, when a gold-coloredill rise, quite transparent and lovely to loak

THE ARCANUM OF THE SALT OF TARTAR

Take the magistery of vitriol, which is quite cleaansparent and crystalline. Dissolve in it tegetable salt, then
distill the phlegms gently off it. Thereafter diksoit in distilled rainwater till it loses all ittieces and gets rid of its
slime. Now coagulate it to dryness. Pour the vegethlood, or the vegetable fire over it, thenitligtover the
alembic. First the spirit will come out, then thery spirit, and this is the arcanum for this work.

NOTE

The author presents another way of making oil dd.gid differs little from the first, except thaté menstruum for
the extraction is taken from vitriolic tartar, withe addition of brandy. The process is probalslg find can be
made, although | have not tried it for gold. | halwewever, done it for silver and found it to beetiaccording to the
letter. But the reverberation is a very tiresomekyas 18 weeks is a long time and much coal has tesed. In
addition, this fire must be well regulated or dlse substance will easily melt and revert into apd hen all effort
and work are lost. This long time is required towlthe calx to become all the subtler, but one aelieve this just
as well in a shorter time. In the manner indicapertable gold cannot be prepared in less thanahgdfar. The
patient could die a hundred times before gettisgniedicine. | would advise (the alchymists) to tiegold calx
which | taught in the previous process, or thatisted with stag's antlers. It can melt and be etedhin almost
every liquid, even if one does not use the tartgriarcanum as a menstruum.

The gold calx can in any case soon be made volsitithin two days | can volatilize it so much tlitatises entirely
into the alembic; even flies away. One may welsbiprised that such a fixed Body can be so farolgst that it
can fly away without wings like Mercury, and yehcso be made fixed again with a little effortnow how to
make a spirit that destroys gold so much in a fewr$ithat it flies with the spirit out of the gldeso the air, if the
glass is not tightly closed. Nobody knows whemgoiés, and it vanishes entirely, so that not onim ggdeft in the
glass.

When | mentioned this one day at a princely tathie Prince did not want to believe it and askedarghow it to
him in practice. When | did this in a short timeecause | already had a supply of the spirit - e guite surprised
and said that he had had many laboratory worketsydine had gone so far. Furthermore, he saidfthatknew
how to make this spirit, he would not doubt theparation of the Philosophers' Stone. But he wasigirbecause
this spirit had not been the Universal Spirit, laes Philosophers want it to be, but had been mauhe éther
minerals, and was corrosive. Therefore it couldarat should not be an ingredient and medium fairattg this
high Work. Although it could not be used for thisrpose - nor had | prepared it to this end - it wetsa wonder
that it could volatilize the gold so fast withoutther preparation. And if nothing was added td iijd not let the
gold drop away. Even if one tried ten times to satgait through the Balneum, the gold always weith vt over the
alembic, not as an oil or an extract but with oc, just the color of the spirit itself, only semhat pale-yellow.
Aside from that, it was beautiful, bright and whitee spring water. It is not necessary to deschibee how to
prepare this spirit as it does not help this Wiirls also dangerous to operate with it becaukilts so much and
violently as no gunpowder does. It is better, hasveto handle the tartarized arcanum, but one st a good
amount of it, and | will here describe how | matie i

| took 1 Ib. of salt of tartar, optim. rectifiedpon it | poured drop by drop the same amount obbilitriol. | let it
effervesce, then put it down till it had settledlielcanted the liquid and gently dried the resitidéssolved the latter
in the phlegma of the vitriol, poured the pureanffl filtered it. | distilled the liquid to half, &m put the rest in a
cold place. Now beautiful clear and transparensteig sprouted, which | took out with a wooden spdetting half
of the remaining water steam off further; set itlbba the cellar, let it sprout, poured the liqoid, mixed the
crystals with the previous ones. When | had dried\@eighed them, | had obtained 2 Ibs. from thekis 4

On these crystals | poured some good rectifiedtsgiwvine - which the author calls the "vegetartdood” - set it
to digest, as otherwise they do not easily dissdlNehey were completely dissolved. Then | distl them
according to the Art. When | had driven over 2 ltfsthe spirit, | changed the receiver, added asratind increased
the fire somewhat. Now a beautiful fiery spirit wewer. | removed the Death's Head, enclosedatretort and
reverberated it well. | also extracted its saltwdtstilled rainwater, added it to the distilledrgplet it circulate for
8 days, and drove it over again. Thus | obtainedaderful menstruum with which one can not onlyrast the
Soul of the gold but also that of all metals, maigand precious stones. It dissolves and extexcisedingly well,
and if it does not take everything over the alentbéfirst time, it must be cohobated and will weeky well.



When | tried this process with silver, | could get everything over the alembic the first time batl to pour it
back several times into the left-over. Then it wever, leaving only a few feces in the retort, whigere quite
black and light. | am of opinion that one has togaed in the same way with gold, as its Body isiawere fixed
and compact than the Body of silver, and the cotiohs achieve much good, which could otherwisebsotione.
With this menstruum | have dissolved the crocustiathe crocus (saffron color) of iron and exteakits tincture,
which turned out more beautiful than any dissolutid the Sun. | took it over the alembic in the samay. And
when | separated the menstruum from it by a vapti,ta beautiful oil was left, pleasant and sweif it had
come from the best gold. It also tinged silver islining gold, though it was not stable. But whea silver was
immediately held in the fire, it did not fly awaiké that which comes from antimony. It was only thved away
when it was strongly rubbed. This work could wedka you hope that you could make something outbofvith
which you could earn your bread. | leave it to areyavho would like to try it. | am afraid, howevénat it will
hardly be possible without a good fermentation abse Basil says that Mars also attains glory by his
guarrelsomness, but that he must take care na pushed down again and suffer shame and derasahge old
Saturn (lead) is his archenemy: where he can gimeatsecret knock, he will not hesitate to do sxause the old
folks are generally no friends of warriors.

With this oil one can also turn Mercury into a bifaliprecipitate, which can be used to great advga in many
sicknesses. It makes it so fixed and fireproof ihedan pass a rather stiff test of Vulcan (fidedeally think that if it
is conjoined with the oil of gold, it can becomersthing useful, but | do not wish to cause anyonsjquander
money on it. In this passage | only reveal my thasdgn case someone wanted to do something for,Mihough
Mars seldom brings riches. Instead, he robs arestalherever he can, not asking if it belongs to Guoithe poor
fellowman, as a very honest man learned after 24syé could also tell a story of what war has eost May God
one day end such abominable destruction of thetopand restore noble peace to us, for then marngydits will
yet arise, honoring God and serving the poor fett@an. Well then, everything comes from God, gootufoe and
misfortune, and we must say with Job: Si bona qisuges a Domino, cur non mala sustineamus.

We will also say something about the virtues o gold. The author (Poppius), however, does notiorethem,
doubtlessly because it does precisely what has $esdrof the other preparations, to which | wiatefer to the
kind reader. He will easily notice when this golti®to be used. Not only will he learn the dobes also see from
my comments in what cases | used them. It cannobb&adicted that gold can in general heal akregsses, as all
the books of hermetic physicians testify. And wheyewill read the history of cases cured by the ipletgold of
Anthony of London will find astounding things inetim, observed and cured both by himself and othbshad the
potable gold brought to them from far-away coustrief that a whole treatise has been written amdqat in
Hamburg. Even so there are some who do not thinthrofiit, saying that this solution is not philobagal, etc. |
will not discuss this here, while no one knowsfgetsure by what means he dissolves the gold, éthere are
several descriptions available, pretending to iadiche process. | believe, however, that he didnadke his secret
public to the extent that the sparrows could waigtfrom the rooftops, for he would be a bad fengko did not
keep one stroke for himself. One thing is suris, ito small science to know how to process goldextly so as to
turn it into a medicine without a corrosive.

What to think of potable gold that is supposedédatiengthened with the blood of Venus (copper)Macs (iron),
is not difficult to decide. | consider it nonsenbecause the sulphur of iron and copper is nosatghur of gold.
Therefore, no such effect can follow, and | wonithet some wealthy physicians also publish artialesut it, trying
to convince people that cow dung is grease. Althdugth come from the cow, they are therefore neisdme.
Dung may well be spread, but plants do not meletne

Basil also wrote something about it, and | haveinpossession the original of his writing. | bebetowever, that
his views are quite different from the literal maan That gold has first to be enriched or actidatg iron and
copper, is hard to believe, for it is evident thath have impure and leprous Bodies which canrutept
themselves from the least corruption. If their ldaeere so pure that the Sun's blood were therabgddo a higher
degree, it would follow that they themselves cdirst keep themselves from corruption and destamctindeed, it
is said: Medice, cura teipsum (Physician, healdH)s

If now it is true that each thing has its own seed] must have its own seed if it is to be an anwus Bodyj, it
must necessarily follow that gold must have a spesgied, copper and iron other special seeds. &yghcannot be
denied that the seed of metals is identical aagaheir remote potentiality is concerned, andithafined by
cooking. Nevertheless, digestion produces a ripieé dnd seed different from the others, and thistasill never be
able to cook gold from copper, even if he were dainill Doomsday. Well, as this does not belorege) | will not
deal with it at the present but wait for anothepaunity. | am only relating it so that no one ghibbe misled into
thinking that gold can be increased in virtue by lgsser metals. The contrary can rather be prpmamely, that
the pure blood of gold is infected by the impurd &prous iron and copper. Then it is quite useiessedicine.



Therefore one has to be very careful about suchbp@gold and not to believe what anybody fandies he must
diligently read the writings of the Philosophersl aaflect upon them with special care, even if taey only
understood according to the letter.

Joannes Agricola -Treatise on Gold
Chapter 4.
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Chapter 4.

How to Prepare the Quintessence of Gold

Take some of the brown calx reverberated with aup® or 4 Lots. Mix it with the crystalline coagted dry water,
6 Lots. This water does not dissolve the metahéhndommon way but separates the good from thelbdestroys
the bad and the course, turning it into earthdodtsime, while increasing the good in its natdieis conjunction

done, very carefully close the glass with lutentket it in a gradation-fire in sand for 8 weelay dnd night, in
steady heat, but only so much that the calx doeseti and shows just a slight brown glow. In tsisady heat the
crystalline water will open the gold completelyring it into dust and ashes.

When now the gold has all turned into ashes, giaestronger fire for three weeks. Then take it open the glass

and pour it over these ashes the vinegar of Nathiesh the Philosophers call Nature's fire. Thesgiar will soon

revivify the ash, extract its Soul, beat the eant feces down and leave them at the bottom aflthss. You can
do the same with silver and other metals. In thay wietals can be totally anatomized and decompasiedjing
them into their crystalline and essential form.

Whoever wants to follow Nature further, may addhis essence of gold the essence of antimony, whiphbe

quite sweet and transparent, nicely smelling asting, and also penetrating. This essence will dmotinged and

attract the tincture of the gold. Enclose the fatiea glass and set it in warm ashes. It will tunto a red transparent
glass or salt, quite stable and fixed in the fipgite transparent. It might well be called the atoa of gold. It is also
possible to add the essence of vitriol insteadhefdssence of antimony and coagulate further sasguid.

NOTE

| thought above that there is not one laboratorgkeobarely able to distill water who would not kma special

arcanum for processing potable gold or the quietass! Therefore more processes have arisen themahehours

in the year. They are all useless words and bresdigs which spoil more than they help, and eamfitsvo arrange
the hat after his head. Accordingly, | think lelsart nothing of those processes. Yet there is sd sluguting about
them that it fills all corners of the world. Andwas almost everybody knows that medicine that@elint
medicine lies hidden in gold, everybody wants ttrat it. Indeed, it is to be considered a grefitafiGod if this
noble jewel is granted to a man. Those who striter #éis high secret are not to be blamed but Ehather be
praised, provided they do not associate with sdghilsereby cheating people out of their moneyraiming their
health. Our author had likewise taken great paistead strenuously reflected on how he could olitagmjewel we
can easily see by his various labors that he tnetifferent ways. Among others, he also indicatgd process on
how to prepare the quintessence of gold. As I tsémwever, this is not a quintessence but onlyarigome
calcination and extraction with the arcanum ofaadr vitriolized tartar.

With this salt he does nearly all his works, balgwhat he has quite rightly proceeded accordindpé¢ views of

the Philosophers - which | cannot believe, bectiuserystalline dry water of the Philosophers dreldrcanum of

Nature are different from what the author thinkke Tatter decompose gold, so that it can nevendgabrought

into a Body (), unless it is done by projectiomt Bccording to the processes of our author, gatdagain be

reverted into a Body with little effort, and thigystalline water and out author's vinegar of Nattaenot do much
that it would completely discard its covers andhdtthere naked. In addition, one is said to decamjploe Body ( );
the other, to extract it, which is against all Bedphers. They always say that calcining, sublimgafiixing, etc., are
all one work, and that it is done in a closed vieand furnace. If this is true, as it is indeedniist follow that the
author never understood the views of the Philosaptmauch less prepared Nature's vinegar and maidtaple

gold thereby. This process can therefore not béirgessence of (), no matter how often he inghgiswe must

follow Nature.



This would nevertheless be a good teacher if teestiewed the way of Nature, in which one shouldagely walk.
Nature does not lead us astray, provided we daligo¢ss from her. She gives us the natural bodidsspirits in
which the Art must work - prepare, purify and redldgm, to become that which the Art had intendechase of
them at the start. But at the same time she shewasuf pointing with a finger, where we shoultedt our eyes,
that is, to her work, as she operates in her wayixshnd not as the misleading alchymists requitbeir false
books, ever boasting of high matters. | am not lkipgeof the books of the Philosophers, howevehalgh they are
obscure and cannot be understood at the beginfiregefore Baccaser says in the Turba: Qui longananit
libenterq; patientia fruitur in tramite justo hujadis meabit, etc. It is a good warning.

It is the same with the vinegar of Nature. Natuae Already prepared it. We must not make it undgr a
circumstances but only take it out of her vinegar-t is vinegar against Nature, sweet, pleasaa#iting and
crysta-clear. Therefore it does not wet the harligucalled the most acid vinegar (acetum acerrijrioyrthe
Philosophers, which are strange words. This vinegaectly decomposes gold into its Principles,dtemeously
extracting its tincture. Our author's process ahle to do this, and it is nothing but a preparatibthe Body for
turning it into a liquid. It differs very little &m the other preparations, because for a quintessshthree
Principles must be well purified. Here, the tinetand the Sulphur are indeed purified, but wheedlse other two,
Salt and Mercury? Mercury, which appears in thenfof a beautiful clear water, must likewise be IgtaLto the
highest degree of purity. The Salt also must béimalted into a transparency, like diamonds or reibighen a
guintessence can follow.

All this can be accomplished by the vinegar of Matione, without decanting or distilling. The coommman will
not believe this, because he calcines gold himgii§olves and extracts it himself, thus believimag he can
produce a quintessence. According to our authostsiictions, gold must first be turned into a fulating gold,
then mixed with the vitriolized tartar, then cenehfor fully 18 weeks. With the vitriolized mensatia the Sulphur
is first extracted. This is saying it in a few weydbut the work is so long that it becomes extrgredious. Even so,
there is something to it. This process is good ghda work after it, but you have to remember thdbes not
result in a quintessence, as our author believeswBoever wants to obtain a fine essence in a sinoe, may
work as follows:

| took the calcined gold and poured on it the sespeit of vitriol. It dissolved the gold within2hours and
extracted an essence like a ruby, leaving a whitdyBike fixed silver. Thus | could obtain the whglreparation
and perfection within 8 days, because the reait givitriol has the power of attacking, decompagiand
liquefying gold without violence. No other menstnuigan easily do this, except that which | saw gbad friend's,
of which | also spoke above. Anyone in possessfanoould produce the quintessence of gold - lmiteverything
is revealed to us, nor would it always be gooddaal.

But how the secret spirit of vitriol, which so nligelissolves gold, is to be prepared will be repdrbelow under its
title, to which | hereby wish to refer the kind dea. What is missing here will be disclosed there.

Here | wil teach you to prepare a secret spiritfiaking potable () which tastes as good as alSeriange. It
subdues gold, causing it to melt in any liquid,, yegainwater, and it tinges bloodred. | have alsvaonsidered this
my greatest secret, and am still considering ihsuwill communicate it here out of goodwill, baim condition that
I am rightly understood. Whoever does not undedstead better leave it, or else he might accusefm@steading
him. Yet | can say in good conscious that | aminginothing but the truth, and | here reveal whaave made with
my own hands. With this spirit gold becomes so b&dwand pleasant that it is amazing, and not ione hundred
will believe that there is so much power in thigispFor if filed gold is simply put in it and sigcted to a mild
digestion, it will lose its luster and change itite highest redness. The spirit, however, unités thie gold and
disappears - and Body and Spirit result in one sBedy. No menstruum can do this, except the Usikeof the
world and the Philosophers, no matter what thertatiooy workers write - it is not important. You niksiow,
however, that this spirit must not be made morerofhan once a year, for various reasons, andsthis sophistry
as some imagine. Although it can be made at ang, tindoes not have the power of decomposing galdhich |
myself have been surprised.

But so as not to keep you waiting any longer, kiio&t in the soil near silver mines a special brearth is found
between the galleries. When the sun enters theetat®n Cancer and at full moon, which happerergyear
about mid-June, that earth turns beautifully ye|law if it were covered with the finest gold. liedaot last for
more than three hours when it disappears agairtheengold vanishes in one moment, so to speak.drabd this
carefully at Freiberg in Meissen. You have to vfaitit attentively, otherwise you will not notice ¥You must not
only go by the calendar, but if you wish to colldus gilt earth, you must yourself be familiar kveistronomy, to
know at what time the full moon occurs in the skyhie mountains, so as not to miss this time, benight or
during the dayi, it is all the same.



Get as much of this earth as you like, put it iroak barrel to prevent the spirit from evaporatimgf fill the retort
with it, add a receiver, then distill the spirif.at will look wonderful. When it is all out, digtthe phlegma over.
By rectification you must get the volatile saltifndhe left-over. The latter must be turned intassous substance
by means of its fixed salt. Without it, the workingpossible as one must open the other. When Huous
substance is quite pure, distill it seven timesulgh a retort, and you will get a beautiful crylatal spirit with
which you can master the gold and get its essémtmenot believe that any writer has revealed ashras | have.
Pray to God for good luck! It is plain enough, libee a child could understand it. If you cannotngold spiritual
with this spirit and dissolve it into its three fuiples, you will not do it with any Aqua Regissalt of ammonia,
except with the dry water of the Philosophers alefone say what he likes.

| have learned as much in chymia as any man whgigat boaster and swashbuckler. And praise Gedo | also
know what the Art is capable of and how far itsragien extends. If God grants you this means fdaioing
potable gold, you must not search for other prasdsr you will not need them. In a short timeg ahmost
without effort, you will be able to prepare a pagaevhich will quickly help the sick in their need. this you
cannot use more than 5 grains at one go, and yibwith pleasure learn its effects in a few hours.

True, | have only been looking for two years fdstmateria but have been unable to obtain it bechbave always
been impeded by the tyrannical troops. | must poagod to let me obtain and enjoy it next year. ilgreat lords
will remember how miserably they have been cheaiid potable gold, and how much they spent foAitd what
did they obtain? Nothing but words and leprous galk which they often used more to the detrimdnheir

health than for the maintenance of their liveshéir laboratory workers had known this one menstruthey would
not have led their pious Princes in vain by theendtsis right that this should happen to thosetlgeman. When they
are supposed to make an advance payment to theicns for a good medicine, nothing is being dane money
is tied down with chains. But when such vagranteeowho carry their art only on their tongues, théitreasures
are open, nothing must be lacking, yes, they ewengreat honoraria and golden chains for the éhgat

A few years ago, | saw such a swashbuckler atdhet of a noble Lord. He only gave him a mere wedtified
spirit of vitriol instead of a true spirit of silvand brass, but praised it in advance to high é'eaSuch a sacred
thing it was, according to him, greater than Masyist at Loretto! He was given a fine gold chairaddition to a
portrait painting. | offered to make a good quantit this spirit for 10 Thalers, which would begsod and even
better than the former. But due to all the boasting offer was laughed at, because | had not twfdguch stories.
that is how it still goes, and the fat will alwafygat on top. An honest man would feel ashamee iiMere to make
such false claims as these shameless fellows do.

Likewise, | also saw a vagrant on Austria who et small travel apothecary along with him. Hekepeonders
of what arcana it contained, and convinced peapl®sch of it that he made a great deal of moneyeMte had
exhausted his supply, he had it filled again bgtmratory worker called Johann Spangenberg, payirgThalers
for it. When | arrived on the scene, he becamescgdared. Nevertheless, this had been for himghe awl to
catch birds, and he was indeed quite successfubrviie noticed, however, that his tricks were abmbecome
common knowledge, he moved away with his preyraftther thoroughly emptying the purses of somentoand
Lords, whom he ripped off properly.

The same happened recently at a noble Court whalmeatory worker had gone through more than 4D.00
Thalers. When the works and medicaments were exaingomeone said he would prepare the same meglicine
500 guilders. This caused the Prince to becomda@aap, and thereafter he did not spend any moneeyon
laboratory works. This is the reason why the pragséhy art of chymia reaps great contempt througtioel world
through such men. Now we will no longer stop asthoheats but consider and examine the authocsgsdurther.
The author also advises us to add the essence &iuth to the essence of antimony and to coaguiate together.
That is correct, but one has to take care thagssence of antimony or vitriol be quite sweet aw Otherwise
there will be a failure. How to prepare them wil hown in their place.

In the grand-ducal laboratory at Innsbruck in Thigy | saw that the tincture of the Sun was inceedsy the
tincture of antimony by 1 to 5 parts. After fourydan digestion, various colors could be seen,lamds very
surprised that during this time a flower appearethé center, like gold. It did not change, butatiund it there was
something like a rainbow. Now the laboratory worteanoved it from the fire and opened the glass. WMthe air
touched it, all the colors in the center disappeared only a muddy-red liquid was left. This causedrybody to
be startled. We put it back and coagulated ittedapowder. After that, we took it out and put savhé on a red
hot silver plate. It was fixed and did not smoke.

Now the laboratory worker took 1 Lot. of silver xal Quentlein of this tincture, and mixed themetbgr with a
pestle. The silver calx turned totally black. He pinto a phial, set that to digest, as it turee@n blacker than
before and flowed together like a lump of pitch.lA®ntinued my traveling farther from there, | ot wait for
the final result, but | heard from the Directortioé Chemical Laboratory that he tried to refinegteer enough to



make stable gold of it. Whether he succeeded inglsd and the gold stood the test, | cannot sague. All
experienced chymists believe that antimony conttieseeds and flowers of all metals, which we maly
believe. As this oil had been fermented with tinettire of the Sun, one may well suppose that saingettame out
of it. I wish | could have stayed long enough te #e result, but | took some of the tincture aeese along with
me in my travels, to test what it could do for dises.

After this, | visited some one belonging to thestarcracy, not far from Trient. He had a beautifdddratory, a good
laboratory worker, and he himself was a learned witimwhom | saw many wonderful things. At that érhmade
sweet oil of vitriol, which was as red as blood amgket as sugar. Something will also be said athatifurther on.
| prepared this oil of gold for him and let it cada@te, which was done in a short time. It turngd & stone,
transparent like glass. With it he cemented sibreze or three times, then melted it with a rattemg fire, and
everything flowed together into one mass. He diéstithat on a cupel and obtained a white Body whiglput in
separation water (Aqua Fortis). The laminae tutm@dvn-red and did not melt but decreased in weigfier they
had laid in it for some time, he removed them amdtend them. They registered half a point on thelleeeand no
separation water would attack them. Now he prepaneddining water of the following ingredients gk this
Body in it, thinly laminated. It refined from dag tay until it was as beautiful as the best Ducdt-gSome black
powder was left in the glass which afterwards, winetted, gave a white Body. The graduation (refihiwater
was made as follows:

Antimonii an Unc. j.

Vitrioli ad flavedinem calcinati Un. iiij.

Sulphuris vivi Unc. j.

Viridis aeris ij. Lot.

Salis gemma Unc. j.

Arsenici iij. Lot.

Mercurii sublimat. iiij. Lot.

to be very well mixed and pulverized, imbibed wiitle urine of young boys, distilled in a retort b tdegrees of
the fire, in a very large receiver, propter impsgpirituum copiosissimorum destillentur, exibit adaetea, quam 1.
purga, vel injectione lunae, vel cohobatione.

He loyally informed me of this process, but | netréxd it. Therefore | will not say too much abautHowever, |
saw that the silver obtained the most beautifubibf the Sun, though it is not true that thisewxditxed the silver.
It was the preceding tincture that did it, the wately provided the color. If silver is fixed, ian be enormously
refined by this water. | have, however, forgottdmtthe gain was. | suppose that the work had een ldone
without any gain, as both ingredients, () & (& aronderful fixers, and a great virtue is hiddethiem. Thus,
probably no sickness can resist this medicament.

We must now return again to our potable gold ardkmbout its virtues, especially about what Iedrby
experience and practice, and what is generallymotd in other authors. Above, at the beginninthif Note, |
mentioned that | had not prepared this essencadingao the author's process. | did it in my piGeand have
noted what | have thus learned. However, so asondviate from my method of reporting, | show &tk of the
author's works what | have seen regarding it anatWwhave discovered about it in my practice, &savhat it is
used. As | have already above referred to sevasa histories which recommend potable gold, | lnglle only
relate two or three additional ones which wouldlifgcult to find elsewhere, to show what wonderfuttues and
effects God has put in this subject.

In Gmunden, Austria, in the region of the Ennsadl la patient who belonged to the aristocracy. Heshah a
discharge in his eyes as | had never seen in ewyltibwelled his eyes to make them look like chitkggs, and
they were as red as blood. It is easy to guessrhogh pain they cause him, as he could rest nditheay nor by
night. After he had suffered for quite some timd &ad also consulted many physicians about itplierhe of his
great pain and begged me to help him for God's. daaepted him and wanted to see what | coultbdbim.
Seeing that his whole sickness consisted in sigttoag, heavy discharge, | first ordered an enemaifm, to be
administered for several consecutive days.

Rx. Rad. Bzyoniae

Polypodij

Asari an. j. Lot.

Herb. Calaminthae

Betonicae

Malvae

Origani

Mercurialis an. m. j.



Cortc. Myrobalan. Ind. j. Lot.

to be cooked in a sufficient quantity of bullion té€cto vase ad casum partis tertiae, cola &

Rec. Colaturae Unc. j.

Electuarii Drasenae j. Lot.

Mellis roset. ij. Lot.

Salis gemmae j. Lot.

Olei olivar. iij. Lot., everything to be mixed féihe enema.

This enema removed much bad moisture from him.rAlfftat, | used many topical remedies, but it wasd@vail.
Although at first the discharge seemed to go awanevertheless returned each time. |, too, desgaif him and
did not want to try anything further. But because poor patient was in such pain, he begged nry ®verything,
even if it took his whole fortune, for he wouldhat die or be quite poor than suffer such paihehtprepared
potable gold for him after my own recipe and cleghisim six times a month with an extract of antimand spirit
of vitriol. After that | gave him every morning 4aps of gold essence, and prescribed a propefatibtm. Within
two months the symptoms disappeared, the tumoskadi though the redness continued for some tich@ve it
away with the following water:

Rec. Aq. Euphrasiae

Rosarum an. ij. Lot.

Levistici j. Lot.

Aceti Antimonii j. Lot.

Sacharih crystallini v. Quentlein (?)

(could be: v. Quent.)

Croci j. Scrup. misce.

With this he had to wash his eyes several timesyaThe redness disappeared completely, and he fgesh and
healthy face again.

When | sailed from Limason, Cyprus, to Tripolisri@yand we had rather bad weather for several, dagsupper
sail above the round top had one day to be quigkiyoved. A boatsman, who was a Moor, wanted taytickly
from the ladder inside the ship. He missed his,stad when he was only halfway down, fell on anhanc¢hat was
lying in the ship, ready to draw up a rope. He fadién on the ribs of his left side, which becanuie swollen. He
threw up much blood and was lying there whining likdog. We were now on high sea, and no apotheesy
near. | felt pity for the poor man, took my suppland gave him a dose of my potable gold, mixet witeet oil of
antimony. He continued throwing up the whole nigpit the pain subsided a little. The following dagave him
another dose, again another night. The throwindis@ppeared and so did the pain, though there wahk m
swelling. God granted us the good fortune to aririvEripolis on the fourth day, when | gave himwagative
prepared from Mercury, which drove a mass of biaelter from him. The following day | gave him thergative
again, after which he became hale and healthylzamtked me profusely through an interpreter. | entaved this
man again in Alexandria. He helped me in every iptessvay on the boat and praised my help with maoyds in
front of his co-workers.

At Crain, at the Coratian border between Cammeaitka mountain castle called Cruetzen, which beldrig the
Counts of Thurn, there was an inn in a village whewas lodging, waiting for an opportunity to tehto Glis-
Wertz in Dalmatia, which was a mighty fortress, &abusa. My landlady was in bed, she was sickokepvith
her; she spoke Wendish, | polish. These two langsiagderstand each other fairly well, just as Siavis quite
common in that country. | asked her what was th#enavith her. She showed me her stomach. It wasvadlen as
I had never seen the like in my life. It was hasdstone but did not hurt her very much. Howeveg, suld not
walk because of the huge swelling and weight. @liiek she had this trouble for over two years. Shedpent a
great deal of money on it, but nothing could hedp. hasked how much she would give me if | restdrer health.
She was very happy about my concern and wanteiyeonge all she owned. Her husband offered the same.

| began purging her with the Mercury all by itsethe preparation of this Mercury will be discussater on. At
first, it accomplished very little, eliminating mbssome yellow water. | gave it again the follogiday, also the
third day. Then it operated properly and eliminatednuch white, yellow and black slime from hett thavas
astonishing. Externally, | had her stomach rublbeee times a day with warm urine. Now the swelliegan to get
soft. As | saw her strength was low, | did not wenattack her further with purging. In the meargjran
opportunity to travel to Zeng arose. | thereforfe her some of the potable gold coagulated wittobantimony and
prescribed that she should take 4 grains in afthtadvasian wine every day.

The innkeeper had a fine mule which he presentadetd took it with me, rode with it over mountaisd valleys,
and it agreed very well with me. When | returne@afour weeks and wanted to continue with my ofilanned
journey, | found my landlady walking about in heom. Her stomach had decreased by a good yardsélinyas



surprised at it. | purged her twice more and gaarentore of the gold, left, and told the innkeeegéet word to me
in Venice or Pedua how all this would end. He dichter one month, telling me in a letter writterMWendish that
his wife had become quite hale and healthy. Heatsal arranged for 20 Ducats to be paid to me bgcihant by
the name of Simon Cagnoli, which the latter algb tisold the mule in Treviso for 60 Sequins. Thobtained
some money, and the woman recovered her healtis¢lirhad not believed at the beginning that it wassible to
cure such a sickness in so short a time. But peaidehanks be to God who has put such miraclBsiare and
commanded the physician to operate with them. Gé&se history is quite remarkable, and among a #malis
patients there may well not be another like ithHre is, a student has now received good direcfivetreating it.
The physicians Paravim Minadous, Andrigassius,3midelius, etc., to whom | also communicated this
medicament, were also quite surprised at it.

| will tell yet another case history and close blating what | did in Ischl, in the region of thers, for a boy, 14
years of age. He had fallen from a ladder and becante as a result thereof. He was the only saveafthy
parents. For the parents this misfortune was a greas, as one may well imagine. They had seS8atoburg,
Weiss, and Linz, wherever they knew of a physiciaoking for help. They had sent the boy to Baderthe warm
thermal baths, but it did not help. He remainedenag before, and nobody thought he could be cuvbdt was
surprising was that he did not feel any pain. Fyndlis father came to Gmunden, into the house wheras living.
At table he related how his son had arrived at sugheat misfortune and said that he would giveoagand Ducats
to get help. | entered into a conversation with himd said that if he were ready to trust me, | Wdn}l something
with the boy. However, | did not want to promisenhgertain help, as he had already tried so muehim He was
glad about it, and | drove with him to Ischl to exae his son and thereafter come to terms with him.

After examining the patient, | said that it woulel & lengthy treatment because the veins and musfclee tongue
were bad, but if he agreed to send his son withion@@munden, | would do my best to cure him. Theept liked
my proposal. | took the boy with me and began teatiment. The father gave me 40 Ducats for thegpadipn of
the medicine. | took 20 Ducats thereof and preppatdble gold without the addition of antimony.urged the boy
three times with antimony, and will later indicdéiaw to make this preparation. After that, | gava sieveral
sudorifics, also prepared from antimony. They mhide perspire a great deal. Thirdly, | prepared lat&am for him
with which | had his head washed twice early intimrning before he had eaten. He was to be waskadtane
for almost a full half hour, to thoroughly moistére veins.

Rec. Rad. Pyrethri

Caryophyllat.

Asarillan j. Lot.

Bacc. Lauri

Juniperi an. iij. Lot.

Herb. Rosamarini

Betonicae

Spicae

Salviae

Majoran

Hederae

Musci Terrestris an. m. ij.

Chamaepyt. m.j.

Flor. Verbasci

Chamomill.

Meliloti an. m. iij.

Lumbricor. terrestr. in olbano exsiccator j. Lot.

Sulphuris vivi ij. Lot. incidantur, to be mixed acdoked in a common liquid. This solution agreed/weell with
him. He could lift his tongue and did as if he wahto speak, but could not yet quite manage it.nvidsgle | had
prepared potable gold and gave him every mornidgpps in cherry-brandy. When he had taken it fodags, he
recovered his speech, though he still stutterecesdrat. For this trouble | prescribed the followlmgsam:

Rec. Extracti Fellis caprilli j. Lot.

Olei succini

Angelicae

Caryophyll. an. j. Lot.

Camomill. Rom. ij. Lot.

Lavendul. j. Lot.

Nucis mosch. j. Lot, everything to be mixed.



| had rubbed him with it every morning and nightdde was freed from that miserable symptom thraeigti's
blessing - but | did not get the 1.000 Ducats. Es@n was so well compensated that | could bafgadi. Owing to
this healing, | acquired a great reputation, whiets important to me as gold. It is right, howevemeward good
work with gratitude.

Joannes Agricola -Treatise on Gold
Chapter 5.
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Chapter 5
A Common Way of Making Potable Gold

Take some gold purified through antimony, 3 Lotsd0lve it in oil of salt, mixed with Mercury madé urine.
When the () is well dissolved into a golden odupthe oil of wine into it, and it will become red blood. Take 1
part of this blood and 10 parts of spirit of wikéstill over the alembic till it is quite beautiflike a ruby, and you

have a potable gold which can be used internaliyeatternally.
NOTE
The author indicates various processes for makatglpe gold, and when they are examined by dayali one
work, that is, a dissolution of gold. Only the miena are somewhat changed, for the rest it is odetlae same, as |
have already mentioned. You can take any menstgawniike, provided it does not harm (), so that gold is not
contaminated by it, thereby causing harm to mamnodgh the menstrua gold does not acquire any efiltees than
those it already has. Arousing those, howeverhabthey can come out of their potentiality intduadity, can only
be done by a suitable menstruum, which has beenstied in various Notes. Whoever possesses a good
menstruum, let him dissolve gold in it, and he éiasugh processes, and must not look for anothem Evhere
were a thousand processes, nothing will finallyltethereby but a dissolution. Nevertheless, omegss is better
than another. The present preparation is justtlikerecent one with the oil of wine, except that $pirit of urine is
added to the oil of salt. Aside from that, it issapperation and has one effect. But here he spddake Mercury of
urine, which is no other than the spirit of urined he does not say anything about the method pféparation.
Although | have already referred to the spirit dha, | will nevertheless describe here the rigieparation of the
Mercury, so that laboratory workers are not hinddrg a lack of knowledge thereof and can find ie aontext the
whole perfect process. It is done as follows:
Collect a good amount of boys' urine, let it putriefr some time, and distill the first and subfferis over like
brandy. Set the filtrate in digestion for 8 days distill again as before. Keep the spirit but libé left-overs of
both distillations quite dry in a kettle. Calcineén a potter's furnace, extract from it its fixealt with rain water,
knead it under potter's clay, and distill it likenamon spirit of salt. You will obtain a yellow, gpaspirit, rather
heavy in weight. Rectify it to remove all phlegritaen pour on it by drops the first-prepared vodasibirit. It will
effervesce strongly, so that you will be surpriseéind so many opposites together in one subfeethite
substance will precipitate. Let it settle, pour pidegma off from it, dry the rest, put it in a curbit and sublimate
it with a strong fire. A beautiful bright sublimatéll rise into the alembic. Remove it and keeag,it is good for
many things. Take one part of it, add to it 3 paftspirit of salt, digest this together and distiiNow you will
have a wonderful menstruum for dissolving not agdyd but all the other metals and minerals.
Now dissolve the calcined gold with it, accordinglie author's instruction, and you will obtainesyfine and
right extraction. While feces will be left overtime retort, which turn into a white Body if theyeanelted with
borax, but it is quite untractable, brittle, anédits. If it passes through the bath of Saturn, kewdts malleability
is restored and it turns into a true fixed silwghich has also been referred to in the previougNdow to process
it to revert it to what it had been has also begrorted.
The Mercury spirit of urine is an excellent medecior all pulmonary diseases, because it cleahsss thoroughly
and rids them of the slime that is the cause dfreidosis, asthma, and other severe sicknessase lfakes of it
only one drop in a liquid such as hyssop, melissaarbobenedict water, it also expels the cal¢iduswithout any
suffering. It dissolves it, as the calculus isys#dtrtar. The spiritual tartar looks for it and neas it. Being a spirit, it
penetrates and liquifies it, forcing it to passetbgr with it through the urether and bladder.dlddell many



examples of this, how | cured persons of high amdrianks with it - but of that more will be saidiia place.
Everyone who has a house apothecary should keeady, for it is not only useful for the aforementd diseases
but for many others. Taken in camphorated spinvioie at the time of the Plague, it drives the poisut with
great force through perspiration and urine. Itstssall corruption, from which this disease actustems, and all
medicines for this infection should really be tidgeith this spiritus, which should be carefully rembered. It is a
great pity that hardly any apothecary exists wiseieh a wonderful medicine can be found, to which could
resort in case of need. | am afraid it will alsoam@reaching to deaf ears.

If the brain sinks down either through beatingailirig, people generally become insane. A wondexferiment
can now be made with this spirit. Of this mediaginee every morning half a scruple in water of bliaets, and
you will see with surprise how soon it will show #ffect.

When in winter the external members, hands and fieeize, put some spirit of urine over them witkpange or
cloth. It extracts the frost in a few hours andvergs the member from rotting or developing a tumor

Joannes Agricola -Treatise on Gold
Chapter 6.
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Chapter 6
How the Purging () is to be prepared

Take 4 Lots of quicksilver, 1 Lot of fine gold, makn amalgam with them, such as goldsmiths do wienwish
to gild. Thereafter, enclose the amalgam in a glas# stand for 32 days in a gentle heat, sih gapor fire. After
that, 3 days in warm ashes. In this time the Bddye ( ) will have completely mixed with the qusiker. Now
pour the oil of vitriol over it, standing one fimgewidth over the materia. Set the glass in waanddill the

moisture has evaporated, then leave it in the segaetill it turns into a beautiful red precipitate
NOTE
In this process and title the author indicates Hmevgold is to be prepared so that it may purgetandinto a fine
precipitate, which also takes place. But if | takgood look at the preparation, it is rather a Mgr¢han a purging
gold. This must be achieved by the Mercury, as Migrcan also do this without the addition of gofdt is
precipitated with spirit of vitriol or other mearaf, which more will be said later on. It becomesrensudorific than
cathartic, as its effect shows. But when | lookhatcomposition, | find that there is 4 times acimMercury as
gold. Therefore it is wrong to call it "purging @bl This process is not at all new or of particutaportance, for
this preparation can be found in many authors,ldnadl previously seen it in many laboratories, titounder the
title of "purging Mercury". More can be read abthis and looked up in Penotus, Beuinus, Quercetanus
Harmannus, and other chymists, who prepare thisaimedn a shorter time.
The author believes that gold would turn altogetht&r a Mercury which could in turn again be redliggo gold.
But he is mistaken. Gold stays gold, even if it tbnough the leather with Mercury, as the goldesilso know.
If they wish to gild, they must put the gold on #ilver, and even if everything had been precipdand appeared
to have become fixed, it could be driven off inced fire, leaving the gold beautiful and shininghad therefore
not been altered, let alone turned into a mediciherefore students must be alert not to be misjesplendid
titles. In this composition one can also see tlo#d gtays as it is and does not impart the leasifbis substance to
the Mercury. Accordingly, gold does not cause saighurging.
But whoever wants to purge with gold, let him takdy aurum fulminans (gold that explodes over fiigh sharp
detonation - beaten into thin leaflets) which, hegre must be properly edulcorated, 10 or 12 graieswill find
that it also purges violently without Mercury, lmthout pain and danger. It will rid him of muchdmoisture,
especially if it is wrapped in a little black hddlere and taken in pill form. Then it purges excaghi well, and is
especially good for persons who cannot take mudticime. It is also a good remedy for persons whmoatake
much medicine. It is also a good remedy for finetigenen who generally do not like to take many roedis and
would rather be purged without them, if it were gibke.
Thus, some time ago, | purged a noble Count wittioiaddition of any medicine, either externalnteinal. The
following day he had twelve stools. It was indediha piece of the Art, and many who read this wiltbbably have



a good laugh at it. But let them laugh or crysithe same to me, but even so it is the bittehtand | can perform
it again whenever and at what time you are askiaganit. Nor is it sorcery, as some will think,tbuhappens in
quite a natural way. In addition, it is surpristhgt it enables people to have as many bowel montnaes they
wish, and when they feel that they have been puegedigh, they can at once stop, so that thereti®aanuch of a
good thing. Even if a man were several miles awasnfme, it can still be done as if he were present.

This purging method also provides you with a go@y wf purging pregnant women in case of need tidsd
recently with two such persons. It harms the firuiho way, as it effects its operation without @rguble. That |
should reveal it to everybody, however, | will mzt. | reveal anyhow so much as nobody has ever blefoge. For
how often it happens that a pregnant woman mupubged, and this is especially dangerous in ttst dind last
months. Often mother and child must die from ito3ér can be helped by this means, aided by Godh@nid no
paradox.

From a metallic body | can make a salt that is bRawand bright like a crystal, without any redttion. It tastes
like a somewhat sour apple. If you put no more thanain of it on your tongue and let it melt, itrges in a
surprising way 12 or 15 times, without any discornf€hildren and pregnant women can also use iigwis
indeed a fine performance. It does not only atthekfluids, leaving the hard feces behind, as spungatives
sometimes do, but it removes all feculent mateltahay well be called a specific purging mediciaad can be
prepared in a few hours. But what kind of a metdibbdy it is, each may ponder upon, because ihbasame. It is
black, white and grey, and is heavy as gold. Floisidne can easily see what it is. (ha,ha,ha,hHa,ha!

What is more, | can cure epilepsy with it and hdeae so for various persons, praise be to Godhgienly 1 or
grains in a specific liquid, such as Linden -, cheror swallow-water. Well, to treat further ofighrcannot be done
here and will probably be done at another place.

Poppius uses this purging gold for the cure offttench (syphilis), giving 2 or 3 grains in one lodteriac. True,
the impure syphilis-infected blood is mightily alesed by it, for it is not only purged through bowevements but
also causes profuse perspiration. It must be reragsdbhowever, that if it is to purge, it must hettoo fixed; if it
is to cause perspiration, it must be reverberatedstrong fire. Then it gets a diaphoretic virdnel drives out the
perspiration. All diaphoretics must be well fixeadeseparated from their volatile spirits, becabsevblatile spirits,
move the abdomen and purge, as may be seen withcayt Many think that it is impossible to prep#ra such a
way that it only purges through the lower parts.0dffer can control its volatile spirits, howevem easily achieve
it, and by many and various means, of which | ggleak further on in detail.

Likewise, it is also used for the Plague in lematew, juice or spirit, because it strongly fightem®y poison,
provided it is made quite fixed. If great impurigynoticed in a subject, it can also be used fogipg, but it must
be done immediately at the beginning, since, agé@tenus rightly reminds us in his Alexicaco, Meigs strongly
fights this poison. Thus one has heard that thgueléad made no dent in localities close to quiedsimines. This
is the reason why quicksilver is put around pespieck as a temporary amulet against the Plague.

This prepared gold is also used to advantage soafsRed Dysentary when one generally becomeseanfar
suspicion of poison, as in the year 1624, when smcépidemic prevailed in Thuringia. If you admieis2,3 or 4
grains in quince juice, it does much good, no makteugh what channel it accomplishes its openafior Nature
knows well how to eliminate her excrements.

In jaundice, it does its share very well and casilgde administered by putting 5 grains into ladkenwater for
three consecutive days. It not only drives awawgiee but all other sicknesses that have speafiars, and there
is no better remedy.

In surgery, this gold is quite a healing mediciioe,it provides a good foundation in all corrupteatts, cleanses
them and promotes their healing. A surgeon may reétlon it, It eliminates everything impure withiqaain and
corrosion, and does not let any accident becomafisérit heals all wounds in a short time, no matibat they
are, because Mercury is a mighty incarnativum goettan all medicines, and barbers should usatiééu of the
common corrosive precipitate which is harmful aadses much pain. This one, however, operates \itfieut
pain and does not cause any inflammation. Wherre e especially deep holes, it heals them quidklgarticular
if it is mixed with the other medicines.
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Chapter 7

How to Prepare Diaphoretic Gold

Take some of the brown gold calx, calcined quitatlgdike sponge or cotton wool, as has been meepticseveral
times before. It has to be calcined in a steadyféir 13 or 18 weeks. This calx must be put in ialpglass and
frequently moistened with mercurial oil. When thare 2 Lots of the calx, pour 1 Quentlein of meiauwil upon it
all at once, then mix these well together, clogeglass and set it in warm sand for 3 days. Wherdlix has again
become fixed and dry, open, open the glass anditgagain 2 Quentlein of mercurial oil. The glasssibe closed
again and put for 1 or 6 days in the sand tikk iagain fixed and dry. This must be done a thireg¢tand continued
till 4 Lots of mercurial oil have been imbibed intee gold calx. Finally, it has to be given a strdine to turn it into

a stable red powder. When this work has been cdathlgou have the right Diaphoretic Gold.
NOTE
This preparation of diaphoretic gold is likewiserma preparation of Mercury than gold, as the wiolaposition
proves, because the oil of Mercury, which is othsevguite volatile, is tied with the gold and matigble in the
fire. It should be more correctly called "diaphardflercury” than "diaphoretic Gold", as twice tha@unt of gold
is added to the oil of Mercury. This compositioraisost literally repeated in the Treatise on Meyctirue, it is a
fine composition, but one has to take care to aldta right mercurial oil, devoid of any corrosivatter, otherwise
nothing good will come of it. How to do this, wilke clearly reported below by the author and myséigre the
laboratory worker can look it up. Therefore, inis necessary to add it here and to describe the s#rk twice or
three times.
It is easy to prepare it, as these two coagulaiye®nly, one must not take too much liquid dr Hiit should
happen through carelessness, the fire has to bectlgrregulated to prevent the water or oil frdging and
evaporating, leaving the gold alone at the bottdhis can very easily happen if there is too mudhitspecause it
is volatile and has great power. Not only doessé guickly but it also breaks the glasses, asdeifijnave
experienced. A beginning laboratory worker must gearly for his experience, especially if he islishgawith
wrong and obscure processes. Strange things odigpeln, and nothing comes out of them. This isehson why |
have taken on this author, explained him, andtifised him with special Notes and experiments, ngkireal
system out of it, so to speak, and so clear tiperaon with little intelligence, or one who onlywnbegins to learn,
can well work according to it. Whoever is not helgeereby, cannot be helped. Nor do | believe dngbne has
been acting so sincerely. True, many have publifeaditiful writings, but that they had been vedfiey
experience - that did not happen.
The author did indeed not invent this process buigiled it from the old Philosophers who said tih&t gold had to
be prepared through Mercury. This had a differeeéaning with them than the author now imagines. Some
however, got closer to this process. They wereitapfor a different liquid or mercurial oil and goimed it with
the gold. In that they were very successful andiobti a much nobler medicament than the authdrs atithor did
hear a bell ring but he did not know in what vikkadpecause the term "Mercury" is an ambiguous wamd,among
a thousand there is hardly one who hits on thd righderstanding of it.
The right Mercury or its liquid absorbs the goldsich a way that it is so strongly conjoined witthat they can
never again be separated - which common Mercurg doedo. Even if it obtains great fixity, the t@o not
conjoin per minima. Saturn,
no matter how lame he is, knows how to separate.tiéhat he examines and finds to be stable willaiarstable
and need therefore not fear any enemy.
Of such a nature and capability is also the ligpfithe real Mercury. But where to find and obtaimhl cannot
report at this time, as | myself have not yet mat, lalthough | saw him for some time at anotherdyfs@nd's. But
to me he did not wish to come,, although | havestopped searching for him. Many Philosophers magerted
that he can surest be met in Egypt. Thereforad hdi begrudge a journey to Egypt, visited thefsalen ports
where the Nile flows into the sea, especially &y tbay that he lives near the water. That may meelo, because
where the Nile does not flow, Egypt is desert, @ing infertile and uninhabited. Therefore | could inquire in
such places but traveled from one port to anothas, referred from one to the next, from the uppetntbe
Canopico, to the Bolbitico, from there to the othéhe Sebbenitico, Pelusiario, Tenetico, Phaniaod finally to
the Mendosico. However, | achieved as little in poet as in another though | saw some horribleemamous
crocodiles. If Mercury had crept inside them - hessawhen you are looking for him, he has a wayidihg like the
polyp - | cannot say, but | can truthfully say thatet with great danger in Egypt, and yet, God®vklence did not



allow me to find Mercury. | will probably not do $iii God takes pity on me and grants him to medaood
medicine, as | greatly harmed my body in my youithwaveling and laboratory works - and this biegof God
must be obtained by continual and devout prayetsatWhave so far said about Egypt has not beer dathout a
reason, as some would imagine, for the Mercurywkeha mind is a true son of the Nile, which takissorigin in the
mountains of Luna and flows through the whole offiigSapienti satis.

In the course of my travels, however, | came tovknaany kinds of fine earth and metallic stones,chtdre useful
to me in many ways. Nor will | withhold from therkl reader the good things that happened to meoédiin | did
not get to know the true Mercury, | did find a maiial liquid with which i can prepare a wonderfutpble gold. It
is indeed no mean arcanum, although | have scefairikas my greatest secret and have been retuctagveal it to
anybody. Even so, | will not withhold it any londaut communicate it to my fellowman and serve Hieréby. It
must be prepared with great care, however, agiihieis so volatile that it vanishes from a glaisat is not tightly
closed, even if set only in the air, without thathef the sun and the fire, at which | have ofteerbsurprised. As
mentioned earlier, this liquid is so acceptablgdtd that they quickly conjoin and want to stayetiger. How you
can obtain it is done as follows:

In the gold mines there is a yellow or red earthvéisome of it brought to you. Now take some of, thawder it,
pour distilled rainwater over it, boil it for one three hours, and when there is no more watersadd more. Then
suck it down slowly, filter it through paper, dishalf of it off, and put it in a cool place. Afta few days, mighty
beautiful crystals will sprout. Remove and dry théihey taste like sour wine, almost like creamaofar mixed
with a little bitterness. If they are left for afelays in a closed glass, in gentle heat, theydarmed as blood. Now
take a good amount of the aforesaid mineral oheartimble it and dry it without fire. mix the ctgs with it, one
part of crystals to two parts of the earth. Pug thixture in a retort, place a rather big receiadront, and distill by
degrees. You will obtain a beautiful white merclsiairit. Enclose that in a phial and let it digést 14 days in a
vapor bath. Then separate the phlegma from itifygtbnce or four times in a glass retort sesand, and you will
obtain a beautiful secret mercurial spirit, of whiu will not have seen much. It has a very nicte.

Now take one part of the gold calx, prepared asvEhtaught in my Note above. Add as much of thecorél spirit,
congeal them together well closed, and when there@@ more yellow drops, add the same amount at syid
coagulate again. It will again become fixed in arstime, and the gold will open and become quetgk Pour more
spirit over it and process till the gold turns bWaed and is fireproof. You will have a medicinge tike of which
you will hardly find. It can be used for all diseasand all men. You must not try to find out howperates, for it
works according to the disease, and its effecery fast. It very quickly drives the perspiratidihie sickness is
supposed to be cured thereby, yet without any sulese tiredness, as may be seen sufficiently flwarfew
examples and experiments cited, from which theieafdn of the medicine can be learned, also wiegse
required. If Nature will not have it otherwise thidmat a purging should be used, it must not betethit prepared
this medicine only once, because | can only rambhgin the required earth, especially in view & pliesent menace
of war.

It happened in 1624, when the Red Dysentary waagamid the young, and | first tried it on my cdtidttle 4-
year-old daughter. She had also succumbed toriind epidemic, and so much so that | doubted follifee She
had a strong fever, her pulse was rapid, hardst&modg, she had a very great thirst, her tongueaVddack, and
her excrements were black and green. Day and sightould neither rest nor sleep due to the craial poreover,
she could neither eat nor take medicines but vaha@terything, even if it was ever so little. Alege signs pointed
to death. There was little hope, as the symptomfdamt have been worse. Although she was notitacki any
good remedies, nothing would help her in the least.

Just then, | had this work in the fire, and althwitchad not yet been quite brought to its pertecti opened the
glass and took some of it out. | wanted to try whaould do in this desperate sickness. | gavditihy daughter 3
drops of it in a little bullion. She kept it downdafterwards lay quietly for two hours. | believedas an omen of
death and that all her strength had gone. Butsefaé to God, things turned out quite differerilfger two hours,
she again had a bowel movement, but not with saghgs before, at which | was very happy. As |cettithat
much putrid matter was present due to the intdumabrs, | considered it necessary to expel it bitla enema,
which was applied and relieved her. It was madelésws:

Rec. Rad. Polypodi

Liquiritiae

Sem. Carthami cortus. an. j. Lot.

Herb. Origani

Calamint

Abrotani

Absinthii



Centaur. min.

Flor. Hypericon an. m.j.

Cort. granat. ij. Lot.

Furf. tirtic.

Hordei mundi an. m.j. coquantur in lacte caprilisg clauso, cola & colaturae j. Unc.

Hierae colocynth. ij. Lot.

Mellis rosati j. Lot.

Salis comm. j. Lot., mixed, and this was the enema.

After this enema, the colic diminished somewhaer€pon | gave her another dose of this gold, amdild see
with my own eyes that the child got new strengthtesspeak, and improved. After 10 hours, | agaivegher a
dose, and a fourth after another 6 hours. With &Sbelp and this sole remedy my child recovered detely. Later,
| cured more than thirty patients with this one eglyy and most of them are stll alive at this time.

The following year, in 1625, a surveyor of the watarks in the saltworks of Sultza in Thurigia, advaorking
man, had so much pain in his left side that hectaolt relax day or night. He went for advice to Néwirg, but
things turned out very bad for him. A severe fefelowed which lasted over four hours every dayosafter that,
his thigh began to swell, and finally his whole abtwn. He sent for me, asking me to help him. | g@awit was
dropsy at its highest stage. | purged him threedimith Mercury, as will be described below. Anmnous amount
of water went from him, but he was so exceedinggdtthat | did not wish to attack him further wjghrging. All at
once the water was eliminated too frequently, reémgpwith it much spirit and strength. As he couttt take any
food, | had to think of a tonic. | therefore gavmtevery day 3 drops of potable gold in plain wafdter that, he
found new strength, as he reported to me, andjfeti¢ light all over. The swelling, however, contia, and his
abdomen and legs were quite soft. When | saw tikadtfength was increasing, | gave him everyweekairihe
pills, each time one scruple.

Rec. Extr. Hellebori nig.

Rhabarba

Mag. Gummi de Peru j. Lot.

Turpeti mineral. j. Lot.

Tinct. Corall. rub. ij. Lot, these mixed, and wih of cinnamon made up the mass of the pills. tweyked
exceedingly well, without any discomfort, and expelthe water in a moderate fashion. In the meantirgave
him every morning 3 grains of potable gold. The ling subsided, and after 9 weeks he was compldtedyof it,
so that not the least could be noticed about itvéie@r, as he did not keep to a proper diet in gatimd drinking -
for he drank far too much - the same sicknessmetuin 1628 and he died of it, unable to obtainstae remedies
as before. | believe that if he had them, espgralthe beginning, he could have been cured omre.rihis is a
great experiment, and a physician may certainly ealit. | know for sure that he will earn praiselehonor by it
and be able to do away with the common saying:

Hydrops, Quartana Medicorum scandala plana.

One requires the right means at the right time,wilicsee that Nature is not so powerless thatcstrenot cure
dropsy. She has enough remedies, if only we weremtazy, and were searching for them among Hgests, and
were preparing them. Everything depends on thesehings provided God's blessing is added, for auitht we
cannot accomplish anything.

That same year, there was a school teacher nfsbfarSultza, called Reinsdorff. he was in bed wit$t this
sickness. His thighs had sprung open, and muchrwateout of them. Nevertheless, his abdomen sttyekl, and
at the same time his genitals had ruptured, sontieh water went from him. He, too, sent for méjrags me for
advice, as he had heard that the surveyor in Shitdebeen cured of precisely this sickness. Ahémot pay for
the required medicines at the apothecary, | gavesbime of my own, even if they were ten times betfer God's
sake. When | saw that he had become rather wesakitlhim 4 doses of this potable gold. He hadke iiain
cinnamon water on four consecutive days. After,thgave him the afore-mentioned pills, each tira# & scruple.
They acted as a very mild laxative and eliminateatimwater from him. The swelling disappeared cotepjel
continued four times a week with the potable gattj did this for two months. His thighs were stiimewhat thick
and open. | therefore prescribed the following @i, in which he had to wash twice a day, as &dieacould
stand it.

Rec. Herb. Ebuli m. iij.

Cort. Sambuci m.j.

Fol. Artemis.

Pentaphill.

Anelhi



Flor Hypericon.

Rosar. rub. an. m.j.

Sulph. vivi

Aluminis rochae an j. Lot.

Muriae naturalis, enough to boil these herbs iftiey had to boil for several hours, then be powfédnd let cool.
After this, he had to have iron slag made redhdt@oured over by this water till it was only justlsot that he
could stand it. In it he had to bathe his thighseyrbecame small and lithe and began to heal. Wadrad used this
footbath several times, | also gave him some iibtogut on his ulcers. Everything healed in arshhile, and he
was completely restored.

For the quartan fever it is a good remedy. In Hraes year, | cured three patients of it, a man andraan of the
aristocracy, and a young girl, all three in Thuaigrhe nobleman had this fever for 19 weeks, asdeeit began to
swell. What he was using for it was of no avail fitdt, | did not want to take him on, seeing thatwas already
swelling up and that he was losing his appetite Jéhger the more. Nevertheless | agreed to tnarhpecause of
his insisting. | had the following pills prepareat him and gave them to him four times at a gohwite day's rest
in between. Before purging him, | gave him the aura or tincture of tartar, and it will be descrideelow under its
title.

When he had used it for 7 consecutive days, onkl ¢cmiice a change in the urine. Before, it wasoyel murky
and thick, now it was altogether black. | thoudt#ttnow was the right time to resort to the melahchumor or
tartar, and began with it. The first day, | gaveldi scruple, although that did not do much. Thiofadhg day, |
gave him one and a half scruples, the third andfiaday, 2 scruples each time. They achieved & gesd and
eliminated so many black feces that one could wohde so many could have been held in the abdoiites.
arcanum of tartar had softened them, so that tleqoiuld expel them. The pills were made as folow

Rec. Extr. Helleborinig.

Gumm. Ammoniaci

Cort. fraxini an. j. Lot.

Aloes |. Lot.

Antimonii com Spir. Vitriol. praecip. j. Lot.

Tartari Vitriolyti j. Lot.

Salis Filichis

Absinthii an. j. Lot.

Tinc. Croci orientalis j. Lot.

Martis j. Lot. cum oleo Rosismarini, was the mafthe pills made.

After this treatment, the fever would not subsidéthe paroxysm was not as strong as before. Thereéaave
him 6 times some of this potable gold, each tingea8ns in an extract of root of fern. The fevet kxid did not
return, and the patient had completely recovereith e other persons, however, where the fevemuaget
become so severe, | used nothing but potable galdains at one go, in an extract of fern, on tensecutive days.
they were completely cured.

| will relate yet another case history, when | utied potable gold in a case of consumption. A agldung lady
had not had her menses for a rather long timeddiitian, she had lost much weight and had a fesike. continued
losing weight from day to day but even so did nahtto take any medicine, except what old womerked@nd
gave her. When then her end threatened to comé. dfeBhew's Day, she tried more than ever. Sheahad
physician fetched from Weimar. When he came, readly had enough with one look at her, did not pifesc
anything, and left again. Her brother, who was edgiviend of mine just as the previous patient wHdmad cured
of the quartan fever, looked me up and told meeofdondition and how the physician had left hedéspair. He
begged me to look after her. | gave the same &pihhe Weimar physician, namely, that they hadedaibo long.
They, however, implored me to take the troubleahg with them to their home, as it was no farteay than one
and a half miles.

When | arrived, she was lying there withered likekaleton. | could not comfort her very much bud $hat | would
try something with her. She was to call on Godafdrealing. | gave her every day 2 grains of thisiple gold in
rose-sugar, because | could not undertake anydigggowing to her great exhaustion. ("rose-sugaaldo known
as "conserve of roses"). | left again the third,degving her a whole Quentlein of this arcanugrescribed her to
use it every day, and within 14 days she was twrinfme of her condition. In my heart, however,d dot think
that she could be cured. What happened?

After 14 days, she wrote me a letter in her owndiaiting, informing me that she was feeling betiad that her
stomach demanded food. She wanted to know whatdfiaddiet she should follow. | wrote her what weguired
and ordered her to take the medicine | had presdritvery day. Four weeks had not passed when shg gmd



learned to walk, which she had been unable to flarééor 10 weeks. Of that she also informed md, stre
continued in that way. | sent her more of the mieéicas much as | had. Shortly thereafter she tegdo me that
her menses had appeared again, though quite pelaidd that she should be glad about this, effrey did not
have the color they were supposed to have, aslit cwt yet be otherwise. She was to continueréent. After
three months, she was quite hale and healthy, bigfhvhad increased, and she recovered her natlmal Later
she married, and is still alive today.

| consider this cure a miracle, for whoever woulddr seen her would have sworn that she could eahsethird
day. Nevertheless, God has blessed this medicaemat)ing her to recover her full health, whichddde
remembered.

These are my experiments with potable gold. | hevethers to write about, but the conclusion iyeasiraw: If it
has performed thus in the main diseases, what ¢oodd do in the lesser ones? And as it is a plweiaphoretic,
there is no doubt that it would very well do itashfor the Plague and epidemical diseases. | tio@ed that it
will also be a success for all those who use i, @aalthy people should try to obtain this noblaici@e. | have
been unable to get this mineral earth again. Nattittcould not be found again, but that it coutd be extracted
and brought to me due to the war. Neverthelesspétthat | can shortly obtain it again and with Gdetlp again
prepare this noble medicine, thus serving my fetlmm and my family in case of need. | do not dobét it could
be used for many other things, but because | hav&ied it, | will keep silent about it. Each may it himself,
then he can best judge and see what he can achithvehe virtues | have described above.
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Chapter 8

How To Prepare A Mercurium Vivum From Gold And Other Metals

Take 4 Lots of Hungarian gold, dissolve it in alt distill the salt off, and brown calx is left the bottom. Put that
into a flat glass, close it tightly and give it@nstant fire, but so that the calx does not methénglass. Let it stand
for 8 or 12 weeks, and the calx will be so muclerberated that it becomes quite malleable, like. dNsw dissolve
it in oil made of antimony and Mercury, let it sthim the heat till the oil disappears altogethet dries up. Then
begin to sublimate with a strong fire, and the gailll sublimate above on the glass like a goldegriRemove it
carefully. It can be manipulated with the fingeke lan amalgam or quicksilver, except that it doatsrun like the
common quicksilver.
ANOTHER WAY
Take subtle gold calx, calcine it with the elementdercury of the Sun or Moon. After the calcinatjadd as
much Live Mercury to it and put it into a sublimaton. Let it stand in gentle heat for 8 days tiliurns into a
sublimat. Now begin sublimating. Enclose this sullie in a glass and set it to digest for some tmaevapor fire,
and all the sublimate will change into a mercuBatly. If now sulphur is added to this quicksilvégold in the
right proportion or weight, and Mercury is thus aeed with the Philosophical Fire, you have an Bswemedicine
for healing lepra, for it cleanses the corrupt imgplblood, expels the dirt of the whole body thropgispiration,
and rejuvenates it somewhat.
NOTE
Almost the whole world is singing of the Mercurytbe Sun and other metals, and there is no labgratorker
who does not speak of this Mercury. | have alsomesty learned men who thought that the Mercurhef3un
was like the bride around whom there is so mucltidgn but what they got was little, just like théters of
Penelope. It is the same with this Mercury. | wdikd to see a man and speak with one who doebax@ this
Mercury on his brain. But Mercury laughs at therd aauses them enormous confusion. If there is obgest
under the sun that causes much work for the alcttgmit is this, and many believe that if only tleeyld prepare
the Mercury of the Sun, they would be on the righy, and that no better way could be found in thele world.
This is so because the Philosophers unanimousiyatelthat the first beginning of the Work must ahduld be a
work based on the rays of the Sun, as Sendivogiys Jhis saying has made a fool of so many anduialgnated



their brain to such an extent that for the sakilefcury their work came to nothing and went uphie &ir. Even so,
whenever | entered a laboratory, | saw that thexeweisy preparing the Mercury of the Sun. Much mydress been
squandered on it and strange processes have heamed, that one must rightly wonder that humameimgsity has
accomplished to fathom that secret. And | say fignikHermes and Geber were to raise from the désl would
be horrified and could never do such works. Antalgh Geber experienced many beautiful thingsstilidition
and wrote tremendous processes himself, they dahéngan comparison with the present works, fortea@ants to
be above the other. Each tries to show his wokkhetter light, and each praises his work abovieahethers. If
they are seen in daylight, however, they all shosvdame result. That is, one remains a fool liketer, and one
accomplishes as little as another. Under the laipdfor Rudolf I, | know that more than 10.000 Digocaere spent
on this Mercury, and not one Ducat's worth of ulsefss resulted from it, except that syphilis, whigds at that
time quite common in Prague, could be cured faBet this cure costs a lot of money, and syphdiadt worth so
much, it can be cured at less expense.

| have seen how a laboratory worker had a largatifyan a glass and wanted to congeal it. | lawhaethis work
and asked what it was that he wanted to congeateShe gold had been fixed before, he would ftiei desired
fixation were to follow immediately, obtain moré¢ than there was before. But he could not getith@shis
mercurial brain and thought that there would betitmes more than there was before. But the tabtee wurned and
the glass received a shock. Now the prisoner blmd®e and fled in silence. He looked around toheme he could
safely get away. Seeing no way or hole exceptithenall, he fled through there, and the good mame to naught.
How Mercury must have laughed at this foolish youman when he escaped so easily from prison.

In brief, say what you like, Mercury remains akgter, goes hither and thither, tries his luck Hmacan deceive the
gods and men. Besides, he also has a thievingenatarying away the veil of Venus and Vulcan'srimeent. And
again, | am surprised that so much time is spenhempreparation of this Mercury and the variouscpsses that
have been invented to this end.

Our author has also described two for us, but bagot worth anything and are stupid enough fabaratory
worker such as the afore-mentioned one. For itidemt that gold accounts for the least part odiitd how then can
it be called a Mercury of the Sun? Most of it idgar mercury and a little antimony, and if it issshow properly
treated, the common mercury can be driven ofbithat it must leave the gold behind. And suppbstied with it
and mixed with it like one water with another, whabd would it be? Because it would be a contarathat
composition, and as little could be accomplishetth wias with common mercury, except that in thapyit
precipitates somewhat faster. Aside from thatninocd see anything else in it.

Many artists believe, as our author also does,itlla¢y had the Mercury of the Sun and conjoirtedith its own
sulphur, they would have the greatest medicin@énvorld. Let him believe that who wants, | for pgrson cannot
believe it. Experience has often proven that i thian the Mercury of the Sun does not except\ts dincture or
sulphur. If things went as the author wants, ampesing that it accepted them immediately, theraldvo
nevertheless be a separation in the right exaroimati

(Translator's note: Agricola speaks about the Mgrofithe Sun (gold), yet the sign in the margifers to ()
(silver). Likewise in Para 2 above. The sign shdéd ) (gold).

| have seen that Herr Hasselmeyer had almost aewdmlind of Mercury of the Sun. He also added ishaw -
which was blood red - but it did not except thatture, although he had kept it long enough irfitlee Bernard
Penotus also testifies that he did not succeediimgdt. There are reasons why it does not exdepstlphur. When
the Body () is changed into a running Mercuryréhie no separation of the sulphur and the salteberything is
simultaneously transformed into a Mercury. Consatjygit already contains all that it needs andnzdrabsorb
more. That is also the reason why it rejects amljt@dal sulphur, and the substance () is totaiiypsformed
without a separation. Of what use is it them to addiperfluous amount of it? Nature does not absane than is
her due. The rest is all time, effort and expeonsabthing.

Although there is something to it that the Merc(jyis better than the common one, if it is proeest® perfection, |
do not doubt that common Mercury can also be psmzkso that degree by careful preparation, exespa/ready
indicated above, one is sooner coagulated and statie in the fire than the other. It must, howewet be
infected with the common Mercury, which is onlyastard, but must be pure and perfect, otherwisenivt worth
much. Whoever would like to prepare it, let himdat this process, for both of the author's procgsse not worth
a hood.

Take sublimated Mercury, sublimated with vitriodesalt. Make it come alive again as is customafterAhat,

take sal ammoniacum, as much as there is Mercodysablimate it again. When this is done, remo¥ein the
head of the alembic. Discard the feces, and subtimgain. Repeat this sublimating till everythitays at the
bottom and melts like wax or butter. Then it is egio. Now take it out and put it in a glass dishyrpaver it
ammoniated water of the Sun (whose preparationbsiiindicated below), to moisten it well. Set itwarm sand



and coagulate it. Then add again some water argltaia. This must be repeated till it can no lorfgeecoagulated
but stays fluid like oil. Put it in a cold placendait will turn into a beautiful bright water. Thigater is also used for
other things, and in chymistry much can be doné ijtespecially as a means for refining silver.

Now take as much of this water as you like, putrytbinly laminated gold or silver in it, let it dégt 24 hours, and
the gold will melt and become like a sponge. Oigtié water off, a dirty mass will be left at thettom. Pour warm
rainwater on it and mix it well with your fingerShe whole Body will turn into a beautiful runningevtury.

By this process the Mercury of any Body can be n@ade and uncontaminated. It can be used at tlet'sart
pleasure, but to make the Lapis with it will noppan this year.

Although there are more means and ways for pregahni& Mercury of the Sun, they cannot all be recemied.
Most of them are quite wrong, and among ten hawdly works. Therefore | will add yet another metbgdvhich it
is easier to obtain it in less time. Here it iskd@@ Lots of gold, dissolve it in Aqua Regis, aassially done. When
everything is dissolved, distill the water off tiiress, pour fresh Aqua Regis over it, let it digg4 hours, and
again distill it to oiliness. You must repeat thisrk seven times. Now give it a rather strong faed the gold will
rise and sublimate. Remove this sublimate carefully dissolve it in spirit of wine, strengtheneddilyof salt. It
will melt. Distill half of the water off and setéfrest in a cool cellar. Beautiful crystals wilbsgp. Remove them,
add to them 2 Lots of salt of urine, salt of alkadilt of tartar, sublimate of ammonia, each orteahalf Lots, let
them putrefy together for 14 days. Now add halbarl of crude tartar and sublimate or drive it tigjo a retort
into a receiver in which there is cold water. Yoill see the Mercury of the Sun rise over quite brilike common
Mercury. It comes alive in the cold water. Remavanid purge it in the same manner as will be indataegarding
common Mercury. You have again a true live Meronithout the addition of common live Mercury.

Although our author thinks that many consider thathis transmutation the metal is brought intqpitisna materia,
he himself cannot believe it but says that it isydmought into its second materia. One is as &z¢he other, for
this Mercury is neither prime nor second materitaeWthe Philosophers refer to the second matéeg, t
understand quite another materia, as Sendivogiitesnin detail about it in his 12th Treatise ansl Book on
Mercury. If this were the second materia of Mercting Philosophical Materia could come out of itt bot by
precipitation as the majority believe. They maygipitate as much as they like, they cannot dmittliis precipitate
cannot only be revived and made volatile and ewatpdrlike common Mercury - which | have already timred
several times - but it cannot be turned into Phiidscal Materia, which materia is universal and sycific, and it
is the Soul of the whole world. Therefore all lalgth the Mercury of the Body is lost, may they sayat they like.
Libavius believes that by adding common Mercurthie Mercury an excellent piece of art has beereaeld, but it
exists only in his imagination, not in the work. €imas to laugh reading this fantastic trash of \iill® when he
adds: Arrige aures Pamphile, and he considerathenormous secret, when it is actually only mangsfstic trash,
good for nothing. But | will not be against it abelieve that it is better for medicines than comriviercury. But
this Mercury costs much money and is an expensiegicine. A much better medicine can be made by mggtkie
gold potable. as | have taught you, than by firstihg it into running Mercury.

Everything that has here been said about the Mgafuthe Sun likewise applies to the Mercury of Meon. |
consider them at the same level, for both are peBedies which cannot be brought into their primateria
without the addition of the true Philosophical M&eeven if 12 fodders of processing were presctith could
certainly indicate over 300 processes for one eé¢hmatters, which cost me a great deal, thoughalavork could
be found in them, except that | learned a fine krfac regulating the fire and boiling some watery@ung student
must not be led astray and must not believe angtthinse sophist fellows say. It is only words, #mely cannot
stand up to Vulcan (fire), but they and othersany being made fun of.

Joannes Agricola -Treatise on Gold
Chapter 9.
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Chapter 9

How to Prepare Vitriol from Gold

Take 6 Lots of fine gold which has passed througimany or has been purified by it. Beat it intintplates, coat
it with the artificial Mercury, called Aqua Regiy the Philosophers, and give it a gentle heat. glates will begin
to give off a crocus and color. Put that in a clgkass, then coat the gold plate again and caittiika vitriol or
color appears once more. Continue doing thisltithe gold has become one color. This vitriolikelthe crocus of
Mars (iron). Put everything together and pour ARemis over it. When it is dissolved enough, cleahgdth
Nature's water., then distill the phlegma off tdf klze amount, and a beautiful vitriol will sprowuthich attaches to

the glass like sugar. That is the vitriol from gold
ANOTHER METHOD
Others, however, take the golden plates, beat théte thin and fill the alembic with them so thaten the spirits
rise into the alembic out of the artificial AQuadi®e those same fiery spirits permeate the wholé, gxtracting a
subtle crocus which adheres to the plates liketifahsaffron. They remove it and pour over it Riise Water, let
it extract for 8 days, then decant, filter throymtper, and coagulate it to a salt of vitriol.
NOTE
Here the author indicates two processes for magohg vitriol, but in their effect one is like thehr. Only a
menstruum, or solvent, is used, and a method okingiis prescribed. It is nothing but a dissolutafrgold with
the corrosive Agua Regis, which he calls "artifidiercury”. If you have a good Aqua Regis, it ektsaa crocus in
the digestion, but that is much better done bysfhigt of Mercury. It is nothing but a dissolutitimat occurs when
Aqua Regis is poured on the calcined gold. It iswithout merit and gives you a crocus, but it isaim slower and
afterwards leaves you with little spirit, becaus#his vitriol is given strong fire in the digeeti, it melts back again
into a Body. It results in a yellow spirit thatrist really sour though somewhat bitter. The sathervitriol of the
Sun can be made in another way which goes fastealao dissolves the Body better.
Distill the spirit through the alembic, rectifythiree times. Then take the salt from the Death&dHadd it to the
first spirit and distill till the fixed salt alsoogs over the alembic. When this spirit is readwpt Itiee gold into plates,
hang it in a glass above the spirit, and it wiliragt the crocus in the digestion. Then dissoleedtocus in distilled
rainwater, filter it, and distill it by half. Nowolely brown, sometimes also red crystals will shoa cool cellar.
They can be dissolved again, but it will not amaornuch. It is indeed no radical dissolution, besailed salt or
vitriol. It is nothing but a corrosion of the Body, weaken it so much that it can be made potaldteen all these
works are rightly considered, one is like anoth@d one has the same effect as the other.
| have already several times reminded the readeyitNotes that if one has a right dissolution & ¢old - of those
| have mentioned | consider only two as the prilecgmes - it is sufficient, and there is no needitory greatly
about the others. Care has only to be taken tosehti@t which is not too corrosive, so that onesdud administer
poison instead of a teriac. You may call it by aayne you wish, it is finally nevertheless leproakcThus the
author's vitriol is nothing else: For it is onlyrooded by Aqua Regis, and nothing concerning thtecAn be learned
from it, although the Aqua Regis is called a Meycand rainwater Paradise Water. Words do not inmtbe
work, and one should take the least possible nofiegords but look solely to the operation and imatvit will and
should result.
If the gold is calcined first, however, as hasadiebeen taught above, it can be imbibed with tspiririne and
thus be dissolved completely. It will leave itsdea@t the bottom. What is dissolved is decantedi il menstruum
is distilled off quite dry. Now pour on some moperi of urine, proceeding as has been said befomd,this must
be repeated three or four times. Then pour didtil&énwater, or better, distilled May Dew overTihe gold will
dissolve very well and will thereafter give off itgystals and salt.
May Dew is prepared as follows: Collect a rathegdaquantity of it, put it in a big glass, seal thass and set it for
6 weeks in the sun or in warm horse manure. Thewliéaoagulate, so to speak, but at first it becemaite thin.
The phlegma must be separated, and finally itst&jsiven over with a strong fire. In this way oobtains a fine
menstruum, useful for many things, especially i§ istrengthened by its crystalline salt and cawgdito it. Now
someone might ask for what purpose this vitriolhaf Sun is made and prepared. The author doesergian it
with one word, but it is easy to see why: to tarimto potable gold, serviceable for many diseasesse of need. It
is not necessary to write here much about howilri®l is to be elaborated further, for this haeeh dealt with ad
nauseam in almost all headings and chapters.
| have seen in a noble house that a spirit wasldisfrom it, which was a wonderful cardiac tonicwas quite
different from the common spirit of vitriol. With & tincture was extracted from calcined silveryerioeautiful than
the finest gold could ever be. It was a wonderfahaum for epilepsy. Whether it could also be uselchymia, |



cannot truthfully say. | heard it being discusdaulyever, that if the yellow sulphur of silver wex@njoined with
gold, it would turn into a strange combination, pogedly a real augmentation of the Sun. | havdrieat it. | am
not against it, as it may very well be so, but ibiothat it can be produced in large quantity,ilkgisdoes not
contain much of this yellow sulphur.

So far we have dealt with many dissolutions andications of (), explained and amplified the authprocesses
by our experience, also accomplished fine cureseapdriments with it. But as to reveal my finalioptof this
business - | do not think much of most of them duse these dissolutions are no philosophical de&ins. But |
have already shown above how gold is to be adificidecomposed, and it need not be repeated hieage only
examined the operations in accordance with theoastinstructions and method, and have revealedli@ave
found them to be in the fire, in practice. | hopattthe kind readers will accept my care and candtbrthanks. |
could have written about many other preparatiomsran 30-year-experience with fire. But that was mgt
intention. had only resolved to analyze this autirad to show how far he could be followed.

Recently | got a hold of another way of preparinggple gold, such as Herr Harianus a Mynsich, ndyschool
comrade, describes in his Thesaro Medico-Chymitigpagh a similar one is also found in Ustadiusel0m
Philosphorum, and Thurnheuser also mentions itt ®ih&as greatly proven its effect. Upon the itesige of a
member of the nobility, | prepared it and foundetfect so good that I did not wish to omit indiogtit here, so that
everyone might safely work with it. Although theeparation appears to be bad, it does not matténGliere is
more art in a bad process than in one that hasdmered by many exaggerations which, when puthéotést, show
what it is. Now we will proceed with the preparatio

Take Hungarian gold, well purified through antimphgve it laminated very thinly, then dissolvenitai right oil of
the Sun (I have already indicated its right prefianeand more will be said about it below undettiile). When it is
dissolved, distill the oil of the salt strongly d@ffand a fine gold calx will be left at the batiof the glass. Take it
out, put it in a small retort, pour enough cinnarodron it to turn it into a pap. The gold will sedegin to
effervesce and become black. Pour on it a goodhelized spirit of wine, standing 2 fingers' breadbove the
materia. It will soon extract a tincture from thaldy Pour the spirit off and pour fresh spirit dnaind continue
doing this till no more tincture shows.

Remove the Death's Head, wash it with warm watdrvegigh it. Now pour again the right quantity ofrgpf salt
on it, and let it dissolve again. Distill the spoff quite dry, pour oil of cinnamon over it, amdhen it effervesces,
add the spirit of wine and extract its tincturepBat this work till the gold is completely dissalvand not the least
bit of insolved matter is left of the Body. Now paome clear purged spirit of wine on it, distilto oil, and you
will have a wonderful medicine or potable gold.{€b the truth, if among the common dissolutiong pleases me
more than another, it is precisely this one, bes#usperates extremely well. The person whom Ithefavor of
preparing it for, used it for her sickness - of @thhothing need be said here - and it was of dreagfit to her
health. However, | made two subsequent tests of it.

In 1629, a noble gentleman was suffering from alilesome podagra, so much so that his hands andaée
shrunk, and yet he was not yet 42 years old. Aljhdue had resorted to great physicians and hadeaksoto warm
springs, it was to no avail. | met him by accidemtg we discussed the terms. | told him that | edsto try
something with him but that | could not promiseeshelp. First, | purged him with oil of antimony will also be
taught later. It went through bone and marrow,@asgported to me. When | saw that it agreed sowighl him, |
gave it to him again after two days, and thus gpdrhim four times in a row. Then | gave him thiieees a week 6
drops of potable gold in essence of Jva Arthetibad his members rubbed with oil of ossium micsrb He
continued with this from Easter to St, James'slddeed to walk again with a cane wherever he wistvhile he
could previously not get farther than the place netiee had been taken with a chair. The bumps, hemveid not
disappear as they had already been hardened higihest degree. But he was happy and thanked Goavi®
improved so far that he could again walk anywheréaé house and grasp things with his hands. | dvoaler have
thought that this solution could have such an dentkffect. | also believe that he would have ctatgby recovered
if he had continued with this medicine.

That same year, the little 10-year-old daughtearohonest man in Sultza had long had a fever. e was so
exhausted that she lost her strength and witha@iteel paroxysm occurred every other day at 2 p.mlastdd four
hours. Although many medicines had been used, thaseno progress, and the child's condition stélyedame.
Yes, after the last medicine, she was worse th#meabeginning. | was convinced that she was gturdje, as no
medicine would help her. When | had prepared thtalple gold, | gave her three drops in the moriningpme
conserve of roses. The following morning | agaimegber 3 drops. About one hour afterwards it looked she
were going to vomit, but nothing happened. While glas gagging, a worm was passing through her malrtiost
twelve inches long. | was surprised. The fever vimam this hour on. | continued for three more desth the dose.
The little girl was hale and healthy and like newbd-rom this | conclude that this solution musbahave great



potential in other diseases, but as | could nodorgperiment because of the war, | cannot repottiér about it.
Whoever wants to keep his body in good health, Ishase this solution. He will certainly not regietAnd with
this we will conclude this treatise on gold andpiteparations, and proceed to silver accordingitcaathor's
method.

Concerning the Material of the Stone

This treatise is the first item in MS. 3027 in Bibliotheque de I'Arsénal. It is entitled 'De latidee de la pierre des
philosophes en général'. Here it has been tradslade the French by Mike Dickman.

CONCERNING THE MATERIAL OF THE STONE IN GENERAL

The primary and remote material of the Stone pdrito wit, Mercury, Silver and Gold, in that p&rfection
consists in triplicity, and that all that is triurseperfect. There is but one sovereign and indégetnperfection and
that is God, yet nonetheless within His unity, Hebedies the Trinity of persons.

Spirits separate from matter are of three kinds) are good, bad and middling, all that is mostgmrfoves
triplicity.
The principal members, too, are three, namely #zathbrain and liver, whence spread forth througtioe body
the arteries, nerves and veins, through which stits&@ natural vital and animal spirits, which maintthe natural,
vital and animal faculties.
On the same subject, there are in humankind tleeess masculine, feminine and hermaphrodite. Andogg in
our work, is Gold male, Silver female and Mercurg androgyne, converging the three into one siogle/re
For should others such as those holding the matdrine Stone to be Tartar, vitriol, antimony, @gar, urine,
menstrual fluid, semen, after-birth, blood, theaoeline, moonwort, salamander or other things siragaert the
contrary; either they know not the Art, or undemstdome other thing, which has, either the semblagaour,
consistency or at least some other similar quality.
It is thus then that those who seek the materibowitthe metallic genus, and in other place thahiwimetals,
work fruitlessly and in vain. May it please Godttttzey have firmly imprinted upon their minds thisom of the
Philosophers to wit thdike engenders like.
Has it ever been that a bull engender a lion? Do father trees, or plants or metals? It has even lcenstant that
man engender man, horse or, which is the samemats fathered of the human seed, horse froredbd of the
horse, and that from the seed of Rue springs Rdaever Sage. The same is true of Gold, which neserhe
produced without gold, nor yet silver without Silyand let those who stray from this path be fdycgersuaded
that they are wasting their time and their oil, atgb when that they would waste upon it all ofrthe=alth and
work at it all the time of their lives. And in thtktere are many who spend long years at this wiogkeat expense to
themselves, | warn them that they are off the ablé path, for it needs not so much time nor exeegxpense, for
there is in this work almost no other thing thagtsdout the fire.

OF THE MERCURY OF THE PHILOSOPHERS

Now since the principal part of our work consistknowledge of our hermaphrodite, that is to sayddey, guard
well that you take it not for the leprous, commaa &ulgar mercury, in no wise proper to this subjec
But where will you then - you ask - that | seek &ind it? | answer that he is imprisoned and bobpanany
chains, and that there be none but the Philosagdredeliver him and set him free. He sees himl éinaés, though
his dwelling he without gate or window; but the gail see it not nor know it at all, though it isalittimes and in all
places possessed by each and everyone, rich andnigitt or day. All beings handle, touch and sptitmderfoot,
and yet know it never, for as is said, its priseroid of door and window.
Now, a certain one believing, having heard thheihandled, spurned underfoot, wasted and foulatidyulgar,
set course for the mountain wherein he had heaaldtthat four men and two women were occupigterdigging
of minerals, each carrying on his or her breadtttiing which he sought. Being thus persuadedisf tie entered
into the mountain, and having met with the firstgpmage who was occupied at working and diggingetré,
looking attentively upon him perceived a strong estalist man in the habit of a soldier, red in coland returned
from the war, and knowing no other trade by whizlearn his bread. Now he, having regarded thizliety spoke
unto him rudely and asked of him what its was teasought, and who had made him so hardy as toneesimto
these realms where no-one had ventured before.



The traveller, astonished to find himself looke@maskance and addressed in tones so brusquedrepglt
gently:

"O Man of strength, | have heard it told that thieeefour men and two women who work this mountairg that by
long travail you all possess the materia of thdd8bphers' Stone. And, since I, myself, burn witthoar for this
hallowed Stone, | have no fear in coming to thacpl traversing waters, mountains and rocky cratisnot you
give me some hope of obtaining of one of you thiaictv| seek?"

"You have well understood," replied the strong mi#imat we are four men and two women, and thgpt@dkess in
truth such that we are that which you seek, andtagive it you, though | doubt that that will bestymay you
obtain it more easily of the one than the other.rfRg part, if you fight me not valiantly like wittome greatly
experienced soldier, only if you slay me, for | bt which you seek in the depths of my healigihg my
nourishment and life; and so of us all such as mérathis mountain.”

The traveller replied, "0 man of great strengthy woe hardy and robust, | should not at all likéigbt with you, |
should be like some puny Trojan against Achillex] get could | do all that David did against Gdii&t

"l advise you," - quoth the robust man - "to laytiner no hand upon my neighbour and concubine, &bo is most
powerful in combat, and if | be lion, she surelytis lioness. Nor do | advise you to attack oureBeign Chieftain
and his wife, for they be the King and the Quebaythave too much of pomp and splendour; taketbareto
attack them not, though well you might them vankuBut going further along, you shall come uporeathwvhom
if you subdue you shall arrive at your desired &end.

The traveller thus continued on his way, until het mith a most comely man, well-dressed and righergdid, with
whom he spoke as before. This man replied thad iwise would he give him something from which hieydelf,
drew nourishment and life, and that he would goamdy unto his own death, but to that also of theg<and
Queen, were he to grant what he asked of him.

The traveller spied on every side to assure thaimeowatched, for it was his intention to slay leind take from his
breast that which he there had so well conserved.snce he had said that on his death dependedhaisof the
King and Queen, he rejoiced also already, in tipehbat he would kill them straight way, and tatanf them that
which he sought.

Seeing thus that no-one appeared, he made attatlaosplendid man, taking him by the throat, beithied him
mercy swearing that in that case he would revetd him the secret he demanded.

The traveller having thus released him, he repligdou go further along, you shall come upon &add possessing
the treasure that you seek in more abundance k) he being old, you shall easily overcome nd
inasmuch as he is most close to our King and Queetheir porter and he who carries the keys, vamee you
have cast him down you shall easily approach ureding and Queen, and slay them also."

The traveller thus continued on his way, and can@l§ upon a certain ancient, a man of poorly naen ill-
clothed, the most miserable and despised of theim #ilat he seemed sad and melancholy, and hewitichim the
same discourse as before. But the old man answered:

"0 goodly man who seeks here a thing neither KmgsQueens may obtain, it is indeed true that yay sasily
find it in me, and that you nay also easily vanfuige in combat, for | am old and feeble and docaoty in the
depths of my heart that which you seek as do teewiith whom you spoke or his concubine. But deép it only
in the ventricle, for that my body and that of athdo there take ever their nourishment.

"Nonetheless must | lose my life, if you would tdkem me that which you seek. But, prithee, spaegfon | am
old, poor and despicable, and you may find betessiure in my brilliant and magnificent neighbourows related
by marriage to our Queen. Were you to vanquishyumwould have a treasure more precious than fremvho is
so poor, for never does one find the beautiful lamght in the poor and despised.”

The traveller taking pity on the poor dotard whoenrhight easily have slain, believed then that itildde more
worth to seize the more precious treasure frongtegbeard's neighbour, be it by force of arms wdagahot give it
up voluntarily.

How so be it, as he was departing, the old man cemeed to smile the more especially that being tesgssor of
S0 precious a treasure he had tricked the trayell@ich same perceiving this on turning about, irdiately
retraced his steps in a fine fury.

"Is it thus," demanded he, "you wicked old mant fleu would make mock of me? | know now that yoetend
only to be poor, and that it is you who hold theajest treasure, just as your neighbour told miee iaw the
punishment for your laughter and receive your daatiny hand." And thus was the old man slain.

It is easily understood by all that has gone abadmre to find and take the Mercury. Now must welale how it
is to he brought to birth and taken from the cogabbelly in which it be enclosed. It is this thdtPhilosophers
make well enough known and all books on chemiglgte to the point of importunity. Whence this sgytommon
to Philosophers:



Mercury is to be made by Mercury,
the which being well known to many, we shall nogentarry over it here.

ON THE PREPARATION AND PURIFICATION OF THE MERCURY

Take then your Mercury and purify it well by pagsihseveral times through a cloth folded in thramd until it
seem pure as clear and crystalline water.
All other methods of purifying Mercury, such astkanaking use of vinegar, salt, urine, quick limi&jol or other
all corrosives such as destroy rather than exalhtimidity of the Mercury, thus harming more thiaentserve we
deny.

OF THE SUN AND THE MOON AND THEIR PREPARATION

The second material of the Stone, the so-calledliens the Moon which is to be taken very puret asmes from
the mine, the which has never been put to any atbernor too much suffered the violence of fireich is
unmixed with any foreign body and easily malleabtea word, let it he of the most excellent to barfd of its
kind, and this should you hammer into leaf of teepfinest, though others again reduce it simplg tone; that
which | say of the Moon say | also of the Sun, thva take the highest coloured there may be, fis e seed, so

shall be the harvest reaped.

THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE WORK

Here note first that depending upon whether oneldvmake the White Stone or the Red a different neltis to be
used. This being as it may, the manner of workorgle one and the other is exactly the same aigllsere said
for the operation of the white should be understa®doncerning also the operation of the red.
We shall speak first of the putrefaction of the eniat, which is to be followed by a resurrection amdltation,
which will not occur but that the action has presdthem, the corruption of the one being the geioeraf the
other. The seed of an herb soever, thrown upogrtend, putrefies first and loses form, followingieh the virtue
hid within it, favoured by the warmth of the heasemakes itself manifest, and the earth contaithirggseed being
dampened by heavenly rain and dews, makes it ®ddaknore noble and more perfect form, subsequeatiging
it to bear forth fruit in abundance.
And Nature works in like manner in all animals;\thake first nourishment, then growth and finaligy engender.
And if such be true among men, and animals, anagtqlas may not be doubted, must one not needkngieniot to
see that the same be true amongst the mineralswiMaay that this thing is much different amotg tanimals,
there being necessary to the production of butamimal the semen of two, to wit the male and timedfe. | answer
that that which is performed by the twin seed, naaleé female joined together to engender one, samgjlaal, one
sole seed performs in the realm of the mineralsl vhy should it not be so? for in the vegetablémehe seed that
produces them springs not from two plants, but foora alone. For let it not be fancied that the smde and
female, attributed to plants, by cause of theiruallove, in any wise contributes to their prodotof like others.
But let us procrastinate no longer.

PART THE FIRST OF THE WORK

Of the very pure menstruum of a prostitute womake t12 parts, of the perfectly washed lower boggit, in a
long- necked and oval vessel, mix well all togetinetil the whole materia be amalgamated. But tst there be
added to the body 2 or 4 parts of the menstruuih adlow the whole to lie for 15 days or thereabpdtging which

time the dissolution of the body shall take place.
Take then this materia, and press it that thereesoinom it the menstruum which you shall keep. Uenbody
remaining after expression, place one or two gErfeesh menstruum, and let it stand it again edgys, after
which time you may proceed as you did at the beg@mrand continue in the same fashion until theyhadts
entirety has transformed into water.
All such operation is performed with the gentle faf ashes, the vessel well sealed and corkedpagteboard.

PART THE SECOND OF THE WORK

Take all of theagua vitaeand place it in a sealed vessel like unto theative, and at the same degree which is the
first degree of the fire of ashes, for 8 days awihys it shall form upon its surface a black skihich is the head of
the crow and this you shall gather with the blaclwger which is beneath it, drawing off first taqua vitaeby
inclination.
Again place this water in the vessel and contimuiée manner, until blackness no longer forms.



PART THE THIRD OF THE WORK

Take all of the dead head you have gathered, aw it upon a fire of the ashes of oak, in thed3bibhic Egg
which same seal hermetically at the orifice, buhvaiaste only at the joining of the two sectionshef Egg, that it
may the more easily he opened.
For the first 8 days more or less shall you giveowmour black and moribund earth nothing to drimkthat it is yet
full drunk of humidity. Then, when it be dehydratetd parched, you shall give it to drink in equalgit. Opening
the vessel to this end, mix well and then closgéin and leave it thus, until it be not quite reyidried out, but
only well coagulate; continue imbibition in like maer until the materia has drunk off all of the evat

PART THE FOURTH OF THE WORK

Take now this materia and place it within an Eggrup fire of the second degree, leaving it thereséweral
months until finally, having passed through diventours, it becomes white.

PART THE FIFTH OF THE WORK

The EARTH being white, is near ready to receivesbed, and this because of the fecundity it hasigztjthrough
the preceding operations. Take therefore this edtén having weighed it, and divide it into thiesrts. Take of the
ferment one part equal in weight to one of thedlparts of your divided materia, and four partthefmenstruum

of a prostitute woman, make of the ferment lamici@e before and the menstruum an amalgam, andtherk

dissolution at slow heat for 14 days, until the yobd reduced to a subtle lime; for we seek not tieraqua vitae.
Take now the menstruum with the lime of the boahg the three parts of your white earth, make offadl an
amalgam in a marble mortar, and in a vessel okglasn a fire of the second degree, for a periazhefmonth.
Finally, give it the fire of the third degree urttie materia become quite white, which shall be likto a mass,
gross and hard like a pumice stone, but weighty.
Thus for the operation of the white Stone. Forrtee you shall operate the same, save that anthgau are to
apply the fire of the third degree for longer tiaved more vehemently than for the white.

PART THE SIXTH
CONCERNING THE PREPARATION OF THE STONE
FOR THE EFFECTING OF PROJECTION

Many have made the stone without however knowing twoprepare it so as to effect the projectionoAthe Stone
although prepared and achieved will make no tratetiom if one does not make it have ingress inelibdy. To
this end, break up your Stone, grind and placevieszsel well sealed with lute right up to the nebkt it my suffer
great fire such as that of the fourth degree, dgifiee of charcoal so strong that the sand be tioathat when one
cast upon it drops of water these last make scamtithat one dare not touch with the hand the oéttke vessel

placed upon the sand, by cause of its great heat.
Keep your vessel upon this degree of heat untif yoaterial becomes a most subtle and light powttierwhich
occurs usually within the space of one month ahdlfa

PART THE SEVENTH AND LAST
OF THE AUGMENTATION
AND MULTIPLICATION OF THE STONE

Once made, you may multiply the Stone unto infinitithout needing to make it again.
When you have the Stone made and achieved affthatip of the operation, one half shall you takeerve for
yourself and this prepare to effect projection, #relother shall you keep for multiplication.
Weigh then that part, and if it weigh three paidke one part not of the menstruum but ofdhaa vitae you shall
then have four parts the which you shall place iwithe Egg and upon a fire of the second degrethtospace of
one month, following which you shall give it theefiof the third degree until the end, as aboveltahg ourselves
in the fifth part of the operation.

FINIS



The Golden Chain of Homer

The influential 'Golden Chain of Homer', writteneasited by Anton Josef Kirchweger, was first issae&rankfurt
and Leipzig in four German editions in 1723, 172838 and 1757. A Latin version was issued at Franhkf 1762,
and further German editions followed.

In the late eighteenth century Sigismund Bacstraadera rather poor translation of the work into iE&hglPart of
this was published in the Theosophical Societydalutucifer' in 1891. A number of manuscript capad this
translation have survived. Although the translat®more a summary than an exact translation obthgnal, it is
an important late work on alchemy, so | have detideinclude this translation here, despite itsenfigctions. | am
indebted to Jerry Bujas for making an initial tremiystion.

Of the Generation of things, Part |

Chapter 1
What Nature is.

Nature comprehends the visible and invisible Crestof the Whole universe. What we call Nature eisflg, is
the universal fire or Anima Mundi, filling the whobkystem of the Universe, and therefore is a Usalekgent,
omnipresent, and endowed with an unerring instexed, manifests itself in fire and Light. It is thist creature of
Divine Omnipotence.

Chapter 2
How all things proceed therefrom.

Thus God created first this invisible fire and ewdd it with an unerring Instinct and a Capacityrtanifest itself in
3 Principles.
1. In its Original most Universal state it is petfg invisible, immaterial, cold and occupies n@seg, in this tranquil
state it is of no use to us, yet in this unmovedksit is omnipresent.

2. In its second state it is manifested by motioagitation into light. In this state it was sepathout of the Chaos,
when God said, "Let there be Light." Yet it islstibld. When gently moved or agitated, it manifesésmth and
Heat, as in the case in all Frictions and in Fetateon of moist things.

3. When collected in a sufficient quantity, andleidly agitated it is manifested into burning fifighis continues
burning as long as it is agitated, and has a fijesui to act upon; when that fails, it returnstifirst state of tranquil
Universality. In the character of burning fire ianifests Light and Heat. Thus,

(a) we say in its first most Universal state ip&fectly invisible and immaterial.

(b) In its second state of manifestation it isbisiin Light, but remains cold and immaterial.
(c) In its third state of Heat and burning firésitvisible, hot or burning, and becomes somewhaérizd as it
occupies Room or Space whilst in this State.
You have seen how 3 distinct powers of the UniJeBgirit, but it possesses still more and even some
inconceivable powers.

We have told you that the Universal spirit endowtth an unerring Instinct, working by the most sienpnd
nearest way, it has, also, besides its alreadyiorerd conspicuous qualities, two occult powers, aitracting and
repulsing, and these two powers are inconceivatagté
We see various instances of it in Thunder and liglgt, in Earthquakes, Hurricanes and in the surgisffects of
Gunpowder.

When God created this Universal fire, He gavepbaer to become material, that is to become Vapgdumidity,
water and earth, although that fire in its own Wmsal Nature, is, and remains centrally the sarhasTou see the
Beginning of the 4 Elements, viz
(1) burning fire; Vapour or Humidity mixed with Qbfire constitutes atmospheric air,

(2) air, which still more condensed becomes water,
(3) and water inspissated becomes earth.
Originally it was but one Element Fire.



Thus the Universal fire became a Vapour of immdnaent, which by further inspissation became cltaotiter,
and out of this Chaotic Water the Creator separted.ight, that is: separated the Universal irbfesfire into
Light. Thus we see here that Universal, at firgtdile fire manifested in two Principles, Lightdahlumidity!

Therefore out of Light and water, God has create@hangs.
Water was the first condensation or corporificatbdéithe Universal fire, which water neverthelesgsrcenter was,
and remains fire, full of life and activity, andetmore so, as it was assisted by its Equal, thietl sgparated out of
it, as much as was necessary for the creatindg ohalaterial and material Beings, and in succedsmd for their
maintenance.
Of the separated Light we have spoken before, we haw to consider its first body Humidity or wat&his water
differs it regard to Rarefaction or Density; if Rfied to a certain Degree it constitutes air, thdire predominating
above water, but if condensed to a degree it besdinenid water, or Humidity predominating above fire
Nevertheless, in both, that is in their Center leyscealed fire or the Universal spirit.

As soon as the air gets deprived of its Univerisa) fvhich animates it and renders it elasticeitdmes
immediately putrid, and thereby declines lower dpbacomes Humidity, mud, earth and immoveable;, thé
same case with water when deprived of fire, omifnated air, it becomes putride, condenses stithér and

becomes earth, immoveable.
God has ordained it so that the Universal spiritigans of Humidity should work all things, becaHsenidity
mixes easily with everything, by means of which ¢$p&it can soften, penetrate, generate. destrdyegenerate all
things.
Thus Humidity or water is the Body, the Vehicle anabl, but the spirit or fire is the Operator, thriversal Agent
and fabricator of all Natural Things.
This universal fire fills that immense space in tha@verse between the heavenly bodies. and asialwower to
become material, it generates a subtil vapourwsiinie most subtil Humidity, its first passive peiple: It causes
therein a gentle Reaction, and a general, gentist subtil Fermentation takes place Universally oy this
Reaction the Universal Acid is everywhere generatddch we can deem nothing else than a most subtil
incorporeal Nitre Spiritus Mundi, outwardly coldcamwardly fire.

Thus this Spiritual incorporeal Nitre or Univergalid; we deem the second invisible change of thevérsal fire,
generated out of chaotic invisible Humidity: andfais approaches the atmospheres of the heavedlgdat
becomes gradually more and more material, untildets an alcaline passive principle wherein itdiiself and
forms Native nitre, so that from Spiritus Mundib#comes nitre.

Thus we say, not without good reason, that therSdgs of Light, are nothing else but a most sudpititual
Spiritual Mundi, which gradually becomes more amate@mitreous, as it approaches the Earth, but SkanShe
Ocean; animating the atmosphere with fire or Léfied thereby giving elasticity to the air, and Lafed preservation

to the water. From this, every man of common urtdading may learn what Nature is, and its origin.
We see that between the Firmament and our Eartimoah Vapours, Clouds, and Fogs, which ascenddike
transpiration of the Earth, and are sublimed upwéndthe Central heat of the Earth. This Chaotitewand
Vapours, contain, and are the First Matter of &llhgs, and although this appears very simple befarecyes, yet
it is two-fold, as it contains fire and Humiditye Invisible in the Visible, the fire or spiritilse Agent, and the
water the Patient.
Whosoever wishes to arrive at the Fountain of S&tisdom, let him mind this well; and let him gotlvihis
Central Point of Truth to the circumference, andeeer imprint in his memory: that from fire andtesg or spirit
enclosed in Humidity all things in the World arengeated, preserved, destroyed and regenerated.
Whosoever comprehends this well will find no diffity in analising Natural things as he may easdiatilize fixt,
and fix the volatile: a stinking subject he maywem into a pleasant smelling one, out of poisorcdie make a
salutary Medicine because he knows that all thprgseed from one Root; and return to that Root: diktnction
is external and regards only the modification @f katter, which is more or less digested or fixtefiefore the
Philosophers say that their Matter is in all Thinget they have selected such Subjects whereibtiveersal spirit
is more abundantly contained and more concentratetieaser to be obtained; otherwise that spifitlisy All.

Chapter 3
How all things are further generated.

We have demonstrated that the primordial Vapouthaitrfire and water, are after God, the First Eratif all
Things. This two-fold Vapour by inspissation is bewe water and this water by the action of the iblasspirit
therein diffused, has begun to ferment and thegetwerate Matter. At first, this water was perfesiiptil and pure,



but by means of the action of the inward spiribgtomes turbid, smelled badly and thus generadeith Ht was
divided into various parts. into a Spiritual, meabtil, into a half or less subtil, into a half poreal, and into a
Body. At first it was 1 and 2, -- now it is 1, 2yh3, likewise 4 and 5.

It was 1, as a simple Humidity;
2, as a water containing a spirit;

3, when it was separated into volatile, half faed fixt, that is, chemically speaking -- into ViillaAcetum and
Alcali; Anima, spirit, Corpus;

4, when it was divided into the four so-called Edants, fire, air, water, earth;

5, when it is by Art, assisted by Nature, formett ian indestructible fiery Quintessence, thus [antidied symbol].
When the water has attained to its term of putte&facwe may separate one subtil after anotherptbost subtil will
certainly ascend before the less subtil, and sgoneiple after another until the least volatitmees last.
God had ordained that the different modificatiohthe Universal spirit, in the four Elements, skibabntinually
generate and produce a Universal General Sperrthdbreason God has given to each individual tiigégent
and Patient, in order to cause a Reaction; Thiseeeby the evaporation of numberless Subjects,sehd forth
whatever Humidity then have more than is necesddrig. evaporation when from above is called Infegsrbut

when from things here below it is called Effluvium.
God has given each Individual its particular Spemsmich however all depends on the Universal Spesrheir
Ruler and Conductor.

Chapter 4
How the Universal Sperm is generated by the four EEiments

After God had divided or corporified the Anima gri® Mundi, the simple Chaos into four Elements. o
predominating, leading principles; He called tonthéncrease and multiply"; The Heavens and the Bath
animated by the Universal fire are the Father Miade, the Agent or Operating principles. Water aadh are the
Mother, the Female or Passive principle. These doemevertheless only two, fire and water; Theyfarced to
engender continually a regenerated Chaotic watpriorordial Chaos out of their Center, for the gatien,
preservation, destruction and regeneration of laithds, and this will continue until it pleases GodCalcine and
regenerate the whole Earth!

These four so-called Elements, which must fabritadJniversal Sperm or regenerate the Chaos, when
Extream is considered towards the other, seem qait&ary, and indeed as contraries they canneteéiny good,;

yet when they meet orderly, they are fully capdblexecute that what God has ordained them for.

It is a natural and philosophical Axiom "Non traresposse abuno Extremo ad alterum absque medithdt-is: It is
impossible to proceed from one Extream to anotleBm without a Medium. This Axiom every Artistght to
mind, thousands err because they do not obsersyd thth.

Fire cannot become water without air, and eartimotbecome air without water . If you would unitef as being
extreamly volatile and subtil, with the earth, whis corporeal and fixt, you will never be abledtwit; because the
most Volatile will forsake the fixt and return ts iChaos. This is so in all Natural Things, that thost Volatile
principle, cannot unite with the most fixt withdtg proper medium. An Artist ought to observe ttisstantly that

he may not lose his time, his Matter, and Expenses.
Therefore if you want to unite Heaven or fire wiitte earth, or convert fire into earth, unite isfiwith its nearest
volatile medium and they will unite immediately, @hthat is done, give them the water, as a medietwmdzn air
and earth, and they will also unite; then add #mthe and thus you may unite fire with earth andtftherein; and
S0 vice versa turn the earth into water with watezn convert it into air, and the air into fire tmgans of air.
The Heaven or fire is extreamly subtil, the aialiso subtil, but one degree more corporeal thafitdewater is
again a degree more corporeal than the air, andatth is a degree more corporeal than the wakers We must
proceed as Nature does, and we may then obtainrge®@sentificated Operation, if we do not mind thie can do
little or nothing.
Nature has its different degrees of subtilty, arndesithe most subtil fire with the less subtil, ahdt with the least
subtil.
When they are united, they influence into the nsodtil water, then into the less subtil, and itte grossest. Then
it mixes gradually with the most subtil earth, wikie less and least subtil, until it becomes Raaid Stones.
In a chemical Anatomy we see how the most subtile®over first, and how Nature regulates her Operstand
does not confound one principle with another, btg o the most Volatile and most subitil first, #meh the next
less Volatile, and so on etc. for Example:



Take an earth out of a Field or Meadow or whattegotu please, pour Water upon it so as to dilate fgarth well,
then let it stand a few days and you will find thia coarse heavy earth settles at the bottomeo¥éssel, you must
stir it 3 or 4 times a day. The water will in theamtime dissolve the most subtil earth which isé$, this does
unite with the water, as being a Virgin earth.
As soon as this salt, or Virgin earth is extraatatiof the common earth, the water cannot dissiolary further.
Now you must distil this water containing the sadtp a spiritual water, and you must cohobatefsenauntil all the
salt has come over with the water.
This water now has the power to dissolve agaimthe subtil earth, which can like the first saltdistilled over as
a spiritual water.
With this Water you may proceed in dissolving moféhe remaining earth, until by distillations atwhobations,
you have dissolved the whole quantity and volatiig into a spiritual water; This is a tedious @pien but of
great moment: In the same manner Nature operatdsbglving and coagulating, until the UniversaéB8p of all
Things is generated, which is universal seed.
The Artist must observe that Nature proceeds githdaiad regularly. and observes time weight, andsoee, he
must transpose the External into the Internal aeavenly, and he will obtain more and more knowledge

Chapter 5
In what manner the divided Chaotic water is regeneaited and becomes the
Universal and General Sperm of all Things, called Aima or Spiritus Mundi.

The 4 so-called Elements have been separated thut 6thaos, but they proceed all from one. The figrbut one,
and the Matter is but one. The form is fire, arg tatter is water.
The difference consists in their external appearabg Fermentation fire becomes air, and air besonagter, and
water is become earth; But when fire is fixed by @&rby Nature it becomes earth, and when the éantblatilised
by water it becomes air and fire.

Because one Element can be converted into the, dthieis was not true they would differ centralbyyt they do
not. The Chaos which produced these Elements we ineginning fire and water only, these two Hasen
divided into four b a further volatilisation andspiissation: By volatilisatian extennation or recgifan, Humidity
becomes air animated by fire, but by condensatidnspissation of that Primordial Humidity the Eaas been
formed with the fire turned downwards, toward trenter of the Earth. The Hieroglyphic characterthefElements
explain their nature exactly.

There is not a Subject under the Heavens, whethgdlor dry which does not contain this Universiad, and
Primordial Humidity. The first is called Innate Hea the last is called Radical Humidity.

The Universal fire becomes Humidity externally, bernained fire internally; being internally extrdgrapiritual
and volatile, it was of course extreamly active axaleable, and by that primitive mobility, excitedrmth and
fermentation and by that fermentation the Univeviadgar was, and is continually generated, andwthis meets
with a proper Body, whether in water or in the ledhie Universal Sperm becomes visible and Corppbeaiwhilst
it is only a Vapour in the atmosphere, it is thie@ Universal Astral and incorporeal Sperm. Thihésinfluence we

receive from Heaven by means of the Air.
The Heavens give their influence, so does the\Water and Earth, and with united efforts they fedé
continually the Universal Sperm of the World.

Chapter 6
Of the Heavens and their Influence.

Heaven, after the separation of the Chaos, isitsigpiinciple, and became visible in Light: Ittiee most subtil and
the highest, as well as the most universal, whgarerated Humidity it became a most subtil Vappure and
extreamly Volatile, for that reason occupies ttghkst Station, or the remotest from the atmosphafrée
heavenly Bodies.
This most subtil principle is full of Life and thmost active for which reason we call Heaven thst #xgent, the
Male Sperm the Soul, a subtle air, a subtil watemlatile earth.
Heaven and air have their influence not upwardsdbwnwards, towards water and earth, but earthaaatdr
ascends upwards to meet them. They mix thus isttte of vapours in order to fabricate the Chaefinerated,
and impregnated water or the Universal, Semi-mat&perma Mundi. As soon as the air is impregnatet



animated with Heaven, it communicates immediatéti water and earth to impregnate them also.

This communication is done in a moment, as the Etgmare gradually prepared to meet and mix with egher,

by a continual circulation. There is no doubt but atmosphere is continually loaded with Vapouxtiagations and

clouds for the sake of communication of the Elersiea$ soon as these Vapours become condensedaimtoCRw,

Snow or Hail and fall down that same moment thatiidations and exhalations of water and eartke fallkce and

are ready to succeed and meet those, which come; dovihat there can never be no want of generafisnch

Vapours, which when sufficiently dilated or exteddmnstitute our common air, which is more or lgge
according as it is more or less animated by Heavdine.

The Heavens receive the ascending Vapours, whithegsecede from the atmosphere become more arel mo
subtil and spiritual until they are actually retedto their first Universal state of Ether or SpsiMundi. The
atmospheric air also receives continually the viidatl water and succeeding Vapours, until it isased and

overloaded, when the superflous Humidity is fordewn again in Dew, Rain, Hail, Snow.

Thus fire and air come down into the Waters andr-@gpate them; the Waters dispose their thickestamar give it
to the Earth; the Earth thereby becomes overloadsdturated, which superfluity of earth and wadexgain
volatised and sublimed upwards by the fire, inwetfiee or Central Heat, into Vapours, which ascensind

descension God has implanted into the Universal &is the Great and only Agent of nature, or rditadure herself

which causes this perpetual circulation by itsaating and repulsing power, as we have demonstiatde Second
Chapter.

The Lover of Natural Knowledge may clearly learmehbow the Effluvium of one Element becomes thalfand
nourishment of the others, until converted thertin;same takes place with us and our food, asndtance, we eat
Bread and drink Wine, we discharge the superflaiititour food, which are used for manure on thd;laered is
sown therein and out of such superfluities growaragur food.

A Tree looses its leaves during Winter, the leda#ido the Root, where they putrify and become ity which
penetrates to the Root and feeds the Tree again.
Observe this well and you will fully comprehend ®wperius and Inferious of Hermes, and our Catesraéti or
Platonic Ring. Thus you will see a continual trangation of Matter, that is a conditional changermdification,
whilst the inward central fire of Nature remainways the same, as it was in the beginning. Allghiwere water at
first, and return to water . Apply this throughoutr Book, which is no small step towards out Art.

Chapter 7
Of the Atmosphere or air, and its Influence.

Air is the second principle after the separatiothef Chaos, and is the Vehicle or Instrument offitiséi.e. fire; We
mean here the genuine animated air. This we cdlk Mdanly, Sperm, and first Operator in all Things.
The Heavens or fire is the Anima and Life whilst tir or extenuated, rarefied Humidity is the $pind Receptacle
of the Soul and Principle of Life, and consequeatiymated fire ought to be named Spiritus Vitaliadwcosmi, or
the Vital Spirit of the Earth which we inhabit.

Air is a most subtil humid vapour or rarefied watgdrerein fire dwells abundantly. This is more cogad than the
Ether beyond the Atmosphere, which Ether is totafifit for Inspiration, as being too subitil to filie air vesicles in
the lungs of animals: Air being the genuine Medioetween fire and water, as it partakes of botthasefore
capable to receive the most subtil celestial fiafuences as well as the sublimed vapours froroMsgand by a
continual motion or circulation, more and more vazoare converted into air, and more and more i sir
becomes animated by fire, and as soon as it isatatl) the superflous humidity is condensed againcames
down in the character of animated water, such ia,Rzew, Hail, and Snow.

By this you see that atmospheric air is the firgtdim to unite fire with water and earth, and withio the Heavens

could never communicate with water and earth.

Thus air becomes vapour and water, and the thtbleewater gets, the better it mixes with the Eathon the
contrary the Earth by Subtilisation by means ofew# again converted into air, Nature operatirgs¢hperpetual
changes and conversions from one extream to the:dtvhen they unite in Vapours they fabricate tméversal
Sperm of the World Spiritus Mundi, which is pantésolved in Dew and Rain etc. and partly remairthénair for

the sake of animation; the atmospheric animatece¥¥dall down upon the Earth, as the Receptactdl @felestial
virtues, and fertilises it, for the growth and nebiment of Animals, Vegetables and Minerals. ThetEiself is a
condensed or fixed Heaven, and Heaven is a valkadilearth, air is a rarefied water, and water mglensed air. We
have here to note that one Element differs fronother only in this, that the One is volatile, ther fixed, the
one is fluid or dissolved, the Other is condensecbagulated, and yet every one is and remainsairand



inwardly what they all were at first, -- i.e. primaateria or fire; Lastly, the Air may be called Renor the Kidneys
of the Macrocosm, because in the air is chieflynfibthe conflux of all radical substantial. macrau@sl fluids,
and the pure Extract of Essence of the World dosst tmere, where that ancient primordial Chaosily @énd
hourly generated and regenerated for generati@sgpvation, destruction and regeneration of aluN&{Things.
What are Dew, Rain, Snow, or Hail else but a reggad Chaos? Out of which Animals, Vegetables,Mmg:rals
receive part of the vivifying principle and nounisént: and all this is generated in the Air.

Chaper 8
Of Water and its Effluvium

Water and earth belong together, as fire and aindg, all four stand in need of each other; ththesants water,
and fire cannot do without air; air without or depd of fire becomes a putrid humidity, and watéhaut
animated air becomes mud and earth.

Water is the third principle, but the first passilement, the Female Sperm and Menstrum of the dtasm,

which does the Office of conveying food and nourght to all Sublunary Creatures, and is, with thetht the

Mother of all Things. Water is condensed air affidid earth. Water is a Medium between air andreart
As soon as fire is become air, and air been coedgénto water, Dew, Rain, or Snow, they fall downtbe inferior
grosser waters and earth and mix therewith, begiarment by means of the primogenial implanteditspi fire,
and one Element operates into the other, until tiaaxe produced their Fruit from convenient Matrixes
Here the Artist may learn Wisdom from Nature, whigmot satisfied with one Medium of Union, vizr 8 convert
fire into earth, but makes use of water also. TthasArtist must follow Nature, if he wants to unéed fix his
principles together; Let him look for a Medium ofiidn, which is easily found; and if one Medium &t enough,
let him employ two, and if two prove inadequaté hien take three, but homogenials and not heteriaggeras
minerals agree with minerals, vegetables with \edget etc. Minerals agree also with Vegetables Vayktables
with Animals, as the Vegetables stand between Alsiguiad Minerals.
The difference between them all is but external,central, as they proceed originally all from @mel the same
Universal spirit;
Minerals are fixt Vegetables, Vegetables are Vigdailinerals, and one kingdom is transmutable ihtdther, in
regard to its internal qualities.

Men and Beasts make use of Vegetables for foodbwgrheir inward nature, they change those Vegesainito
flesh and Blood; now when man and beasts die,dheyuried underground, and Vegetables are agaduped,
which receive by means of their fibres and rootsaral Vapours, which are thus converted again\iegetables.
This is the true Pythagorean Metempsychosis. Vétgtagain. when they putrefy, assume a nitrediresaature

which is dissolved by rain and carried downwardsulh the pores, into the earth, or into the Seweadr hand,

from whence it ascends again as a mineral vapadrttaus Vegetables are frequently changed into Misgas
well as into Animals, although more frequently iaftimals. Heaven and Air are Male Sperm, watdrésRemale
Sperm and Menstrum, the Earth is the Womb or Maivherein the two first, by means of the third gterevery
Generation.

Chapter 9
Of the Earth and its Effluvium.

Earth is the fourth and last principle of the Chdbss the second passive Element, the Matrix, liather of all
sublinary Creatures; earth is a coagulated fixtidaaa coagulated fixt water, and condensed air.Gérger and
Receptacle of all the heavenly Influences and efdhiversal Sperm, which takes here a Body asaegeih the
Ocean.

Heaven by its extream subtility, is of all Elemetits most moveable and omnipresent; its own motargccount
of its subtility is imperceptible, although visikike Light; This Universal fire is never idle, butfpetually active,
pervading all things, although its action is getiginperceptible. This is the original cause dffdbtion in Nature
it moves the most subtil Air on the outward supéel of the atmospheres of the opaque celestiakBodhis
outward subtil air set in Motion, moves the nexvaods the region of Clouds and Vapours, yet aatimspheres
grow gradually thicker, i.e. more loaded with Vapmuhe nearer to Sea and Land, the Motion is sisozely and
gradually slower.

That the air is moved by the Ether or fire, is atzable on account of the constant motion of theoahere; that
Air set in Motion moves the Waters is well knowrthese who navigate the Seas and Rivers. That Waiees the



Earth appears by the Sand, Mud and Stones whicW#ters move continually from one place to the othiere
the Water carries off, and in other places accutesi@and and whole Shores: now every Motion masifgarmth
of the omnipresent cold, Universal fire, whereatgerceptible or imperceptible as this dependsronrostances; In

living Animals this warmth occasioned by moving tiranipresent fire is perceptible enough, whilst g&me

Motion is imperceptible in Vegetables and in Mirerall Life proceeds from a Motion of the Univeldiae, as a
total privation of action and warmth extinguishéfeLFrom this let the Student collect that thexists a perceptible

and imperceptible warmth.
This we tell you because in all the Elements drisate Heat, which is sometimes observable at dtfmes not, this
is not always dependent on the collected RaysgliitLnor on the Central Heat of the Earth.

Every Subject under the Sun, although invisibly lbe@ntains Life or fire, and of course the foueElents. Now if
every Subject contains Heaven or fire, so evenjettilhas a Motion, whether visible and perceptdrleot, yet
there is a Motion in it.

Heaven never rests: it must have a Motion, letdtped from what means it will; and although thisgiple may

seem to be inactive or at rest, yet it has itssibé influences, virtues, and powers.

For instance, a plant, root, or herb, ore or minera from the Spot where it grew, seems to baldieacause it is
hindered from growing to a further perfection; BstHeaven is within which is never at rest, it stintinues to
show its powers and virtues, when that plant ori®rendered medicinal.

The Lover of Natural Truths sees here, from whexah Concrete derives its power, viz. from the anfgd
Heaven within as from without, from its perpetuadtidn, warmth and heat. Therefore you will lookvain for a
Subject big, or even so small which is depriveditd, that is of Heaven air, water and earth. dinsls to reason that
the Children resemble Father and Mother, now aghaiigs did proceed from the Primeval Chaos, thagtm
partake of the same properties. This property wasahd Humidity, but fire is the mover.

Thus fire or the spirit is diffused through the Wheystem of Nature, so that the meanest drop t#rwar the

smallest atom of Sand or Earth is filled with thetiversal spirit.

Observe here that the whole difference of Thingssists only in volatility or fixity; that is: voldity and fixity
causes the changes and different modulations dielaind the whole scope of Nature is to corpaify fix
Heaven, in order to become useful and salutarychyhileaven could not effect if it were not by tmadyal

Mediums of Vapours, as it must communicate withEheth by means of air and water. God has orddineiely,
that Heaven must become corporeal and be conviettedll the Elements, as vice versa, the infelilements are
by subtilisation converted into air and fire or Mea, in order to be reimpregnated and renewed dtiestial
Influences, for the sake of generation, preseraatiestruction, and regeneration of all Things. Mdee explained
to you how Vapours are converted into air andrdo fire, we will now examine the nature of thesspdurs.
We have told you that there exists in the Eartinaate Heat, which we believe to be the strongetiié Center of
the Earth, by reason of its swift motion. This Gékd Heat causes a continual transpiration antirsation of

Vapours; such Vapours are Dews and Fogs; thesewsjoe two-fold and four-fold. Two-fold becauseyth
consist of water and earth, fourfold as they cantiaé 4 Elements, which four Elements cannot daout each
others assistance; that | call these Vapours veatgearth is, because they contain those two Elsmetatilised

and subtilised, and if they ascend they are stither subtilised and converted into air and firédeaven.
Such Vapours have been water will be easily addhittet that they also contain a subtilised eartiy perhaps be
doubted; but note, that | have said before, thatElement is the conductor of the other, and thatElement
dissolves and subtilises the other.
Fire dissolves and subtilises air, air dissolves subtilises water, water dissolves and subtilises mollifies the
earth, vice versa, the earth condenses the wastey wondenses air, air condenses or corporifievéfeor fire, by
which means air becomes animated, as we have egglbdiefore, and becomes this Spiritus Mundi.
Thus one Element is the others Magnet, solvenatiiging, condensing, coagulating and fixing pijples. You are
to note here that Nature has its degrees of Vityatihd Fixity; as for instance, that part of fishich is nearest to
the atmosphere is not so highly pure or subtithaswhich is a thousand leagues remote from ithénsame
manner, the highest atmospheric air is purer, cadd more subtil as well as dryer than that adr nes, which we
breathe. The superfluities of the water is alsbtég, more aerial and more subtil than the thigkglground waters,
which settle on pebbles. stones corals, and cayéhniem with a slime or subtil mud.
The Earth has also its degrees of subtility anidyfiX\Ve have therein earth juices, sulphurs, bitumnis substances,
such as the pitcoal, clays, loams, minerals, andsnaetals, rocks, stones, and flints, and the pusogems of a
wonderful fixity.
The most volatile earth is mollified and dissol\mdwater, further volatilised into air and fire.

Vice Versa the lowest fire sooner mixes and coffsritself with the air, than the remote, whilsé lowest

atmospheric air sooner mixes with, and becomesrwiiizn the pure and highest air, the Inferior glgnound



waters become earth sooner than the superficlateligvaters.
The Volatile soluble Earth, in particular its Vingéarth, i.e., its salt is sooner dissolved by witan a pebble or
Sand. The volatile water is sooner converted inéolower air than the grownd waters can possibly be
If you understand us right, we shew you here thg fieginning of Nature, and the true First Matéex the 4
Elements proceed from the primordial Vapours, theyforced to generate continually such a Vapduhevery
selfsame principles and substances, which Vaparoriserted by Nature into a Chaotic water, and fddiwn in
Showers of Rain.
In this Chaotic water is invisibly contained theilrsal Sperm for the generation, preservationirdetion and
regeneration of all Things.
Now we have treated of the regeneration of the €loadJniversal Vapours: we shall further show yisupower
and virtue so that you may touch it with your hgradswell as see it with your eyes.

Chapter 10
Discovery of the genuine Universal Sperm in the regerated Chaos, the
corporified Animal or Spiritus Mundi.

We have demonstrated how fire water air earth beged from the first Chaotic Waters, and how theygpce the
Universal Sperm, and how they continually regermetita¢ Chaotic waters for generation, preservatimh a
Regeneration of all Things. This Universal Spermédserated by condensation and evaporation of \fapaitich
are circulated in the great Alembic of the Air,iltitey are sufficiently impregnated or animatedfiog, when they
are again condensed and resolved into water.

This Chaotic Waters are commonly called Dew, R&hgwers, Hail, Snow: But really and truly it is tinee
regenerated Chaos, the genuine spirit and Animadiamimates it, who generates, preserves, killd,ragenerates
all sublunary Creatures agreeably to their origfoeh, by means of their Seed or Sperm, and thisnarMundi is

Nature truly.
Now to prove that this Dew. Rain, Hail. or Snovagtually the regenerated Chaos, containing the éJsal Sperm
and spirit Mundi we must show you that they wereggated first out of the primordial Chaos. We nalsb show,
nay, we have done it before, that our regenerateb€contains the four Elements, and if it contttiesn, it must
of course possess all what the four Elements aontai
We say therefore as a fundamental truth, that ¢vienry can be resolved and must return to that; \ihvaas at first;
and everything must be resolved and be returnéd fiost origin by that self-same principle by whiit was made
or generated naturally. The Elements originate fitapour and fire, and they return to Vapour, tkatater, and
from thence to fire. They proceed from fire and idity, and by fire and humidity they return to théist origin.
Now that Dew and Rain is fire and water, or suchgenerated Chaos as the first Chaos was, is ployvisd visible
effects, better known to Country-men and Gardetiens to Citizens: Chemical Anatomy demonstrateiblyishat
the four Elements are contained in Dew and Raiefwvat
Daily experience confirms it, that by the effectstmse waters every Plant prospers and grows, Alsicannot do
without it, and minerals and metals are generayetthéir inward fiery principle, as we shall showdefter. Now let
us examine this Universal Sperm, or regeneratedt@haater by Chemical Anatomy. Take a quantitypefw,
Rain, Snow or Hail, which you like; but the mospegitious way is if you take Rain water from a ttershower,
receive it into clean glazed earthen Vessels, #died it in order to separate the dirt from it whimtermixes from
the Roofs of Houses, and you will after filtratidrave a clear crystalline water, of no particuteste, in fact a fine
clear water, fit to be used like any other water.
Place this collected water in a warm garret, wingigher Sun nor Moon can shine upon it, cover theséls with a
Linen Cloth, to prevent the dust getting into it.

Let it stand a month unmoved, and if the placeasmvenough, you will by this time perceive an atiem in the
water, because this water begins by the powereoiniplanted fire or spirit grow warm although impeptibly and
to break; it begins to ferment and putrefy and aegua bad smell, and you will observe that it lmees turbid,
although it was perfectly clear at first, and avamspongy earth ascends swimming at the top, whizteases daily

and from its weight falls to the bottom.
Here you see a separation, occasioned by the tadrapirit of the gross from the subtil.
The separated earth is brown, spongy or like wimlysand slippery, and this slimy earth is the Usrsal Gur of
Nature.
Here the Artists may observe two things viz. wated earth, which conceal fire and air.
Here the air animated by the fire is extended @wtlater. Now you have two passive Elements watgreanth. In



the beginning you had only a volatile water buhyentle putrefaction in a warm place you have faatdd the
earth also. Fire and air we must look for in anothay.
When you see now your Rain water in that stateutrfgfaction that the slimy Earth is separated afid fo the
bottom. then stir it up with a clean wooden handle.

Separation and Distillation
Now pour your troubled water and earth in thatestdtputrefaction into a large Glass Body, whicaggl in an
earthenware pot, fixed into a charcoal distillingnace, apply a large alembic and receiver and Yigtr fire,
which keep so gentle that only the stream or vapatise. Let this all come over first as a pureswathich
contains animated air, that is air and fire. Distilmore of the very volatile water over; than wividt go with the
gentlest degree of Heat, whilst the Subject intthey only vapours away but must not be suffereuioig in this
manner you vapour over about the fourth part ofthele, or less.
Take the receiver off with this very volatile wattris water the more so, if you afterwards redtifyer se over a
steam bath is more luminous and clearer than condistiied water, which is a proof that it contaimsich air and
fire.

Now apply another receiver and continue the dagith, raising your heat sufficiently, so as tosmthe thickish
water in the Glass Body to boil and in this marnyer must distil all the water over, which will agpdike water
and in drops in the Alembic; continue the distilatuntil it remains in the body like melted Horeyd looks
Brown, but beware of distilling until it remainsydbecause you would burn the young and tendernvVegrth in
the bottom of the Vessel, which is not yet fixtk€dhe distilled water away and put it by as thenigdnt water.
The Honey-like Matter, or the moist earth remainimghe Glass body, take out cleanly and put @ eatthina basin
and set it in the Sun to evaporate until it is pettly dry; then grind it in a Glass Mortar to a siubarth. Now you

have separated the Elements out of your Chaos.

Now it remains to be proved that they are trulynigats or else it must be false what | have writtieat all
sublunary subjects proceed from them. To produeedmdy subjects out of this Chaos, or meteorshiasaater
itself is a meteorical production, let no one umale; but we will demonstrate that Animals. Vegetaland
Minerals may, and can be generated, and that it wdaretend and no further.

To generate Minerals
Take your dried earth put it into a glass Body hathect it a little with a few drops of your Distater, but not with
the Element air and fire, and put the Body in anwamom facing the South, but let not the Sun's Rémse upon
the Body; after your earth is dry, humect or imhbitbegain with the Element water. then set it tp, énd this
humecting and drying you may repeat several timesyeday and continue so doing during the whole ®em and
you can mineralise the whole Earth. You will finglyour inbibitions and exsiccations, that the Edrtcomes more
ponderous and sandy.

NB. the Glass Body must be covered with paper tmkeep the dust out, as there must be left aafesis. As
soon as you perceive that the earth is become sgadymay know that it is mineralised, this sandstie is neither
Animal nor Vegetable, consequently Mineral. If yimave a few ounces of this earth, try it as Gladiies the sun

containing Sands and you will find a grain or twicson and moon.

To produce Vegetables out of your Earth.

Take your before mentioned earth dried in the $unit into a Glass Body, make a mixture of twotpaf water
and one part of air (which you rectified in the imegng) with this humect or unbibe your earth as ¢fardeners do,
by sprinkling only, not too wet, not too dry, plageur Body (open) on the air not so that the Sungatane upon it,

and you will find several Vegetables productionsrgpup in a few weeks, although you have sown eedS
If you like to produce Animals. Take your beforentiened dried and powdered earth, pour first togetbne part
of water, and three parts of air, with this mixtheemect your earth so copiously that it may bectkedliquid or
melted Honey, place the Glass body which contdiissnhixture in the Air where it is warm, the Sunynshine on it
but not too hot, nor at the Meridian, and the Gladsft open.

You will perceive that in a few days, there will tiéferent kinds of small vermine, in the thick wat when the
earth diminishes and dries up you must humectaimago that it may remain of the same consistékedHoney or
Syrup, as before; and you will perceive that thet §mall vermine will die and loose themselves atiers will be

produced who will feed on their putrefaction anddiae larger and more in number.
| could reveal here something, but as it would lvesad by profligate men, | am obliged to be silent.
You may be convinced by these experiments thatvater or regenerated Chaos, Rain water, or De8now is,
and contains the Mundi and Universal Sperm, owttd€h, all things were, and are generated. It apgpieam this



that this water and Earth are endowed with thecjpia of fertility for the three departments of Neg, as all things
are produced thereof.
Few there are that know the secret powers of tthésgs, and what it is that causes and gives ifgttil
It is a spirit or fire, but as a volatile unembatigpirit, he can effect nothing in natural prodoics.
All what is to be serviceable in visible Bodies,shbe, or become corporeal with them, it must becuisible and
palpable: therefore this great and wonderful Ursgéspirit must take a visible and palpable Bodywall as the
Animal and Vegetable Sperm is visible and palpabésv know this although they handle it often enough
This corporified Anima Mundi or Universal Sperm aatding to its origin is but little known, althougtmay be got
in great quantity. The cause of this obscurithat it bears a different name from what it oughttdwe. According
to its root and origin it ought to be called theeBp of the Macrocosm, the Sperm of the World, thgse of
Fertility. This title belongs to it as it is therm®ntrated corporified Sperm, and spirit Mundi itnaasparent visible
crystalline Body, a dry water, which does not vieet hands, an earth, a fiery pure earth, full ohLignd fire also
full of cold, like ice, a coagulated or congealed,fa condensed and animated air, which is battdrmore valuable
than all the Treasures in the World!
But that | may show You this embodied spirit anattyou may touch It with your hands, proceed &ath you.
Process to demonstrate the corporified Anima Mundi!

Take your putrefied Rain water, put it into a lagi@ss Body cut off low, or into a china basin déaye size, which
place in an earthenware pot, and evaporate thisfird water gently, until there remains only a p#3t of the
whole. Let the fire die away whilst it is yet lukrm, filter it through blotting paper. Pour theat into a clean
pewter basin, or into an earthen glazed dish, wpiabe in a cool Cellar or Room, and during thénhipe
celebrated Spiritus Mundi will shoot in Crystalglaappear under two different forms.

The first is of a perfect crystalline transpareni, this shoots ah round the sides of the Bagihseitles on small
sticks. if you place any on the water.
The second fixes itself on the bottom of the Baaind is darker and not so transparent.

Here now you see that celebrated spirit, the Usalespirit, the Sperm of the Macrocosm, the regeedrChaos
visible and bodily. Pour the water off gently, datithe crystals dry. Those crystals which hangalhd the sides
or on the sticks keep by themselves separatelysd timt are fixed on the bottom of the Basin kegramately also.

With both sorts of crystals go to old Lame Vulcaud &e will tell you their Names! Take some of th@sgstals
which hung all round the sides of the Basin, orenfastened to the sticks and throw them on ligktkedrcoal, and

they will tell you what they are, They are calletten
The bottom Crystals throw also on fiery Coals, thaye a harsh voice and spit about them. Theyadiedc
Common salt or Alkaline salt.
Here you have both names of the Corporified spltihdi!
This nitre out of the Rain water fulmunates wittpbuir, like any other Salpetre, and has no othegreater effect
than Common purified universal seed.

The salt cracks and flies from the fiery coals ke other Common salt, and shows the same effeadt other
operations like good Common salt. By this experiny@u may perceive clearly the Center and Speralldhings,
the Sperm of the World, visibly and corporified tvef your eyes, and you may touch it with your haBash
generate, preserves, destroy and regenerate ewngrytiat is on Earth.

In the atmosphere it is volatile and incorporeatj produces volatile meteors in water and earéigsstimes a
crystalline Body. and produces corporeal Subjeatsording to different degrees of fixity; no obgander the sun
in their last resolution are found without oneloe bther.

Everything in Nature does consist of these two.

The one is Nitre The other is Salt

The one is Acid The other is Alkaline

The one is Spirit The other is Body
This is the Father This is the Mt her
This is the Mal e Sperm This is the Femal e Sperm
This is the Universal Agent This the Universal Patient
Pri nmordi al Sul phur Prinmordial Mercury and Salt
Fire and Air The Magnet

Chal ybs Sendi vogi i The Magnet

The Hanmer The Anvi |

Sul phur Nat ur ae Mercury and Salt Naturae



In the beginning this Chaotic water was entirelylafite, because if you did distil it before putretian, every drop
of it ascends like volatile water; By fermentatiamd putrefaction it gets a basis of fixation anecjpitates its subtil
earth.

The most volatile part of this water generates Aaianwhen it becomes a little fixer it generateg&tables, and
when it becomes quite fixed it generates Minerats ietals. Whosoever like to generate mineraldjilettake the
fixest parts, such as eath and water. If you lkproduce Vegetables, add to the earth and waree sir and fire. If
you want to bring forth Animals add still more bEtmost volatile, that is more air and fire, astaiming more of
the Universal. The vegetable department standsdagtvnimals and Minerals. because out of them aMiror
Stone may as soon be produced as an animal, asalisisow hereafter.

The efficient cause which has enabled us to sedeshthe Universal Corporified Sperm, is putreifact the
Principal Key whereby the Lock of Natural Subjetiay be opened.

The cause of fermentation and putrefaction is tiydanted spirit which is never idle whenever he tsi@éth
Humidity, his own instrument, by means of whicksthpirit is ever busy, either visibly or invisiblither sensibly
or insensibly, this causes fermentation and puttiefia; and out of a volatile makes a fixt, and ofia fixt again a
volatile and this mutation is continued without sieg.

This spirit breaks and dissolves Stone and Rock&whe himself has coagulated and reduces thenSiand and
Dust; this same spirit reduces Trees into Mould @audh, and putrefies Animals, and again from gudhefied
substances produces Vegetables and Minerals, endathtinues from one thing into another.

| have said that the Universal Corporified SpernthefWorld, produced out of the regenerated Ch&&am water,
that is our nitre and salt is not better than commiére, and common salt, and it is truly so beeahsy produce the
same effect and operation, and their is no diffeedmetween them, except if the one should be mmiégu than
the other, but if they were equallv pure, therelddne no difference; therefore let the Artist netdeceived, if
anyone would tell him, this from the Chaotic watethe nitre of the Philosophers, and the othguigar nitre, we
say that such a distinction is folly and supeistiti

If Common pure nitre produces the same effecte@sther does, then Common nitre is philosophiited;rbut that
the Reader may be convinced that the Universad pitit of the Rain water is not better than purifrethar nitre, let
him consider that the Universal nitre is the Fatat Generator of vulgar nitre, and he must thearally conclude
that the Blood of the Infant must be like that attter and Mother, and that it must contain the gaime principles
and consequently must produce the same effectedsather, nay, it is itself the Father, and idredly one and the
same with the Father and omnipresent.

Now if out of the Universal nitre and salt all tggare produced. Animals, Vegetables and Mineadlifhings of
course are reducible into these their first pritedpand still further into Vapour. That all thingoceed from
universal seed is demonstrated by nitre and saigbdeund everywhere in all things.

Chapter 11
That nitre and salt are found in the air and in allthings in this World.

As we cannot ascend towards the heavenly Bodiespugt judge of what is above by that which is belaithin
our reach. The Firmament is full of Light, Lightristhing else but attracted and repulsed, movedarifested
fire of Nature or Universal spirit. This furtheriteded and concentrated produces Heat and firee Mitcoagulated
fire concealed in air and Humidity; therefore wg aad conclude, that the Heavens or intermediase&petween
us and the Heavenly Bodies consists of, or isfilléth a most volatile incorporeal nitre, whichibdescends into
our Atmosphere and probably other atmospheres afétdy Bodies becomes gradually more and more cegho
Let this suffice concerning the Spiritual Heaveniye. That there is nitre and salt in the Air laip by lightning,
thunder and Hail. Here on Earth we cannot find la@osubject which fulminates, thunders, and hakdes nitre
or stalteous things.

Nitre is born spiritual and volatile in the Heaveimsthe atmosphere it becomes acid but remaimgisgdiand
volatile, in water and earth it assumes a visiloig palpable Body; how that happens that it inflaimaits,
fulminates and thunders in the atmosphere, wefingll demonstrate theoretically by physical reasans! then
mechanically by practice.

Nitre does not fulminate, except it meets with atcary agent and is excited by heat.
The more volatile and subtil the nitre is, the meebemently it fulminates and is the easier enflihme
In the same manner volatile and subtil its contesggnt is the more vehement, sudden and powerthein mutual
operation. The Light heavenly fire and Life of thlings is condense in the atmosphere in the forensafbtil
volatile nitre and this must have a contrary adenits operation.



In order that this volatile nitre may obtain a dany agent, there ascends continually out of thehE-&cean and
Rivers an equally subtil, volatile, sulphureousatihe Earth in the shape of Vapours, Fumes, agd,Fdled with
salt alcalicum Volatile. This is the natural evagan of the Earth excited by the Central heahefEarth. This
ascends continually to meet the Volatile incorpbnitae, now, when they do meet in a dry rarifiechasphere they
are moved by the Sun's Rays, which by those astgMipours are collected and concentrated, whetese
Vapours become more and more heated until thel siloé takes fire and fulminates with this conyraulphureous,
volatile, alcaline agent, rarefies the air all rdwand thunders with dreadful Explosions as we afesduring hot,
dry, Summer days.

When on the contrary the atmosphere is dense adedbwith humidity, these two Universal Agents meet
peaceably: the subtil nitre joins itself and embgaguietly the volatile sulphureous alcali withanty vehement
concussions: as is the case in Winter, when Huynéitl Cold prevail in our atmosphere. Humidity &uadd hinder

the inflammation and, consequently the fulmen.

Take nitre let it melt in a crucible, in an operefiadd to it a volatile alcaline sulphureous nitugch as sal
ammoniac or volatile nitre of urine, which is aldphureous, or a volatile earth. Such are Chayrddiakral
sulphur, Vegetable and Animal Oils, and the nitik take fire and fulminate like gunpowder; the raaolatile the
earth or the nitre is, but in a dry state, the maogently does the nitre fulminate, and this réactakes place only
in a dry heat, but in humidity they unite peaceabiyg quietly. Humidity is here a third Medium whigfevents the
fulmen.

If you dissolve volatile salt of urine, or sal ammex with nitre in water, both are dissolved withaiolence or
alteration, but if this humidity or water is evapted and coagulated over the fire to dryness, adliey only
commence to melt, they inflame and fulminate imragaly. Another evident proof we have in Aurum fuhams.
The reason of its fulmen many have sought to emplait few have known it.

Many chemists have attributed this fulmen to the isself: some to compressed air, but here isrie teason:

The fulmen explained
Sun is dissolved in aqua regia, which must cortain. nitre or sal ammoniac in order to become aqgi. The
sun when dissolved is precipitateted with fixtafitartar or with any other alcali, such as a vtdatalt of urine, or
so-called spirit of urine, and the Sol falls to thettom as a Spongy quicklime.
Although this quicklime is edulcorated or washelDA times with water, yet you will not take itsridn from it by
washing because some of the vinegar and alcallheesaain fixed therein so that such a sun quicklinecomes
heavier than the sun employed. Now let us exanfiegtiicklime or sun fulminans.
It is on the same foundation of nitre and sal amawdissolved in, and then evaporated to drynetk,this
difference, that here in the progress of the simifians, the ingredients or principles are sulgtilisand in the
former solution only crude. The aqua regia is coseloof aqua fortis and sal ammoniac or Sea salg &atis is
spirit of nitre, the oil of Tartar for the precigiton is a fixt alchali. Now when the sun is disgal in the aqua regia
containing a highly volatile nitre by means of aaimoniac as being a volatile alcaline earth ihéntprecipitated
with the oil of Tartar, which is a subtil fixt alii@e earth, the vinegar spirit in the aqua fortis bere partly
saturated, precipitated and fixed by the salt afaraheir enemy and contrary, and as this fixt isatnore porous
than the earth of sun, it lets go the sun afteirftaimpregnated it first strongly with fixt vinegaitreous and
volatile alcaline spirits, as much as the atomsuof will receive; for that reason it precipitates sun to the bottom
and detains it as an earth. Every dry earth isdyrézreceive a salt, arid as these two saltseatjua fortis and sal
ammoniac are very subtil and volatile they arelgasicited and inflamed by the least motion or dewlHeat: as
soon as they feel that, Heat, they fulminate aedlkiforth downwards, as gunpowder shows its gretese
upwards. Thus the volatile nitre and volatile dlaathe sal ammoniac as powerful Re-agents caheséutmen and
explosion and not the sun.
The cause of the sun's explosion downwards is Isedais a fixed earth which inclines downwardsjlsttthe
charcoal in the gunpowder being a volatile sulpbuseearth explodes upwards.

We also observe a great difference between the fafrthe explosion of sun fulm, and of common gumger, the
explosion of sun fulm being three times as vioksthat of gunpowder because in the sun fulm Eréwsl volatile
highly subtilised nitre, whilst the gunpowder isygmosed of crude corporeal nitre; therefore the rsalil, volatile

and spiritual the counter-agents are, the greatst be the effect.

If you precipitate to the sun quicklime, in the noof taking a fixt alcali such as the oil Tartari gelig. with a
subtilised, volatilised alcali, such as a salt titdaurineae or a vol: salt of Hartshorn, the fulmand explosion will
be still more violent. Thus we have demonstrated tte fulmen and explosion proceeds from the Usale
principles and not from the sun.

On the contrary if you want to take the fulminatipawer from the sun quicklime, proceed in this wafter having



well washed your sun fulm., let the humidity dr&iom it on blotting paper; then make a strong atealye of fixed
salt of Tartar and water, or of pure potash ancewair oil of Tartar and water, and boil your suhrfinans is such a
lye for about 15 or 20 minutes, then wash and laeycuicklime and its fulmen is entirely gone anst.lo
The reason of this phenomenon is, that the fixdlade lye dissolves the volatile vinegar and atealtounter-agents,
which had fixed themselves in the golden earth,dissblving them destroys their union, and byikiy destroys
the power of fulminating anymore.
From all this it appears plain that the fulminatongality proceeds from volatile nitre and a sulviillatile alcali or a
volatile sulphureous earth, such as the charcdghar and the more volatile those agents arestitomger is the
fulmen; and the fixer they are, the less the fultenIf you project an oil, sulphur, charcoal dassenic,
[unidentified symbol], antimony, etc. into fluidtré, they repel each other and cause a violentiogaaccording to
the volatility and oiliness of the projected agent.
On the contrary, if you project common nitre orefixsalt of Tartar or any fixed alcali, or a fixeatth, such as terra
sigillata, chalk, quicklime, which contains nothinglatile into melted nitre, you will see no redaat but they will
soon unite peaceably and fix each other, witholmtifuating. We have now proved theoretically andcfically that
there is a volatile nitre and salt in the air, #mat the fulmen proves it, as well as the experimeéth thunder-rain
water.

Chapter 12
That there is nitre and salt in all waters and earfs.

That nitre and salt is in Rain water we have prdwedn Experiment. That it is in all earths andessd can easily
be demonstrated.

If you take any earth whether from fields, meadawarshes, Hills or Valleys, a sufficient quantiyd dissolve as
much as you can of such an earth in distilled Raiter, and then filter the solution and evaporgateritil there
remains no more than a third part of the whole tjtyaof water employed, the pour it off into basimsdishes and
let it stand to cool over night in a cold placed gou will find crystals of nitre and salt in a$es or greater
guantity, according as the Earth was less or nmopgegnated with nitre and salt. The Saltpetre boilederstand
this best as they boil no earth but such as isinictitre, to pay them for their labour.

It is the same with all Waters, springs and wellsich are all more or less impregnated with nitnd aalt; nay,

some Springs are thoroughly saline and nitreous.
Rivers flow out of the Earth, dissolve the nitrelaalt and carry it along with them into the Oceaathy the Ocean
more salt com, than nitre is because the Sun rexatds it continually, principally between the Tiogp where the
Rays of Light fall more perpendicularly; this alowgh the motion occasioned by the Winds and Tiasvert the
Aereal incorporeal nitre into Sea salt; it loogegulmen and becomes alcaline.

Experiment
Take nitre with its own earth, before it is purifiand boil it often in water, until it is dry, aimttrease your heat
more and more as you advance with your boilingd,\eru will see that the Nitre loses gradually itdrfen and
becomes more and more fixed, until after 40 or &ilirtys it becomes quite fixed and alkailsed andhfoates no
more, but is converted into common salt. Therefegesay that Common or Sea salt is nothing elsaitnat
originally, reverberated and alcalised by the Rafylsight.

Fixation in Via Sicca
This fixation of nitre is done more expeditiouslitmquicklime viva, than by the detonation with ot@al or
sulphur.

Take fiery stone lime fresh from the kiln, whicliuee to powder and Nitre finely powdered [in equeatts] mix the
two powders by rubbing them together in a mort&2;I. of each. Put this mixture in a roomy crueibh a wind
furnace and begin your fire gradually (a lid mustited on which must have a small hole in the he)digt the fire
be gentle the first two hours to season the craciben keep it moderate during two hours mor¢habthe Coals
lay no higher than the upper part of the /- attet i.e. after the first four hours, cover theaible with Coals and
keep up a good fire during four hours more, softimaicrucible, keeps always glowing hot like thexyfiCoals. Then
let the fire go out gradually: towards night take and break the crucible and you will find youtraialcalised or
fixed in a lump which is outwardly Green and inwgrBurple.

Elixivate this mass with hot water, or powder itdet it flow per delig. (this is best).

During the first three or four hours of the opeyatihe vinegar spirit is forcibly driven out of thmall hole in the



cover and even through the Luting, and display®uarbeautiful colours on the fiery Cof the Genierab You
may also fix nitre if you melt it with common sfith equal parts] or with fixt nitre of Tartar [irgeal parts] and the
nitre becomes fixt.
If you let the mass flow per dilig. evaporate yoilrof fixt nitre to a dry fat salt,. and melt thaind if you project
sulphur or Powdered Charcoal, it does no longenifuhte.
NB. Such a nitre fixes sulphur by degrees.

Chapter 13
That nitre and salt is found in Animals, that Animals proceed from nitre and
salt, and are resolved into nitre and salt.

Whatsoever is intended to cause fertility mustdde or nitreous. or it can be no manour. All Aaisare nitreous
or Saline, as by their Chemical Anatomy, by diatitin, we find they contain a certain quantity ofatile, and
some a fixt salt and a stinking oil or sulphur. Tixésalt appears, when we calcine the ashes. fhif@tainimal oil is
a liquid salt is proved by its inflammation, beoaitsburns, and nothing can burn but what is eittiseeous, or
sulphureous. The fixt salt and fixt earth cannanbMVe have a still stronger proof in the phosphermade out of
animal salts.

That the Animal department is very nitreous is pebby the Saltpetre - boilers in Germany, who gighe floors
of Stables and Cow-houses in the country, suctaas heen abandoned, and by boiling such an ebethfind it
very rich of nitre.

The same is done on old forsaken burying grounastlzey find such an earth, if it has but laid l@mpugh, very
rich of nitre; which are sufficient proofs that thrimal department is nitreeous, and that animadtsumces are
reduced into nitre; and where into a Concretedsiced, from that very principle it has its origamd this
Resolution and Mutation is performed bid the Arahaeof Nature, or Universal spirit in the air.

Chapter 14
That nitre and salt is found in Vegetables; that Vgetables consist of nitre and
salt, and are resolved into nitre and salt.

That Vegetables grow by Dew and Rain out of water @arth is known to all husband-men and gardeners.
We have shown you that the pure and real esserizgewfand Rain nitre and salt, and that all watedsearths do
conceal either one or both. Now it is known that thmiversal Sperm, that is. Dew, Rain, Snow oreathe nitre
and salt concealed therein causes fertility andjtbesth of Vegetables; nitre and salt are foundlinvaters and

earths if this be true, it is also true that Vebtta grow and live by those salts, as a pure oteparth or an empty
water without Sperm are insufficient for their ppation and preservation, and this sperm is nothlsg but nitre
and salt.

Experiment
Take two parts of salt and one part of nitre, e two together in a roomy crucible. When cbéht the mass
into a powder, and dissolved 1 Ib. weight of iflihIbs. of Rain water, keep this for use. In thiger soak any
seeds, until then swell, then dry them in the Sund, sow them in the ground. Now take some of theesaeeds not
soaked in this Spermatic water, and sow them ¢tosige others, but mark both places. You will sperceive the
sudden growth of the soaked Seeds the beauty &frtlitand the quantity in comparison to the unpref seeds. If
you will pour about a quart of the above wateri® oot of a Fruit tree or Vine, and repeat thateom month, for
instance in Febr: March and April, you will peroeia wonderful fertility of that Tree that Season.
That Vegetables are very nitreous in general yetesmore than others, appears by their Ardent spiro-called
S.V., by their Vinegar, by their oiliness and allcalsalt. We see Vegetables break forth into angtfFlame when
they are set on Fire.
Inflammability, Heat and Flame proceed from nitngl &ulphur and from nothing else.
Is not the spirit Ardens or S.V. a subtil and hedyaitre? It burns so beautifully like the splendof the Stars.
That the oil contains a salt is demonstrated biy #ieali, whereby they dissolve sulphurs.
We have also given satisfaction to this departraedthave proved that their First Matter is nitrd aalt, that is,
their Universal not yet specificated Matter, whighen united universal seed generate all things.



Chapter 15
That nitre and salt is found in Minerals; that Minerals are formed of nitre
and salt, and are resolved into nitre and salt.

The more the Universal fire of Nature approachestirth, the more it becomes terrestrial and cegdpthe more

it becomes corporeal, it becomes more fixt, andhibee fixt it is, the less it is inflammable; thoitre descends
from Heaven is volatile and incorporeal, althouggible in Light, and concealed in the water, outvbich it
becomes manifest by putrefaction.

The more terrestrial and fixer this nitre becontesrore it is alcalised, and looses graduallyubsinating power,
as appears in minerals and metals; because theithd@®cends from its Universal Nature, the moegdtérs its
Nature and quality, and assumes a different natuaimals, a different character in Vegetableg] different

quality in minerals and Metals; yet it manifesssfiery nature in all three, more or less, accaydmits degree of
volatility of Fixity; in the Animal and Vegetableegartments in Oils, Fats, Resin, Pitch, and inMireerals in
sulphureous substances, such as sulphur etc.

As the Minerals are of a Stony nature and desceaduglly to more and more fixity, the inflammabigphur by
gradual and continued fixation is deprived of itBammability and obtains another quality, and m@astible one.
That sulphur and such like adustable substancesf ar@itreous origin we have demonstrated befatepoved,
that all inflammability proceeds from nitre. Thhete is a salt in Minerals is perceived, when visdwglte a mineral
with water, after having glowed it previously iretfire; but that such a mineral salt is not alwfysd in any
considerable quantity and sometimes hardly pefglepiis the reason, because it becomes more arel taoestrial,
and the more earth it dissolves; the more it fagsats original Saline nature, at to outward appece.

We see plainly, that, if we wish to separate thalif united mineral and metallic Bodies, we areigdud to make
use of Saline and nitreous Menstrums, without withely cannot be opened, and that every menstraithisr
saline, nitreous, or mercurial, every good cheknistws. Therefore as the minerals meet and dissolaesaline
menstruum it is evident that they must possesswaaavhich is congenial to Salt or nitre, or thewid not be
conquered thereby; thus they can be resolved iS@liae or nitreous Nature, therefore such is @iso first origin.
After having dissolved a Metallic Body in a Salidenstruum, if you evaporate your Solution to adhpart, the
solution will shoot into a salt or vitriol, whichitsiol by distillation and cohobation becomes anegar, ponderous
spirit or oil from or out of which they proceedfast; because all minerals and metals proceedradly and are
generated from an acid, fermented, putrefied itre salt, which dissolve a suitable Earth and fvitniol, sulphur,
marcasit, metal; which is done by a gradual fixagmd nourishment by the original nitreous anchsadipirits thus
as they were generated by an acid, fermentedwsginitre and salt, they are resolved by them anddht back to
their First Matter.

Table of Generation
Ani ma Mundi
Fire
in
Nitre and Salt
United and fernented becone
acid and Corrosive
di ssolve a suitable Earth
and form
A vitriolic Soft butyraceous Gur; The above Vapours
becomi ng nore and nore corrosive retain their androgynal
nature of Nitre and Salt and constitute now a doubl e
sul phureous and arsenical or nercurial Vapour

this setting by corroding forns nature
vitriol, sul phur, arsenic,
and by succeedi ng sul phur vapours, and al so arseni cal
Vapours, they form and generate

When Sul phur predoni nat es When Arsenic predoni nates
Sul phurous Macarsites Arsenical, Marcasites, Cobalt



Pyritis, Antinmony etc, Wl frametc. Bi smuth etc.
Mars Venus Sun Saturn Jupiter Mon

VWhen both principles are in equality
they form[unidentified synmbol] cinnabar nercury

Mer cury

The Body of saturn, jupiter, moon, and with morkkur of Mars, Venus, Sun, Platina | think is ddalar nature
from its weight and fixity.

Minerals are generated from nitreous and salinemsatvhich penetrate into the Earth through itep@nd
crevices, this nitreous saline water is heatedfandented by the ascending central heat of thenEmrtesolved
into Vapours and forced upwards again towards itfeemference but by this continual circulation,48é8/apours
are resolved again into water and ferment morename, whereby they are subtilised, rendered madrckaaa
corroding. These fermented waters as they contaurbl spirit of nitre and salt, they become manel more
corrosive; if they were not corrosive, who couldtidissolve Stones and Rocks?

Therefore this Corrosive water dissolves Rocksn&tpand earths which is condensed and coagulgaé lay the
gentle subterraneous Heat into Salt, but not inth& Salt as it was in the atmosphere or in thea@cbut into a
Vitriolic Salt, which by succeeding vapours is f@tninto a subtil, corrosive, smeary or unctuousheavhich the
Miners all Gur.

This Gur is by succeeding Vapours dissolved ametfilvith corrosive Acidity until it is changed intative
sulphur; because the more corrosive it receivesptbre sulphureous it becomes; but when the MeacAlcaline
Vapours of Sea salt predominate over the nitrealgh@ireous Vapours, the Universal Gur goes overansenic,
which is a dry mercury. Both sulphur as well agais, by fixation and succeeding Vapours becomechfite,
such as antimony, Cobalt, Bismith, Wolfram, etés tlarcasite is the first and nearest Matter towdedals, and
not vitriol, which is the remote first Matter of erals and Metals. That Sulphur is very corrosivglainly
perceived by its Smell, which is suffocating, whieoeived in the lungs, and by its spirit and oiiathis a strong
corrosive. We see that the spirit and oil of vitaece dissolved sulphureous vinegar, if you imkalfect earth, such
as chalk therewith, and suffer the vinegar to evateostrongly from that earth in an open fire, yall see an
inflammation and burning like that of common sulphthat sulphur has been a nitreous salt, appearsifs
vinegarspirit which is of a Universal mineral nauvVhen this vinegarspirit has forsaken the Bodghefsulphur,
there remains an unctuous earth or the First Usaldvlineral Gur behind, in small quantity.

The reader may judge whether | understand the ggoerrof Minerals or not: Let him proceed eithew#éods or
backwards in the Anatomy of Minerals, and if he kgorightly, he will see what he perhaps did notdwe before!
Our ancestors have written that sulphur, mercudysait are the First Matter of Metals; true philolsers
understand this properly; sulphur and mercury prddeom salt and nitre, and metallic salt is vitperfected and
fixt; we have explained how the earth in the Mibggeceiving nitre, or corrosive vinegar becomdplsur; but the
more such an earth is alcalised by nitre, so tievinegar corrosive is overcome, arsenic, meraurijercurial
subject is generated.

Thus it appears plain that nitre and salt are theri® of the Macrocosm, volatile and fixed; the blisielements air,
water and earth being the vehicle or dwelling at tiniversal Sperm. All minerals are generatedrbgcd
corrosive vapour and subterraneous air animatadti®/and salt, by the ancients named sulphur agrdumy,
because nitre and salt contain the very seminatiples of sulphur and mercury, which vapour amdge
circulated and sublimed upwards by the centraldf@eome water and ferment, and by their corross®déssolve a
suitable earth and generate the Mineral Gur; arat vghit else that performs this generation butWheversal fire of
Nature, corporified in nitre and salt.

Chapter 16
Of the principal Gate Key to Nature, the author ofdestruction and
regeneration of all things, called Putrefaction.

Heaven or fire; Anima and spirit Mundi is in its oWature unchangeable, omnipresent, and immortaadit
gradually unites with humidity, becomes the Uniagrsnegar and incorporeal Spiritus Mundi, it leridelf then to
all those changes the matter or corporified humigitsubsequently liable to, therefore in the &lreigins to
ferment, and still more so in water and earth,roteoto prepare the way for generation; withous fermentation



and putrefaction the Universal spirit does genematéing.
Therefore without previous maceration, fermentatprtrefaction in gentle warmth and humidity, wreath be
quick of slow, perceptible or imperceptible, nolr@agenuine Anatomy of Natural Bodies, whetheUimversal or
in specificated subjects can be effected.
Dew, Rain, Snow, Hail, Frost, all without distirariiferment and thereby cause a separation of titd som the
gross, the sign of which is, that a feeble sourllssiperceived.
1. Animals putrify sooner and easier, and on actofitheir copious, very volatile nitre they emitrst intolerable
smell.
2. Vegetables putrefy easily on account of themidity, yet not so quickly as animals, nor do tiseyell so badly.
3. Minerals ferment and putrefy, but do not smelbadly as the former two, except mars, which wheneal
putrefaction smells worse than a corpse.

From this putrefaction we learn that minerals dr@nged into vegetables, and vegetables into Miseaald thus
Nature changes continually, converting the uppetimds the lowest, and the lowest into the higheal, the three
Departments of Nature are changed into universatiptes. Vapours ascend continually from the Ceafdhe

Earth towards the superficies, some of these arenfh sulphureous, and serve the Mineral and Vblgeta
Departments, and when they penetrate the superfifithe earth, they ascend in Fogs or Mists, aodrading still
higher they are Universalised. Exhalations fromagled Trees, leaves, or Vegetables, ascend asswilbse from
putrid Animal substances and are circulated inAtmosphere, there to receive the Spiritus MundiReanimation
and Chaotisation, which afterwards in the charaateegenerated atmospheric air return to Animglénispiration,
to Vegetables by a magnetic attraction, and to Milseby their own penetration and assuming a civedsature,

as we have explained before.
Few amongst the adolescent Philosophers as wetiramon self conceited Chemists will put faith inawkve say
here, but we ourselves are thoroughly convincetivieawrite the Truth.
Putrefaction or Fermentation are the wonderful EEabors, which out of earth, produce water, ouvafer, air, out
of air, fire, and convert fire into air, air intcater and water into earth earth into Gur, vitrsllphur, arsenic,
Marcasite, and Metals Nay, the Metals themselveslmsolved and retrograded into vitriol and salt.
This mutation is continued, until it will please &to calcine the whole Earth and vitrifie it intdaGs.

Chapter 17
What Putrefaction is.

After God had created by Divine Emanation the Urgakfire of Nature, which on account of its essgtieing a
simple unity not composed of parts, and consequentinipresent and immortal and which has since time
immemorial been justly called the Soul or spiritled Universe but One in essence, but Threefoldanifestation,
resembling its Divine Origin, its Creator; To thisiversal Agent, God has given a Power to act byetidifferently
manifested principles.

1. In its omnipresent invisible, most Universakst& has a Universal power of attracting and rejoul, and thereby

is the first cause of every Magnetism in the Weanhdl of every Celestial Body's keeping in its prgpece, as well
as of gravitation and falling Bodies in general.

2. In its second manifestation of Light, it has Rowo generate Humidity, the firs step towards miaigy, to move
and ferment that Humidity and thereby to genetta@eliniversal vinegar and to become cold incorpdsgditus
Mundi, inwardly fire, therewith to animate extendaddilated Humidity, that is atmospheric air, dather to
enliven the whole Creation.

3. In this third manifestation of concentrated ltigiio Warmth, Heat, and burning fire, it does aedforms every
necessary action what it could not accomplishsrsécond and first state, nevertheless remainingr&ly always

One and the same and omnipresent.

This Universal fire, endowed with an intelligensiimct, called the Universal Agent of Nature, siitsdirst
emanation from God, has never been inactive nonwmaent and produces one alteration after the otimer
although it seems to cease in one creature, odesdeom a deceased subject, that same instanbdtupied in
producing something else out of such a death opteah corruption, for which reason the Ancient Bsidphers
have said "Corruptis unius est generatis alteritie' corruption of one thing brings forth the gertien of the
other.

This universal fire is the Author and mover of@lbanges in Natural Things and the Almighty can db wwhat
He pleases, either for the preservation or destrucif His Creatures.

This Universal spirit begins by Fermentation oFatrefaction, by this the spirit causes a separatighe pure



from the impure, of the most Volatile from the lesgl least Volatile, of the Subtil from the Grosbken that is
done, that same fire unites the pure Volatile agaih the less and least Volatile, and rejects vidhaibt wanted for
its present purpose.
The above spirit is the Generator, Preserver, Dgstr and Regenerator of all Things.

When this fire descends into our corporeal Elemeénis detained by them and obliged to assume Buathgrein it
appears in a White, cold, crystalline, transpafemh nitre, outwardly cold, but inwardly fire; Whdrinflames, and
if there was a sufficient quantity of it and itseemy should meet him, he would become so irritateat, he would
overset an break not only Rocks, but the whole digfes on the Earth.

If its Sister, cold, fixed, Alcali salt, its Venushom it loves dearly, which alone can overcome tanae it, was not
coexistent and always neat at hand, it nitre wéarlg ago have destroyed the whole Earth.
Its Sister, or Wife, when they embrace each othéHuto's Fiery Palace does not permit him to dechief much
longer, but lays hold of him by his very Centeltlsat he must convert his Anger ito Love and Friéials
As soon as he has embraced his Venus and is tigdsgf Love, he forgets his passion totally, lsat his Enemies
approach him and even lay hold of him he does Immtvehe least inclination to hurt them, on the camnt enters
into permanent and everlasting Friendship with them
This fire or spirit which is all in all Things isstributed in all Creatures, and non can do withibut
Therefore Putrefaction is the First Key and Gagemieans of which the Universal spirit opens tohgsRalace
containing Natures Secrets.

This spirit is never idle but is continually in &ct, by action and motion, a warm propriety is cammicated; this
warmth whether perceptible or not, opens the Pafrall Things, so that the implanted spirit can gtegite
everywhere, whether it be corruption or GenerationDeath or Life; after this spirit has penettheyerywhere, it
begins to dissolve, and continues until the whalestance is dissolved; the subtil volatile par@eaporate,
according to the degree of warmth, and emit a sioglvhich we know clearly that the spirit is optérg and
employed to open the Body by this natural Digestiofrermentation, and this continues until the pemol end is
attained.

This spirit was in the beginning concealed in Vapand water, and to this moment forms all Thingsr®ans of
Vapour and Water, and without Humidity of waterdemerates nothing, because water or Humidity hesvan
absolutely for his operations, mixings and solutices all things mix easily with Humidity or water.

This spirit generates Animals out of Humidity, asivhals consist of humid and soft particles andrdfie
extinction of the fire of Life, they are resolvegain into Shine and Humidity, by means of Humidityis with
Vegetables exactly the same, their juices may bepened to the Fluids in Animals, and their woodd eoots to
Bones and Cartilages.

Much in the same manner does the Universal sgriegate Minerals by a corrosive water, and remthas again
into water by a corrosive water.

The Anima Mundi in its Most Universal State is isible, and when unmoved, for instance in the dimdl steel, and
in all things where tranquil, is a cold fire. Is inoved volatile state becomes visible in Light, femains cold,
except it is concentrated and further agitatedsimisible state of Light it is called Firmamentldeaven, volatile
incorporeal nitre, Ether, Anima, Agent, Male, aihen concentrated and agitated it is Heat fire. Mihelining
towards corporification it is Universal Acid. Whearporified, but remains volatile it is called wateinegar, Sprit,
nitre, salt, vitriol, sulphur, etc. But when it lirees towards fixation it is earth, patient, Bodglt, female, Magnet,

and when fixed it is called Alcali, Female Magnébjd.
This is the true meaning of the Universal spirid &s various forms.
In the beginning it was a simple Vapour or wateireated by fire, which like Protheus assumes varfoums and
shapes.
Thus we have explained what is the cause of Putiefg viz. the implanted fire, the moving, altegjrwarming,
heating, inflaming. separating, omnipresent, singplé homogeneous spirit, but in a double twofoldespance,
causing a conflict between Acid and Alcali, sulphuaercury, salt, Anima, Spirit, Corpus.

Rosicrucian Aphorisms and Process -
Bacstrom

Elsewhere on this site | have included a transompdf an admission of membership into a Rosicru8aciety
organised from London by Dr Sigismund Bacstrom.dB&aen had been initiated into a Rosicrucian sodigtyhe



Comte de Chazal on the Island of Mauritius in 178ie Comte de Chazal was connected with the Freimeam of
Rosicrucianism probably linking back to the Com¢eSt Germain.

The text of the admission of membership was takem the copy made by a Scotsman, Alexander Tilloch,
contained in the Ferguson collection, and it hggeagded to it the following most interesting sectdfRosicrucian
Aphorisms and Proceswhich | transcribe in its entirety. This procesgms of great value as it is in the tradition of
earlier alchemical texts, concealing its prima matand yet explaining all the subsequent staggseat detail,
while using the exact chemical terminology of ti&hlcentury. Thus, for example, it has precise mneaments of
temperature for the stages of the process, usihgeRheit's thermometer, and precise measuremenisaotities.
Such quantitative details are often missing inyealthemical texts. It also uses a great deal direle
nomenclature and parallels with the creation stoi@enesis.

It is remarkable that this work, written at the eridhe 18th century, should remain in the sambaetypal mold as
works of some three centuries earlier, and thislielbe shows us the inner integrity of this alcheahprocess of the
red and the white ttones through the nigredo, fatton and peacock's tail stages, with the fireptisation
through multiplication of the tincture. This prosea source of alchemical inspiration for half #ienium and

more, contains mysteries that have still to beadand | hope that this further piece of matarigght help to
make this process more clear.

In Nomine Dei Omnipotentis,
gui nobis elementia sua tanta Dona largiri voluit!
Cui sit gloria et laus sempereternus
Amen.

APHORISMI
Operis maximi Antiquorum Sapientium

1. The soul of Man as well as all rational Spifitee Angels) consist (according to their primitizesence) of the
Spirit of the World or Anima Mundi and the powerrefisoning. They are Unities and most simple, and
consequently in their very essence immortal.
2. In the Beginning God created the Universal Epirthe Universal Agent of Nature, the Soul of thaverse.
This is the first emanation of Divine Light; itésunity and immortal, capable of manifesting itseffien moved or
agitated, into Light and Fire. It is multipliablagyet is and remains but one. It is Omnipresedtye occupies no
visible space or room, except when manifested dtiptiad in its third principle, Fire.
It has the power of becoming material and of réhgmgain to universality.
This is the subject of the Stone or Medicine ofRtdosophers. The more you take this in its simphéversal,
unspecified or unmarried state, the easier, simgidrgreater is your work, but the more this subigealready
specified the more troublesome prolix and expenisiy@ur process.
3. Our Magnet to attract it (although every subjedtiature is Magnetical) is Man, and principaljadamah, the
Dust, red earth of Man), which in the months of &tarApril and May, the Sun in Aries and Taurushsrdantly
found in the blood of a healthy man; the Spiritted Universe during this season residing thereistrabundantly,
universally and unspecified.
Hadamah signifies the first man Adam or Red Eanrtiich appears when the subject is dried up. In Hedelies
concealed the blood that precious fluid whereinlthatbe Universal Spirit, attracted by inspirati@amd the Dust of
the Red Earth, left by itself when the Universe faature quits it.
This Universal Fire is truly Nature.
4. The happy success depends on the subject bedmtj fjom a young man, if possible of a Jovial Tempr
Choleric, in good health, collected in a propesseawhich is in March, April and, at farthestMay, while the
Sun is in Aries and Taurus: best after Northerlgdgi have prevailed.

PROCESS

This is the first of all Works, the most simpleg fleast expensive, the easiest and the greatéstafiects. There are
various works and different processes, but thikésoldest.

1st. The subject contains fire, air, water andheamd requires no addition of any foreign mag&cept when
introduced into the metallic department.



It contains the fire of Nature, or the UniversalrBpwith Air its vehicle it contains Water, whialmust be separated
from it in the beginning of the work and also eauttich remains behind in the form of caput mortuwhere the
fire has left it, and is the true Red Earth whetbimfire dwelt for a while.

The subject, duly collected, should not be lesa #ight nor more than sixteen ounces: place itdhiaa or glazed
basin and cover it loosely to keep the dust out.

2nd. In five or six hours time the first naturapaeation is made: the water is carefully pouredasffiseless and
pernicious.

(This water is called the Waters of the Deluge,clfare not easily dried up.)

The cold subject is placed in a double piece ddrclnen in a clean china basin, in order thatstiggerfluous water
may be soaked up or absorbed by the linen, anditbatake may become dry, in a cool shady plaee,ffilom dust.
This superfluous water would retard and hindergfatition, which is the key to regeneration.

3rd. As soon as the Cake is freed from all supeuuhumidity, cut it to pieces with an ivory kn{f#go not touch it
with any metal) and put it by means of a glass @liiimo your Globe Glass.

4th. The globe glass is immediately to be shut wittopper made of oak, which fits nicely, in ordhext the
superfluous remaining humidity (the phlegm) mayrimyithe putrefaction, penetrate and evaporatautitrahe
pores of the oak.

The joining of the neck and the stopper must bedlutith something that is able to resist outwardmth and
moisture.

5th. Place your luted globe glass or glasses {isrmost prudent to work with five or six glassg®nce, from as
many different good subjects) in a hogshead or wipe, filled two-thirds full with horse dung aliain proper
fermentation, so as to show a degree of heat fladntd 140 or 150 degrees by Fahrenheit's thermaonigie
greatest heat is in the middle, where it is gehefadm 140 to 150 degrees: less heat is roundtaees where it
varies from 90 to 100 and from that to 120 degrees.

Your horse dung must be procured before, as istakeetimes five, six or more days before it fetmand gives
the necessary heat. This is soon discovered bstétaen arising from it, and by the thermometer lolirieit nine or
ten inches deep.

You must have two hogsheads or casks, in ordereipape a second before the fermenting heat haglgrigft the
first; which heat seldom lasts longer than threekgeas your work must never become cold one simgiment.
You must cover the top with clean straw prettykhind also all round the casks, especially in evintr the work
will be too cold and your operation will be very afiuretarded, if not fail.

6th. Your bath thus previously prepared, and ydasses well luted and varnished all round the jgrof the neck
and stopper, except the surface of the oak, bemwtim the bath all round the cask, where the gsintieat prevails,
deep enough that only the upper part of the nedkstopper, that which is luted, may be in sightesel with the
surface of the bath. If they were buried in the diedn the beginning of the work your subject wodtg up instead
of liguefying and putrefying.

7th. Every morning and night take out your glasees shake them gently every one, by a circularanpth order
to promote the solution of the red earth, whicpeserally effected in two or three weeks time. Whwle earth
dissolves into a deep ruby-red liquid, called byAgsia Permanens or Chaos.

After this liguefaction is accomplished the glasaesshaken no more, it being then unnecessary.

8th. In this manner, pursuing this most simple pss¢ moving your glasses from one cask into therp#s often as
your heat ceases, you must proceed with your rtrsg bath during eight or nine months time, somesitonger,
as the exact time cannot be ascertained by anftla@hilosophers say "coque nec desine coqueakit)g care
never to suffer your work to become cold, so thatdlasses may feel cold, not for one moment, #saincase your
labour would be lost.

The surface of your oak stoppers will turn black amist from the penetrating flegm. This causesstbppers to
swell and will burst the neck of every one of thebg-glasses, if you have not previously secureddmecks with
strips of linen pasted round them, and harpsickdre wound over the linen, with a varnish over titeole, and
with lute where the stopper joins the upper brinthef neck. This lute may be sealing wax droppe(atimound) by
a burning candle, or rosin, or quick drying varnigtickened with filings of iron, or any other gotuting that can
withstand warmth and moisture; but take care tgkhe bottom of the stopper in sight, by not cavgthe neck of
the glass quite so low as to hide it.

9th. After liquefaction of the subject, putrefactitakes place immediately. At first you see vegsembling
Mercury running down from the neck to the permamahy water. After those veins or streams are Vesughe
Peacock's Tail begins to appear all round the glstimetimes coloured like the Rainbow, sometimeplpugreen,
nay Gold and Silver colours, most wonderfully bé&aytpresent themselves.



10th. During putrefaction, which generally last® Iays, sometimes longer, the subject smells thr g stopper
like a human corpse; sometimes so strongly as snisdled all over the house; and the colours vategiost
beautifully.

1ith. After this putrefaction, which is called tRaven's-head, and which generally lasts 150 dalmnger, has
continued its time, the stench diminishes gradyalhg the subject becomes a dry brick-red coloaesth, red
earth, or dust, which remains settled at the botibthe glass. This must not be moved nor disturbed

12th. Then sublimation takes place. the UnivergatitSorsakes the dead body the red earth, ascandslescends
invisibly and now produces general colours of laegeent; one day the globe is black, some days iatbecomes
olive-green; after that sky-blue and beautiful pagreen; then again purple or violet and crimsoastly in general
colours all round the globe. with beautiful smaldldy silver, green and purple spots in the ne&le & Peacock's
Tail or a Rainbow. Sometimes it looks like polistesghper, then like polished steel, and sometinkeshell-metal.
13th. After eight or nine months all appears wbiterather, like running mercury, of a metallicaal, and the
Universal Spirit sublimes and fixes itself at thatbm of the oak stopper in the neck, and remdiesetfor three or
four weeks, as white as Silver; and is the regaedrdniversal Spirit, corporified in a sweet fusilsialt of Nature,
above half fixed.

Below remains a foliated earth of a grey colouliechby us Terra foliata, which is of no use if yohioose to take
this white salt or sublimate out for multiplicatian order to make the White Medicine; but if yoefer continuing
the Digestion, you must by no means open the glasseddle with it.

This white sublimate from one glass will not be mtran three, four, five or six grains at most.

You have now in your possession the CorporifiediSpi the Universe, the Regenerated Fire of Nattire Saviour
and Regenerator of matter, or the White Medicinisifiirst infant state, the Urim or Regeneratedtiti This is
already a universal medicine for the animal cremtiut it is to be carried further, to greater petibn.

This sweet salt or sublimate looks like copellddesj or like the Moon in the Morning.

Process for the Red Medicine,
or Perfected Salt of Nature.
Thummim i.e.. Consummatum est Perfectio.

14th. The glasses are now to be removed to thelenafdhe bath and kept there, as the work nowiregumore
heat. (By Fahrenheit's thermometer the heat imridelle at the depth of 10 or 12 inches is geneffadign 130 to
150 degrees.)

Continue the digestion, coque nec desine coquenewing your horse dung every fortnight or threekse a few
days before your heat ceases; removing your gldssmsone cask into another from time to time asryjweat may
require.

Your White Sublimate fixed at the bottom of yourgpers, will descend again into the red earth eowh thence re-
ascend, and will pass through all the former cal@averal times more, until it fixes itself oncerenat the bottom
of the stopper (by us called querca domus) andrbesdirst of a saffron colour, but in the coursedéw weeks
more of a fiery-red colour.

This business from the White to the Red, requiogsetimes three or four months, but the exact tiarenot be
determined.

Now you are in possession of Thummim, Consummatsiiroé Moses and Aaron.

15th. During the first and second digestion thgestthiries and liquefies several times and undexygagny changes
of colours, which appear all round the globe anthéneck of the glass, and never cease untilktisublimate is
brought to perfection.

There remains again an earth, the Dust or red ednitth is of no further use, being now totally deed of fire,
which is life.

(Admire the simplicity and truth by which the suttjand this primitive dust is plainly declared letwords 'The
dust or red earth of Man' as well as the Magnet.)

First Multiplication of the Red Medicine
in Quality and Power, by the Metallic
radical humidity; and its specification

towards Mineral Nature
for Transmutation.

16th. There are only three Universal passive floidsumidities in Nature. These three, centralfg,\aery



analogous to each other.

For the Animal Kingdom the animal fluid or Blooddppointed, for the Vegetable Kingdom water, andte
Mineral Mercury, which is the radical humidity oftals.

Each of these three fluids contains fire, watertheaSoul, spirit and body, sulphur, mercury, sitbom each of
these fluids, if properly treated and duly animatgdhe Universal Spirit a Universal Medicine mayrhade.
Now in order to specify towards Metallic NaturepydJniversal regenerated Spirit or Salt, the Whité&ed
Medicine, proceed thus:

17th. Take four parts of the White or the Red Miegicand ten parts of highly purified Mercury (bestived from
Cinnabar) and make an amalgam as follows:

Put the very accurately weighed ten parts of Mgraua small china tea cup, or in a small smootltitie, on a
gentle charcoal fire, and let it stand until thertey begins to fume. Take it that moment fromfihe (avoid
breathing the fumes) and at the same instant adfbthr parts of the White or the Red Medicine (jvasly
enveloped in softened wax) to the just fuming hetrddiry. Stir it with a clean solid glass rod and yall have an
amalgam.

The multiplication is performed according to thbléaof Pythagoras [the Tetractys]; the ratio of eiuke of the
equilateral triangle to the whole figure, thus. fisa4 parts of the Medicine to 10 parts of theattie water.

Process of Digestion with the Metallic Water or Ferrant.

18th. This amalgam is put immediately into a srgkdbe glass, of sufficient strength (the neck prasly secured
with linen, wire and varnish to prevent it from bting), not above 2 inches in diameter, or of saclapacity that
the amalgam may fill no more than one fourth pathe globe in height. If the globe, however, hétk larger
there will no harm: it is better a little too bigain too small.

Secure your glass with an oak stopper, and l@rattly as you did before.

19th. Place it in your bath, but now in the middiéere the greatest heat is, in 140 or 150 degBrey.it in the
horse dung so deep that the stopper may be auittder the surface of the bath.

20th. Do not move it except when you are obligedléze it in the other cask.

By degrees the Universal Medicine unites radicailyh the Metallic water, and becomes in two or ¢hneonths
time, if the white sublimate has been employedlvarswhite tinging Medicine, a dry substance exigdy fusible,
in one solid mass, after having passed througthaltolours: but if the Red Medicine has been epygalat
becomes a Red tinging Metallic Medicine, which lsedk the dark like a glowing or fiery coal.

This is the more perfect and multiplied Urim if téhite, Thummim (consummatum est), if the Red Migdic
Aaron wore them both in his breastplate.

21st. Both these medicines, the White as well affdd, when perfectly fixed remain at the bottorthefglobe-
glass, and must be carefully separated from thé earcaput mortuum of the Mercury underneathtitckeng to the
bottom of the glass under the medicine. It is nemgsto break off the neck of the glass.

22nd. Both Medicines once multiplied or fermentdthwhe metallic radical humidity (Mercury) do n@&quire any
further fermentation with gold; but tinge alreadfter this first multiplication.

One part of the White Medicine tinges 10 parts efeary, lead, tin, copper, and iron into pure siloE16 fine.
One part of the Red Medicine, once multiplied, éisd 0 parts of Mercury, lead, silver, tin, coppet ailver into
pure gold of 24 carats fine.

The metallic medicines tinge each metal in proports they abound in Mercury, therefore Mercumsfiit® the
greatest quantity, with very little loss, lead ttext with a little more loss; then silver and tim; with more loss than
lead; and lastly copper and iron with a great @é&dss and a large scorification of external metaulphur, as
these two last metals contain but a small propoemioMercury, which is the only metallic principlleat is
ameliorated and fixed.

23rd After the first multiplication with the metallwater, the White Medicine is the Urim in itssirmultiplied state,
tinging and ameliorating the inferior metals inte fpurest and softest silver. The Red Medicine omakiplied
with the metallic water is the Thummim in its firsultiplied state - the Exalted Universal Medicstgking at the
root of every acute and chronic disease of mareaidals, and tinging the mercurial principle ofthl inferior
metals and minerals into the purest and softest gb24 carats.

Both medicines are soluble in rectified spirit dhevand even in water.

AUGMENTATION
of the Medicines in Quantity not in Quality nor in Power.



24th. If the White medicine, once multiplied, belt®é with pure silver - one part of the Medicinefdar parts of
pure refined silver - the silver becomes a whitéle, glassy substance. The medicine is in thay vikugmented in
guantity only, but not in quality nor in power, iagow tinges no more than ten parts, in the sarmernar as before;
but you thus obtain a greater quantity of the saradicine, for Transmutation only.

25th. If the Red Medicine, once multiplied with roery, be melted with pure refined gold, 1 parthef Medicine
with 4 parts of pure gold, the gold becomes albritteep orange coloured vitreous substance, aniliddicine is
augmented in quantity, but not in quality nor irwga; it tinges only as before, 1 part tinging témnderior metals
into most pure gold, but you have more medicinguantity.

The White and the Red Medicines thus fermented siftler or with gold are no longer soluble in Réet Spirit of
Wine, and much less in water, and therefore ademger medicinal for the human body or for animalsithe
contrary, they are now highly pernicious, corrosaivel destructive to animal life, and also to velgletaand they
cannot be multiplied any further by the metallioridity.

Second Multiplication of the Medicine
viz, in Quality, by the metallic waters.

The Second and every subsequent Multiplicatiomefrhedicine, with the metallic water (Mercury) wedjty and
power, is done exactly like the first, accordinghe table of Pythagoras, as has been mentionedxgiained
before.

26th. Make your amalgam as before, with the saroaracy and precaution - 4 parts of medicine to df@spof pure
Mercury - put your amalgam in a globe glass, sottir@e or four parts at least remain empty; lhteneck with the
oak stopper, and bury it again in the middle ofnjoath where the greatest heat prevails.

This process will be finished in a much shortertitnan the first; and every subsequent multiplicats sooner
accomplished than the foregoing, because the Mielipnedicine increases wonderfully in fusibilithe power of
penetrating, and fixity, and therefore it is soomedtiplied than before.

It passes again through all the colours, dies amegenerated as before.

This can also be done over a lamp provided your ikedcely regulated so as to imitate that neagssgentle
animating heat of horse dung.

During the first labours of liquefaction and pu&etion, we prefer the horse dung to the lamp, @srtbst natural,
though divers philosophers have used divers means.

27th. You will again find your exalted medicinetia¢ bottom of the globe upon a small caput morteamercurial
earth, from which Earth you must carefully sepayater medicine; which is easily done as the sultstaiare
distinct enough.

Now you have the Medicine of the Second Order, rfierg than the first, and ten times more power@he part of
this medicine tinges one hundred parts of the iofenetals into silver or gold, according as yowdamployed the
white or the red medicine.

28th. This Medicine, infinitely more soluble, mdiery, more penetrating and powerful, can no lorger
administered in substance to the human body, lhemgreat a fire for our constitution to bear.

The Medicine of the First Order may be administénesubstance, 1/4 of a grain or less for a dogewe will give
you our method how to dissolve and administer oedigine with safety.

29th. The third, fourth and fifth Multiplication|vaays with the pure metallic water or Mercury, &rfprmed exactly
in the same manner as the first and second, bhteaceeding multiplication is sooner performeahttie
foregoing.

We do not know that ever a philosopher venturefhsas the Fifth, as we truly believe that so flesiingressive
and penetrating a substance, which is actuallyafiie: Light, would run through every glass.

30th The Medicine, whether White or Red, of thestF®rder, of the First Multiplication with Mercuriinges ten
times its weight.

The Medicine after the Second Multiplication tingeee hundred times its weight.

After the Third multiplication one part tinges ot@usand parts.

After the Fourth Multiplication one part tinges tdtousand parts.

After the Fifth Multiplication one part, one hundrthousand parts; that is, one single grain woutdipce 171b 40z
of silver or gold.

(Who can comprehend the incalculable fire of Ndtininitely multipliable!)



Method of safely administering the Medicine to theHuman Body.

31st. Take four ounces of the purest, most higityified Spirit of Wine (not Corn spirit) dissolteerein, without
heat, or at most only in the Sun's heat, one griihe First, Second or Third multiplied Red Medg;j and,
observing well the colour of the Tincture thus fednadd a second or a third grain (according tgtveer of your
medicine) and fourth or fifth, or more, until yo8pirit of Wine becomes tinged of a translucent Rodbipur, like
Burgundy Wine - then cease to add any more of thdibine.

The Medicine of the Third Order will sooner tindetSpirit of Wine sufficiently deep than that oéthirst.

This Heavenly Essence is the Highest and most Wsav@urum Potabile of the earliest ages.

With this glorious Essence we tinge a pint of Maalier Lisbon or good old Rhenish Wine, dropping Buby
Essence into the White Wine until the latter becafne deep orange or pale Burgundy, or deep Matafaur, and
appears so in a two ounce phial.

This medicinal wine may safely and without the tadeger be given to both sexes, and of all agesény disease
whether the disease be hot or cold, acute or atyarakes no difference.

A teaspoonful may be given for a dose, once oraéwic24 hours, in dangerous acute, or obstinatenitidiseases,
cancers and the like; but in slight cases one dobkewill effect the cure.

32nd. The Red Medicine, thrice multiplied, placeaiglass globe, with a stopper luted in, and swigein a room,
gives light in the dark like a fiery coal.

33rd. The White Medicine, after the First Multi@ieon, coagulates and fixes a tumbler or glassofutllear water
into a rock crystal. Put grain after another ifite tvater until a disturbance is observed to takeein the water;
then cease, and in half an hour the glass willlblkeaving the crystal fixed.

34th. The same White Medicine projected on glagasion, leaves the glass, when cold, perfectltituand
maleable.

35th. With the Red multiplied Medicine, glass flexar crystals are fixed into diamonds, rubies, aetdsrand other
precious stones.

Concerning the Globe-glasses.

The glasses are globular digesting glasses, ofddivat most six, inches in diameter, with a nae& br six inches
in length and wide enough to admit your thumb deast your middle finger.

You must make stoppers of fine grained, very dri,@afit nicely into the necks which should be gnd in the
inside a little way so as to form a nice round Holethe stopper: the stopper should go into thek e inch deep,
and should leave one inch above the neck.

The globes for multiplication are about two inciresliameter, with necks three or four inches lond wide
enough to admit a finger.

All the glasses should be made of considerablagtine at least one eighth of an inch in substance.

SUPPLEMENT
to the foregoing Aphorisms.

If the globes containing the subjects be threer, imumore times electrified in the beginning, befgou put them in
the bath; so as to introduce the Electrical Uniakpsinciple, or the Universal Spirit of Naturearthe subject by
motion, the same spirit in the subject will be diseatrengthened, the operation will be accelerated improved,
and you will obtain an increase of the first Whitdt or sublimate below the Oak stoppers.

Above | have faithfully communicated our Aphorisms.
London 5th April 1797

Sigismund Bacstrom
M.D. F.R.C.



