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PREFATORY NOTE

Tuis dissertation is substantially the thesis presented 1o the Faculty
of Arts and Sciences of Harvard University for the degree of Doctor
of Philosophy in the Department of Semitic Languages and History.

The subject itself was suggested to me by the discussion in the
movement o secure for women admission to the highest legislative
council, the General Conference, of the Methodist Episcopal Church.
In this discussion the so-called Biblical argument, taken as pointing
to woman's inferior position in the cult, played an important part.
There is, however, no attempt in these pages to deal with that question
in its ecclesiastical relation ; and I can lay' claim to a contribution
in that direction only in so far 85 a correct view of woman's relation
to the ancient Hebrew cult affects her position in religious affairs in
general.

‘T Professors C. H. Toy, L1.D., and D. . Lyon, Ph.D., of Har-
vard University, my teachers in the Semitic branches for the peried
of three years, I express herewith my indebtedness, not only for many
suggestions, but chiefly for the method and point of view underlying
my investigation.

I J. P.

Svracusy, N.Y, December, 1858,
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